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Broken-voiced young nanny begins 
her sentence as lawyers fight back 


OTHEKNEWS 

BBC breaks into world of 
round-the-globe news 

The BBC is to bunch a global 24-hour news service 
which will break the Sky monopoly in round-the-clock 
news, k is to bunch In Britain next weekend, on 
Remembrance Sunday. That is, in one way. appropriate; 
for global newsgithering is still a field in which Britain 
is a world leader. The BBC is now only one of two 
television "superpowers", and is preparing for a head- 
to-head struggle with the highly successful American 
cable station, CNN. Page 15 

MP and the rottweiler 

The maverick Tory MP Alan Clark offered a BBC TV 
cmnren money to drop a legal claim against h.m 
after he was bitten by the Mft an*. ■ «—* 
heard yesterday. It was also alleged that Mr Clark put 

pressure on BBC bosses to force the cameraman to 

back down. Page 7 



She’s guilty 

£ A tragedy for this little 
girl but... I believe her to be | 

guilty? ; 

Senior pathologist, page 5 

No she isn’t 

C The conviction was a j 

miscarriage of justice.? 

Leader, page 22 

The court drama 

6 A small, defenceless, 
terrified child, crying for all 
her life. Because suddenly her 
life has been taken away? 

David Usbome, page 3 

Nanny agony 

A contract made in hell, 
which brings out the worst in 
people? Polly Toynbee on 
middle-class women and their 
hunt for good nannies.? 

Page 23 


Gay war reparations claim ^*™^[^^[Jj^^^3wardinevas^^^^eingfouifo guilty of murder 


Photograph: Ted fitzgerald/Reuters 


Gay rights activists are demanding "^rnuons for *e 
rrnrdertf tens of diousands of homosexuals by th 
Naas in the holocaust. The German gpvemment is 
X pressure to acknowledge these aoocmes and 
put up a memorial statue to dead gays at the 
Brandenburg G 0 *®- ***8® 

Girls in first official bout 

footnotes fast night by ^ sell-out crowd in 

Queensberry rules. Page 15 

Smacking video dropped 

A mntsamo 1* 

smacking children wnh , l8 

pfans, saying: T was way off the mark rage 

Tube fares to rise 

Consumer * 

Wi " ” ** “* 

announcedferemcrras ^ 18 

some tickets rising by 


Sunil and Deborah Eappen went 
back.to court yesterday as Louise 
Woodward was sentenced for 
killing their child. They spoke 
sentimentally about their loss, , 
citing even Winnie the Pooh. But 
they said nothing about mercy for 
Louise, whose life as a free 
woman is vanishing. 


Louise Wbodward, the Briftfc teenager con- 
victed of second-degree murder of baby 
Matthew Eappen, started a life sentence 
in a maxim am security prison in Massa- 
chusetts last night as her defence team pre- 


verdict thrown out orreduced. 

In court proceedings yesterday more- -7 
ing that were almost a match for the gris-.^ 
w theatricals of the delivery of her guilty ‘ 
verdict late the night before, Judge Hiller 

, . . J_1 . d. . CMlhnW 

Zobel] 


British audience at least, doyingly senti- 
mental - terms about the unfathomable 
loss and grief that they had suffered. Such 
statements are also routine in the United 
States. . 

*Td just like to maintain my innocence.” 
Louise began. “And that I never hurt Mat- 
ty, I would never hurt Matty and I. don’t 
know what happened to him”. She went on, 
saying, Tm not responsible for his death," 
before emotion choked off afl further 
words and she slumped back to her 
'chair. 

Just 12 hours earlier, Louise had bro- 
ken down into bone-chilling, hysterical sob- 
bing after the forewoman of the juiy, at 
9.45pm Boston time, read out the verdict: 
“Guilty". Then again yesterday, as Wood- 
ward’s parents, Gary and Susan, who ap- 


ids firm 


ZXJOCipasaco wum j 

for second-degree murder in the state - lue 
in prison with the possibility of parole only 

after 15 years. m t 

The court will reconvene on Tuesday to 

bearmotions from the defence that wffl at- 
tempt in three different ways to mitigate 
their client’s misery. They wfll ask Judge 
Zobel to throw out the verdict, to ask for 
a new trial or to reduce the charge to in- 


BY DAVID 
USBORNE 





voluntary mansiaugnrerwim 

sentence. These are routine procedures m 
the state, however, with -on the face of it 
_ little chance of success. 

BareW able to stand, Louise, dressed m 
aoale shirt and brown skirt, rose bnefly to 
reassert, in a broken voice, that she was 

SntofnmrderingMa«hew,foeume- 

month-dd baby fbrwhom she had been car- 
ret « Z TasT ^ tot0 “ 

4 vVEATEit^ 7 " 11 "* 0 ^”® 8 ultimately fetal coma on 4 Februaiy- 

indepW' tteI,tw ^ 


<town D ^ fo 

tge 16 


' peared catatonic in their shock, were 
allowed a few moments with their daugh- 
ter before she was taken from the court- 
house into custody. 

Still yesterday, the shock of the verdict 
reverberated around Boston, around aU of 
the US and, above all around Britain. 
Through the 19^-okTscryingpenetreted 
the dreadful realisation that it was a ver- 
dict she had herself contributed to. On 
Monday she had opted to take an all-or- 
nothing gamble by asking the jury to con- 
sider acquittal or guilty of murder only and 
no lesser verdicts of, for instance, 
manslaughter. _ 

Her face swollen by crying. Mis Eappen 
spoke first in what is termed the “victim im- 
pact statement". Her address was an emo- 
tional memoir about the child she and her 
husband had lost, their joy in having him 
in life and their distress in his death. It 


would not have been amiss on Oprah Win- 
frey’s television show. 

“Matthew was a beautiful baby with 
black silky hair and rich chocolate eyes. He 
was a real butteibaH, he was so content,’' 
she began. In serial references to Brendan, 
her elder son who was two when Matthew 
died, she said: “I physically remember hav- 
ing two babies, one on each leg of my lap, 
and Brendan would say: “Let’s do two boys, 

mom". And, alluding to the larger stature 
of Matthew, she added: “They were so 
beautifully different, like Tigger and Win- 
nie the Pooh". 

Unable to hold back his tears, Sunil Eap- 
pen then rose and said: “1 fed that the jury’s 
decision is just and the state’s m a nda t ory 
punishment is deserved, and despite my ha- 
tred for the actions of Louise and my cur- 
rent disdain for her, I really truly hope that 
she can face up to what she has done, gain 
forgiveness and I truly hope that she may 
someday find the peace of God in her life 
again." 

The hopes ofWoodwaid and of herfam- 
fly, so unexpectedly dashed, now lie with the 
defence lawyers. They haw until Monday 
to submit their three motions to Jndge Zo- 
beL While he will hear one hour of argu- 
ments from each side on the merits of the 
motion on TUesday, it could be days or weeks 
thereafter until he makes a final decision. 

Members of the defence team refused 
to speculate about the arguments they will 
marsh alL However, among them will cer- 
tainly be an appeal to Judge Zobel simply 
to throw out the verdict on the grounds that 
the evidence of the prosecution to prove 
their case was insufficient. They may also 
claim unfair treatment of Woodward be- 
cause of adverse pre-trial publicity. 

While experts in Boston thought such 
an outcome highly unlikely— although some 
precedents do exist - the chances of the 
judge reducing the verdict, to involuntary 
manslaughter, is more conceivable. In that 
instance, the sentence would be at Ms dis- 
cretion and could be as low as only a few 
years in prison. 


LEFT TO FREEZE 
Yonkm, IK, already 
malnourished could die 
from cold and hunger 
tkd winter unless aid 
reaches him now. With 
temparatures 
plummeting to -15TC 
Yordans scant clothing 
and no shoes offer him 
Unit protection from the 
hitler add and there is 
no money to heat his 
orphanage. There are 
37,000 places m 
Bulgaria orphanages. 
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No Money lb Feed The Children 
No Money Tb Heat The Orphanages 

Bulgaria is a country in the midst of a serious economic 
crisis. Unless urgent help is sent, thousands of children will 
suffer terribly this winter. I 

There is little money to heat die orphanages. I 

Orphanage Directors are having to beg for food from local j 
villages and Tardy know where the next meal is coming | 
from. In some areas children, like Yordan, are going hungry . 
and the col d could prove fatal for many children this winter, j 
Without aid this could be catastrophic for Bulgaria's 
orphanage children. J 

The European Children's Trust, sister charity of The i 
Romanian Orphanage Trust, is ready to distribute emergency ■ 
food packs, clothes and fuel to the orphanages in most need, j 

Yomr gift today will save Kves and bring hope. , 






I'li iiM.' send \\ link", it u>u ciiii k> help childmi 
siirviu 1 ilu 1 winter or mil (U 273 NOW 


f I codose f to save Bolg&dso Ofptanagt ddUfCL Cheques to 
The European Children's Trust Or debit my Access/Visa/CAF card 

Card no Expiry dale 

SS gnatwia D ate 

KtaMra/MUa/Ms. 

Address^ 

.Postcode 


I TeigpImiu. iv> 

Retain Ik Ttaya Bmon, (ID 1 1, Bolgarii Emergency 
Appeal, The European GnWrcn’s Trust. FREEPOST 
KB8359. 64 Qdccd Street LONDON. EC4B 4AR or call 
01273 2»3» NOW. Regional Charity No. 1048737 
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TRIAL 


Britain s xenophobic response hides the real issue - a 


not been an easy week to 
w an American. “Ob send that 

P°or litifc girf home!” cho- 
JJKeda group watching Louise 
^oo** 3 *! on tdevKion ^ ^ 

*" Everyone around us nod- 
“ mmmuL Except me. 

Why should Louise Vjfood- 
JJJIjp home if she is griilry? 
Why is it that whenever* ftiti* 
m ends up on trial abroad, she 
must be innocent Or, if not in- 
nocent, then not really guilty 
Certainly not the kind of guilty 
that involves consequences. 


clash of cultures 


v/. - 


ftfetemfyii^toseebowe^- 
% Britain slips into insularity 
ignorance. 

On Thursday night, an ex- 
pert appeared on the BBC’s 
Newsm^u programme to say 
that such a thing would never 
happen In a British court More 
frightening still is that many 
people probably believe tbflt 
and some have even asked me. 

It is this kind of xenophobia 
that hides the real issue between 

America and B ritain over >hh 
case and that is cultural 


■ v 


was heading off on a gap year 
where she would squeeze some 
work in while having lots of fun 


ANN 

TRE NEMAN 


in America. But there is no con- 
cept of “gap year* in the Unit- 
ed States, nor is there any 


widespread understanding of 
the rather slippery role of an 
au pair. 

America is a work-oriented 
society^ People - even extremely 
successful professionals - iaW» 
fwo weeks vacation a year. At 
Christmas you take one day and 

then go bade to work. 

... Itisa&oacountiythat takes 
contracts seriously, in general 
you can assume that if you sign 
apiece of paperxn AmerieaSbiT 
may be held to iL 

But this is not the kind of 


thing that people want to talk 
about Instead they waat to 
find feuk with American justice- 
(though it could just as easily be 
France or Italy or Thafland-oa 
another week). • 

“Why b that little giri even 

' on trial?" asked a w oman Tfymi 

are American the only thing to 
do upon hearing this was to 
shrug. The US justice system is 
in no way perfect -mEcarrages 
of justice can occur even in 
death penalty cases — but then 
again no court system is. 


The next thing to be 
attacked was the American 
childcare system. “In the US, 
there just hasn’t been a strong 
appreciation of the need for 
quality child-care,* says Ann 
Collins, a senior researcher on 
child care at the National Cbn- 
tre for Children in Fovertjr-at 
Columbia drivers® in New 
York. Tm not sore who Ann 
Collins has been talking to but 
all the working parents I know 
in America talk of little else. 

Then, finally, it was the turn 


of American parents to take the 
blame. “How could they treat 
her like a skivvy?” was a typi- 
cal comment I found this puz- 
zling. 

Louise was required to make 
a dion#- nigh(a week, do the 

■'children's laundry, change the 
sheets and keep the moms tidy. 
She was also asked to help set 
the table and empty the dish- 
washer!. - 

It’s not a great life - espe- 
cially fora measly $115 a week 
plus room and board - but if s 


not the end of the worid^jfher. 
Lois of parents in this ootofe 
insist on similar devotion tgdnjy 
while paying a pittance. ? ; 

If Louise Woodward jtail 
known more about what was! 
expected of her in America 
she may have' decided - the job 
was not for her! j . 

The underlying story ts one 
of Hashing cultures, oof which 
system of justice would have 
•provided a fairer trial. But 
that’s not die kind of thing you 
. can say this week. 


We are ready 
to fight, say 

supporters 


A new determination has 
gripped the people of Hum, the 
Cheshire home of the Wood- 
ward family. “Wc are ready for 
the fight," said Linda Reynolds, 
a key campaigner for the release 
of Louise Woodward. “The first 
feelings of shock have now 
gone. Just look around you - all 
these people, supporting us 
and Louise, it’s done wonders 
for us." 

Ms Rcynolcfcwas talking out- 
side the Rigger public house, 
where campaigners had gath- 
ered to wait for the live broad- 
cast of (he sentencing of Louise 
Woodward. 

Earlier, supporters had felt 
the 19-year-old au pair's fear 
and distress as the verdict was 
announced. 

Debbie Laior, 36, who often 
invited Louise to babysit for her 
daughter Georgina said: “Her 
cries were harrowing. They will 
stay with us forever, whatever 
happens now. 

“The impulse to reach out 
and touch Louise was great, to 
reassure her as well as her par- 
ents, Sue and Gary Woodward. 

“Ws intend to keep them out 
there dose to Louise for as long 
as ii takes. We have had tremen- 
dous support from around the 
world. We are now setting up a 
website to keep people in- - 
formed, and let them know 
where to send their donations." 

Ms Laior was talking after 48 
hours without sleep. Her ener- 
gy has returned with the swell of 
public enthusiasm to win free- 
dom for Louise, which had been 
reinforced by telephone calls and 
messages from well wishers. 

As Ms Laior stepped into the 
Rigger in lime for the live 
broadcast of the sentencing, 
she was stopped by another 
mother who wanted to tell her 
of an idea to help the Wood- 
wards - the sale of small yellow 


ribbons as symbols of her return 
home. Ms Laior welcomed the 
idea, and as die spoke a large 
yellow ribbon was being tied 
around a tree outride the pub. 
Then Ms Laior was swept away 
to join other campaigners , for 
photographs to be taken at the 
tree. They were anxious the pic- 
ture would show the Wood- 
wards and die rest of the world 
that they had not given up. 

Meanwhile, angry Britons 
flooded the American embassy 
in London with calls yesterday. 
Staff played the address and fax 
number of the district attorney's 
office in East Cambridge, Mas- 
sachusetts to calleiS w ishing to 
complain about American jus- 
tice after many callers became 
abusive. 

Officially the embassy would 
not “characterise” the-nature of 
the phone calls, but one em- 
bassy staffer said that many of 
the calls verged on the ludi- 
crous: “All of the calls were neg- 
ative, some called us all manner 
of evfl things and some were just 
plain cranky. 

“There were people con- 
necting the trial of Louise to 
America's position on global 
warming and to our supposed 
support of the IRA. 

“There were others who were 
just really upset. They were po- 
lite and coasderate, bin they had 
a need to talk to someone about 
the triaL” 

The embassy pointed out it 
was a local court matter unre- 
lated to the federal govern- 
ment: “We would not be happy 
if it impacted on America's re- 
lations hip with the British,” 
said a press spokesman. 

The court can be reached via 
the Office of the District At- 
torney, 40 Thorn dyke St, E. 
Cambridge, Mass. 02141. Fax: 
001 617225 0871. 

— Esther Leach 





No apparent clue 
to jury’s 
reasoning 


Disbelief: Supporters in Louise Woodward^ home village of Elton react as the court gives the guilty verdict 


Peter Byme/Guzelian 


Americans express shock and sympathy 


“It sucks, rm telling you, it sucks”. 
Thai is a television cameraman, I 
don't know his name, packing his 
equipment into hi s van at two in the 
morning. He knows I am English 
and he is speaking of Louise Wood- 
ward’s murder conviction. 

Minutes later the hotel recep- 
tionist says: “It is wrong; she’s in- 
nocent I'm so sorry" . 

There are not many voices in 
Boston, perhaps not in America, I 
can hear applauding the jury’s ver- 
dict. If the defence yesterday was ex- 
pressing shock and deep 
disappointment at the decision, it is 
far from alone. If they want to make 
Woodward's appeal into a cause 
cdlebre, a Guildford Four of the 


United States, they should have lit- 
tle difficulty. More voices yesterday: 
“It’sawfaL It’s terrible. 1 just don’t 
believe she did it," said Kim Taylor. 
28, a tourist who was visiting Boston 
from Colorado. I have a daughter 
20 months old. I know how much 
she falls and hits her head”. 

Another man on the street, a 
Bostonian exclaimed: “L think she 
was hosed . Fm really unhappy. Isaw 
her on triaL I believed her. I real- 
ly don’t think she did it”. 

Those at the trial who believed 
she would be found innocent bad 
based that optimism in part also on 
the feeling that this jury, perhaps any 
jury, simply would not want to see 
another life lost, if not actually lost 


then lost in a sentence in jafl. Such 
sympathetic thoughts apparently 
did not prevail in the jpiy room. 
Outside, amongst the millions 
watching the trial on cable TV, they 
did however. 

“I was disappointed. Not in the 
jury, but I didn't want to believe 
we’re sending another kid to jafl,” 
said Bob O’Neil, a hotel manager in 
the city. "Ifs the second tragedy- 
The first one is Matthew Happen. 
The second one s we're sending this 
girl to jafl.” 

And there was anxiety too among 
Americans about how Britons would 
react to the verdict The British re- 
sponse, suggested Rich Davenport, 
has “less to do with the legal sykem 


and more to do with it being an emo- 
tional issue. 1 don't think it's fair to 
blame the American justice system 
in general It’s just this particular 
case and the way it was handled”. 

Even experts in Boston's legal 
community were astonished and 
dismayed. Mostly, they lamented the 
decision, taken by Woodward her- 
self, to opt to deny the jury the 
chance to deliver a lesser verdict of 
manslaughter. “It’s easy in hindsight 
to second-guess everything that 
went on,” said defence lawyer 
Robert Gorege. “But its dear that 
taking the manslaughter verdict 
away from the jury - which was sup- 
posed to to be a strategic move - has 
in a way backfired". 


"Exactly what happened in the-room hold- 
ing the alternate jurors on Thursday night 
is still murky. What is dear is that these 
four men, who were weeded out by draw- \ 
mg lots from the 36 wbo had heard the evi- 
dence throughout, were devastated wbfen 
they were informed of the verdict. . . ; 

Ope court officer -told of bedlam, and 
in particular of one alternate juror who ‘‘ 
pi ck ed up a. chair in his anger and hurled 
it across the room. 

News of thie scuffle is scant consolation 
for the defence team, which expressed dis- 
tress at the very moment that the 16 were 
reduced to 12. Louise had lost the four jur- 
ors that the defence has identified as the - 
most sympathetic to their case. 

One of the four alternate jurors, Robert 
Mangold, said: “I was wondering if these < 
people were sitting in the same courtroom ; 
as I was these last three weeks.” He said - 
the four men who did not take part in the 
deliberations began to realise, through eye 
contact with the jury during breaks, what 
was happening. “And then anger set in,” 
said Mr Mangold. 

“We refused to speak to anyone. They 
would take a break and come into our roam 
only because of the camaraderie that ' 
there was between the 16 of us. We just 
didn't want that any more. The prosecution 
did not prove their case beyond a rea- . 
so liable doubt.” They reached that con- 
clusion mostly because they were the four 
with the most impressive educational : 
qualifications. One was Harvard-educated; - 
another was an electrical engineer. - , 

.. Barry. Scheck knew this was bad, be- 
cause these were the jurors perhaps most 
equipped to analyse and accept the often 
highly complex medical-evidence. • r 

This was particular important, Scheck 
contended in a small-hours press confer- 
ence, because the jury had freely admit- 
ted that they had been prejudiced against - 
Louise by pre-trial publicity, almost all of ' 
which had been negative for the defendant 

If there is any slim chance in a possible 
appeal for Louise it may be in this area: 
that the pre-trial publicity was so ubiquit- 
ous that it was impossible to find jurors un- 
affected by iL The jury selection sy&em is 
meant to enable the defence team to get 
round this problem, but it was evidently 
impossible in this case. 


David Usbome 
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Malta (lira) 

0.61 

Austria (schillings) 

19.63 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.14 

Belgium (francs) 

57.6S 

Norway (kroner) 

11.42 

Canada (S) 

228 

Portugal (escudos) 

283.75 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.82 

Spain (pesetas) 

23433 

Denmark (kroner) 

10-69 

Sweden (kroner) 

1223 

France (francs) 

9J4 

Switzerland (francs) 

228 

Germany (marks) 

2.80 

TUricey (lira) 

294,017 

Greece (drachmef) 

443J2 

United States ($) 

1.63 

Hong Kong ($) 

12JI 



Ireland (punts) 

1.07 

Source* Thomas Cook 

Italy (lira) 

2,756 

Rexes for Indication purposes only 

Japan (yea) 

198J7 




ZITS 


by jerry Scott & Jim Borgman 



Asiup&inwxour 
L TO PROTEST RWPCW\ 
LOCKS* S64RCHE5. 


ITS fiV&UX COOL fCGA, 
tS 7HKEWEW4S7D MARK 
fi8SBWFORtHWX£Dftfl 


Tie PRICE CFFKEEPO# MOW EE SOHiGH? 


FjftLgB 


D0LL DMBHQir m'D300:IMrj^tW 

• ana ramufro 

. tm. wd war 

• 64MB HIGH 

. non nnrmm fins ‘ £££*■ 


KLLMatEiBtfi 

-imararswi 

v mmmxtbi 






ran wwmaas 

A in tufen MfVF *. yy&.ri 


* 6.4CS HARD DSffF 

isnvbanriiroift 

4 MSGMTVOffll 










AlfcSBptfiw xtm 

> iroMsiepta! 

■ s 


. trespass 










luaowt-Tiiyv 

• 3 w km 

AMD \ far KHUGIM sfois, ^ 

* (OMEGA 

. MMTWfltC 


■ wiffisjcai 






* \ » •:* -*• -j- 






Wirh these six incredible offers on Penrium® n processor based 
systems the only decision you’ll have to make is which one to buy. 
But what else would you expect from the world’s largest direct 
PC manufacturer*? And the next decision is whether to pick up the 
phone or visit our website to place your order. •SaralDC 






HOWTOS 


. UL.B0V& rtjOTjpjf 
-W 0 ! 1 




GET oraLtNI ro 

o 8 7 a^r^ai 





'l INC. C!t 


frClii] 


I VEBB5S 




MU' 


«h«cn*M *KHBW»b* n*pMSBd r i«W** l «tarB" n ^ *< *»»«»?«■ «“ 


[ypjh £> 





How Louise 


The trial 5*^ . 
Woo '' 
wte!£ «r 

across^ 

:,r ^ 

image- 11 - '•'* ‘ 

diikWnV « S'"*' 
againff rDf’t" 

Am ate- • l ’ v 

how ber 

under sr^r 


fun ^i.' • • 
aa.\!*v 
nnur-w.c •. 
®khw:i v- 
CUUkL f-.T - 
piclu:; - . ' ■ 

nuFui-rt: - 
OlirT. 

Si' ftt » L t' • 

War.;, 
a -in 

Ts... 

Limi*. ?»-. 

pi'i Ihl:.:. , 
LTfv-Cu 
t%n nai- 1 

SIlWMr:-.'-. • 
In lir.jL- •• 


Xou 


The hour^s ■- 








“ d ^ L . 
fjpwtef , . 

was •- ■ r . 
calhr, £ ' - !’ 

Bui sbjA^' ' • 
nwsplfc.^ 
coun 

9j 3p» fc S =■ ‘ 

smeB. ' i?- ' •• 


counts..- 

ptlbUr^V -. ‘ 

they J ■ 
kne*r.L i i ; -'. 
it wai /vi_ 


‘V'v.:-. 
oneiN,* 7 --' . • 






i 






tKM* t> i&&\ 


I 


: + 


% 


a 






f 


1 


I 


3/NANNY TRLA 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 


THE ONfVFRSlTY OF JORDAN i I NOVEM B £ R 1 997 «IT 

3 4 V 

LIBRARY 


AY 

*>7 


‘Sfinssr 



■*«., g y | ^ W 


The Eappens tell of their 
‘beautiful baby’ 


Sum! and Deborah Eappen sitting in court to hear their nanny, Louise Woodward, sentenced to Cfe imprisonment Photograph: Stephen Senne/Reuters 

How Louise lost the image battle 


The trial of Louise 
Woodward, played out 
on television screens 
across two nations, was 
ultimately one about 
image, jojo Mayes looks at 
how a ‘cool, composed 
child-fdlier* was pitted 
against a perfect 
American couple - and 
haw both sides suffered 
under scrutiny. 


It was telling that not one of the 
juiy could look at Louise Wood- 
ward when the verdict was an- 
nounced. As she sobbed 
uncontrollably, it had suddenly 
struck home that despite the 
picture of a selfish and callous 
murderer presented by prese- 
cution. the Eappens and talk 
shows across America, Louise 

Woodward was still, ultimately, 

a veiy young girl 

TWo distinct images of 
Louise have emerged over the 
past three weeks; images that 
exposed huge differences in 
two nations that more usually 
stress their cultural similarities. 

In Britain, the slightly pudgy 


teenager with the Alice band 
had won praise for her imper- 
turbable demeanour in court A 
vegetarian, who lived off vend- 
ing machine snacks in prison in 
order not to eat meat she was 
an intelligent but not streetwise 
teenager, a fact bome out by her 
slightly star-struck attendance 
of the local musical Rent . 

Her low-key, slightly un- 
fashionable wardrobe and lack 
of make-up emphasised her 
naivety. This was a girl who 
could talk gjgghngly of “tummy? 
time”, of how she would crawl 
around on her hands and knees 
in an unembarrassed effort to 
teach her charge to crawL 

Yet the Louise many Amer- 
icans saw was quite different 
She was, according to the pros- 
ecution, a “little actress", a 
cool composed, nightmare nan- 
ny determined to do whatever 
she had to do to get off her 
charge. The nervous half-smiles 
during her early testimony, a 
sign to most Britons of ex- 
treme youth under heavy pres- 
sure, became a sign of her 
callousness. 

As one American man, e- 
mailing a Louise Woodward 
Internet site, said yesterday; "3b 
a significant proportion of 


Americans her English ‘res- 
erve' seems to be a mark of 
cold-hearted villainy. Ameri- 
cans’ ... popular criterion of 
emotional health, ie wetping in 
public, heart-on-sleeve maudlin 
sentimentality, is generally seen 
in the UK as repulsive.*’ 

In contrast, Deborah and 
Sunil Eappen’s emotional state 
fully met that “popular criter- 
ion'', In court they made a 
huge impact with their con- 
trolled testimony, tempered by 
weeping as they recalled the last 
moments of their son’s life: 

As witnesses, they were a 
legal team’s dream. Deborah 
and Sunil Eappen - known to 
everyone as “Sunny” - had 
married in 1990 after meeting 
at medical school in Chicago. 
The attractive professional cou- 
ple, in tbeir early thirties, lived 
in the leafy suburb of Newton, 
just outride Boston, and set up 
a “careful balancing act” be- 
tween childcare and careers. 

Yet even, the Eappens 1 image 
began to suffer as the trial 
drew to a close. Since the 
tragedy Deborah Eappen has 
received hundreds of letters of 
condolence. But she has also in- 
creasingly been the target of 
hate mail accusing her of 


putting ambition ahead of her 
children's welfare. 

One commentator said she 
had been “transformed by per- 
sonal tragedy into a public sym- 
bol of maternal neglect and 
yuppie greed". And in a TV in- 
terview it was noted that the 
Eappens were relaxed and smil- 
ing- the same thmgs Louse had 
been condemned for during 
her lengthy court appearances. 

Perversely, Louise’s image 
has undergone a transfonnation 
in recent days. Yesterday, it was 
largely the prosecution left still 
speaking oat against her; even 
the jury, who bad lined up in the 
OJ case for lucrative post-trial 
deals, did not want to speak to 
waiting press. 

Callers to the Boston Globe 
yesterday overwhelmingly op- 
posed the conviction, ABoston 
Herald columnist, Margery Ea- 
gan, commented; “It is bard to 
reconcile that image erf rage with 
the very human young British 
woman who testified about cud- 
dling Matthew Eappen and giv- 
ing him lots of tummy-time.’’ 

It is hard not to draw com- 
parisons with the case of Lindy 
Chamberlain, the Australian 
woman convicted of murdering 
her baby, another woman who 


was too composed for the jury’s 
comfort. She was later acquit- 
ted, although her demeanour 
was still found wanting 
Ironically, as a polished 
Deborah Eappen yesterday 
read a lengthy, emotive “whneffi 
impact statement", again con- 
demning Woodward for the 
death of their “butterbalT son. 
It was Louise who commanded 
the most sympathy; a pale, 
shaken girl who could only 
mutter, *T didn't hurt Matty. I 
don’t know what happened" as 
she was sentenced to life 
imprisonment 


Matthew Eappen's parents, Deborah and 
■ Sraril Eappen, made a witness impact state- 
ment befbre sentence was passedMLmiae 

Woodward. Mrs Eappen said: OtvMV 24 
1996, we gave birth to a healthy baby boy. 
Vte named him Matthew -gift from God. 

“Matthew was a beantifiil baty with black 

tfOsy hair and rich chocolate eyes. He was 
a real butterbalL He was so content, He 
made Ms needs known and when they were 
met be was happy again. A real smiling baby, 
he was the otqect of great affection from his 
two-year-old Mother Brendan, who proud- 
ly a n n ounced: ‘Brendan makes baby 
Matthew feel better 1 ... 

“I toved Matty’s weight in my anus, his 
head on my shoulder, his hot breath tick- 
ling my neck and his gentle hand pressing 
my chin and I loved to snuggle and get cosy 
with ray two boys. 

“In December *96, 1 wrote a letter to 
Matthew cm a card that showed a lot of kids 
on a sunny day in the Boston Gardens dur- 
ing the Dublin parade. And I wrote: ‘You 
are really a joy, never fussy and always sweet 
and easy to comfort. You can tell that your 
personality will calm and laid back. You are 
confident that your needs will be met*. I 
wrote how loving and protective Brendan 
was, how Dad adores you and bow Matthew 
laughs a great laugh. “Your wonderful calm 
spirit is one that melts my heart. Iwantyou 
to know Matthew, how special you are to 
us, even at such a young age’. 

“Al Chri s tmas, I gave Matthew a book 
called Brothers and Sisters and inscribed it 
with: ‘You have added so much joy to our 
family. Dad and I love your smile and gig- 
gles. You are so amusing to each other. We 
can feel your love as brothers is strong al- 
ready. We are so lucky and so proud of you. 
You are our sunshine, Matthew’. We loved 
this little bundle of joy, our chumber- 
mun chtrin and we thought that life looked 
good, that thing s had fallen into place af- 
ter medical school and residency, and after 
getting settled in our new jobs. 

“Only one week before February 4, 
Sunny and I were talking and thanking God. 
We are so blessed. And we dreamed of 
Matthew’s future and of Matty running to- 
gether, playing ball and roughhousing ... 

“And to wiry little Brendan we would 
joke: ‘You’d better be nice to your brother, 
he's going to be a lot bigger than you’. They 
were so beautifully different, like Ttgger and 
Winnie the Efooh. Wb felt happy and secure. 
We loved our family. I wouldn't change a 
thing.” On February 4 1997, ail our hopes 
and dreams were tom apart. Ouf Matty had 
been hurt We soon learned our baby 


Matthew was dying. We couldn't believe it 

“It was all inconceivable. It was beyond 
our comprehension that our Matty was dy- 
ing because someone we trusted bad hurt 
hhn. We couldn’t give up hope. We wished 
for a miracle. We would love Matty any way, 
he didn’t need to be perfect. 

“Could he survive, with maybe half a 
brain? But repealed tests and CAT scans 
showed that there was nothing to save. The 
whole brain was destroyed. There would be 
no life for Matthew. 

“On February 9, we made the most 
painful decision of our lives. We had to let 
Matty go. Matty died in our arms, sur- 
rounded by family, including bis loving two- 
and-a-half-year old brother, Brepdan. 
Despite the tubes and IVs and surgical dress- 
ing covering his head, he looked to me like 
a tittle prince. 

“Since that day, our lives have completely 
altered. Our hearts are heavy every day with 
the most excruciating pain. How can we be 
accepting any of this? How can we go on? 
Can we be happy again?” 

“2 get flashbacks of learning this has hap- 
pened to my little defenceless baby Matthew. 
I am sickened to think be was crying for help 
but was instead beaten by the hands that 
were supposed to be caring for him. She 
didn’t look scary to me. Sbe didn’t seem like 
a child abuser or a monster or murderer. We 
had no idea she would barm our kid. 

*T am scared now when I hear an am- 
bulance. I have nightmares, I am afraid to 
answer the phone or door. We are not safe. 
The unspeakable has happened and now 
anything could happen. My assumptions 
about life are now my goals; that my chil- 
dren will be safe, my marriage intact and my 
life one day happy again. I can’t end with- 
out speaking for Brendan. He was so upset 
by someone he care for. 

“He had so many questions: ‘How can 
baby Matthew die? What is death? Where 
is heaven? He would look up to the stars to 
say good night to Matty. T love you. How 
was it up in heaven today?' ... 

“He asked the question: ‘Why did Louise 
hurt Matty? Why did Louise hit Many's head 
with something hard?' And he cried and I 
had no answers. And his questions vriD haunt 
me forever. “How? What exactly happened? 
How long did Matty suffer. Why?’ 

“Every day we are faced with the chal- 
lenge how to go on living without Matthew. 

I am so grateful to those who have helped 
and supported us. 

“I am so sorry now for all the pain that 
everyone involved must suffer. I am hope- 
ful that some day we will find the key." 


You could smell the guilty verdict 
as though it were death itself 


he hour was late and 
ices all around were 
yen with exhaustion, 
urn of anticipation and 
read. The jury had a 
wtllct but could It 
assibly be guilty? 

jyid Lfcbome was in the 
lurtroom. sitting 
rectfy behind the 
•fendant and next to 
«r parents, when the 

pe woman spoke the 

tg le word, “guilty*- 

d anyone know what the ver- 
ttwebefoie the envelope was 
^andthejutyforevrom^ 
5 invited to speak? TbdiW' 

hr. they cannot have done. 

did. The at- 


i session at 
j you could 
jeath itse& 
Eb, in their 

ck trousers 

tacks to the 
feeing 
jve us the 

like 


with startling speed. It was only 
minutes before the envelope 
was passed from the jury to the 
judge and the Clerk of the 
Court invited the foreperson to 
state how the defendant had 
been found. Guilty. Guilty of 
what? Guilty of murder in tbe 
second degree. 

The shock permeated your 
every cell right into the bone 
marrow. A silent shock, no one 
was at liberty in this most grave 
of moments to utter anything. 
AH of us at once took a giant 
breath - a great intake of oxy- 
gen to feel our disbelief. The 
judge is thanking the jury, sym- 
padiiang with the pain it must 

have gone through but it is hard 

to pay attention. And Louise 


bel, a nonuauy «**«*- 

full of *y wit who now looks 
simply ashen and hollowed of 
all humour, is finishing his 
piece that the bawling begins. 

Great g^l» 01 an ^ ish -. , 
What we are hearing, of 

course, is the child that Louise 

Woodward had hitherto man- 

ae ed to bide. A small de- 
S terrified. child crying 
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Jty. And 
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iy retook almost a month -out 
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for all her life. Because nei rnc 
Zs suddenly been token away 
S at the moment she thought 

S was going to be gwen « 
back. And this was not meant 

sions. I fee 1 a brief *° l " 

isfection that this fa beginning 
fost before the jurors get fo 
Sve. They should hear this. 


They have done this to her and 
they should not leave thinking 
she, is composed. Because it is 
the bawling of an Innocent per- 
son, wronged. A guilty person 
would sag, not scream out. “X 
didn’t do it I didn't do anything 
_ I didn’t hurt Matty. I didn’t 
do anything”, she cried. And 
Louise looked straight at them 
as rite implored: “How can they 
do this to me ... I’m only 19”. 

She does not look at her 
mother and father, Susan and 
Gary Woodward, who are next 
to me and behind the barrier, 
that cuts the chamber in two. I 
catch Susan mouthing “unbe- 
lievable” to Gary but otherwise 
they are quiet, glazed. In feet, 
Susanlooks catatonic. When the 
judge leaves for a few minutes 
and the officers call “AU rise", 
Snsan and Gary remain seated 
A protest against a justice sys- 
tem that has done their child 
wrong? More probably they 
could not, physically, stand. 

Behind Gray and Susan, 
other Woodward family mem- 
bers weep. The rest of us - the 
media who had' been waiting 
likewise through deliberations 
that lasted 27 hours, remain 
frozen. 2 am glancing towards 
the Waxforards because itismy . 
job to record their reaction. But 
l feel dirty doing so. 

How ridiculous all our fan- 
ning of the past few days seems 
now - how we were going to 
break away from, the court- 
house as soon as possible to tail 
tbe Woodwards. We bad 
thought that their happiness, 


their relief their departure for 
home or for a holiday with 
their daughter, was going to be 
ourstoxy of the night. Now, tiy- 
iug.to ambush them for reaction 
seemed absurdly inappropri- 
ate. They would be left alone! 

In a few minutes. Louise had 
been calmed, Andrew Good, 
perhaps- the _ most sympathetic 
of her defencAfewyers, held her, 
ran his hands through her hair. 
“Sssh", he said repeatedly. Bar- 
ry Scheck, his colleague, hung 
sHghttytoorwad&Hecoukinot 
move, he said later. 

Then thejudge was back, afll 
looking pale. it was he who three 
days uarlierhad agreed 10 allow 
this girl to take the gamble that 
now looked so appallingly mis- 
taken, to ask fee jury to consider 
only the options of Murder 
One and Ttoo, and acquittal 

When the judge asks for 
objections to his proposal that 
sentencing be delayed until the 
morning, there are none. And 
so he orders the bailiffs remove 
Louise from the courtroom. 
The women among them gath- 
er gradually around the de- 
fence table and calmly she is led 
to a door at tbe baric of the court 
and her parents go with them. 
They are allowed a few mo- 
ments with their daughter in a 
room elsewhere in tbe building. 
It is only a few more minutes, 
however, before rite is taken to 
tbe ground floor and the sher- 
iff’s van waiting outside. 

She is not going home, but 
to incarceration. Incarceration, 
sbe must feel, for eternity. 
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4/NANNY TRIAL 


Jail like 
a tour 
in hell’ 



The jail where Louise Wood- 
ward has been sentenced to 
spend at least the next 15 
years has greatly deteriorated 
in the past few years under a 

tough new prison policy, ac- 
cording to a leading United 
States penal reformer. 

The former nanny yesterday 

started her life term at Mass- 
achusetts Correctional Institu- 
tion in Framingham, near 
Boston, the state's only prison 
for women, which holds about 
640 inmates. A recent Massa- 
chusetts governor said that go- 
ing to his state prisons should 
resemble a tour through hell. 

The prison holds top-secu- 
rity criminals, including mur- 
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derers, as well as about 100 
women awaiting triaL The num- 
ber of inmates has been risin g 
under the state’s tough new 
mandatory sentences for certain 
crimes. The US female prison 


population grew by 75 percent 
from 1986 to 1991, to 39,000. 

In the Eighties, the Fram- 
ingham jail introduced facilities 
such as family rooms for of- 
fenders to spend time with 


their children. More recently, 
a women's mentoring scheme 
offered parenting and em- 
ployment training. However, 
Dr Jerome Miller, president of 
the National Centre on Insti- 


tutions and Alternatives, and 
a former head of youth jails in 
Massachusetts, warned that 
many of the reforms had been 
reversed. “The last governor, 
BQl Weld, has been on a law- 


and-order kick which has seen 
the prisons deteriorate. He 
said that staying in the prisons 
should resemble a tour through 
the drdes of hell," he said. 

- Jason Rennctto 
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Agency faces) 
huge bill 
for defence 


costs 


The defence bill for 
Louise Woodward is 
believed to have reached 
the best part of £500,000 
and is being paid for by 
the agency which placed 
her. Louise Jury looks at 
the financial cost of the 
trial and what the case 
means for die au pair 
business. 


The EF Au Pair Agency which 
arranged for Louise Woodward 
to work for the Eappens has so 

far paid for her legal costs in the 

interests of “truth and justice". 

Tile bill so far is under- 
stood to be in the region of 
£460,090. This includes £60,000 
for Barry Scheck, her defence 
attorney, who won fame for 
picking apart forensic evidence 
when he represented OJ Simp- 
son. Another £36,000 went in 
fees to six medical experts. 

Bat the final cost could be 
much higher, especially if the 
Eappens sue EF Au Pair. A 
spokesman for the agency sai± 
“Louise and her family have our 
full support We firmly believe 
Louise is innocent'' 

Other au pair agencies are 
also bracing themselves for a 
backlash as the bad publicity 
surrounding Matthew Eappen’s 
death slows the flow of appli- 
cations to au pah programmes. 

Sandra Landau, director of 
Childcare International, which 
sends au pairs to the States and 
receives them from Europe and 
Scandinavia, said the case had 
alarmed potential applicants. 

Yet the American au pair 
system was much more tightly 
regulated than the British, 
through eight authorised agen- 
cies. Something was more like- 
ly to go wrong in Britain than 
in the States. 

Mrs Landau said: “We have 
always been impressed by the 
1 care taken by the US immigra- 
i tion authorities over these 


applications. They are very 
strict- The girl bas to come up 

with the necessary references. 

By comparison, there were 
no checks made in Britain where 
there was only the secunty of 
working through a reputable 
agency, Mrs Landau said. . 

She defended the anpair sys- 
tem and pointed out that the 
Eappens could have cbosen a 
folly qualified nanny. “We think 
it's a wonderftii opportunity 
for any young person to have a 
carefully protected stay in the 
States. And, for American fam- 
ilies, it’s a guaranteed reliable 
service of childcare for a year." 

The agency, Au Pair in Amer- 
ica, said other factors, including 


fore university, were contribut- 
ing to the slow-down fa 
applications for posts in the US. 

Sandrine Kcquard, of An 
Rair International, said demand 
for au pairs would continue, but 
the case might make people re- 
flect more on what happens in 
Britain. “The net in America is 
very, very tight. Here, a lot of 
people don’t want to pay ah 
agency.” She added: “I know 
people who have been in my 
business for SO years and when 
I ask them how many borror sto^ 
ries like this they’ve heard, they 
say none." 

Since Matthew Eappen's 
death, regulations in the States 
have been tightened further 
with the co-operation of agen- 
cies, including EF Au Pair. An 
pairs taking care of children un- 
der the age of two must have at 
least 200 hours of childcare ex- 
perience and undergo eight 
hours of safety training. 

Yet, three years ago, parents 
had objected when the age of 
au pairs was raised to 21 and 
their pay increased. Jh 

Maureen . Smith, of the 
Council for -Awards ,in Chil- 
dren’s Care and Education in 
Britain, said they always strong- 
ly recommended that a person 
looking after children should be 
qualified. “It’s not an easy task." 



Wild child’ put 
nanny off job 


A British woman said yesterday 
that she had turned down a 
job as nanny with the Eappen 
family because of the “wild" be- 
haviour of their other child, 
whom she feared could hurt 
himself. 

Catherine Blood (above) - 
who visited the Eappen family 
shortly before Louise Wood- 
ward got the job - said: “I got 
a strange feeling it was not right 
there, sort of a gut feeling." 

She rejected the job even 
though she was desperate to get 
work rather than return home. 

Ms Blood, from Carlisle, 
said baby Matthew seemed to. 
be a “good baby", but she was 
unhappy about the behaviour of 
the family's other child, Bren- 
dan, now two-and-a-half, who 
bit her during the interview. 

“The second child was very 
boisterous at the interview. 
While I was there I was very 
concerned about the safety of 
him. I was standing there look- 
ing around me, feeling very ill 
at ease. 

“He bit my band - not that 
that was a major big deal - but 
it made me realise that he had 
a biting problem. He came and 
sat on my knee and pulled my 
hair. 

"He was basically a pretty 
wild child. I am used to looking 
after difficult children, but it was 
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a little bit more than just 
' naughty behaviour; I wascou-— 
ceroed that he was going. to - , 
bang into something. 

“It was more than hyperac- 
tive, I thought he could do 
damage to himself and 1 was uu- 
comfortable with looking after 
him," she told. GMTV. 

She said the parents, Debbie 
and Sunil Eappen, did not ap- . 
pear concerned about the ■ 

. child’s behaviour, although Mri 
Eappen said at one point that 
the boy “could be a bit of a - 

handful”. 

Baby Matthew was abauts&L- 
months old at the time of the’ 
interview. ' 

“He was quiet, be was sitting 
in a cradle, just playing with'S- ' 
toy. He was a good baby," Ms 
Blood said. " 

But she turned down the jot ' 
because she did not think dr’i 
would be happy working ihereT- 
she added. 

Ms Blood said that Mr anil !• 
Mb Eappen did not appear ® -■ 
be concerned when she said sbs 
had no experience of looking - 
after babies. 

Mis Eappen had said sbfi^ 
would show her “everything 
you need to know", she saidi,? 

Asked if she was glad sfa* 
had aimed down the job, s&£. 
said: “Very, because this coiM. 
have been me." : .§& 
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COMMENT/5 


Russia’s old hand at the helm 


RUSSIA'S LAZARUS Primp Minister; Viktor 
Chernorqyrdin, started out as the man Baris 


and has ended up in control of the destiny 
of the President - or put more crueDy of 
the Pape and manner of hifl pnlrHral rfomicA 


week being told by his advisers that Mr 
Veltsin was likely to be out of office by the 
tone he arrived in Moscow for today’s sum- 
mit, now finds that his opposite number in 
Moscow has pulled off the most extra- 
ordinary of his many survival acts to date. 
A deal between the C rnnminiirt-dniTiinMt - 
ed parliament and Chernomyrdin is in- 
tended to shore up the President untfl the 
Kremlin elections planned for the year 2000. 

But it is CherocraiynSn who is puffing the 
President's strings, and to him that the US 
will appeal to save Russia's battered re- 
forms, Just five Twwn^q after a panicked 
Yeltsin sacked him, only to re-appoint him 
last week after the sudden rouble devalu- 
ation brought on an even greater panic. 
Chernomyrdin's eclipse ofYfelfcsin is the lat- 
est step in a tortuous and ambiguous re- 
lationship between the two mot which 
began in 1992, when the former head of 
Gazprom, the natural gas industry, was im- 
posed on Yeltsin in his first defeat by the 
Congress of People’s Deputies, the leg- 
islative hangover from the Communist 
era, and an eaxiy power base for the ene- 
mies of reform. 

He replaced Yfegor Gaidar the young 
monetarist beloved of the West, as Prime 
Minister Yeltsm was unable to hide the pain 
of the moment standing with bowed head 
at the pocfium after he had given in, and an- 
nouncing through his sp okesm an that he 
and Gaidar had been “one heart and one 
soul", if the lurid account of the President’s 
ousted bodyguard, Alexander Korsakov, is - 
to be believed, Yeltsin's drink problem 
began -or rather resurfaced -at this time. 

Chernomyrdin arrived in office as the in- 
carnation of all that the Yeltsin team stood 
against He wanted to go slow where the 
reformers sought to move fast favoured the 
role of the state where they elevated the 
market; and caDed for the loosening of mon- 
etary policy while they saw resulting in- 
flation as the greatest threat to prosperity. 

The West has become far more jaundiced 
about the chances of reforms making rapid 
headway in Russia than it was then. As a 
Moscow correspondent when Cherno- 
myrdin arrived in office, I still remember 
our dismay at the first public glimpse erf the 
new premier; still dazed after his leap 
from deciding the fate of oil subsides one 
minute to heading the government the next 
Chancellor Kohl, arriving that day to deliver 
one of his periodic pep-talks and encourage 
German investment was only hdd as he was 
flying over the Baltic States that he was to 
be met by Chernomyrdin, not Gaidar. 

Instead of the pod^ young reformer with 
eager, eccentric English, and a fascination 
for the free market, there stood on the tar- 
mac a sombre figure in a nayyblue rain- 
coat - the traditional outdoors uniform of 
the rtomenldatum. The new PM looked like 
a cross between Mikhail Gorbachev and 
Helmut KohL But his style was pure Homo 
sovieticus, and there was something 
strangely familiar about his habit of deliv- 
ering promising starts to sentences, onfy 
for their reformism to evaporate in the sec- 
ond. “I am for the market, but not for the 
bazaar” was his first soundbite. His first act 
was to try and re-impose price controls, a 
move defeated by Yeltsin's reformist econ- 
omic adviser Boris Fyodorov. 



Anne mcElvoy 

/ still remember our dismay 
at the first public glimpse of 
the new premier - a sombre 
figure in a navy-blue raincoat 

Chernomyrdin was - and still is - a 
representative of the pragmatic if limited 
mentality of tire “red managers’’ who really 
kept the Soviet Union nmmngrn its terminal 
phase. A recent interview wifh the Fmanr 
dal Times exhibits his continuing pride in 
this era; *1 transformed the government in- 
dustry into a company and I myself... was 
the first to do this in the [Soviet] Union. I 
understood even then that we had readied 
a dead end." Hauling Gazprom out of the 
claws of the dying Soviet state created one 
of the world’s largest companies. Cher- 
nomyrdin dearly believes that he is skilled 
at market economics. But running araono- 
poly in an essential commodity, whose 
gargantuan size guarantees it a major in- 
ternational standing, hardly counts as ex- 
perience of the cut and thrust of capitalism. 

Indeed, his attachment to hfe former con- 
tacts (radical reformers nickname him 

the minis ter far fljwprorrfl Rnfcfri him to «bv- 

eral of the business and banking oligarchs 
who are a more powerful force in Russia 
than the politicians. Thar empires flour- 
ished under his premierahip. Fora man who 
believed in the market, not the bazaar, he 

presided over the greatest national cut-price 
asset sate of the century-wito profits flood- 
ing into western bank accounts, not back 
into the impoverished Russian tax system 

It is hardly surprising then, that many 
pro-free market Rfestem analysts are con- 
cluding that the revival of Chernomyrdin 
is a disaster; since he was responsible for 
marry of tire problems to st a rt wi t h . But they 
are unable to suggest a politically valid 
alternative. Chernomyrdin is no fooL He is 
keenly aware that he can onfy prevent a 
worse dedme in Russia - and bolster his 
owncfcanceafrepteringY&hsmmffieffran- 
lin in two years' time -if he manages to col- 
lect some tax revalue from the country’s 
powerful onmpanfes, and clamp down on 
their habit of salting away profits in banks 
outside tire country. In other words, he 
needs to pick a fight with the very people 
who are supporting him now. 

Watching Boris Berzovsky the most 
prominent of the business tsars, telling 
Newsnight that Chernomyrdin would be 
good tor tiie country- and proceeding to 
mix up toe words “country" and “company" 
several times -(fid not inspire confidence. 

But my hunch is that Chernomyrdin has 
learned more in the last sixyears than his 
detractors give him credit foe He has ap- 
pointed as deputy prime minister Boris iy- 
odoroy the same man who defeated Mm 
over price controls in 1993. He also knows 
that Russian business has little interest in 
a folly-fledged Communist revival, let alone 
a Communist in the Kremlin. The red 
managers who rose to political, as well as 
economic, prominence under Mikhail 



The new image of Russia: Victor Chernomyrdin may not be the best thing for the country but he is certainly not the worst 


Gorbachev’s perestroika are scathing about 
ideological (fiehards, like the present Com- 
munist leader Gemady Zyuganov; who have 
substituted nationalist chauvinism for 
Marxist-Leninism. Zyuganov tried to scup- 
per the peace deal that brought an end to 
file pointless, degrading and expensive war 
in Chechnya, after Chernomyrdin had 
helped broker an armistice. 

“They destroyed everything they de- 
stroyed the best people; they destreyed the 
peasants,” Chernomyrdin has said of the 
Communists, a rather cynical outcry for 


someone whose entire career before 1991 
was bound up with the Communist Early 
of the Soviet Union. But it does mean that, 
like Boris Yeltsin, Ms priority is to keep 
Zyuganov and his ally the unhinged 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky; out of power by out- 
witting them in hisdej&cto running of the 
country If he is not the best tiling that could 
happen to Russia, he is far from the worst 

N wfh w. wnlifaehis ffxtrparriK t rhallengw gj 
is he economically illiterate. He knows that 
he must find some way to pay back- wages 
owed to workers (and a cause taken up by 


tire Communists), while avoadinga slide into 
hyper-inflationandasiumpingrowth.Itis 
the most difficult quandary any politician 
in Russia can have, however game his in- 
sstence that this mess is, as he insists 
-absolutely manageable”. 

Boris Nemtsov; the young reformer who 
left the Kremlin in despair last week, sum- 
marises the gamble thus: “Chernomyrdin 
has some chance of winning presidential 
elections, if the economic and social situ- 
ations improves drastically. But then, who 
believes that? Only Chernomyrdin.” 


RIGHT 
OF REPLY 

ANDREW 

PARES 

The President of the 
National Union of 
. Students responds 
to Ken Livingstone’s 
accusation that they 
are backtracking 
on racism 

BEADING KEN Livingstone's 

article in thelndy last 
Wednesday I was struck by 
one overwhelming thought: 
how sad It is that an 
individual who obviously has 
such a positive record in 
anti-racism work can get 
things (on occasion) so 
wrong. 

I wholeheartedly agree 
with Ken's assertion that 
political correctness is a 
reactionary American 
import used fay the right as 
a rallying call for all those 
opposed to the advances 
made in recent years by 
women, Mack and Asian 
communities, people with 
disabilities and lesbians, 
gays and bisexuals. 

However, our Ken, does 
“his” cause no good when 
he attacks the National 
Union of Students for its 
role in combating the threat 
of Islamic extremists on- 
campus, Has Ken 
constructed a league table 
of those who face prejudice 

and itisiYiminatinn and 

prioritised which offenders 
most deserve our contempt 
and attention? 

NUShas never claimed 
the small but dangerous 
groups of Islamic 
extremists are the main 
cause of racism, but they 
are a distinct and real 
threat to the welfare and 
safety of many students. As 
a gay male, I myself; have 
been subjected to some of 
their bile and hatred. 

Racism is a series of 
diverse and often complex 
prejudices between and 
within different groups in 
“multi-cultural” Britain. 

This year’s NUS 
Conference took an 
overwhelming vote to 
establish a Black: Students 
Officer; while in July, 

Neville Lawrence 
addressed our annual 
Student Convention 
The student movement 
remains committed to 
fighting racism in all its 
forms, and I am not alone 
in finding Ken’s belief - that 
fhallp.ng in g Islami c 
prtrpmig m qq camp us u$ 

not reafry fighting racism - 
quite bizarre. 



The changing face of old age 
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MANY CHANGES will be necessary if 
the Government is to fulfil its pledge 
to the electorate to reform welfare so 
that it works with, rather than against, 
the grain of human nature. But pen- 
sions are the big issue. Reform here 
attempts to lay down the basis on 
which future income begins to be de- 
termined only after 40 years or so. 
Suchanfann is not for those who seek 
only short-term fixes. There are, for 
example, still 700.000 pensioners today 
drawing entitlement from the 1925 
Pensions Act 

Pension provision has a profound 
impact on work incentives, as wen as 
on the propensity to save. In taking an 
overall view, this book has important 
lessons for today's debate, provided 
that the reader is willing to push 
through tiie ideological framework 
which John Macnicol seeks to impose 
on the story he seeks to telL 

His book kicks off with an intro- 
duction which hardly links to the rest 
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TUESDAY BOOK 

THE POLITICS OF RETIREMENT 
IN BRITAIN, 1878-1948 

BY JOHN MACNICOL. CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS. £45 


of the volume, the structure of which 
the author tries to fit into tire neat lit- 
tle boxes of class and gender. Fbrtu- 
natelv, the story to be told is so good 
that it keeps breaking out from the lim- 
ited confides the author is intent to 
place upon h. 

Here is one example of the slant in 
much of MacnicoTs text On too many 
occasions, we team that the wicked 
Tories wuuklonty countenance welfare 
reform provided it was financed on a 
baas of national insurance. The work- 
ing class, in otter words, wouttj^fo^ 
Its own reforms. There is no hint that 
there could be otheq more stfosteitiial. 


TUESDAY POEM 


TO THE LONDONERS 

FROM MN 1940* 

BY ANNA AKHMATOVA. TRANSLATED BY RICHARD MCKANE 

Time is writing Shakespeare’s twenty-fourth drama, 
with a dear; dispassionate hand, 
and for us, the partakers ot this menacing feast, 
it is better to read Hamlet, Julius Caesar or King Lear 
by the molten lead riven 

Better for us today to accompany the little dove jniiet 
to the grave with torches and sin g in g , 
better to look through the window at Macbeth 
and tremble with the hired murders; 

but not this, not this, not this, 
this even we aren't capable of reading. 

Our poems this week come from ‘Poetry of the Second World war: art 
International anthology', edited by Desmond Graham (Pimtko. £10) 


reasons for such an approach. Paying 
directly far benefits tnay affect the be- 
haviour of the recipient, for example. 

A farther difficulty with this ap- 
proach conies when theautharmowes 
away from the interwar years, domi- 
nated by the Tories. and on to the pro- 
gramme of postwar reconstruction. 
Clement Attlee accepted the insurance 
principle not because he was a cryp- 
to TOry-noBiing could be farther from 
the truth. He did so because he be- 
fieved thataweHare system winch peo- 
ple believed they owned was one 
which might not only survive longer 
but would play its own part in bidd- 
ing a new socialist commonwealth. 

It is true that Lord Beveridge drove 
the insurance principle into a financial 
cul-de-sac by insisting cm fiat-rate 
contributions for flat-rate benefits. 
Bid both Beveridge and Atflee miti- 
gated the regressive nature of this na- 
tional insurance poll tax by sinung to 

put the t axpay er ’ s contribution at 
two-thirds at the welfare bSOL An analy- 
sis of this Exchequer contribution. 


tem which allowed practically every 
worker to be a fall member erf the in- 
surance scheme, does not feature in 
thfevotozne. 

Where the bocfcisgpodis in the sec- 
tion deafing with the reform of the Poor 
Law; and the advent of ott age 
skins. And It fa ettsefiauiBy good in 
the chapter dealing with ttte interwar 
studies of poverty 

Better than any otherstufor I have 
read, Mamfcol showshow the reform 
trfthePoor Law at the turn of the cen- 
tury was notsimply about easing the 



Poverty still affects too many old people 


lot of the aged pooa; whose only offence 
was that they no longer had the 
strength to drag themselves to work 
shnnkT ar y e mpl o yerwan t ttem. Hrip 
for the aged opened up the opportu- 
nity fora toughCT regime for those of 
working age, and this too wap a goal 
for most reformers who advocated the 
introduction of state pensions. 

Macnic ol excels, adding much to 
public knowledge, and hopeftiDy to the 
political debate, in Ms analysis of 
what was read from the interwar 
poverty studies. He shows how the 
aged poor were very largety written 
out of these studies by those who wrote 
up the surveys, despite what the raw 
data indicated. 

I had long been aware of how 
Rowntree’s arbitrary “poverty fine" 
had underestimated the costs of 
women and children, as compared to 
the adult male. Ihad notappredated 


how a similar exercise operated 
against the elderly. Nor did I under- 
stand how a whole stream of s u rvey 
findings were, m effect, doctored so as 
to emphasise the poverty of the work- 
ing family. 

This part of the book will pay hand- 
soroe dividends once Parliament be- 
gins to debate the Government’s 
proposals for long-term pension re- 
form. No government has been able 
to contemplate reforms benefiting 
pensioners in 40 years time without 
malting, thankfiifly major concessions 
to todays pensioners. John MamMs 
book will provide mudi help to those 
wishing to keep the Govmtmqnt on 
course. 

Thereoieweris MP for Birkenhead 
mdw^w^lrecenilyTnimstervndi 
resporunbili&yjorwdfa 

Frank field 
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Labour says 

no to extra 


cold weather 
payments 


Ministers have refused to 
^iust cold-weather 
Payments to pensioners 
to allow tor the wind- 
chill factor, saying those 
®n low incomes already 
have extra help to heat 
their homes. But Anthony 
Bevins says they have laid 
themselves open to 
accusations of hypocrisy. 


A government decision to reject 
additional cash for some of the 
poorest pensioners to help them 
get through the winter with 
adequate beating was roundly 
criticised by MPs of all parties 
yesterday. 


Following a review of poli- 
cy, to see if the wind-chfl] fac- 
tor should be taken into account 


when making the £&50 cold- 
weather payments - currently 
geared to seven days at 0C- the 
social security minister John 
Denham said yesterday that 
there would have been a real 
danger that many people in less 
windy areas would have lost out 

He said that with a fixed lim- 
it to government spending, ad- 
ditional benefits for some would 
have meant loss for others. 

But Audrey Wise, the 
Labour MP who led a campaign 
against thelbiy government for 
wind-chili to be taken into ac- 
count, told BBC Radio 4’s 
World at One programme yes- 
terday that the reference to bud- 
get restraint was meaningless. 
“Nobody knows what the ex- 
penditure actually will be this 
winter, or any winter,'* she said. 
“These payments are by nature 
emergency payments.” 


For the Conservatives, lain 
Duncan Smith said that Harri- 
et Harman, the Secretary of 
State for Social Security, was 
guilty of breathtaking hypocrisy 
- an identical charge to the one 
delivered by Margaret Ewing, of 
the Scottish Nationalist Party. 

“In Opposition,” Mr Duncan 
Smith said, “ Harriet Hannan re- 
peatedly tried to score political 
points over the plight of the el- 
derly during the winter. She 
raised fears and expectations. In 
government, [she] has changed 
her time." 

David RendeL the Liberal 
Democrat spokesman, pointed 
out that a dozen MPs who were 
now government ministers had 
been among 150 Labour MPs 
who had signed Ms Wise's 
Commons motion calling for 
wind-chill action last November. 

“It is a false economy to 
scrimp and save over keeping 
Britain’s pensioners warm dur- 
ing the winter,” he said. “The 
refusal to boost cold weather 
payments will force elderly peo- 
ple into hospitals, placing an ad- 
ditional drain on aheady-scarce 
heath service funds ” 

Mr Denham said that since 
May, the Government had tak- 
en a number of measures to 
help people on low incomes to 
heat their homes this winter. It 
bad cut value-added tax on do- 
mestic fuel and power bills, it 
had abolished the gas levy, and 
falling fuel prices would 
amount, on average, to the 
equivalent of three cold-weath- 
er payments for aid people 

“No one will be wcxse-off this 
winter he said, “and most ... will 
be better off, better able to heat 
their homes this winter because 
of the measures we have taken.” 


Tories face more 
bloodletting over 
policy on Europe 


The Conservative 
leadership put itself on a 
collision course with the 
party's Euro-rebels 
yesterday, when Michael 
Howard, shadow foreign 
secretary, condemned 
the Amsterdam treaty 
out of hand. 

Anthony Bevins, Political 
editor, reports on the 
first big test of Tory 
divisions. 


st European treaty, 
i r Tbny Blab at Ams- 
oon after he became 
inister, marks “an mi- 
le step towards an in- 
federal superstate ” 
rard warned yester- 

erdam is a bad treaty 
i for Britain and bad 
pe,” be said, 
ith the treaty’s Corn- 
Mod reading scbed- 
, r 12 November, 
Clarke, the former 
5r of the exchequer 
of the leaders of the 
)ro- European party 
I* has already made it 
"the leadership would 

t to go to the wail over 

Se said: “The Am- 
nesty is a fair old 

r a treaty. 

most European 
it has some good bits 
; less good, but over- 

alanced document It 
not involve some 

otal transfer of pow - 

i. « 


tire strengths. 

Mr Hague said in a Daily 
Telegraph article on the angle 
cuneixy yesterday: U A small mi- 
nority of Conservatives are un- 
happy with the party’s agreed 
policy. “It is a perfectly hon- 
ourable position and they will 
have a free vote if the issue ever 
comes before ParliamenL 

“But I will not allow any- 
one to hold our party to ran- 
som.” 

Ian Thylor, the only rebel 
so far to have resigned from 
the Opposition front bench, 
told BBC Radio 5 Live: “I 
would say we are about 30 out 
of 165. That’s not a small mi- 
nority.” 

Any backbench Tory revolt 
on Amsterdam could provide 
the first test of numbers - ex- 
cluding the hidden force of 

pro-Europeans within the shad- 
ow cabinet and the front-bendi 
team in general. 

The Independent under- 
stands that there are at least 36 
hard-core rebels, although but 
Conservative Mainstream, the 
umbrella organisation under 
which the rebels will fight, said 

yesterday that it would not be 
publishing any list of MPs who 
signed up. 

But Paddy Ashdown, the 
Liberal Democrat leader, said 
on the BBC radio Tbday pro- 
gramme that this week’s events 
could lead to a full-scale Tory 
split- with MPs defecting insig- 
nificant numbers. 

He said it would be like the 

move by Labour MPS, in 1981 

i ... JMwtMr 


liam Hague, the 

Tonservative Bjt- 
iis Eun>rebels a 
y to oppose the 
- ' cut- 



jo usivc ojjvi _ 

separate Social Democratic 

* >a -Tbe issue of Europe would 
lead to a reshaping of the 
British political landscape and 
the parallels to what happened 
in the Labour Party * 
l9S0s is compelling, Mr Ash- 
down said. 

“Then, what started as a 

tsetion developed into aaKtual 

spUtoflhepaJff.eventuaftrr^ 

firing in the fonnanon of the 
SDE 

-The Tory party. * lo °S 
term- needs to go through that 
catharsis and then come back to 



Clark’s dog gets its 
day in court 


On the defensive: Alan Clark MP arriving yesterday at Folkestone magistrates’ court where he and bis wife, Jane 
faced charges of owning a dangerous dog, which is alleged to have attacked a photographer Photograph: Bin Graham 


Conservative MP Alan dark 
offered a BBC TV photogra- 
pher money to drop a court 
against him after he had 
allegedly been bitten by the 
MFs rottweiler dog, a court 
was told yesterday. But al- 
though Mr Dark also asked 
BBC bosses to put pressure 
on him, Peter Powell refused 
to bad: down, it was said. 

Mr Clark and his wife 
Jane appeared at Folkestone 
magistrates' court, in Kent, 
charged with owning a dan- 
gerous dog. Mr Powell said 
the rottweiler tried to bite 
his face and throat, but end- 
ed up tearing skin off his 
arm as he protected himself. 
Prosecutors told the court 
they were seeking an order 
for the dog to be properly 


controlled, not destroyed. 

The incident is alleged to 
have taken place at Mr 
dark’s home, Saltwood Cas- 
tle in Kent, as a television 
crew arrived to interview him 
after he had secured his 
nomination as the candidate 
for Kensington and Chelsea, 
in west London - a seat he 
subsequently won at the gen- 
eral election. 

In court, Mr dark denied 
ever offering to give Mr 
Powell money to drop the 
case. He accepted that one 
of his two rottweilers may 
have been “out of control” 
for about three minutes but 
insisted it was not the dog 
stated in the charge that had 
bitten Mr PowelL 

The case continues. 
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Italy’s new crop stifled in the shadow ofia paradise 
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years in the 

<*°Wrum s> theitana n 
has something to 
^ut about -a new 
£“ ve of film comedies 
Tuscany. They am 
<Soin 8 good business act 
box-office winning 

T*®* 1 festival prize and 
drafting new talent into 
a stnj 8gling industry. But 
are they any good? 

Andrew Gumbel went to 
find out. 


Two years ago, Leonardo Pier- 
acciom was just another for- 
gettable “new talent” in an 
Italian cinema industry that 
had long since lost its way. His 
first film, / Launeati, came and 
went virtually unnoticed by 
public or critics. His second, n 
Ciclone, seemed set for a sim- 
ilar fate. 

But then something strange 
happened. The few urban cin- 
emas where the film was 


auuiKu seeing meir au- 
diences come back for a second 
or even a third time. Instead of 
closing after a few weeks, the 
film hung on in there. A few po- 
lite notices in the newspapers 
suddenly turned into a torrent 
of public praise for a comedy of 
manners that, it was said, was 
as frothy as it was refreshing. 
Within a few months, Pierac- 
cioni's slight romantic tale 
about a group of beautiful fla- 
menco dancers stranded in the 
Tuscan countryside had turned 
into an offbeat hit — taking the 
sort of box-office money 
(£25m) usually reserved for 
Hollywood blockbusters. 

This month, Pieractioni's 
latest offering, Fuocki 4‘Arttfi- 
cio, was given a release to match 
its commercial promise: show- 
ings in every multiplex and big 
screen in the country, T-shirts, 
CD-Rom tie-ins, Internet sites 
- in short, the works. By happy 
coincidence, it has appeared at 
the same time as another keen- 
ly awaited TUscan film, Ovoso- 
do , Paolo Virzfs comic portrait 
of working-class life in Livorno, 
which was a bit at the recent 
Venice Festival. Add to these a 
forthcoming new film by Rober- 
to Bangui, the eccentric Hiscan 
comic best known abroad for his 
work with the American direc- 
tor Jim Jarmusch, and you have 
the makings of a TUscan cine- 
malic renaissance. Or at least 
that is how the Italian papers 
are heralding it 

The realty is a little more 

complicated. At least part of the 
media's enthusiasm comes from 
the fact that the Italian cinema 
has been languishing for longer 
than anyone cares to remember. 
The country that produced Bi- 
cycle Thieves , The Leopard and 
La Dolce Vita in the first two 

decades after the Second Wadd 
War ran - out of cinematic in- 
spiration sometime in the ear- 


ever since to recover ft. 

The roll-call of recent Ital- 
ian cinema sounds Bke an eerie 
echo of an earlier age -names 

such as Gassman,Tbgnazaand 
De Sica that unfortunately (for 


children of famous fathers and 
underline the extent to which 
the industry has turned into a 
self-serving nepotistic clique. 

New talent tends to be 
squeezed out either because all 
the production resources have 
already gone to the pet projects 
of the privileged few, or because 
there is no space for them in cin- 
emas filled to bursting with 
American blockbusters. Dis- 
tribution in Italy is the virtual 
monopoly of one company, 
Cecchi Gori, which believes in 
saturation-bombing its audi- 
ences with titles likely to pull in 
the crowds. Quirky new work 
from Italian directors barely 
gets a look-in. 

The Tuscan films (and, to a 
lesser extent, a stream of new 
titles from Naples) thus give at 
least two reasons to be cheer- 
ful. First, because they are the 
product of genuinely new talent 
and second, because they prove, 
with their strong regional 
flavour, that there is life beyond 
the stagnant world of Rome and 
its once-fabled studios at 
Cinetitth. 

But what, beyond the hype, 
are the fifans really like? Ovoso- 
do is almost certainly the best 
of the recent bunch, a coming- 
of-age story told with a verve 
and visual flair reminiscent of 
Truffaut- The milestones of the 
plot (odd family, offbeat 
friends, the frantic adolescent 
search for love, the hard reali- 
ty of adulthood) might be a bit 
weary, but the setting (the un- 
fashionable side of unfashion- 
able Livorno) certainly is not. 

Beoigni is an undeniable 
comic phenomenon, as any- 
one who has seen Down By Law 
oi Night On Earth (both by Jar- 
musch) would readily ac- 
knowledge, but his strengths as 
a performer far outweigh his in- 
different talent for directing. 

As for Pieraccioni, he seems 
to have become a victim of his 
own success, H Ciclone was 
charming and unpretentious, 
but Fuochi d’Artificio - repris- 
ing the theme of a simpatico 
thirty-something trying to nav- 
igate his way through a crowd 
of lavishing women - is, by omn- 
mon consent, heavy-handed 
and relentlessly mediocre. •_ 

The fact that such a film 
should be promoted so heavi- 
ly points less to a cinematic re- 
vival than to a continuation of 
the long-standing crisis: the 
crisis of an industry that occa- 
sionally takes commercial gam- 
bles, but never artistic ones. 

It is surely significant that the 
few genuinely profound, inter- 
esting Italian films of the 1990s 
(such as Gianni D’Ameho’s U 
Ladro da Bambini, which won 
second prize at Cannes in 1 992) 
have been so poorly marketed 
that they have barely been seen 
abroad at afl. Italy's one gen- 
nznefy independent auteur; Nan- 
ni Moretti (who made another 
Cannes success, Dear Diary), 
only survives by producing and 
dgstrilwiiDgl^wQrithimaeilL 

This state of affairs is unlikely 
to change with the present Tiis- 
can revival. Fbsracdoaiand'Vizn 
might be a breath of fresh air, 
but Rossellini and De Sica ihey 

are not-nor are they ever Hk^ 
]y to be in the prevailing at- 
mo sphe r e of stifling conf o r m i ty - 


Boom time for 
European films 


Cinema admissions are 
booming all over Europe, in 
the best year for decades. 
And locally made Sms are 
gaining some of the Ixnefits- 
In Germany, the Federal 
Film. Board (FFA) said ft ex- 
pect a to^ofl40imDicni 
onemavisits by Germans by 

the end of the year - note 

thaninai^yearinthfi 


missions for Januaiy-July 
1997 stand at 74.8 miBiao —4 
per cent up on the same pe- 
riod in. 199d CAA are pro- 
jecting the . number of 
admissiODS for the year 1997 
jo total 134 million, again st 
123 million for 1996. This is 
the highest figure foradmis- 
sj'ans since 15774. Admissions 
for September 1997 Saw an in- 
crease of 49 per cent on the 

come month in 1996. The 
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Critics have hailed a new 


crop of comic films as the 
hope of a return to the 
post-war tradition of 
Italian cinema, whose 


works indude (right) La 


Dole e Vfta (I960) and 


(above) Bicycle Thieves 
(1948) -a tradition 
celebrated (left) in 
Cinema Pamdiso (1989). 


But stifling conformity in 


the film industry means 


the new generation have 


little chance of producing 


a new Fellini or de Cica 


Photographs: Kobal 
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Threatened 
auditor saved 
taxpayer £4m 


A university admissions fraud 
detection unit whose £175.000 
annual government funding is 
under threat saved £4m in false 
student award claims last year. 

The verification unit at the 
Universities and Colleges Ad- 
missions Service is held up as a 
shining example of successful 
fra nd -busting, in an Audit Com- 
mission report. 

However, a Department for 
Education and Employment 
spokeswoman said yesterday 
that the department was still 
considering whether to maintain 
the annual grant. 

The unit, employing three 
staff, uses a computer system to 
anaivse thousands of university 
application forms. Last year it 
slashed the fraud detected in 
student awards to £0.9m, from 
£4.9m the previous year. 


Lady makes plea for Ulster peace 


America's First Lady, Hillary 
Gintou. arrived in Belfast yes- 
terday to stress the continuing 
interest of the United States 
in the Northern Ireland peace 
process. 

She delivered a peace lec- 
ture emphasising the need for 
compromise in political nego- 
tiations and reconciliation in 
community relations, receiving 
a warm welcome during her 
one-day visiL 

She declared: “Be assured 
the United States is your part- 
ner in the long haul to peace." 

She had earlier said in 
Dublin: “My husband remains 
personally committed to this 
effort and to those who take 
risks to make peace happen.” 

The occasion was seen as 
reaffirmation of the direct 
United Slates involvement in 
the peace process and politi- 
cal developments. The Stor- 




Hiltary Clinton displaying 

a teapot given to her by 

the late peace campaigner 
Joyce McCartan 

Photograph: Reuters 

to see whether they will be able 
to end a generation of sense- 
less killing and forge a lasting 
peace. When the people want 
, rh* nhliaatkm of do* 


French truckers set to stn^e 

_ c rnke bv French lony dri- 
t mt-ditch talks aimed at av ° ldjng Rritish hauliers braced them- 
in enured* ^ 

.elves for repetition of the privets and enipiqieis 

SSstNUber. N-^^^ony' ac^tothe 
had breken down “amjd 9 set to begin agamat4pm 

--j-.T^ncnsirt Association, dui ration. reoresenbn2 


mont multi-party talks are be- 
ing chaired by former US sen- 
ator George Mitchell, and 
President Clinton regularly 
voices his interest in the North- 


ern Ireland question. While 
lobbying in America was once 
seen as the almost exclusive 
prerogative of Irish national- 
ist politicians, the Clinton ad- 


ministration has now estab- 
lished contacts with almost a& 
points of the political compass. 

Mis Clinton said of the 
talks: “The world is watching 
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poore It is me UWlgpuw* 
lidcal leaders to find the com- 
mon ground where it can 

thrive. 

‘‘That requires compromise 
and reconciliation. That in- 
volves postponing or even giv- 
ing up one’s cherished ideals 
in the belief that others will do 
the same to end the conflict 
and build a better future." 

Sinn Fein welcomed Mrs 
Clinton’s words as “a positive 
and useful contribution to the 
peace process". 

1 _ David McKittnck 
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British firms, said they ahead. The driveis are threal- 

strike was “ 90per a^d 40 motorway points from 10pm 

ening to block P 0 ^ if their demands far a 7 per 

tomorrow for an “indefinite pen^ ^ deDiand ing a guaran- ; . 

“°d £fa^fXu?fl.OOO for 200 hours ^ 

A month of sun and frost * 

w-hb-i-— - 

yesterday. There were a ^^ So „ th _ ea5 t saw 50 per cent more 
cent above the averse fluctuated sharply, from 

sunshine than nonnal. Butrem^ram^ ^ ^ end 0 f the month 
2 UC (7 9F) in ^^dN^^rland. Unusually severe 
in Buckinghamshire and r! 14Clowe r than average for the 

right frost brought ‘^Sf^forfshire and the South Mid- 
ttae of year. B^^^SrStempetatures since 1931. 
"^"uheweather to remain setded until Tuesday. 

Campaigners attack mine 

1 Activists opposed to opencast - 

Of pounds worth of damage ® jn anacked plant equipment 

terday. Police said 300 campaign convoy of vehicles t 

near Tibshelt Derbys hire, er Police believe the pro- ^ 

at 6am. However, no i irr ^ ^-.rirshire. although campaigners said 
testers travelled from South Y _. s j t e between Alfreton 

afle^ ^virooo*”^ 

refiSd^comment on any damage yesterday. 


Teachers reject speedy 
sackings for incompetence 


The Government came under 
fire from teachers’ leaders 
yesterday after extending rec- 
ommendations made by 
unions and employers for a 
fast-track dismissal procedure 
for incompetent teachers. 

The school standards 
minister. Stephen Byers, ap- 
proved recommendations 
that will see staff removed 
within just four weeks in ex- 
treme cases, and otherwise 
within two terras. 

However, the Govern- 
ment is extending the new 
procedure to heads and 
deputies, and is stressing that 

long-term sickness will be 
no defence against dismissal. 
-There will be zero tolerance 
of delays," Mr Byers said. 

Loral authority employers 
have told the Government of 
cases where teachers have re- 
mained on the payroll for as 
long as five years. 


Details of the new proced- 
ures wfll be sent to schools 
and local education author- 
ities within 14 days. 

The Government’s ap- 
parent sense of urgency yes- 
terday drew criticism from 
teaching unions. Peter Smith, 
general secretary of the As- 
sociation of Teachers and 
Lecturers, insisted the prob- 
lem of incompetent teachers 
was “relatively small scale . 

“By all means let’s deal 
with it quickly, but to suggest 
that there is a crisis out there 
on which the Government 
needs to act within 14 days is 
nonsensical," he said. 

Nigel de Gruchy. leader of 
the National Association of 
Schoolmasters — Union, of 
Women Teachers, has written 
to Mr Byers expressing a 
similar concern. 

Lucy Ward 
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underground 

leak will soon 

caught in our 

radar trap- 



Stopping leakage is the top priority for us at Thames Water. But finding 

leaks in an area like ours presents enormous difficulties. 

Many of the most serious escapes of water are deep underground where 
nobody can see them, amongst a forest of pipes up to 30 feet below tall 

buildings and busy streets. 

Much of our 20,000 miles of pipe is buried in clay, too, which expands 

and contracts according to the changes in temperature. 

In our £200 million programme to dramatically reduce leakage, we re 

increasingly using state-of-the-art radar technology. 

Our radar scanning equipment can send a stream of electronic pulses 

through the ground which will not only locate where the pipe is buried 

but the existence of any unusually wet area of soil 

If a leak is suspected we can use flow meters (which can pick 
up any unusual change in water flow), and correlators (which 
use electronic signals and sound) to further pinpoint the exact 

s 

position. Repair teams can then go in and fix the leak. 

Finding leaks more quickly through advanced technology 
m eans we can save more water and reduce disruption both to our 
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customers 


and traffic. 


If you’d like to help us by reporting a leak, please 
L telephone Thames Water on our free 24 -hour -Leakline. 

IP just call us on 0800 714614. 
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Nazi toll 


;355* 


• An estimated 100,000 
homosexual men were 

• i sated by Nazis, and 
about 50,000 jailed of 
which 5,000 to 15,000 
were sent to 
concentration camps. 

• About 9,000 
homosexuals believed 
to lave died in camps. 
Six million Jews and 
500,000 gypsies 
perished. 

• The German 
government refuses to 
pay compensation to 
homosexuals, who were 
considered “criminals" 
until 1909. 



V. 
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omosexual prisoners in 
■csenhausen: they were 
weed to wear pink 
iangular patches known 
s ‘Rosa Winkeis* 
tocograph: Wiener Library 
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Gay activists 
press for 
German 


apology 


Gay-rights activists have 
written to the German 
Chancellor asking for 
compensation and an 
official apology for the 
gay community's 
sufferings during the 
Holocaust. Jos on Bennetto, 
Crime Correspondent, 
reports the Nazis’ 
forgotten victims’ 
struggle to gain 
recognition and 
reparation. 


Jer, bead of the SS, police 
stepped up raids on gay meet- 
ing places. 


It was early morning when 
Fnedrich-Paui von Groszheim 
was dragged from his bed by tbe 
Gestapa He was arrested in the 
port of Uibeck with with 230 
other suspected homosexuals in 
1937. “They beat us to a pulp," 
he recalls. “I couldn't lie down 
... my whole back [was] bloody. 
You were beaten until you fi- 
nally named names." 

He was eventually offered 
the Nazi “alternative” of cas- 
tration or concentration camp. 
He chose castration, a decision 
which probably saved his life. 

Paul Gerhard Vogel, who 
was also arrested on charges of 
homosexuality, was not given 
that option. 

Sentenced to seven years in 
Emsiand penal camp, he was 
made to work up to 15 hours a 
day, seven days a week. 

“For half a year, 1 was kept 
bent over,” he says. “My hands 
were tied to my ankles.” He was 
forced to go to the toilet in his 
pants, and to lick food from the 
floor. Several of the guards 
sexually abused and beat the ho- 
mosexual prisoners. 

Mr Vogel was later trans- 
ferred to Nazi-occujaaJ Norway 
to work in freezing conditions, 
clearing snow in the far north. 
He was given shoes made of 
wood, paper and wire. To keep 
warm he had to stuff three lay- 
ers of newspapers under his 


spiralled. Accusations of ho- 
mosexuality were also used 
against suspected political op- . 
pooents of the Nazis. 

Once imprisoned and con- . 
victed of homosexuality the in- 
mates, who were known as 
“175ers” and often had a pink - 
triangular patch, known as a-, 
“Rosa Winker, sown to their 
jackets, often endured savage 
treatment by prison guards. 

Some homosexuals were vic- 
tims of medical experiments, in- 
cluding castration. 

Operations to “convert’ 7 
men to heterosexuality by in- " 
setting hormone capsules were 
carried out, sometimes with fa- 
tal results. . . 

In spite of their sufferings, . 
most homosexual concentra- 
tion-camp prisoners were not 
acknowledged as victims of 
Nazi persecution after the war 
and compensation was refused. 

Under the Allied military 
government of Germany, some 
gay men were forced, to serve - 
out jail sentence regardless of 
time spent in concentration 
camps, although that period is 
deducted from their pension. . 
entitlement. Rule 175 remained 
in effect in West Germany un- 
til 1969 and in 1957 the 
Supreme Court ruled that ho- 
mosexuals arrested by the Nazis 
were common criminals and 
therefore legitimately incar- 
cerated. 

Gay-rights groups are now 
clamouring for the German 
government to acknowledge 
the past atrocities, pay com- 
pensation and establish a mon- 
ument to remember the Nazis’ - 
homosexual -victims . at; .a ^ 
planned Holocaust memorial . 
next to the Brandenbuig Gate 
in Berlin. They are 'angry that 
most of the plethora of books 
about the Holocaust have ig- 
nored tire plight of homosesif: 
als and at the failure of the 







Peter TateheU: organiser of a day of remembrance 
in London tomorrow Photograph: David Sandrson 


clothes. Miraculously, he sur- 
vived the war. 

These two were among 
about 100,000 gay men arrest- 
ed in Germany and Austria be- 
tween 1933 and 1945. 

Some 50,000 were jailed, 
mostly in regular prisons, while 
up to about 15,000 were sent to 
concentration camps. It is not 
known how many of them died 
but one scholar believes 60 
per cent - 9,000 - could have 
perished. Gay men - few les- 
bians are believed to have been 
arrested or persecuted -were a 
target of Nazi wrath in their at- 
tempt to “purify” society and 
propagate a master-race. 

Soon after he took office in 
1933 Hitler banned all homo- 
sexual and lesbian organisa- 
tions. Brown-shirt ed storm 
troopers raided homosexual in- 
stitutions and the numerous 
gay bars and cafiSs that had 
flourished in the relative free- 
dom of tbe 1920s, particularly 
in Berlin, Hamburg, Munich 
and Bremen. 

Is 1934 a special Gestapo di- 
vision an homosexuals was set 
up. One of its first acts was to 
compile “pink lists” of sus- 
pected homosexual mem such 
lists had been kept by police 
since 1900. 

In 1935 Paragraph 175 of the 
Crimma] Cbde, dealing with ho- 
mosexuals, was tightened to 
penalise a broader range of 
“lewd and lascivious” acts be- 
tween men; the need to provid e 
overriding proof of homosexu- 
al conduct was removed. 
Spurred on by Heinrich Himm - 


authorities to prosecute any of 
the Nazi doctors who carried 
out experiments on gays. A ho- 
mosexual umbrella organisa- 
tion is also lobbying officials in 
Switzerland for inclusion of 
gays in the new £50m fund to 
aid victims of die Holocaust 

The OutRage! gay-rights 
group has written to Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl of Germany 
asking for an official apology to 
the gsy community, payment off 
.. compensation similar to that 
awarded to Jewish survivors, 
and better pensions^ 

A spokeswoman for the 
Germany embassy in London 
said: “The whole discussion 
has started again and we have 
been asked for compensation 
but at present there's no special 
provision for homosexuals.” 
Tomorrow OutRage! has or- 
ganised a Queer Remembrance 
Day ceremony at the Cenotaph 
in London for homosexuals 
who died during the Second 
World War. 

Peter IfctcheD, of OutRage!, 
said: “It’s time the German 
government apologised for the 
Nazi persecution of homosex- 
uals and paid compensation to 
gay Holocaust survivors. “The 
stoiy of the gay Holocaust has 
been suppressed by most his- 
torians and most people are un- 
aware of the atrocities that 
were carried out" 

The story of gay Holocaust 
survivors is being shown in a 
film, Ms WereMtuked With a Big 
A, for the first time in Britain 
tomorrow at the Freedom Bar 
in London at 3pm. 
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Symbol of Israeli 
national identity 


The Uzi sub-machine gun, a lethal symbol of technical efficiency: fsraef has delayed the latest shipment after complaints at the numbers on sale in the OS civilian market 


Rugged, reliable and cheap 
to make, , the Uzi subma- 
chine gun was first manu- 
factured in Israel in 1954. It 
was designed by Uzi Gal. 
who now Jives outside 
Philadelphia, but, after bis 
family fled the Nazis, was 
brought up in Kibbutz 
Yagour in Israel where be 
sketched his first gun designs. 

Imprisoned by the British 
in his early twenties, Mr Gal 
became, on release, the chief 
armourer for the local unit 
of the Hagan ah, the Jewish 
resistance army. He repaired 
weapons obtained from 
around the world, noting 
their good and bad points. 

His ideas eventually 
turned into the Uzi. Whh its 
short barrel, limited recoil 
and good balance, with the 
magazine in the handgrip, 
this is essentially the weapon 
which is still in such demand 
iu the US today. 

Israel Defence Industry 
claims, however, that it has 
modified the gun to make it 
impossible to fire it auto- 
matically and given it a 10- 
bullet magazine. Gun 


controllers say that the Uzi 
can easily be made automatic 
again and 100 - round maga- 
zines are available. 

From the beginning the 
gun was a symbol. “H was a 
great moment for the state 
of farad' 1 * says Mr Gal. “Be- 
cause never in 2,000 years 
had there been such a thing; 
a weapon that the Jewish 
people had made for them- 
selves, and I designed it from 
the ground up." 

Uzi Gal never received a 
shekel in royalties for his in- 
vention though it has earned 
hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars for Israel Defence In- 
dustry. When his daughter 
fell ill and could only receive 
the required treatment in the 
US, he cashed in his pension 
and moved to Pennsylvania. 

The claim of the Gain the 
other less famous Israeli as- 
sault rifie, to total originali- 
ty is not so well established. 
Designed by Israel Galil it is 
said to derive from the 
Finnish AK.-74. which is in 
turn a modified version of the 
Soviet AK-47. 

— Patrick Cockbum 


Uzi spreads 
to America’s 
mean streets 


Israel has become 
involved in a bitter 
dispute with American 
gun-control advocates 
over the export of a 
civilian version of Uzi 
sub-machine gun to the 
US. Patrick Cockbum in 
Jerusalem reports on the 
row which is pitting 
American politicians 
normally sympathetic to 
Israel against the Israeli 
defence industry. 


Israel's most famous brand 
le, identified with military 
vessand technical effiden- 
3ut now the Uzi, first man- 
tured as the world’s most 
;ect submachine gun in 
I, is becoming a symbol of 
Terent sort, provoking deep 
Jons between Israel and the 
“Night and day I win expose 
ad that you, the Israelis, are 
lg guns that wifi Idfi children 
policemen,” Senator Diane 
stein from California 
the Israeli ambassador in 
bington. 

be battle to stop the sale of 
mafic and semi-automatic 
s is important for gun oon- 
advocates in the US. It is 
a struggle they thought they 

uvon in 1994 when President 

ion signed the ban on as- 
I weapons. But manufac- 
rswere quick to circumvent 
new rules. For sale in the 
the automatic firing mech- 
u of the Uzi was eliminate 
>ut Senator Feinstein says 
i be made automatic again 
bur minutes, exactly. Our 
rts did ii”. 

■ is not a good moment for 
amin Netanyahu, the Is- 
prime minister, to alienate 
ntial friends in the US. Re- 
us are already frosty be- 
B of his failure to fulfil the 
accords agreed with the 
stiniacs. American Jews 

Jienated by what they see 
e refusal of orthodox rab- 

i Israel to accept them as 
Jewish, a chief rabbi m 
alem describing US Jews 
unions of lost souls . 

lie initial shipments of as- 

weapons would he of 
(Uzis and 2,600 Gaifis, an- 
■automatic rifle, but not as 
us or original as the Uzi, 
derived from the Soviet 
17. Mr Netanyahu this 
, after a series of meetings 

Ms advisers. dedd«iw®- 

ede^aicboftheGalilsto 
ys. President Clintonhad 

jyput a temporary stop 
nport of the Uzis by O-F. 
berg & Sons, a well-know 1 
^cticut gun manufaeftum-- 

, rac Israelis are aston^^ 

jm udTgoodwfflshouidbe 

1 for so little. “The sale of 
fcj and the Galil wfll W™ 


American public opinion 
against us," wrote Eliahu Ben 
Elissar, the Israeli ambassador 
to the US in a letter to Defence 
and Foreign Ministries in 
Jerusalem published by the 
daily Ha’aretz in a detailed in- 
vestigation into the whole affair. 

There were divisions Be- 
tween the state-owned Israel 
Defence Industry (IDI), which 
manufactures the Uzi and the 
Galil, and Israeli diplomats. 
Though 30 other Senators sup- 
ported Diane Feinstein's cam- 
paign. the IDI thought it would 
blow over. They also remem- 
bered the S200m they bad made 
from selling the Uzi in the US 
before 1994. Each one cost 
$50 to make in the factory in 
Kiryai Shmona in northern in 
Israel and retailed for $900. 

But the manufacturers of the 
Uzi understated the depth of 
feeling in the US. In San Fran- 
cisco alone, where Senator 
Feinstein. who is half- Jewish, , 
was once mayor, 5M00 people j 
have been kdled in gun-related ! 
incidents in the last three years. 
Nor is she alone. Senator 
Robert Tbmcelli from New 
Jersey, normally a stalwart of 
the pro- Israel lobby, said: “If 
there’s any country in the world 
that shoald understand the 
problem of dangerous weapons 
and the damage they can do in 
a civil society, it is Israel 4 * 

In the last two months rela- 
tions between Israel and the 
arms controllers has become in- 
creasingly envenomed. On 11 
September, Senator Feinstein 
wrote a letter to Mr Netanyahu, 
endosingfllisS of American Chil- 
ians and policemen killed by the 

Uzi. She said it was ironic that 
the US sent aid and mflhaiy 
equipment to Israel, while “Is- 
raeli arms manufacturer are 


not for defence, but to k3L” 

Mr Netanyahu replied that 
yhg Uzi was sold primarily to tew 
enforcement organisations in 
the US. But when Senator Ffe- 
instem saw Mr Ben Elissar, the 
Israeli ambassador in ^fesb- 
ington, she accused the prime 
minister of tying. She said: “He 
writes that the Ud is sold to law 
enforcement officials. We 

checked, and not a single fed- 
eral or state agency uses the 
Uzi” She rebutted the ambas- 
sador’s claim that the gun 
would be used mainly for hunt- 
in<T and target practice, saying 
ji bad neither the range or ac- 
curacy for either. 

Senator Feinstein conclud- 
ed by asserting that the sale of 
the Uzi to the US was against 
Jewish ethics, saying “The Uzi 
is identified with Israel and Is- 
rael is Jews.” Israel is noi can- 
celling the sale, but Mr 
Netanvahu’s decision this week 
ip delav the shipment of the 
Uzis and Gal3s for 90 days is a 
sign that he recognises superi- 
or political firepower- 
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Ladies called to account as bank 
cuts ties with genteel tradition 


It was a milestone for the He floors. They weren't very business and rush in at lunch 
Brit ish women's movement and user friendly." time and there are a lot of re- 

the end of an era for Edin- With plush carpets and soft tired ladies and ladies of leisure, 
burgh's legendary ladies, as the colours at the ladies branch, sfl.- Mostappreoate that there was 
ledgers and the powder room ver service coffee was on offer a female staff and they could 
closed yesterday on a refined from a staff member who also talk to tbemmore than the staff 
banking tradition. looked after the flowers and the downstairs." 

The Royal Bank of Scotland well-used powder room. “We had coffee served by a 

shut its only ladies’ branch, af- Those awaiting service sat in very nice lady. Mis Anderson, 
ter 33 vears of sterling service upholstered comfort and a and we could leave mwsages r 

- its customers toasting a gen- courtesy phone remained in others, or if you had a eavy 

eration of exclusive female fi- place until four years ago. The package yon could leave 1 

nance with wine, nibbles and third and final coffee lady re- Mis Anderson until you 

regrets at its passing. tired then, cutbacks saw an end ready to go home. . 

The cost of installing the lat- also to the flowers, while the The alternatives from Mot 
ca technology is too great to jus- customer profile was becoming day do not attract 
tifV the separate branch, given somewhat mature. MacGfflwi^. 

the relatively low number of cus- Three generations of one She objects to queuing. , 

tomer visits. family based in Manchester hearing problem meais tew 

In future, customers - who have held accounts; a woman phone ® no ^ 

number around 1.000 -will have from north of Dundee used to the tamultiptetf 

to lake their chances with the leave her mother at the bank only sbe says, is 

unisex banking crowd on the while shopping; and current £1 ° Je bliyingis a 

ground floor, though acting clients include at least one no use ifah y ^ 

branch supervisor Betty John- prominent figure in the London newspaper. _ _ _ 

ci.irv will he there initially as a media, who remains discreetly 



Bank transfer® - * atst 

making aTinaltra^ 

at the ladies' brancM 

Edinburgh yesterday. 

the taw gave women^ 

right to own proper^ 
their own right ... 

very convenient wag 

sayingwh aesmme& 

photograph Colin Mdl 
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stone will be there initially as a media, who remains discreetly 
“meeter-grccter" to watch for anonymous, 
her customers and to intro- Elizabeth MacGHlivray from 
duce them to their new tellers, the Bumton suburb of Edin- 
Thc branch opened in De- burgh, a former nursing ad- 
eem her 1964. an ideal import- mmistrator wboisnciw“pastber 
ed from New Zealand by a male mid-seventies" , has held her ac- 
senior manager. With women count since it opened, 
taking more control of their fi- “I found it a very convenient 

nances, this was a place where way of keeping my pernnaliic- 

they could talk with female count apart from my household 

staff in comfortable and leisure- account,- she said. “In other 
h surroundings. words, since the law gave 

‘ -The bank's image was still women the chance to own some 
verv much Captain Mainwaring, property in their own right, 
where the manager wore a and not just be an appendag 
bowler “said RBS spokes- of their husbands, it was a vety I 
woman Ann Barr. “Our branch- convenient way of saying what s 
es were sombre places, with mineismine. . 

metal bars at the teller and mar- “There are ladies who are in 
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YOU'RE LOOKING 


A T the Hanging Rock, formed by over a million years o 


f erosion, deep in the heart of 


New Mexico . Around here it's the most breathtaking suspension you 


ft,, leeo Grand Cherokee 
'll ever see. Or it was until the jeep 


Limited came along. Its soph 


isticated quad*. coll .aspen. Ion be.t. any sedimentary glyptolith hands do* 


n. Add to that 


the 8 way power adjustable soft leather seats 


Etomatic temperature control and a 6 speaker au 


dlo system (tor rock fa ns) 



gulden 

^ ufir-ortLr.r.y , 




est End Office 


d Ladies Branch 
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E D I M E N T A R Y 


The branch has closed after 13 years 
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McAleese 
wins Irish 


The Kind of suspens I o n 
you don't usually experienc 
in a luxury car. 


V V 
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presidency 


mSS«* last night romped ^onsb.oad^erwasmp^ 

home to an easy win byatwo. clarify of to 

,«me nurgin-nthe to*P belied her political 

ldcntial election, R inCTperieuce. She is now giving 

f °aT^on 8 pollcd surpris- ^rious^utotiontoamore 

ing^weU in * i 'E£ e sh[we d ^DMaCith a national aver- 
Mrs Mc/S with 4b per ^ 5"^°^ Sng 

aisssxs rs gxskzs: 

debatoor were unwilling to de- 


i- 



0? 


Banotti led in four m,ddle- — ‘^.od^ 

?^r n T°t« : P " r Care their intendon to support 
r.f Mr« McAleese, her. . 
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cent ahead of Mrs McAleese. 
Transfers of sccoud-prefer- 


A 




$ 


^hrdfdreeiigib.ee.ec 

ence votes for the lower 

^dictates tot nigMPoni^d tot presidential pollrn 

a final outcome of almost ou per Tho^ heavy ram was 

^XrM^MeAIeeseandj^t smear 

over 40 per cent for Mrs Bto- deployed in fte hus- 

0lt AH sides ^e“to^S.ssscon- 

-Uagjniijp a nomination mrtn x!. hie in the referendum on re- 

S^uncUs without party mgm foe 

S ngf and then commgthod ^ w ^ he ld on Tbms- 

""y ““ITS 

over : 0 pcr cent in some ar , laIge nnmbereof spotoi 

^■Without a polittol ^ XfTnfoSn written on 

sx&gh -=s— - 

for ordinary people. 


her. 

The Left’s Adi Roche con- 
ceded defeat before lunchtime. 
Having led at the start of the 
cam paign, she fell back dra- 
matically after the subsequent 
nomination of Mrs McAleese, 
and a series of bitter attacks on 
her by former colleagues m 
her Chernobyl Children’s Pro- 

1 She finished in fourth place 

with barely 7 per cent, a result 
likely to cause soul-searching m 

Labour ranks where the cam 
paign was expected to restore 
morale after the party's deci- 
mation in the June general 
election. Derek Nally, a fonner 
garda and founder of the Vic- 
tim Support charity, drew 5 

P er “ a V . oitmhlP elec- 
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istoric fight between girl boxers is 



Marie Davies and Marie Leefe: taking advantage of equal opportunity laws which have now been applied to boxing 


it's one of the most comfortable rides of any 4x4. But as well as luxury the J P 


ecoods (13.9 in the Laredo turbo diesel) 

awesome power. Its 4 litre, 6 cylinder engine achieves 0-60 mph In under 


In fact, you'll have to go a long way to find anything as ruggei sp ec tac 


ir instance. Prices for the Grand Cherokee range start at £26,495 on the 


ND CHEROKEE 


out 


A change In the 
Queensbury rules has 
allowed an officially 

approved, alt-female 

boxing tournament to 

take place for the first 
time. Petra KcndaH reports 

Best friends Marie Davies and 
Marie Leefe were last night 
punching their way into the 

record books by becoming the 
first women in Britain to take 
part in an officially approved 
boring tournament. 

Organisers were swamped 
with more than 700 requests for 
the £3 tickets - double the ca- 
pacity of the small Dairy Sports 
and Social Cub in Whitland, 
Pembrokeshire, where the bout 


was staged. 

The two 16 -year-olds 
launched women’s amateur 
boxing under the unlikely ring- 
of “Cheesey" and 


and a four-mile run. They also 
have three rounds of sparring 

PCr Marie Leefe said; “Ws came 
down for training first, then de- 
cided that we were going to 

bat" , 

Marie, who has won 4 /d 
rosettes for showjumping, said; 
“I’m not intimidated by all the 
attention - it’s the critics more 
than anything, but the match 
will go ahead despite what they 

think. .. . 

“My friends love it, I think 

they’re more excited about it 
than we are." 

Mike “Digger* Haines, the 
teenagers’ trainer, is confident 
about their ability: “1 don’t see 
anything wrong with the 
match,” he said, “boxing is no 
more dangerous than any oth- 
er sport. 

“It’s not a blood-and-guts 
sport, like a lot of critics make 
out*, he added. 

Marie Davies’ decision to un- 
influenced by 


women 

amateur boxing 
the sport in line with equal op- 
portunity laws means that 
women can now compete m 
tournaments. 

Both college students, the 
two young women trained to- 
gether formore than a year for 
their three-round match. On a 
typical training day, the girls 

take part in various exercises, in- 
cluding 15 minutes of skipping 


choice", he added. 

An attempt last month by 
two 13-year-old Midlands 
schoolgirls to become the first 
female tournament-boxers was 
abandoned when one of the girls 
pulled out because of adverse 
publicity and criticism from the 
British Medical Association. 


WOMEN FIGHTE RS IN BRITAI N 


The British Ladies Basing Association was set up four 
yjTagoTthe bade mom of a pub in Tooting, soud, Ion 


• This year the Amamur Boxing Assertion ^ .away J 


^ of male tradition by allowing women to fight compeu- 


i Women amateurs can now compere on the same bill ^ 
regulations, for bouts at championship 


the rule changes 


• Doctors 
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• The most famous 

from Hull, who was lightweight champion , 

learnt her trade in the fairground boxing booths of England 


• Th^Snen’s world welterweight champion tea Briton. 

Couch. 28, from Fleetwood in l f n ^ h ! r V|J°^ s 
twice successfully defended her title in the United Sores 
and is preparing to do so again 


Council rejects 


the female touch 


It was a case of having a 
woman’s touch. Sarah-Jane 
Brooks had that and much 
more. Tbo much more, as far as 
her prospective employers we re 
concerned. 

Ms Brooks, who is also 
known as Mr William Anthony 
Brooks, is a hermaphrodite. 
And she is set to take legal ac- 
tion a gains t her local council for 
disc r imina tion after they re- 
jected her application to work 
at a women’s centre. 

Deriding which sex, Sarah or 

William, had been a matter of 
mood - until recently. But, for 
the past 18 months. Miss 
Brooks bas been living as a 
woman and decided to apply to 
work at the Watford Women’s 
Centre, having had previous ex- 
perience in simil ar jobs at cen- 
tres in London and Manchester. 

However, the local council 
disagreed. “When I turned up 


they would not let me in because 
they said I looked too much like 

a man, ” said Ms Brooks. 

“The point is that I am both 
a man and a woman, and they 
have no right to choose which 
sex to judge me on. 1 have 
worked at womens' centres be- 
fore and I was accepted, 1 don’t 
know why they have turned 
me down in Watford.” 

Ms Brooks is confident that 
the council is wrong. “I know 

the law very well in this area and 

I will be taking them to court 
over this.” 

But a spokesman for Wat- 
ford council — who referred to 
Miss Brooks as a man - said: 
“The planning group at the 
Women's Centre considered 
this request fully. But we feel he 
cannot be admitted to the cen- 
tre which is a focal point for the 
women in this town." 

— R andeep Ramesh 


Former Lib-Dem candidate 
to stand again in Beckenham 


The Liberal Democrats yester- 
day named Rosemary Vfeueriein 
as their candidate in the Beck- 
enham by-election caused ty the 
r esignati on of disgraced former 
Tbry MP Piers Merchant. 

Ms Vetteriein, 25, a restau- 
rant assistant manager, fought 
the Kent seat ax the general 
election, when she took 9,858 
votes. 

The Tbries have picked the 
former whip. Jacqui LaiL, as 
thdr candidate. Ms Lait was the 


first female Tory whip and lost 
her Hastings and Rye seat on 
1 May. 

Mr Merchant, 46, who is 
married, spoke of his desire to 
shield his family and friends 
from “intensive and continued 
intrusion” when he stepped 
down as Beckenham MP two 
weeks ago after newspaper 
Haims about a relationship with 
18-year-old Anna Cox. 

He subsequently admitted to 
the affair in newspaper articles. 
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IMF rescue for Indonesia 

The International Monetary Fund has announced a $23 bfflion 
emergency rescue-package- the second-largest in the fund s his- 
tory - for Indonesia, with the United States and other countries 

DTepiuing to provide additional billions of, dollars. 
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Saddam Hussein has no hope of sanctions being Bfted Photog-aph: Reucers 


Iraq holds firm to bar on 
US arms inspectors 


Iraq says it will not back down 
from its decision to bar 
Americans from taking part in UN 
arms monitoring. Washington 
refuses to rule out military action. 
Patrick Cockbum examines the 
unfolding crisis. 


Iraq savs it is ready for military confront- 
ation after barring two American arms in- 
spectors from entering the country. The 
United Slates says Iraq has “made a mis- 
take" by worsening the confrontation that 
has led to the United Nations Special Com- 
mission (Unscom) on Iraqi missiles and 
weapons of mass destruction suspending its 
work after six years. 

Neither Iraq nor the UN Security Coun- 
cil show any enthusiasm for escalating the 
crisis, while one important option for the 
UN - suspending the oB-for-food pro- 
gramme - has apparently been ruled by the 
US. James Rubin, the US Stale Department 
spokesman, said the agreement under 
which Iraq exports S2bn (£1 -25bn) worth 
of oil every six months is a separate issue 
from the present dispute. 

Meanwhile, Richard Butler. Australia s 
former ambassador to the UN, the head of 
Unscom, said he could finish his work in 
Iraq within a year if Baghdad resumed co- 
operation. He said: “From day one, Iraq 
dragged its feet. They can have this over 
within six, nine or 12 months.’' Iraq believes 


the US and Britain are determined to use 
weapons monitoring as an excuse to main- 
tain sanctions for the foreseeable future. 

In Baghdad, the ruling Baath Party news- 
paper said the leadership had taken the 
decision to bar Americans from taking part 
in the inspection teams after losing all hope 
that sanctions against the country would be 
lifted. “There is no other alternative before 
Iraq to get out of the dark tunnel of the em- 
bargo in which America put the country," 
said the daily Al-TIunm. Iraq has given the 
10 American members of the 40-member 
Unscom team a week to leave the country. 
Baghdad has long regarded Unscom as be- 
ing under effective US controL 

Russia, while condemning the Iraqi 
move, said it opposed the use of force. Yev- 
geni Primyakov, the Russian Fbreign Min- 
ister, said in Cairo at the conclusion of a 
Middle East tour; “We are against any use 
of force against Iraq. I speak about this be- 
cause some voices appear, particularly in 
the United Kingdom, to be speaking about 
the use of force against Iraq, We strongly 
object to this." 

Britain said on Thursday it did not rule 
out any option, indoding the possible use 
of force, to bring the Iraqi Leadership back 
i into line on weapons inspection. In prac- 
■ tice, however, the UN's options are hmit- 
\ ed since missBe strikes in 1993 and 1994 
. proved symbolic rather than j effective, 
i Other possible measures include extending 
r the no-fly zone for Iraqi aircraft over cen- 
s tral Iraq or banning travel by Iraqi officials. 


I ne UVlt ilscu win piyv«* ihuuu, ui*. — : 

the Asian Development Bank $3-5bn for the economic bail-out, 
announced Michel Camdessus, IMF managing director. Anoth- 
er $5 billion will come from Indonesian assets, he said. • 

The U.S. contribution in loans, if necessary, would amount • 
to $3 bflUoti and would come from the Exchange Stabilisation 

Fund; the source that Preadent Bill Qinton- tapped in 1995 to 

rescue the Mexican ecoooqjy after its currency collapsed. 

— Af* Washington 

New US landmine solution 

Madeleine Albright, the Secretary of State, said the United States 
has a new plan to rid the world of landmines by 20.10. She planned 
to join with William Cohen, Defense Secretary, to announce de- 
tails last night Ms Albright made the disclosure in a speech on 
the needs of countries attempting to establish stability after long 
years of civil strife. •- 

Last month, the Clinton administration refused to endorse a 
newly negotiated global treaty to ban landmines bn grounds that 

such weapons are needed on the Korean peninsula. 

. — Af> Washington 

Expo ’92 cover-up exposed 

A government audit of Spain’s Expo *92 - a showcase of thefor- 
mer ruling Socialists - has determined it lost 35 billion pesetas 
($230 million) and that the books bad been cooked to show the 

World's Fair was profitable. 

The findings of the Accounts Tribunal, reported on Friday by 
the state news agency EFE, brought an immed iate call for a par- 
liamentary investigation. There was no immediate reaction from 
ousted from power in the 1996 elections 

amid a string of scandals. —AP, Madrid 

Rush for French residency 

About 150,000 illegal immigrants to France 
idency under a government offer expiring on flocri 

of applications tes surprised the left-wing ^vernment wh^ came 
to pcwsHast June pledging to relax hardline immigration laws. 

THaefriterior Ministry said it was not planning to 
sive expulsions and it hoped to convince those ap P 1 *^ 
are tSEed down to return home with a financia ^^^^ is 

Fraud uncovered in Bosnia 

international Deace eoonfinator, accused Bosn- 
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in the Modem Art M useum m Vienna yesterday — 

Protesters keep human 
rights on Jiang’s agenda 




The Chinese leader, Jiang Zemin, travels 

to Harvard today where he is likely to con- 
front the biggest protest of bis controver- 
sial - and at times combative - US tour. 

. Harvard University has been a havener 
a number of Chinese dissidents, mdudmg 
Chai Ling, one of the young leaders of the 
1989 student protest in Tiananmen Square. 
Tbe planned demonstration, which the Res- 
ident of Harvard refused to ban, will be a 

challenge to Mr Jiang, whose abflity to cope 

with protest has been in question through- 
out the past week. 

On Thmsday, the Chinese leader was tak- 
en into Independence Hall in Philadelphia 
by a back door and cancelled a wa lk to se e 

’ the Liberty Bell nearby so as not to confront 

a couple of hundred demonstratorc. Yes- 
terday, be visited New Ybrt, where his tour 
tookhi the heart of US capitalism, the New 
York Stock Exchange. However, he was re- 


ceived neither by the mayor of Newjork, 

Rudolph Giuliani, nor the governor ot New 

morepream- 

nenttoduring official discussions than 
^ti^ted-AlffidTjorntP^^; u. 

^ceonWednesd^,ftesa^tKnam Mj, 

ton accused China of being on the wrong 
ride of history" in its intolerance of poL 1 1- 
■ral dissent^ while Mr Jiang defended the 
Chinese army’s assault on Tiananmen 
Square as necessary to sustaining national 

^a^eech to the Asia Society , Mi Tfeng 
referredto “democracy" as a rondition for 
modernisation in China. The effect was out- 
weighed, however, by his resort tothe ar- 
i that “before adequate food 
clothing is secured for the people, the en 
joymerft of other rights is out 

— Mary Dejevsfey. Washington 
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Diabetes affects 10 million Americans 


than 40 million marts ($22 minion; nom **** „ 

Westendorp, the High Representative to Bosnia, said an m- 
temational rq»rt revealed widespread diversion of tax revenues 

was conducted hy the^cW^l 
Assistance Office (CAFAO), a European^ 


The incidence of diabetes has reached a 
record level in the United States, affecting 
more than 10 million people - a six-told rise 
since 1958. An estimated 6 million more 
may be affected without yet knowing iL The 
Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion in Atlanta, the national agencies re- 
sponsible for collecting medical data, 
febutt thfeW%^>crease in obesity, 
'and tifc fact thafpeOpIe:are living longer. 

krinore overweight 

■ £ = • 


population," said Dr Frank Vmicor, head 
of the CDCs diabetes division. “We are less 
active and we are also getting somewhat 
older. If you put all these factors together, 
we are seeing a chronic disease epidemic 

° a Some?experts believe that the increased 
consumption of soft drinks and low-fat 

foods, bo th of which have a high sugar con- 
tent, are contributing factors. . . 

— Mary Dejevsky, Washington 
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Nightmares 
of torture 
haunt exiled 
witness 
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Terrorised: Inspector 
Abdessalam was forced to 
sleep in police stations 
after a bomb attack by the 
GIA wrecked the Kouba 
police family residences in 
Algiers. Every day, police 
were killed. 

Photographs O AbbasfMagwrn 
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For four years. Inspector 
Abdessalam of the 
/Algiers central police 
furce saw his colleagues 
executing prisoners and 
watched suspects In 
agony as their nails were 
tom out under torture. 
Some were suffocated 
with acid-soaked doth. 
Now in exile in Britain, 
he tells Robert Fisk he 
was lucky to escape 
death at the hands of his 
own police force. 


Even in the doorway of the Sher- 
aton hotel in Belgravia, centra) 
t yidon, Inspector Abdessalam 
Rjks every bit a policeman; tall, 
suspicious, potentially aggres- 
sive. shaking hands with uneasy 
courtesy. And when he tells his 
dreadful, bloody stoty, he does 
so with detachment, a police of- 
ficer making his report just as 
he did when he was m charge of 
police equipment at Dar al-Bai- 
da, not far from Algiers in- 
ternational airport 

He joined the police in 19S1 
- “I wanted a respected job, I 
wanted to serve the people," he 
says - but like all his comrades 
in the Algerian police, things 
began to go wrong for Ab- 
dessalam in 1988. when street 
draionsliatioos for democracy 
vl.rc broken up by the army, 
when police stations were at- 
tacked. He never liked the Is- 
lamic Salvation Front whose 
certain victory inthe 1991 elec- 
tions prompted the military- 
backed government to cancel 
the poll and ban the party. Ab- 
dessalam lived in the poor Kou- 
ha district of Algiers but had to 
leave home to sleep in police sta- 


that a well-known terrorist 
called Milliard Mansouri [later 
killed hy security forces] was 
there with his family. We didn’t 
find them. But we surrounded 
the area where his two-storey 
house was. We fired tear gas 
into the house. We told the oc- 
cupants over loudspeakers to 
give themselves up. There was 
no reply. So we started shoot- 
ing with RPGs (rocket-pro- 
pelled grenades]. 

"It turned out [here were 
three children, two women and 
a man in there. They were all 
burned to death.” 

Abdessalam ’s nightmares, j 
however, are reserved for his I 
memories of torture - the sys- 1 
tematic and brutal interrogation 
of prisoners in which, he says, \ 
be never took part. 

“Sometimes the prisoners 
were forced to drink arid or a 
doth was tied to their mouths 
and arid poured over iL The tor- 
turers came from the Judiciary 
Police. They did their work in 
the mechanics garage next to the 
police surety office at Daira. I 
remember their names. One 
was called Baussad - he died lat- 
er. They also pulled out men's 
beards and took out their nails. 
Sometimes prisoners were 
forced to stand next to tables 
with their testicles on the table 
and their testicles would be 
beaten. They were forced to sit 
on bottles. And all the while they 
would be asked questions. Who 
were you with? Who are your 
friends? Where is your ammu- 
nition? What are your plans? 

“A small number of the pris- 
oners gave information. Some 
preferred to be killed. Some 
died underwater torture. On or- 
ders, those to be killed would 
be taken out of the city. There 
they were released and told to 
go, and were shot in the back. 










Western friends: America, Italy, Germany and 
France supplied police with equipment 


lions when the police were tar- 
geted by “Islamist" guerrillas. 

"We were terrorised." he 
says, sipping cofrcc in the Sher- 
aton's lounge. “Eveiy day our 
friends were killed. We didn't 
know what to do. Inside the po- 
lice stations, we smoked hashish 
- all the police were doing it to 
calm their nerves. We took 
tablets when we went out on 
night operations. I was a driver 
then and my comrades shot at 
anything that moved. Wc were 
frightened. 

“When we had intelligence 
information, our officers would 
send us to a location and .say: 
■Don't bring us live prisoners - 
Kill!’ All through 1992 this 
happened. I saw my friends 
killing in cold blood, in the 
strecu killing alleged Islamists. 
We did these sorties two or 
three times a day." 

In March 1994. Inspector 
Abdessalam and his colleagues 
were sent to the “Islamist" vil- 
of Sidi Moussa outside Al- 
giers at five in the morning, "We 
were a big force, gendarmerie 
and police together. Wc sur- 
rounded the village and shoot- 
ing started from everywhere - 
byusandthe guerrillas. Wc sur- 
rounded the place and an assault 
group went inside; these were 
the people who did the killing. 
When it wa! ‘ daylight, they 
brought 00* bodies - about 
90 of them, including three 
women, most tilled hy bullets or 
rockel-l? 0 f M : ,ll ‘ d grenades. Wc 
lost three pof*° emcn and soldiers 
dead and 15 wounded." 

Sidi Moo* 3 was later to be 
the scene of 3 mass slaughter of 
women and children by men 
who were sa> d *y *e govern- 
ment lo W member* of the Is- 
lamic Ariocd Grou P (GIA >- 
Bmi Abde ssa ' ani remembers 
Br-n ZargStbest. "Wc went there- 
in 1 9U4 after we had intelligence 
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The bodies would be taken to 
the morgue - they were not giv- 
en to their families. They were 
buried secretly." 

In addiliun to his job as 
driver. Abdessalam was ord- 
nance officer for the Algiers city 
police, receiving equipment 
from Italy. Germany and the 
United States. He lists the ar- 
mourers malter-of-factly, as if 
unaware of die implications of 
what he is saying: that these are 
the countries which supply the 
Algerian security forces whose 
cruelty is now notorious. 

'We got clothes, uniforms 
and ammunition from Italy, 
pump-action shot-guns and 
Beretta 9mm pistols - they took 
IS bullets each - and from the 
beginning of the violence, the 
Italians sent us 7mm pistols. 
From America, we got tear gas. 
flak jackets and the police ‘nin- 
ja’ uniforms with their masks. Yfe 
got our police cars from Ger- 
many and France. From the 
end of 1992. we started sending 
police lo France for training " 

inspector Abdessalam de- 
cided to leave Algeria two years 
ago. fearful that his life was in 
danger from his own side. “I be- 
gan to suspect that most of the 
policemen who died were being 
tilled by the authorities because 
ihev were not collaborating 
enough with the government or 
because they were suspected of 
having sympathies with the op- 
position. 

“Many of my friends in the 
police were killed, often at 
home. Sometimes the people 
who did the killings were fol- 
lowed by us and went into po- 
lice barracks - mainly in the 
Bcnaknoun area. When wc saw 
them, we'd get on the radio and 
ask what wc should do. And the 
voice would come back, saying: 
‘You hare to leave the urea. Mis- 
sion over!'” 
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One of the first steps to creating a 
beautiful floor Is the full colour. 
Inspiring Fergo brochure. Perga floors 
give you warm, natural good-looks In a 
variety of subtle patterns and finishes. 
AspirationaL and surprisingly inexpert' 
give. And, reassuringly, with a 15 year 
guarantee on Original Perga It'll open 
your eyes to creating a beautiful new 
look in your home. 


Address 

Pr*rt*ut* IN2 

IIPERGO 

inspiration. At your feet. 

Pantevp Ltd - Roaring Dfvbfcm. 
P.Ol&ox 391 

Gwvk*W Sussex RH 10 2GE 

0800 374771 
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I was wrong, says 
video smacker 


A businessman who developed 
a video promoting smacking 
children with a leather strap to- 
day abandoned his plans, say- 
ing: “I was way off the mark." 

Philip Holdway-Davis told 
PA News he would “go back to 
the drawing-board" after a bar- 
rage of criticism from children’s 
right groups. The 37-year-old in- 
surance broker, living in Hamil- 
ton. New Zealand, had wanted 
to sell the 9-in “Safe Smacker" 
strap with his video, the “Safe 
Smack Parenting Programme'’. 

U advised that a child of 
seven could be struck with the 
red leather strap up to 30 times 
a day. and was based on sound 
research, he had maintained. 

Bui after the National Soc- 
iety for the Prevention of Cru- 
elty to Children condemned 
the video for “legitimising vio- 
lence against children”, he ad- 
mitted he had got it wrong. 

“1 was completely out of 
touch with public opinion and 
I'm really sorry if I've upset 
people,” he said. 


Mr Holdway-Davis, origin- 
ally from south London, who in- 
vested £12,000 of his own 
money in the product, had 
planned to sell it in the UK by 
mail order. “I have always been 
interested in parenting issues 
and I felt I bad a lot of useful 
advice and research which could 
help people." 

But, he agreed, “The 
psychology was all wrong. I 
was only advocating light 
■cmnHring, but 1 can see now 
some people could use too 
much force." 

Now Mr Holdway-Davis 
p lans to rework his material to 
produce programmes based on 
gentler forms of child control. 

“Verbal warning, loss of priv- 
ileges, isolation for bad behav- 
iour, rewards for good, are all 
good methods which I wanted 
to share with people." He ad- 
mitted having used a strap on 
his sons, aged two, five and sev- 
en, and said, “I still feel that a 
little smack can be right in cer- 
tain circumstances.’' 



Passenger anger 

as fares go up for 
Tube travellers 


Ministers have not come 
up with any cash next 
year for London’s ailing 
Tube despite promises 
to get people out of their 
cars and on to public 
transport. Randeep 
Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, explains 
why that means the 
passenger must pay. 


proiert “ the Nitioml 

Greenwich, where he is leading its £I09m redevelopment ^ 


“These Coloroll 
wallcoverings 
are now under 


are now under 
£3 a roll.” 





Low, low prices on 


the things you 


Fare increases on London’s 
Underground system of more 

than double the rate of inflation 

were ann ounced yesterday and 
met with a furious response 
from passenger groups. 

Consumer watchdogs ac- 
cused London Transport of 
“unacceptable and unreason- 
able behaviour" after it an- 
nounced the increases which wfll 
see some weekly Tntvelcards 
rise by up to 8.9 per cent 
The cost of a zone-one sin- 
gle Underground fere - cover- 
ing central London -will rise by 

10p to £130 from next January, 
resulting in an increase of 30 per 
cent over the past three years. 

The bus network will also see 

large rises. One-day bus passes 
for the outer London zones 
two, three and four will go up by 
lQp to £2, and weekly bus pass- 
es for the same zones will in- 
crease by 6.5 per cent to £6.60. 

Conscious ofthe fury the ris- 
es would engender. Labour 


m inis ters ordered IX ta make 
the announcement yesterday, 
rather than on Monday. Labour 
spin doctors consider Friday a v 
-better news dajT as people are 
thinking about the weekend. ? 

The fores increase wfll raise ; 
more than Om for the network , 
next year. Toiy cuts, which have _ 
yet to be reversed by Labow 
ministers, have left the TuJ. * : 
£150m short of the subsidy it : 
expected this year. 

To counter suggestions that 
managers are milking the 1.6 
million daily passengers, some 
inexpensive feres are being in- 
troduced. For 16- to 17-year- 
olds, LT will offer a 30 per cent 
discount on adult fares for 
monthly bus and Tube passes. 

But Sir Alan Greengross, 
chairman of the London Re- 
gional Passengers Committee, 
said: “London "Dransport are 
blatantly milking the captive 
market of central London pas- 
sengers ... This sort of price rise 

will do nothing to encourage the 
shiftfaway from the car. Inde^\ 
it only reverse it." 

London Transport claimed it 
■ faced a funding cutback of 
| £700tn over the next three years 

« and an investment backlog on 
5 the Underground of £1.2bn. 
s A spokesman sakb“Vife have 
y, tried to strike a balance between 

I- keeping feres attractive to the 
!- travelling public and achieving 
I. our business need for increased 
*_ revenue through a real increase 
ir in feres.” 
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‘Standard’ to pay £40,000 
for contempt of court 
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TOOrrimx 
370mm x 8m 
or 150mmx 
370mm x 5.3m. 
Was £5.39 


tf Catcher 4HA Pressure Washer 
pressure hose wtthtngger 
gun. Spray lance fitted with a 

... « t_ « _ •— l iHfn ee i iM 


£4 


variable jet pressure 
nozzle and J 

washing brush, m 






MARIA DAVIES 
Interior Designer 
B&Q ISLE OF MAN 
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Vacuum 
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Mechanical 
HmefTOTB 
Up to 96 on/oft 
settings per day. 
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Wallcoverings 
'' by Coloroll 

Available In various designs 
and cotouways. 10m. Was S499 


Energy 20Q0X 
Electric Shower 

9.5kW. . 

Was £ 149.99 

. 99 * 


plpp^Co-ordlnattng 
'p* Borders. 5m. + 


Was £3.99 
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^Bloomer 

> Available in 
3 varieties. 
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The London Evening Stan- 
dard newspaper was fined 
£40,000 at the High Court 
yesterday over an article that 

halted the trial of IRA ter- 
rorists accused of escaping 
from Whitemoor Prison. 

Lord Justice Kennedy 
said the article, which re- ' 
vealed that some of the six 
men on trial had been con- 
victed of terrorist crimes, 
was a contempt which “had 
a very serious effect on the 
administration of justice”. 

It had forced Mr Justice 
Maurice Kay, the trial judge 
at Woolwich Crown Court 
“to abort a very important 
criminal trial in which the six 
defendants faced serious 
charges”. The “negligence" 
had cost the paper legal costs 

estimated at around £50,000. 

“But that in our judg- 
ment is not in itself a suffi- 
cient penalty ” said Lord 
Justice Kennedy. “In the ed- 
itor’s own words, what hap- 
pened was a fiasco, a failure 



Hastings: Embarrassed 


of judgment and procedure” 
Mr David Tanmck QG 
representing the Attorney 
General, said that Standard 
editor Max Hastings had is- 
sued a memo; to his staff 
about the “serious embar- 
rassment” the article, pub- 
lished in January this year, . 
had caused the newspaper. 
“A whole succession of 
experienced journalists, all of 
whom should have known 
better, bear various degrees 
of blame,” it said. 
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PrecIsion^Jeop Cut Mitre Sow 
Saw Wade length 
550mm. _ X Mm 






R° renc ®y?1?S 1500 Ptu* _ „. 

Ceramic Wall Tiles 1500 watt motor with 

Box of 27. Available integral shredding 

m Grey or Peach. system and 

Plain, border or Inset. collection bag. 

20 cm x 15cm approx, weight 5.1kg ; 

A/: .99 SES*l 

per box 


Ftymo 

Garden Vac 

1500 Hus 


Was £19.99. 




Ashacast 
Gala W 
Bawl Sink Bg| 
with Tap 
Pack 
White or 
champagne. 



£129" 


Dulux Once One Coat Vinyl 

Soft Sheen BnuWon 

Pure Brilliant White or 
various colours. m_ . ■ 

25 ritres. was £1349 mt ■^■eoch 
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Girls scramble 
to go to work 
on an egg 


Fingerprint 
expert guilty 
of forgery 
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B&Q Vbiyl 
Matt or Silk 
Emutekm 
Pure Brilliant 
White. 5 Mies. 
Wbs £8.99 


WhMpool ;£;4 TZ^T. 

IffiS^wall married hood 
arid gas hob, available In 

Brown or White. 
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i Indian Jewels 

Ribbed Base 
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various colours. 
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£17. 
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£.Z 1 Paint __ 


Paint 

Pure Brilliant White 
or various colours. 
2.5 litres. 

Was £13.99 


Sandvfk Hard Point AO, 
Handsaw 244 

Was £10.99 
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pendant UpHghter 

Available In 
various colows. 
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Forget girl power - most girls 
expert to do the cooking when 
they grow up, according to a sur- 
vey published today. 

More than 90 per cent of 
girls aged 7 to 14 said they 
would be wilting to do the 
cooking in their households. 

Boys say that would be fine 
by them -80 per cent said they 
had no intention of slaving over 
a stove or a microwave when 
they were adults. 

Six out of 10 boys said they 
did not know how to boil and 
egg, while more than half ad- 
mitted they had never followed 
a recipe. But seven out of 10 
girls had begun practising for 
domestic duties later in life by 
learning to cook with a recipe 
book, and more than half said 
they knew how to boil an egg. 

Unsurprisingly, both boys 
and girls said that women make 
better chefs, according to the 
survey, carried out by the 
British Egg Information Service 
to launch November as Crack 
an Eg g Month. 

The month-long promotion 
is being run to h ig hl igh t the con- 
venience and nutritional bene- 
fits of eggs and to promote the 
Lion symbol, which is used to 
mark eggs produced under 
higher standards of hygiene 
and welfare than those required 
by law. 


A Scotland Yard fingerprint i 
expert resorted to forgery to | 

dear a huge backlog of work, a 

court heard yesterday. 

But Peter Smith's panic- 
stricken decision to put bog 115 

signatures on police statements 
was quickly discovered and cost 
him a glowing 25-ye«r ; c ^ eer - 
Sacked from his, job and 
suspended as a lay j«n^icb.er by 
his church, his life was now a 
“shattered” ruin, Southwark 
Crown Court was told- 

Judge David Elfefi P 111 
45-year-old Smith '-.on. three 
years’ probation aii<£ warned 
him he was wi thin a rdusk er °f 

being jailed. 

“I can tell you wb»l^ had on 
my blotter - nine tn^dhs, he 
said. V 

Because Smith (fid not have 

the courage to ask 
his heavy workload^ 6 had 
stooped to what aaK^ ed a 
“very serious interfeP® 1 ^ 
justice", the judge trfdhini. 

“But, I think -jfiBf.T 1 640 
imagine the lonetihcS^* y°“ r 
position under presSp^* 
judge added, “and * “ al 
which makes me saj^ 8 * t * us ® 
not a case wherel y° u 

to prison." • 

Smith, of WacW?®' J- r °y' 
don, in Sarrey, adstj^ 6 ” ^® r 
counts of forgerjf-^J, 4,11 
December 1994 and*?™ 
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She whispered, 
she roared, she 
wept, she soared ... 


From the moment of 
La Norman’s grand 
entrance in shimmering 
blue chiffon, her strong, 
creamy voice and sense 
of drama proved more 
than equal to Beriioz^s 
testing song collection 
‘Les Nuits <Tet&’. 

Adrian Jack marvels at the 
diva's Barbican concert. 


You'd expea a singer's solo 
spot to be in the middle of an 
orchestral concert, not at the 
end. But if B rahms 's G minor 
Piano Quartet orchestrated by 
Schoenberg had come after 
the interval on Thursday 
evening. La Norman's fans 
might have left a lot of emp- 
ty seats. 

It's a long way from the 
artists' entrance to the Barbi- 
can platform, and Norman 
did not want to be seen strug- 
gling the distance. After all, 
she is a diva, and should sim- 
ply appear, by as close to su- 
pernatural means as the 
Barbican's carpenters could 
devise. So screens were spe- 
cially constructed each side to 
conceal the goddess until she 
was safely on the stage. The 
sight of her scarcely needed 
enhancing. She had tugged her 
hair upwards in a dark blue 
chiffon, so that it climaxed in 
a sort of exclamation mark. 
Her dress was simple black 
crepe, draped with a di- 
aphanous blue over-garment. 
The style evoked the salons 
and boudoirs of the early 19th 
century, the colours suggest- 
ed the erotic nocturnal melan- 
choly of Berlioz's six settings 
of Thcophile Gautier, Les 
Nuits d’ete. 

Originally. Berlioz wrote 
the songs for different types of 


voice, though they are neatly 
always sung by a mezzo-so- 
prano. The strain on one 
singer can tell, and the effect 
of a collection, which wasn't 
conceived in the first place as 
a cycle, can become monoto- 
nous. Although Berlioz kept 
his orchestration light, the 
music is grand, and Norman's 
strong, creamy voice was cer- 
tainly built for grandeur. What 
surpassed expectation were 
the many ways in which she 
varied it. In the delicate, trip- 
ping “Vflianelie”, she reduced 
her potentially enormous 
sound playfully, without any 
sign of awkwardness. “Le 
spectre de la rose", rapturous 
and swaying, called for a more 
ardent, sustained One, a big- 
ger voice, twisting upwards 
perilously at the end of the first 
verse, later hushed to a whis- 
per against softly bubbling 
harp, to the words “Ce leger 
parfum est mon fime / Et j 'ar- 
rive du paradis” (“This deli- 
cate perfume is my soul and I 
come from Paradise"). 

At the end of the song, 
Norman looked upwards, 
smiled, opened her arms, then 
closed her eyes. She may scorn 
acting for intellectually in- 
clined opera producers, but 
she can certainly do it on the 
concert platform. Besides, 
there was enough acting in her 
voice to make her expansive 
bodifygesCures an optional ex- 
tra. In “Sur les lagunes", she 
lamented her dead lover with 
a sepulchral resonance on the 
word “loujours". and softly 
squeezed “femme” and “elle" 
as if she were kissing them. 
The refrain of “Absence” - 
“Reviens, reviens. raa bien 
aimee" ("Come back, my 
beloved"), pitched cruelly high 
and stretched in time by 
Beriioz - receded in the back 
of her head like a hopeless ap- 
peaL It was a brilliant siroke 


of expressive colouring. These 
details all contributed to a sus- 
tained view of each song as a 
whole. The only thing that left 
a little to be desired was the 
way Norman sometimes dis- 
torted the sounds of words for 
the sake of musical smooth- 
ness; so “la blanche tombe” in 
“Au dmetifcre" scarcely had 
any consonants, and in “LUe 
incotmue", the repeated word 
“aiie" sometimes began with 
an “ah”, so much nicer to sing 
than “ai". Still, it’s a very rare 
singer indeed who never re- 
sorts to that sort of self-help. 

The London Symphony 
Orchestra under Michael 
Tilson Thomas supported 
Norman wonderfully. Only 
here did Tilson Thomas follow 
a score. He conducted 
Berlioz’s Overture Le Car- 
naval Remain and the 
Brahms/ Schoenberg Quartet 
from memory. Schoenberg's 
arrangement was commis- 
sioned by Otto Klemperer 
and the Los Angeles Philhar- 
monic. It stopped just short of 
frivolity with touches of tri- 
angle and xylophone in the 
scherzo-like second move- 
ment, and even a tambourine 
and glockenspiel in the final 
gipsy rondo. 

Brahms would have been 
surprised, too. at the bass 
clarinet and trombones, the 
latter sometimes muted. But 
then Schoenberg's love for 
Brahms’s music didn't bind 
him to academic reverence. 
The LSO's playing was cer- 
tainly sumptuous, though 
Michael Tilson Thomas coars- 
ened the third movement by 
indulging what Schoenberg 
had unduly amplified - that 
march-like middle section 
didn't merit such bombast 
Bernard Shaw, who called 
Brahms a sensualist with in- 
tellectual pretensions, might 
have said “I told you so." 



MUSIC 

Rough with 
the smooth 

On the opening leg of an English 
and American tour at the Royal 
Festival Hall, London, Rob Cowan 
sees Vladimir Ashkenazy and the 
Deutsches Symphonie-Orch ester 
turn a rocky start to a good finish 


We were offered two sides of a single coin 
by the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester, 
one scuffed, the other gleaming bright. 
Vladimir Ashkenazy opened Dvorak’s 
Cello Concerto briskly, prosaically and with 
precious little individuality on Thursday. 
The big horn melody which dominates the 
first movement was disappointingly dead- 
pan, though the clarinettist's response 
was notably sensitive and cellist Lynn 
Harrell's first entry freewheeling, bold and 
gravelly in tone. 

Harrell is a bear of a man with an en- 
dearing platform personality. He strode on- 
stage holding his cello above his head, 
settled quickly and reaaed visibly to every 


bar of the long opening tutti. Eye-contact 
with the audience ensured two-way com- 
munication and the solo playing was big- 
hearted and outgoing throughout. Best was 
the yearning re-statement of the opening 
theme, halfway through the first movement, 
and the heart-rending coda, with its defi- 
ant final crescendo. 

Not everyone was happy. At the end of 
the first movement, Ashkenazy’s incredu- 
lous gaze traced two young members of the 
audience as they ambled self-consciously 
from the choir seals to the nearest exit. Not 
exactly encouraging. 

Harrell’s approach to the Concerto in- 
corporated generous slides and a fair de- 


gree of phrasal freedom, but the orches- 
tra was lacklustre. The strings were flim- 
sy and ill-focused, whereas the brass were 
invariably too loud. The woodwinds sound- 
ed better (the lead flautist is something of 
a star), but the performances as a whole 
seemed more like a competent rehearsal. 

Tb think that this was only the first lap 
of a tour that would cover the north and 
south of England and much of America... 
“They'll sound far more focused by the end 
of the tour," a leading record executive as- 
sured me. Fortunately, we didn’t have to 
wait that long for an improvement 

Bernhard Hartog had led the Dvorak 
Concerto, and the excellent Hans Mafle (a 


fine soloist in his own right) led a swift, fiery 
account of Shostakovich's Tenth Sympho- 
ny. Here one sensed greater involvement 
all round. Ashkenazy had attended the 
work's Moscow premiere under the for- 
midable Evgeny Mravinsky and, by his own 
admission, never dreamt that he would 
eventually conduct it himself. 

The opening was lithe and curvaceous, 
the climaxes well gauged though rather 
lacking in weight Fans of Mravinsky’s 
various recordings will have missed those 
lightning inflections in the ferocious 
'Stalin' Scherzo, but the Allegretto gen- 
erated blistering heat - especially in the 
manic repetitions of the composer’s mu- 


sical signature (the notational equivalent 
of his initials). It was a good perfor- 
mance, lacking only in subtlety and 'big 
guns', but far more idiomatic than the 
Dvorfik Concerto. 

The really good news is that Ashkenazy 
and the Deutsches Symphonie-Orchester 
have recently recorded Scriabin's intend- 
ed magnum opus, his three-hour Mysteri- 
um, or “Final Act" - a 'completion' by 
Alexander Nemtin that was 25 years in the 
making. “It's like a massive film .score.” 1 
was told, a quasi-religious act intended to 
unite all the arts and a potential New Age- 
style blockbuster. It is scheduled for release 
some lime next year. 


A bone to pick from the dust of metaphysics 


THE WEEK ON RADI O R obert hanks 



The prince and his lover, Hermrane, In Marivaux's striking comedy La Dispute / Contention 


THEATRE 


La Dispute/Contention, the 
latest instalment in the bold 
French Theatre season, was 
directed by hotshot Stanislas 
Nordey. David Benedict was less 
than impressed. 

Recent glamorous revivals of Chekhov 
and Ibsen have caused many to argue 
I hat the classics arc alive and well in 
Britain. Yet closer investigation reveals 
a distinct whiff of xenophobia among 
theatregoers who stay away in droves 
from foreign plays. The tiny Gate 
Theatre responds by going on the 
^ offensive, with a policy of presenting 
truly neglected foreign plays. But for 
most theatres, the likes of. say. Thomas 
Bernhard, arc box-office suicide. 

ID terms of French theatre, you can 
just about get away with Moli&re. but 
Racine or Corneille do not exactly 
guarantee bums on seats. For British au- 
diences. with ihc exception of Neil 
Bartlett and Mike AJfreds’s hilarious 
production of 77ie Game of Love and 
CJiance a few years ago, the 18th cen- 
tury playwright Marivaux is also a vir- 
tually unknow n quantity. But now, like 
buses, two ol his plays have come along 
21 once- The nmhiiiuus French Theatre 
season, the largest ever French cultur- 
al event in this country, opened with due 
fadfere ( l Jw national anthem and 'La 
fylUjseiilaise'. since you ask) at the 
Rational Theatre with Les Fausses Con- 
fide nccs by rite Comedfe-Framjaise. 
pbuf weeks later it was La Dispute. 
s Advance word had it that Stanislas 
Nook}' was France’s answer to Stephen 
* Dafcfry. to which one can only respond. 

was the question".’” Daldry Ls not- 


ed for the boldness of his conceptions 
and his dramatic design sense. On the 
evidence of this production, Nordey 
shares his control of space, but in most 
other respects. I’m not sure that either 
of them would welcome the comparison. 

At the heart of the evening. Nordey 
directed and appeared in Marivaux's 
striking comedy about a prince and his 
lover. Hermianc, witnessing a dramat- 
ic experiment in which two men and two 
women, raised in ignorance of the op- 
posite sex (or indeed, of anyone else at 
all), are brought together to discover 
which sex Ls more faithful by nature. 


Dressed only in old shabby raincoats 
on an empty stage surrounded by black 
drapes, the adore had a dance -like phys- 
icatity almost entirely absent from clas- 
sic theatre in this country, which was not 
only apt for the extremes of emotions, 
but invigorating to watch. 

The downside was that it was book- 
ended by a spot of metaphysics. Let me 
rephrase that: by two hours of meta- 
physics. Nordey began and ended with 
tracts contextualising fidelity in the age 
of Aids. The self-consciously repetitive, 
baldly staged opening speech on the na- 
ture of dying trembled on the border be- 


tween monologue and monotony. The 
tortuous 40-minute closing section on 
love, pain and the whole damn thing top- 
pled over entirety. 

Intellectually, there was a case to be 
made, but theatrically? Stark address 
from a stage stripped to the back wail 
is hardly eye-opening (an urgently 
needed activity when many around me 
were nearer to eye-closing). Any dra- 
matic impact the piece bad made dis- 
appeared under the law of diminishing 
returns. Even for French speakers, 
there was more activity on the surtitle 
screen than on stage. 


Ned Kelly and his merry men 


There are few tilings in life 
quite as pleasurable as having 
a stereotype confirmed, and 
Mean Times -Australia (Radio 
4, Tuesday) offers this pleasure 
in abundance. At times, you 
find yourself wondering, in 
fact, whether the whole point 
of the series isn't to confirm all 
your worst fears of Australians. 

There are six programmes, 
each exploring some episode in 
Australia’s past through a mix- 
ture of interviews and docu- 
ments. This week's programme, 
the second, looked at the 
nation's bushranging heritage. 

Bushrangers thrived be- 
tween the 1850s and the 1880s; 
Robja Hoods according to 
some, who brought Ireland’s 
long struggle against the British 
yoke to this New World and 
□ever hurt anybody who didn’t 
deserve it. 

Much of the programme 
was set at a bushrangers din- 
ner, an annual event where the 
descendants of the rangers 
and the police who hunted 
them would meet up and chat 
amicably about the old days, 
the bushranging side bragging 
about just how bad the apples 
were on their family tree (one 
woman stated firmly that her 
ancestor was ar least as nasty 
as any of the big names, like 
Ned Kelly: he just died too 
young to be properly 
appreciated). 

Others are more sceptical - 


notably Edgar Penzig who has 
devoted bis life to debunking 
the bushranger myth, and 
claims that other people regard 
his books as the “ultimate" on 
the subject (he modestly re- 
frained from saying that he 
thought so himself). Penzig’s 
line is, roughly, that the 
bushrangers were bloodthirsty 
highwaymen who would sell 
their own grandparents. As 
far as that goes you could 
hardly blame them, seeing as 
how their grandparents were so 
willing to sell them - we heard 
the story of one bushranger 
grassed up to the law by his 
grandfather for a bounty of 
£500. 

Penzig’s doggedly unim- 
pressed commentary on the 
awfulness of bushrangers ran 
through the programme, de- 
bunking every story, bringing 
things down to a practical, 
dry-as-dust level. Lois of 
women, he said will tell you that 
their grandmother hid the 
notorious Ben Hail under their 
skirts. But by referring to mean 
female heights in the 19th- 
century typical Victorian lin- 
gerie and Hall’s own 
well-attested peculiarities 
{including a gammy leg), 
Penzig demonstrated that this 
incident could never have 
taken place. 

It was emblematic that 
when we first met him he was 
donning one of his clip-on tics. 


The clip-on, he declared, was. 
the greatest invention since 
the wheel. Just as he would 
waste no time on dandyism in 
dress, so he despised it in 
history. 

As I say. the programme at 
times seemed to be out in 
bolster all your prejudices 
about Australians. Taking this 
with last week’s episode, on the 
first encounters between Euro- 
peans and Aborigines, you 
could begin to build a picture 
of Australian history as a 
bloody, racist, hate-filled mess, 
and modern Australians the 
inevitable product 

But I think John Drydcn 
and Ann-Marie Evans are 
pushing towards something 
more subtle and serious than 
this; there lies behind the scries 
a sense that because Australia 
(European Australia, that is) is 
such a young place, it has a par- 
ticularly intimate relationship 
with its past. British heritage 
has a pipe and slippers and is 
happiest alone in front of a fire 
with a pile of muffins to work 
through and a Daily Telegraph 
to mull oven Australia’s history 
is the sort of grandparent you 
can take down the pub to meet 
your mates. And what it’s doing 
isn’t confirming stereotypes; 
rather, it fleshes them out - 
shows that tar from being emp- 
ty, they are a pasty reflection 
of something vital and complex 
- and in so doing wrecks them. 
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The BBC goes into battle for 
supremacy of world airwaves 


Next Sunday the BBC 
will break Sky’s 
monopoly in round-the- 
clock TV news by 
launching BBC News 24. 
As Media Editor Rob 
Brown explains. Auntie is 
more than a match for 
Murdoch's satellite 
service. She'S now on a 
par with CNN in global 
newsgathering. 


It is rather apt that the BBC’s 
first rolling news channel for a 
British audience should come 
on air on the evening of Rem- 
embrance Sunday. As Great 
Britons gloat about their vict- 
ory in two world wars, we have 
the satisfaction of knowing that 
there is at least one sphere in 
which this sceptr’d isle is still a 
land of hope and gloty - global 
TV newsgathering. 

The BBC is one of only two 
superpowers in this fast- 
expanding sphere. The other is 
CNN, the Atlanta-based cable 
network launched by the buc- 
caneering tycoon Ted Turner. 
These two operations are shap- 
ing up as the Nato and Warsaw 
Phot of the information age. 

Sky News is a nimble oper- 


ator, and has quadrupled ns UK 
audience in recent weeks with 
its live coverage of the Louise 
Woodward trial, but it amply 
cannot summon the same re- 
sources as either of these giants. 
It’s a bit like China - massive 
potential, but not quite a real 
superpower yet. 

It could become a more 
formidable force if it can forge 
closer links with other parts of 
the Murdoch media empire, es- 
pecially Fax News in the US, but 
even then it is unlikely to launch 
a unified global sendee to com- 
pete with CNN International 
and BBC World, the 24-hour 
news channel which is the TV 
version of the World Service. 

BSkyB’s continuing weak- 
ness in global newsgathering is 
recognised by Britain's cable 
companies. Several of them 
are threatening to ditch Sky 
News in favour of the new BBC 
service, which has succeeded in 
poaching a number of pro- 
ducers from Murdoch's oper- 
ation in recent weeks. 

BBC News 24 will be able to 
call upon 250 correspondents 
across the planet. That's 100 
more than CNN, which loves to 
boast about being the largest 
and most profitable electronic 
news and information company 
in the world. 

As a public service broad- 


caster that draws the bulk of its 
income from a compulsory an- 
nual licence, the BBC is not 
profit-driven. But the man 
spearheading its newsgathering 
machine ts os fiercely compet- 
itive as any of his commercial 
rivals. 

Richard Sam brook has rea- 
son to smile. To meet the chal- 
lenge of feeding two rolling 
news channels (BBC News 24 
for the British audience and 
BBC World for the rest of the 
world) he is being given an extra 
£15m to spend over the next few 
years. 

Some of that money will be 
spent on upgrading the corpor- 
ation's live capability, which at 
present lags somewhat behind 
CNN. But a considerable 
amount is also being invested in 
hiring more specialist corre- 
spondents, which the BBC re- 
gards as its trump card in the 
global TV news war. 

CNN has been seeking to 
add depth and dimension to its 
programming try tailoring it to 
specific regions of the globe. It 
even hired a Brit - Sambrook’s 
predecessor as head of BBC 
newsgathering, Chris Cramer - 
to help It to “de-Americanise” 
its output Tb assist in this task, 
CNN has just opened a major 
new bureau in Frankfurt. 

But CNN has also just 


opened three additional bur- 
eaux in the US (based in 
Boston, Denver and Seattle) 
and stQl serves up an essentially 
American world view. Its net- 
work of correspondents cer- 
tainly do not span the globe as 
comprehensively as the BBC, 
the world's premier public ser- 
vice broadcaster. 

“The BBC brings you more 
stones from more places,” says 
Sambrook with pride. “Our ex- 
panding team of top specialists 
can also interpret and analyse 
events with more authority than 
any commercial service.” 

As a former BBC employee, 
Mr Ctamm acknowledges these 
Stre ngths, but be maintains that 
CNN is vastly superior in one 
crucial aspect - rapid mobilis- 
ation. “CNN can turn on a ZGp 
and produce programmes at a 
hair's trigger,” he says. “As a 
public service broadcaster, the 
BBC is inevitably much more 
cumbersome and bureaucratic.’’ 

BBC News bosses have en- 
countered fierce hostility and re- 
sistance from their staff as they 
have struggled to restructure for 
the challenge of 24-hour news. 
Many of its star presenters and 
senior executives openly re- 
belled last month at a plan to 
streamline and centralise its 
editing structure. And journal- 
ists threatened to boycott phot 


programmes until management 
agreed to revise their rotas. 

There remains considerable 
resentment about the way in 
which news and current affairs 
programmes on the traditional 
mainstream channels, such as 
Newsnight , are having their 
budgets slashed to pay for the 
new round-the-clock service. 
Some question the wisdom of 
the BBC’s entering the round- 
the-clock news game when de- 
mand for such services - even 
when a young British nanny is 
on trial in Boston - remains 
s m all . 

BBC *nanffarin« have man- 
aged to deal with the internal 
dissent, but they have had to rely 
on others to cope with serious 
teething problems in the new 
digital newsroom at Television 
Centre. At one point, gremlins 
threatened to delay the launch 
of the service. Although the 
problems have not been com- 
pletely ironed out, the corpo- 
ration is still apparently on 
course to go into competition 
with Sky News next Sunday. 

“It's going to be a bit of a 
bumpy ride at the be ginning, " 
says Sambrook. “We don’t ex- 
pects produce a perfect Rolls- 
Royce service from day one. But 
we’ve got the talent on and off 
screen to cope with the fiiiy of 
24 hour news.” 


There's a lot more on offer,' 
but do we want it? 


I • L-. J V. 
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BBC News 24 will be 
the corporation’s first 
new BBC channel since 
the launch of BBC2 
33 years ago. Paul 
McCann , Media 
Correspondent; 
explains what Is on 
offer, how to receive It 
and why the BBC 
thinks we will want it. 

BBC News 24 will be a TV 
channel ahead of its time 
when it launches next Sunday. 

It was planned to launch 
this year by the corporation so 
that it could broadcast on 
digital television. But News 24 
is here and almost ready, and 
digital television is still at 
least a year away. R>r news 
j unla es this means they have 
a choice about whether to in- 
vest now in getting cabled up 
or wait until digital arrives. 

The service should be 
available in all of the country's 
main conurbations because 
the sax biggest cable operators 
have decided to carry the ser- 
vice. This is not generosity of 
spirit on their part 

News 24 is a licence-fee 
funded channel and as such is 
being offered free to those 
with cable. Sky’s news service 


costs the operators to cany so 
they charge that to their cus- 
tomers. With the BBC they 
can give their customers 
something for nothing. 

In all, when it launches, 
BBC News 24 should be avail- 
able in around 3 million ex- 
isting cable homes. 

Before you decide if you 
wish to stump up around £13 
a month for a cable subscrip- 
tion that includes News 24, 
you will be able to watch it free 
every night on BBC1. Once 
BBC 1 closes down every 
night it will link up with News 
24 throughout the night. The 
majority of people will see 
News 24 during the day when 
they eventually convert to dig- 
ital terrestrial television. 

Currently we watch televi- 
sion on analogue frequencies 
which will be switched off 
some time in the first 10 years 
of the next century. By then 
most homes should have 
bought a digital decoder that 
will cost around £300 for their 
existing televisions, or a new 
generation television that can 
receive digital signals. 

News 24 will then be the 
main component of the BBC’s 
free digital offering. 

At some point in the next 
year the BBC is hopeful that 
(twill secure a transponder on 


a satellite so that it can beam. 
News 24 into homes with 
satellite dishes. 

All this effort is for a’ 
rolling news service j tuat will 
update weather, sport and 
headlines every 15 minutes. . 

It will be hosted by a se^ 
lection of former BBC re-, 
porters, like Gavin Eslar, who 
have been trying out their in- 
studio presentation skills dur- 
ing the summer on Newsnigfu. 

At present the audience foe 
a rolling news service is 
minute. Sky News gets an 0.9 
per cent share of viewing in 
homes with satellite (fishes, 
and, until the Louise ‘Wood; 


were around 70,000 viewers^ 

The BBC is banking on the. 
fact that when digital tetevK 
sion arrives people wSIbo 
longer wish to have their news, 
served up to them at "times^ 
which suit the broadcasters. 

Tbny Hall, the BBC’s bead 
of news, acknowledges that 
the bulk of viewers and lis- 
- teners will continue fra: some, 
time to get their news fromtiB 
established strands such as the 
Nine O'Oock News. 

“But an increasing praf, 
portion will consume news 
when they want it, be if 
through a 24 hour newschan-. 
oel or onjhe Internet, ” he sod. 


wir^s: 


A WEEK IN THE ARTS 

DAVID LISTER 


I had thought that the select 
committee meetings on the 
Royal Opera House were the 
most vivid theatre in town; 
the head-to-head clash be- 
tween Gerald Kaufman and 
Maiy Allen on Thursday was as 

dramatic as anything on stage, 
and Vivien Duffield, the 
ROM’s chief fund-raiser, pro- 
viding a brief but authoritative, 
almost Dame Peggy Ashcroft 
style, cameo. 

The ROH was a tybnd, a 

strange animal, she said. You 

say you're a strange animal," 
began Mr Kaufman solemnly 


... “Not me, you understand," 
said Mrs Duffield with studied 
innocence to raucous laughter 
from the audience. A measured 
performance. 

But the best drama came well 
our of the public eye, at the 
annual conference of the The- 


in Norwich. There, Stephen 
Daldry in the keynote speech 
looked back on his career as 
artistic director of the Royal 
Court Theatre and provided as 
dramatic and poignant a solil- 
oquy as any on the Royal Court 
stage during bis reign. “I am an- 


giy I achieved so little,” he be- 
gan, an unusual admission for 
a leader of thespians. But this 
was just the start of an impas- 
sioned /raw “I am angry 
that I didn't commission mare 
plays,” he went on, then grow- 
ing ever more lyrical, “that 
more seeds weren’t sown, thai 
more structures weren’t put 
into place. And, in my own 
heart, I fed my own work has 
not been good enough." 

Follow that! He did. “The re- 
furbishment took me away 
from my work,” he said as if be- 
seeebing the very heavens for 


forgiveness. “I took my eye off 

the ball, and the ball in ques- 
tion is the simple act of patting 
on a play.” The reaction was 
something theatre directors 
dream of - but usually for 
their plays. Kate Organ from 
West Midlands Arts described 
it as “moving, dreadful and 
awesome". The chaimian of the 
session told delegates they 
could take some time to reflect 
and compose themselves if 
they wished Actually, l think 
Daldry did rather well at the 
Court, his championing of 
Martin McDonagh and his en- 
couragement of much other 
new writing played a vital part 
in modern Royal Court histo- 
ry. He can leave die Court con- 
fident of bis reputation. But 
surely after his conference 
speech be should now move 


into dramatic performance, or 
indeed earn a fortune as the 
most tear-jerking after-dinner 
Speaker in the land. 

Many of you seem to be as ir- 
ritated as I am by high prices 
in the interval at arts events. 
Among those answering ray re- 
quest for examples is one em- 
inent victim of catering abuse, 
the former secretary general of 
the Arts Council, Sir Roy Shaw. 
He is perplexed by theatre ice- 

a^^pikx&V/hy.hewoudocs, 
does a Losety ice-cream cost £1 
at mart theatres, £120 at the 
National Theatre and£l-60 at 
the Duchess Theatre. Anoth- 
er reader, Mr Alf Randles, is 
unhappy at having paid £130 
for a coffee at the bar at the 
Royal Ballet at Hammersmith. 
He should think himself lucky. 


Had he gone for the cham- 
pagne he would have bad to 
part with £50. That, you might 
remember, was in the “ballet 
for the people" season. 

David Freeman. Opera Facto- 
ry's innovative director, is join- 
ing forces with promoter 
Raymond Gubbay for opera in 
the round at the Royal Albert 
Hall next February. Their 
Madam Butterfly will involve 
flooding the hall with 15,00ft 
gaflonsofwater for a Japanese 
setting, with walk-ways and 
bridges running over the water 
to Madam Butterfly’s House 
sitting on stilts. 

Fteeman explained over the 
statutory launch lunch, suitably 
enough in a Japanese restau- 
rant, that the water would be 
drained at the interval to sym- 



recreate a river in n3 
Way Upstream. And 
longer, seedier memories! 

lmnni - mM « 


bolise Butterfly’s unhappy ex- 
periences in love. Perhaps such 
concepts are best experienced, ocwwr memones 

rather than stated. He might, know that, in the Seventies* 
u.'jugh, discover that next to Ravmon/t 
children and animals, water is 
the most unpredictable prop. 

The National flooded more 
‘-han ;he stage when it tried to 
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Raymond presented 

Richmond in a swimming! 
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Financial rollercoaster leaves the world feeling queasy 



Ups and downs: This week's bumpy ride on the worWi financial markets began several months ago in Thailand, where there were concerns about the bankh\g sector and a bubble economy 


Stocks and currencies hit 
turbulence this week, 
shaking markets from 
Peking to Sao Paolo. In 
London and New York, 

C the impact was limited. 
But the long-term 
results could be to shake 
the faith of developing 
countries in global 
capitalism, and 
undermine stability. 

Ji is 1 i,000 miles from China to 
Brazil, a journey half-way around 
(he world from (he South China 
Sea to the South Atlantic. This 
week, they were suddenly and 
dramatically connected as mar- 
kets tumbled, dragging down 
equities and currencies around 
the world. A pulse passed around 
the world, rippling the waters in 
Victoria Harbour and at Co- 
pacabana beach. It was a vivid 
demonstration of the adage that 
markets are both global and lo- 
cal: globally connected, but local 
in their effects. 

The last such shockwave 
j was 10 years ago. in a world very 
different from today. In 1987, 
there was still a Soviet Union 
with Mikhail Gorbachev - in 
charge. Germany was divided, 
and Tiananmen Square was 
just a square. Since then, a po- 
tent mixture of liberalisation, 
privatisation and market open- 
ing has transformed the world 
economy. This week’s events 
have echoed well beyond the 
trading floors of Manhattan 
and the City. 

This week's rollercoaster 
ride began several months ago 
far from the big money centres, 
in Thailand, where there were 
concerns about the banking 
sector and a bubble economy. 
It moved swiftly to neighbour- 
ing Malaysia, whose Prime Min- 
ister, Mahathir Mohamcd. 
attempted unsuccessfully to 
stem trading against his coun- 
tiy's currency by calling the 
businessman George Soros "an 
idiot 51 . Currency traders simply 
carried on betting. 

The disease spread to In- 


donesia, a country that has 
seen a marked economic slow- 
down and where widespread 
forest fires that cast a haze over 
the region appeared to sym- 
bolise the growing crisis. 

Then came Hong Kong, la 
1987, it was a vibrant market but 
very much in the third rank. 
Now. after a decade of break- 
neck growth, it is in the premier 
league. It is also part of a coun- 
try that is nominally still a 
Communist state, one of the 
world's more dosed economies, 
and one of the least experienced 
in the ways of international 
capitalism. China was sudden- 
ly implicated in the politics of 
the global equity market place. 

The record falls on the slock 
exchange and the speculative 
pressure against the Hong 
Kong dollar provided the ter- 
ritory’s new sovereign state 
with its first major challenge. 

China had to 

tread the care- 
ful line be- 
tween being 
supportive and 
being seen as 
interventionist, 
despite ils- 


ly transmitted itself to every oth- 
er world market and m partic- 
ular to the bourses and 
currencies of Latin America. 

Ten years ago, Latin Amer- 
ica was still emerging from 
painful decades of military rule; 
it was struggling with the bur- 
den of the debt crisis, and most 
of its economies were stQl based 
on the old inward-looking poli- 
cies of the Seventies. The last 
few years have seen huge 
strides, making Latin America 
one of the world’s most excit- 
ing investment opportunities. So 
its governments were at pains 
to point out that the region's 
market losses were a result of 
"Asian flu" and that their eco- 
nomic fundamentals were 
sound. But market analysis fear 
the Latin American crisis may 
now have taken on a life of its 
own. It is bound to slaw growth 
and possibly weaken currencies 


BY STEPHEN VINES 
AND PHIL DAVISON 


promises of au- 
tonomy for its new Special Ad- 
ministrative Region (SAR).The 
Chinese authorities have been 
careful to stand aside and let the 
Hong Kong administration 
make the running. They are well 
aware of the risks of doing oth- 
erwise: the influential American 
credit rating agency Standard 
and Poor's issued a statement 
yesterday staling that any rnis- 
govemance by Peking “could 
erode the pillars of Hong 
Kong's credit worthiness”. 

The message from Peking, 
echoing reassurance from Hong 
Kong was that the economy was 
fundamentally sound, Hong 
Kong had massbe foreign re- 
serves and speculators would get 
burned if they tried to put pres- 
sure on the Hong Kong dollar. 

The tornado whirled rapid- 
ly on from Hong Koqg. hitting 
Will Street and the City. Its im- 
pact there was limited, leaving 
both shaken though not funda- 
mentally damaged But it quick- 


through next year. 

The crisis has already tar- 
nished the region’s image as a 
relatively secure, high-profit 
emerging market “I think there 
will be lasting consequences of 
this,” said Arturo Porzecanski. 
Chief Economist for the Amer- 
icas at 1NG Barings, New York. 

The symptoms of the prob- 
lem were speculative. "There 
was a lot of leveraged buying 
[be fore this week's crisis]," said 
Desmond Lachman, head of 
emerging markets research at 
Salomon Brothers in New York. 
“A Jot of people were ... bor- 
rowing other people's money 
and setting themselves up for 
very high returns. When that 
stops, you get the reverse 
process. They’re selling not be- 
cause they think the funda- 
mentals are bad They're selling 
because they're forced to selL" 

But the results could be all- 
too direct “That kind of phe- 
nomenon, while not real to 


begin with, could impact Latin 
American countries if it persists. 
They’re going to have to follow 
policies that slow their 
economies down. When they 
come to raise money next year, 
they're going to have to pay very 
much higher interest rates. 
What they’ll do is they'll cut 
back tbeir needs by following 
more restrictive domestic poli- 
cies, maybe higher interest 
rates, more stringent budgets,” 
Mr Lachman said. 

Attention is shifting rapidly 
to the longer-term problems, 
and to one country. “In the 
short term, the panic seems to. 
have gone. Now. people are fo- 
cussing on particular situations. 
Brazil has been very much on 
people's minds,” Mr Porzecan- 
ski said 

Brazil, the region's largest 
country, suffered the week's 
worn stock market losses, with 

_ the Sao Paulo 

stock exchange 
losing much of the 
SO per cent grins it 
had notched up 
during the year. 
The key Bovespa 

index slid almost 

10 per cent on 
Thursday, a fall five times as 
steep as that on Wall Street. 

Brazilian President Enrique 
Cardoso, whose ambitious pri- 
vatisation and strong currency 
programme has drawn investors 
from around the world, sought 
to assure investors the econo- 
my was sound and the curren- 
cy. the real, would not be 
devalued But there were wide- 
spread rumours during the 
weeks of problems in Brazil's 
banks and the Central Bank was 
reported to have spent at least 
SlObn of its $62bn (£38.7bn) for- 
eign reserves to prop up it 
currency. 

“Brazil is potentially the 
magnet for currency specula- 
tors." said Mr Porzecanski. 
“Their biggest hope was to 
maintain confidence through 
the privatisation and conces- 
sions programme but if the 
markets don’t soon recover, 
question marks will arise as to 
the ability to sell those compa- 


nies and place the new equity 
in a weak market'’ 

In Hong Kong, too, there are 
darker shadows. Yesterday, 
Joseph Yam, one of the highest 
paid central bankers in the world, 
swept into the Hong Kong leg- 
islature to claim victory on all 
fronts. Not only had the specu- 
lative attacks been fought off; be 
declared, but the SAR's foreign 
reserves had risen as a result Sir 
Donald fsang, the financial sec- 
re kuy, was equally triumphant 
and earlier fold legislators that 
“the market tbechanism of nat- 
ural adjustment" would cut the 
cost of doing business , and 
strengthen competitiveness. 

Businessmen have been con- 
siderably more circumspect 
James Tien, a legislator, who 
chairs the powerful Hong Kong 
General Chamber of Com- 
merce, said he doubted the 
government's complacent ver- 
sion of events because it ignored 
the damage which the defence 
of the local currency was caus- 
ing to the economy. 

There is an uneasy calm, with 
turbulence lurking around every 
corner. In these circumstances 
an element of xenophobia has 
crept into the debate about why 
Hong Kong is facing financial 
problems. China’s Liberation 
Daily bad no doubts: “Striking 
a blow at Hong Kong’s financial 
system through the foreign ex- 
change and stock markets has 
become a big conspiracy by for- 
eign exchange dealere", it said. 

TTie Liberation Daify, of 
course, is by no means a rep- 
resentative voice in Hong Kong. 
But it is the same message as 
that of Mahathir Mohamed. 
similar, even, to the new and 
cautious message of George 
Soros, once ihc prophet of 
global markets, now more con- 
cerned about the impact of un- 
bridled capitalism. And these 
are people with considerable ex- 
perience of capitalism: for 
countries that have only 
emerged into the global market 
place in the past decade, and 
which are still unsteady on their 
foet, this week’s rollercoaster 
ride will have left them feeling 
distinctly queasy. 


Pitfalls of investing in emerging markets 


In the<»Y» investing in 
the emerging markets of 
small/ under-developed 
countries will give better 
returns than 
convenrional ones. 

Nfc Qcntti, Personal 
Finance Editor, looks at 
the potential pitfalls. 


Eajfjerdus : month Save & Pros- 
per, a UK investment manage- 
ment company, flew a bevy of 
journal*^ 10 Moscow. Amid 
toasts of v °dka, the visit aimed 
$to «anri»» foe scribes of the 
wonderful investment oppor- 
tunities available in the former 


Soviet Union, where S&P has 
launched a new fond. 

But the liming was dreadfoL 
On Red Tuesday this week, as 
equity prices collapsed, Russia’s 
ASP general share index plum- 
meted by 19 percent, the worst 
fall of any market that day. By 
contrast, the Dow Jones rose by 
4.7 per cent, while the index of 
top 100 UK companies in Lon- 
don fell bv 1.76 per cenL 

The Russian example illus- 
trates a dilemma for investors: 
how can they’ hope to out-per- 
form returns generally available 
from equity markets? For in- 
creasing numbers of savers, the 
answer has been to look to 
emerging markets. 

These are typically seen as 


developing stock markets where 
rapid development can lead to 
spectacular growth and, there- 
fore, spectacular returns. The 
International Finance Corpo- 
ration, part of the World Bank, 
says there are four main regions 
: Latin America, Asia, Eastern 
Europe and “others", which 
include Africa, the Middle East 
and some Mediterranean coun- 
tries, There are vast differ- 
ences between these markets, 
which range from India to 
Greece, Indonesia to Kenya, 
Hungary to Brazil. 

But what marks them all out 
is the perception that they arc 
going through vast economic or 
political upheavals out of which 
those with on inside track can 


benefit. Foreign investment al- 
lows companies in those coun- 
tries to develop for more rapidly 
than otherwise, fn turn, cheap 
shares in infant companies can 
grow exponentially in value 
and the market as a whole can 
benefit; in Russia, for example, 
the stock market leapt by 
around 100 per cent in the first 
six months of this year. 

The potential attractions of 
emerging markets have meant 
a lot of funds from the UK and 
US have gone to these coun- 
tries. From Britain, according to 
the HSW financial statistics 
provider, more than £L5bn is in- 
vested in a range of unit and in- 
vestment trusts specialising in 
these high-risk funds. 


But risk has its potential 
downside. Emerging stock mar- 
kets often operate in unstable 
environments and arc therefore 
very unstable. This, coupled 
wilh illiquidity and difficulty 
matching buyers to sellers of 
shares, means investors can get 
burnt easily: as markets collapse 
they may find they cannot even 
dispose easily of their stock as 
it drops heavily in value. One ef- 
fect of the financial traumas in- 
fecting emerging markets is the 
rapidity with whidi they can leap 
to more developed economies, 
in this case Hong Kong, mu- 
tating into full-blown collapses 
even in mature marketssuch as 
the US. In turn, these feed back 
to the developing economies. 


SOROS LOSES $2 BILLION 


Soros Fund Management, found- 
ed by currency speculator George 
Soros, suffered its heaviest one-day 
loss - $2bn - in the market plunge 
on Monday, the fond confirmed. 

Half the losses were sustained by 
the Quantum Fund, which is the flag- 
ship of a group of seven hedge funds 
..undet^the, banner of the Quantum 
Group of \ Funds. The Quantum 
Fund had nearly dlrs 10 button in as- 
sets under management, before the 
market drop„“The,cecei« volatility 
in the wo rfcfls financial markets is re- 
flected in the volatility of the Quan- 
tum Group's performance,” Soros 
Fund spokesman Shawn Pattison 
said yesterday. 

The funds were apparently hie hoc 
only by the plunge in stock markets 
around the world on Monday, but 
also by the dedine in the value of 
the dollar, which was weakened by 
the selJofi on V\&JI Street. 

Although the Quantum Fund 


tumbled 8.9 percent on Monday, the 
Soros funds are on average up (7.7 
percent for the year, Partison said. 

The Quantum Group of Funds, 
totaling nearly $J9 billion in assets un- 
der management, are high-risk hedge 
flinch. That means they are invest- 
ment funds that bet on stocks, 
,, .bonds, currencies and commodities 
1 worldwide with borrowed money. 

The Soros funds also were pum- 
mdedindhe 1987 stock market crash. 
The Quantum Fund, then about $ 2 
button (n size, tumbled a huge 30 per- 
cent. Biit it was Sotos' gains in 1992 
that brought him international at- 
tention. He bet against the pound in 
1992, wagering it would be forced to 
drop out of a European monetary 
arrangement That bet reaped his 
funds an enormous $lbn. Soros has 
also been attacked by Malays ian 
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamed 
as the cause of Southeast Asia's cur- 
rency turmoil. 
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Louise Woodward’s conviction for mur- 
der was a miscarriage of justice. Even 
acknowledging that despite extensive 
five coverage on satellite television no- 
body m Britain has heard aH die evidence 
that was before the court, two points are 
unarguable. One is that there must be 
reasonable doubt about Ms Woodward’s 
culpability in the death of baby Matthew 
Eappezz, which could have been caused 
by a pre-existing or an accidental injury. 
The other i$ that, even if she did harm 
him, the prosecution was in no way able 
to prove that it was premeditated and 
committed with malice, the definition of 
second-degree murder in Massachu- 
setts. (By not handing down a verdict of 
first-degree murder, the only thing the 
jury acquitted her of was extreme 
cruelty.) 

The most serious charge which could 
conceivably be justified by the evidence 
was manslaughter, or even assault and 
battery, which was the original c h ar g e, 

There is some evidence that Ms 
Woodward was a neglectful duQdcarer, 
but none - apart from the inconclusive 
nature of Matthew’s injuries - that she 
was violent. It is hard not to share the 
view of Barry Scbecfc, the defence lawyer, 
who sounded rather unlike the flam- 


boyant showman he is alleged to be. “T 
do not understand how anyone in their 
right mind could come to this verdict,” 
he said. 

So should we condemn the system of 
American justice, or simply the perverse 
verdict of one group of 12 Americans? 
The first point to be made is that it is nei- 
ther British arrogance nor anti-American 
to say that there are aspects of the Mass- 
adbosetts system which are inferior to the 
criminal justice system in the United 
Kingdom. The use of the legal system as 
- a platform for political ambitions, and the 
right of the defendant to choose the ver- 
dicts available, seem to have combined 
to leave the jury with no option but to 
go for an excessively harsh sentence if 
they did not want to acquit It seems that 
the state’s original charge was raised to 
murder by Thomas Reilly, a district at- 
torney who wanted to appear to ugh on 
crime in order to further bis ambitions 
to run for Attorney-General of Massa- 
chusetts. If Ms Woodward had then 
asked for the lesser charge of manslaugh- 
ter to be considered, would in- 
evitably have been read as a partial 
admission of guilL 

There are several other aspects of 
American judicial systems which are 


A 
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bad, although they do not seem to have 
contributed to this particular injustice. 
The absence of restraint on pre-trial pub- 
licity, and indeed on emotional interviews 
during the jury's deliberations, must op- 


erate against the chances of a fair trial 

- although televising court proceedings 
may not in itself be a bad idea. 

Of course, there are respects in winch 
American systems are better than the 
British. American juc%es, for example, 
are more representative of their society 
than British ones. And recent English 
legal history has a less-than-proud record 
of a succession of miscarriages of justice 

- often on the basis of forced or false 
confessions. 

But there is a bigger question, which 
must be asked on both sides of the At- 
lantic: are juries realty the bulwark of civ- 
il liberties, or are they now an 
anachronism? In the Woodward case, as 
in many c riminal trials, the jurors seem 
to have been influenced by emotion 
rather than evidence, while in complex 
fraud trials it is almost impossible to se- 
cure convictions - complexity itself of- 
ten seems grounds for reasonable doubt 

It has long been an article of liberal 
faith that juries are unpredictable and 
sometimes perverse, but that this is an 
essential safeguard against a legal sys- 
tem becoming an arm of the state and 
suboroedby political interests. Landmark 
verdicts, such as those in the Pooling and 
Marchioness cases, when juries fomousty 


cocked a snook at judges’ instructions, 
are held up as beacons of citizens’ 

liberty. . 

And so they should be. But the jury 
system cannot be preserved, fossilised, for 
all time. There is evidence that commit- 
tees tend to make worse decisions than 
individuals - and that the inter-person- 
al dynamics of a group of 12 makes it 
thut rtarfcrions will swing arbitrar- 


ity between extremes. But there is hard- 
ly ^ evidence about bow juries actually 
work in practice. This must change, and 
the sacred cordon drawn around their dek 
liberations (in the UK);sbonId be lifted 
after each case. Meanwhile there is 
plenty of evidence that juries are un- 
representative, with recruitment carried 
out in secret and the articulate and as- 
sertive most likely to be excused. Both 
Americans and Britons want to be tried 
by jury, but do not want to serve on them: 
this lack of civic responsibility must be 
corrected- But it would be wrong to de- 
cide, on the basis of one case, that jury 
trials were inherently u nf a ir . 

And it would be wrong to condemn 
the Ameri can justice system out of hand, 
at least until Judge Hfller Zobel has had 
the chance to throw out the jury's ver- 
dict on Tuesday. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Woodward trial 


Sir: The tragedy played out as 
a whodunit in a New York 
courtroom (“Woodward is 
found guilty of murder in the 
second degree”, 31 October) 
represents the ruin of at least 
six lives: a dead baity whose 
brief life cannot have been 
other than miserable, a young 
woman facing a lifetime as a 
prisoner in a foreign jail, her 
parents, and the baby's parents 

- all ordinary people caught up 
in a nightmare. 

It should make us ail reflect 
on the casual way in which what 
is the greatest responsibility that 
most of us are likely to take on 

- the care of a helpless infant 
over the most formative 
months of his life - has become 
a commodity to be bought and 
sold to suit the convenience of 
those concerned: a mothers 
wish to pursue her career; a 
young woman's wish to ex- 
plore the world at the 
threshold of her adult life. 

What the parents needed to 
do to make the situation work 

- given their investment in 
bringing a strange schoolgirl 
(not much more) over the 
ocean to take almost complete 
charge of their household - was 
to offer support rather than crit- 
icism and to cut their losses if 
it became clear that the 
arrangement wasn’t working. 

Our concern for the alleged 
murderess ought to be at least 
as great as what we feel for the 
two nurses similarly accused in 
Saudi Arabia, given her youth 
and inexperience; and the Gov- 
ernment should exert them- 
selves in this case to ensure that 
she should be transferred to a 
British jail to be in contact with 
her family. 

Professor JOHN A DAVIS 
Cambridge 


remitting attention, 24 hours, 
day and night. They are de- 
manding, exhausting, draining, 
emotionally and physically. If a 
parent feels he or she cannot or 
does not want to give this, a 
highly paid, highly trained per- 
ron should be left in charge 
to care for what should be 
the most important, precious 
and valuable new addition in 
the home. 

ARIELLA LISTER 
Hatch End, Middlesex 


Sir Media sensationalism on 
the part of certain sections of 
the American pres and the de- 
monisation of Louise Wood- 
ward by the Boston Globe and 
Boston Herald mean that it has 
been well nigh impossible for 
her to obtain a fair triaL It is not 
so much Louise Woodward 
who was on trial in Boston but 
the whole ghastly apparatus 
of the American criminal legal 
system. 

DAVID CLEGG 
Lichfield, Staffordshire 


best chance for a political asy- 
lum seeker of seeing her re- 
quest accepted. 

Mr Fisk dwells upon the 
presence of police officers who 
had escorted him for one of his 
interviews. All foreign jour- 
nalists having stayed in Algeria 
will confirm that they them- 
selves had asked for this pro- 
tection because they know that 
they are targeted by the ter- 
rorists on two counts; that of be- 
ing foreign and that of being 
journalists. 

If the situation in Algeria 
were ever to be described one 
day as being “foe most covered 
and least reported”, as has 
been said about other situa- 
tions, no doubt Mr Fisk will be 
recognised for the part he 
played in this. 

AHMED BENYAMINA 
Ambassador 
Embassy of Algeria 
London Wll 


Sin Suzanne Moore says (Com- 
ment, 31 October) we should 
value those who work with 
children - teachers, nannies, 
childminders. Quite right. 

And we should value moth- 
ers who sacrifice career, income 
and. currently, stares when 
they choose to stay at home 
with their children to help 
them through their formative 
years. Society’s Mure to recog- 
nise the dedicated mother is 
where it all starts to go wrong. 
STEPHEN PRIDDLE 
Brentwood, Essex 


Sir: One of the most pertinent 
points raised by the case of 
Louise Woodward is that of 
childcare agency staff being un- 
qualified and therefore ill- 
equipped to assess the skills 
and competence of nannies 
and other carers of children. 
Experience and qualifications 
enable our agency to not only 
to assess the childcare skills and 
knowledge of a nanny, but 
also alert us to incompetent or 
bogus nannies. 

However we are very rarely 
questioned tty parents about the 
background and qualifications 
of staff. It is imperative that par- 
ents demand this of agencies 
that are proriding not only 
qualified nannies but also oth- 
er unq ualified carets of chil- 
dren, to prevent another 
tragedy occurring. 

mjstorrie 

lhhale 

The Cane Company 
Grantham, Uncobishine 


Celia Dodd is wrong (31 
ber). Eighteen is not old 
gfr A child under school 
should onty be left in the 
je of a qualified, highly 
Bd professional, or its own 

er Even a mother can very 

i find it difficult to cope 

her own screaming baby- 

es require constant, un- 


Algeria's ‘disappeared 7 
Sir. Robert Fisk’s articles (30 
October) are typical of a trial 
by media where only the case 
for the prosecution is 
presented. 

His report on “the disap- 
peared” has very limited 
sources of information, on 
whose allegations doubt is nev- 
er cast for a single moment- He 
does not even attempt to back 
op these allegations by any 
corroborating evidence or oth- 
er source of information. Yet it 
has been established by the 
Algerian Observatoty for Hu- 
man Rights that “the disap- 
peared” have in feet, in most 
cases, joined the terrorist gangs, 
and they had no need of a 
lawyer's services to witness 
their intentions before doing so. 
Others have been murdered, 
mutilated and thrown into weDs 
hy GIA assassins, as in cases re- 
cently uncovered by the secu- 
rity forces. Eye witnesses and 
victims of terrorism have an- 
other tale to tell from that re- 
ported by your journalist who 
had, in feci, interviewed some 
of them (25 October), but they 
were obviously not worthy of 
appearing on your front page. . 
Perhaps because none of these 
witne sses was “an attractive 
young woman in a red dress 
with Princess Diana-style hair” . 

A few accounts are sufiBaent 

for him to draw general con- 
clusions as to the behaviour of 
the police force. You cannot 
however escape the fact that the 
same accounts represent the 


Sir Robert Fisk is to be ap- 
plauded for his exposure of the 
horrific practices of the Alger- 
ian police force (30 October). 

The policy of states “disap- 
pearing” those perceived to be 
their opponents is far more 
widespread than generally 
recognised. It occurs in many 
countries that claim to be de- 
mocratic including Colombia, 
Sri Lanka, the Philippines and 
Turkey. Algeria’s neighbour 
Morocco has for 22 years sys- 
tematically applied the polity 
against the people of the West- 
ern Sahara. 

All of these states received 
military training from Britain 
under the last Conservative 
government. Will matters now 
change? The first thing that 
should be done, imraediatety, 
if the new human rights focus 
in foreign policy is to have airy 
substance, is that the Govern- 
ment should pledge to stop all 
military training for states car- 
rying out “disappearances". 
Secondly, and closety linked, no 

arms should be supplied to 
such regimes. And thirdly. 
Britain must treat asylum 
seekers fleeing from these 
countries with a new humani- 
ty and acceptance. 

ANDY HIGGINBOTTOM 
British Section 
International Committee 
Against Disappearances 
London N17 



LETTER FROM 
THE EDITOR 


Louise Woodward, found guilty of murder in the second degree Photograph: Reuters 


Future of the PO 


Sir: The otherwise excellent 
report by Robert Fisk was 
spoilt by reference to the oxy- 
moron “civilised standards of 


Dr GARY SLAPPER 

MillonKeynes, 

Buckinghamshire 


Sin Robert Fisk’s report on the 
massacres In Algeria (30 Oc- 
tober) missed one vital ingre- 
dient in the jigsaw: the active 
and direct involvement of 
France. 

NAVED SIDD1QI 

Slough, Berkshire 


Si r. If the Government has de- 
cided to leave the Post Office 
is the doldrums (“Post Office 
to remain in public hands”, 23 
October), then this is a huge 
disservice both to the em- 
ployees of tbe corporation and 
its customers and a massive 
wasted opportunity to safe- 
guard its future. 

Both Conservative and 
Labour governments will now 
have failed to transform the 
Post Office into an interna- 
tionally competitive venture. It 
is with an awful sense of dtfd 
wi that we hear the same peo- 
ple raise the same scare stories 
as they did before the privati- 
sation of BT in 1984. Then we 
were told that rural services, the 
999 facility and public tele- 
phone kiosks would all be a 
thing of the past. 

The Post Office can succeed 
in a competitive market against 
organisations such as priva- 
tised European postal operators 

which are now very active in the 
UK. It needs two things: escape 
from tbe rigours of PSBR and 
a massive injection of private 
sector management expertise to 
match its competitors and 
emerging alternatives such as 


e -mail . 

PETER WYNN DAVIES 
London N 2 

Sir The use of a picture of a 
scrap Ford car, an Escort, 


Soya bean Fords 


alongside your article “Soya 
bean car that will make rust a 
thing of the past” (29 
October) gives an ironic twist 
to the content 

The first Henry Ford (1863- 
1947) experimented extensively 
with scya bean derivatives in the 
Tweaties and Thirties. By tbe late 
Thirties, components of Ford ve- 
hicles such as switch knobs and 
steering wheel rims were being 
made of soya-derived plastic. 
The paint, too was soya bean- 
derived; I have a publidty p ho- 
lograph of Mr Ford hitting the 
boot Ud of bus own car to demon- 
strate the strength of the paint. 
NIGEL STENNETT-COX 
North Walshom, 

Norfolk 


Pulp fiction 

Sin You report (“Tbe return of 
Jarvis Cocker”, 31 October) 
that the winsome Mr Cocker 
has been absent from the live 
scene for well over two years. I 
seem to recall several thousand 
people leaving important parts 
of their brains somewhere in a 
field near Chelmsford in the 
summer of 1996 as Pulp head- 
lined the V96 festivaL 
DAVID WARLOW 
Woodford Green, 

Essex 
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Asylum policy 

Sir I have never been a starry- 
eyed optimist about the new gov- 
ernment, yet even I have been 
surprised to discover that, after 
Michael Howard, the next move 

in asylum policy has been to the 

right (“New curbs on bogus 
asylum seekers”, 28 October). 
Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 
London SW1 


‘Telegraph’ profits 

Sir Rob Brown asserts (Mecfia-f, 
27 October) that The Tones, The 
DaSy Tdegraph, The Guardian 
and The Independent are "gen- 
erating over £70 0m in revenue 
but notone of these four papers 
is currently turning a profit”. 77ie 
Telegraph is not onty turning a 
profit but has daaeso for toe past 
nine consecutive years. 
JEREMY DEEDES 
Managing Director 
Telegraph Group Limited 
London El 4 


Peninsular people 
Sir Surety we are sot an isth- 
mus people (leading article, 30 
October). The Channel tunnel, 
itself an isthmus, makes us a 
peninsular and turns us into a 
peninsular people. 

COUN MURISON SMALL 
London SE27 


Readers write, in tones rang- 
ing from pained reproof to 
hearty acclamation, that the 
paper is “ aiming for younger 
readers" So we are: but I 
don’t use “younger” in the 
•straightforward sense. We 
have readers, and we all know 
people, who are physically in 
their teens or twenties, yet 
burdened with immense pes- 
simism, mental weariness and 
inflexibility- people with sen- 
s' He pension provision and 
clothes made to last, who 
stay in at night reading polit- 
ical biographies and who find 
the Daily Telegraph a little 
racy. Then there are the peo- 
ple who are physically much 
older, bat who are inquiring, 
bard to shock, thirsty for new 
experiences and ideas -often 
more so than when they were 
younger. 

It isn’t simply a hangover 
from the Sixties, as inAbFab. 
I’ve had letters approving the 
boldness of tbe redesign from 
nonagenarians, and criticising 
the change from school stu- 
dents. One crude caricature 
of the “new reader” that we 
want - a caricature gleaned 
from conversations with peo- 
ple in advertising - might be: 
female; sexually liberated and 
adventurous; radical in her 
thinking, and certainty inter- 
ested in issues like gender, the 
environment and the Third 
W>rid; clever, cultured; strop- 
py; independent-minded; 
free-thinking. But before you 
imagine a cool twenty-some- 
thing Soho type, let it be said 
that this is a fair, indeed 
rather reticent sketch of Nao- 
mi Mitchison, the author and 
feminisL Today, as it happens, 
is her birthday. She is 100; and 
there are a lot of older, peo- 
ple on this planet who are still 
in their teens. 


question. Like the rest of the 
American and British audi- 
ence, we were constantly 
making judgements about 
whether or not “she did it” - 
unfair judgements, based on 
Louise's demeanour, per- 
sonal prejudice about child 
care, the shape of the prose- 
cuting attorney’s face, the,, 
coiffured poise of the motb-§ ; 
er, and so on. 

But that, of course, was 
part of what was going an in 
the jury’s collective mind too: 
they were swayed try trivial de- 
tail. as well as medical evi- 
dence. because they are 
human. So it doesn't seem to 
me that the trial was worse for 
being televised, or that the 
“media circus” necessarily 
changed tbe result Lawyers 
always grandstand and play to 
the gallery, with or without 
cameras present But with 
television there is a vast vote- 
less second jury of millions. 
Now it comments, generally 
unfavourably, on the first 
jury's decision. The televised 
courtroom produced a big, in- 
formed reaction that will help 
Louise Wbodward. So the ef- 
fect was, if anything, positive. 
Had we had bigger public in- 
terest in, and reaction to, re- 
cent British court cases, we 
would have had more justice, 
not less. 


Without television coverage of 
the Louise Woodward trial. 
The Independent would have 
been less interested in it The 
gavei-to-gavel live coverage 
was running in this news- 
room, as I suppose ail others, 
and constantly attracted a 
knot of bystanders, lured 
away from phones and key- 
boards by a sudden tough 


One aspect of media-saturat- 
ed life that Fm becoming in- 
creasingly aware of is the 
relatively sophisticated news- 
awareness of children. Last 
week we were involved in a car 
crash. No one was hurt, but it 

was a big bang and as we were 
describing what happened to 
the police in a neighbouring 
house, tbe conversation was 
constantly interrupted tty our 
nearly-three-year-old an- 
nouncing: “PocxwarPwincess 
Diana! She was kilt because ’er 

dwiver was dwunk. She was- 
n’t wearing a seatbelt. Poooo- 
waaar Pwincess Diana.” Then, 
yesterday morning, as we had 
breakfast, school bags titling 
by the door, our eight-year-old 
suddenly said: “Dad, cah 1 go 
to Summeifaill, pleaseT 


Andrew Man 
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Fun with inflatables . . . and 
other unlikely pleasures 



DAVID 

AARONOVITCH 


THE FETISH GAME 


So, the smart thing to be is a fetishist. 
This will come as something of a surprise 
to those who first encountered fetishism 
in the pages of exciting anthropological 
classics (Naked Breasts in New Guinea by 
Professor WW Fawcett, and the like), or 
as incomprehensible cases from Freud's 
own notebooks. In one situation 
fetishism could be seen to be a product 
of a disordered mind, producing men 
that worshipped toenails, or of a 
primitive culture resulting in tribes that 
worshipped Prince Philip. 

Well, we know better now, don't we? 
Thursday's report in this very newspaper 
helped to pul us all straight. To felishise 
is to live, according to Tim Woodward, 
editor of Skin 7Ut>. a fetish magazine (ie, 
a magazine for fetishists, not to be 
confused with a magazine fetishist, who 
presumably gets pleasure from the 
wearing of magazines). 

Mr Woodward informed readers that 
feeling strangely about odd things was all 
the rage. “If you had told me five years 
ago," he said, “that there would be a 
regular fetish club night in Weston- 
Super-Mare. I would haw said you were 
crackers. Now there are clubs in 
Kidderminster and Colchester." 

It would have been an interesting 
thing to be described as "crackers" bv a 
practising rubber felishise, but Mr 
Woodward has a point nevertheless. 
London, by virtue of its size, must by the 
simple laws of chance have a club for 
just about everything, if you know where 
to look. But Weston? It’s the sort of 
place that people retire to when they no 
longer wish to even think about ordinary 
sex, let alone dress up in PVC and high 
heels first. 

If Weston now throbs to the beat of 
fetish drums, and if Kidderminster joins 
this urgent tattoo, something, as they 
say, is up. But what? 

In circumstances like this, it behoves 
the enquiring journalist to lake himself 
off to his PC, and plug into the Net. So. 
manipulating my mighty Search Engine 
(sorry about that). 1 called up 
‘'fetishism" and discovered a page that 
linked similarly curious enquirers to a 


large number of different fetish sites. 

And here - with some censorship which 
removed those practices requiring 
invasive surgical intervention and those 
that might not sit easily with a large 
breakfast - is my provisional fetish list: 
boots, corsets, feet, furs, inflatables, 
latex, leather, lycra, nylon, pantyhose, 
PVC. spanking, tattoos, uniforms and 
vampires. 

(By the way, if your own particular 
fetish isn't here, don’t worry. I’m sure 
that you too arc perfectly abnormal.) 

Clearly, when it comes to fetishism, 
working in the textiles industry gives you 
something of a head start. But the fetish 
I chose to follow up was that involving 
“inflatables". This, readers of the 
inflatables homepage are solemnly 
assured, does not refer to blow-up dolls 
(which the author regards as naff ). No, it 
involves getting off on balloons (blown- 
up or popped - no narrow-mindedness 
there) as well as Lilas and air-filled rafts. 

At which exotic point I began to 
wonder how a fetishist discovers his or 
her fetish in the first place. It must be - 
to say the least - a hit-and-miss affair. 
Many of us, especially in adolescence, 
find the act of choosing one out of two 
rather carefully delineated sexes hard 
enough. So Che chances of working out 
that the thing causing you maximum 
tumescence is, say. your mother's 
pressure cooker must surely be very 
slight Unless, of course, you go about 
with (in the case of men) your 
equipment held out in front of you like a 
divining rod, marching round John Lewis 
in search of a buzz. 

This difficulty may explain why 
fetish isms seem to congregate around 
clothing, as we have seen. Most of us 
have been in clothes shops, our girl and 
boyfriends wear clothes, clothes are 
discussed.a great deal so it's easier to 
understand. You may spot a pair of 
leather trousers on a shapely person, and 
believe that each enhances the other. 
What more natural than that this should 
lead you - by stages - to the purchase of 
a leather cat suit, complete with face 
mask, two-inch protruding nails and zips 
strategically placed at genitals, nipples, 
navel and mouth? 

Now, this makes many of us feel very 
inadequate. There we are. with our 
quotidian lusts (pretty girls, nice 
bosoms, that sort of thing), and here 
are these other fabulous beings, whose 
sexual inclinations are so precise* so , 
finely calibrated, that it takes a 
thousand quid’s worth of equipment 
and a lot of polish to keep them in 
balance. As Mr Woodward describes it. 
“It's not enough just to have sex any 
more. You want to look, you want to 
experiment” 

In the Sixties, naive hippies thought 
they were so cool for having come to 
precisely the opposite conclusion. Now 
they're sexually square. Others have 
discovered a sexual aesthetic that is as 
far beyond us, as Gilbert and George 
are beyond Barbara Cartiand. 

Well, OK. But a word of caution 
before we despair, or run out to discover 
wbat really turns us on. Suppose it's all a 
great big try-on? Suppose that these guys 
have figured out that the rest of us arc in 
no position to contradict them when they 
say they just adore spanking vampires in 
rubber rings? After all, if you lived in 
Kidderminster, might that not be what 
you'd do? 


The strangest relationship: 
nannies and working mothers 



A working mother’s dream: but finding the perfect nanny is no walk in the park 
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CONFLICT OF 
EXPECTATIONS 


A frisson of fear is shuddering 
through the world of working 
mothers. Louise Woodward 
may not be the nanny from hell, 
certainly no p re -meditating 
murderess, but she is alarming- 
ly like nannies and au pain 
many of us have employed and 
relied on over the years. The 
vengeful Eappens with their 
unreasonable demands and ex- 
pectations are also uncomfort- 
ably like many bad employers. 
For, one way or another, the re- 
lationship between nanny and 
mother is often a contract made 
in hell on both sides. It brings 
out the worst in people, for there 
can be few other working con- 
tracts where the wishes and as- 
pirations of employer and 
employee are so radically at odds 
with one another. 

With my youngest child now 
twelve, I have finally escaped 
from over twenty years of de- 
pendency on nannies. They have 
ranged from the two who wH for- 
ever be family friends to a short 
sharp unpleasant episode with 
one who lasted just three weeks: 
we spotted her a year later in a 
television documentary about in- 
mates of a mental hospitaL' 

There are an estimated 
100.000 nannies and au pairs 
working in British households. 
Britain has the highest number, 
of working mothers in Europe 
and also has the least state pro- 
vided nursery care. The Pro- 
fessional Association of 
Nursery Nurses was quick yes- 
terday to point out that anyone 
can call themselves a nanny, for 
there is no register of the ap- 
proved or qualified, as there is 
for child minders. But it's 
doubtful a register would make 
much difference. 

It is a curious and uncom- 
fortable fact that so many pro- 
fessional women’s success 
depends on the educational 
failure of another category of 
girls, most of whom left school 
with too few qualifications to 
earn enough to leave home ex- 
cept as a nanny. It is not exactly 
a class gap for most of these 
girls are middle dass under- 
achievers. It’s an opportunity 
gap. It is also a difficult colli- 
sion of aspirations. 

The pages of The Lady , that 
bizarre magazine that survives 
mainly on the nanny trade. 


tells the pitiful story of eager, 
desperate parents using every 
means they can to attract the 
perfect person for their 
precious children. “Mary Pop- 
pins Wanted!" a lot of them 
write, pleading for a saint They 
fill their ads with words de- 
scribing the charms of lovely 
Daisy and sweet-pie Ben, look- 
ing for a gentle, responsible, 
caring, humorous angel who 
will love their charges as if they 
were their own. Impossible 
dreams, in other words. 

'• Desperate nanny-seekers 
feel it’s a sellers' market An ex- 
perienced nanny in London 
usually wants her own car and 
even a flat With pay at around 
£250 gross a week, that’s not a 
bad wage with no food, beat 
telephone or rent costs for 
someone without qualifications. 
On the other hand, nannies fear 
exploitation and are foil of 
horror stories of monster fam- 
ilies expecting them to scrub 
floors, cook family meals and 
work weekends for pay as low 
as Louise Woodward was get- 
ting. They feel its a buyers’ mar- 
ket Each deeply suspects 
exploitation by the other. 

Who chooses who in nanny 
interviews? Mainly Tre felt Iwas 
anxiously s elling the charms of 
myself, my bouse and children 
to sceptical choosy candidates. 
Once terms and conditions have 
been agreed over the phone you 
settle down to the interviews. 
(Many never turn up for the in- 
terview at all, wasting days off 
work.) Then you ask them daft- 


ly useless pro forma questions 
like, “Do you like children?” 
“What are your interests?” "TfeB 
me about your previous jobs.” 
AH their references look much 
the same, and you gaze at them 
helplessly wondering how you 
can tell if they are kind, bright, 
careful and honest; not daring 
to ask if a tattooed boyfriend 
lurks in the background who’s 
a bouncer they met in a night 
dub recently. After five or six in- 
terviews a kind of desperation 
sets in. How do you know? 
Considering the high-powered 
personality and aptitude tests of- 
ten applied to relatively unim- 
portant jobs, its. astonishing 
how little you have to go on in 
choosing someone to whom to 
entrust your children for most 
of their waking lives. 

According to the Eappens. 
Louise Woodward spent two 
hours on the phone talking to 
a friend when she should have 
been caring for the children, 
couldn’t get up in the mornings 
and was generally unwilling. 
They thought they’d employed 
an “English nanny”. Did they 
fantasise about upper class 
English uniformed nursery life, 
with a nanny devoted to a life- 
time in service? Few nannies 
are in it as a vocation. It’s a way 
to get away from home to big 
dty, bright lights. It is freedom, 
not servitude they crave. The 
work is an unfortunate by- 
product, not a career. Social life 
is wbat they live for and nan- 
nying is the means to that end. 
The brighter they are. the more 


likely it fa that nannying is only 
a temporary phase in their life. 

Hardly surprising that these 
arrangements are often a recipe 
for mutual disappointment. 
They can work, but only if 
both sides manage a modus 
vivendi in which you acknowl- 
edge each others wishes and 
compromise both ways. The 
Eappens harsh written “con- 
tract” was dreadful So was 
their decision to leave an inex- 
perienced teenager so long 
with such tiny children. But that 
goes, on everywhere. Mothers 
who want to work often have no 
choice. The poorer the moth- 
ers, the worse the choices open 
to them. But this is one area 
where even well-off mothers are 
often faced with pretty poor 
choices in child care. 

Now wait for the avalanche 
of articles telling mothers they 
are irresponsible and they de- 
serve barm to come to their 
children if they are so selfish 
that they choose to work. Why 
have children if you don't want 
to care for them? As it is, 
working mothers manufacture 
quite enough anxious guilt of 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 

their own without any help 
from others. In the wake of this 
case, not enough questions will 
be asked about how- children 
should be cared for, who should 
care for them, how it should be 
organised or paid for. Where 
are fatheis? Why do we all work 
too many hours? Where are the 
cr&cbes and nurseries nearly all 
parents need? 

Why, even now, are these is- 
sues so low down the political 
agenda? At least Harriet Har- 
man has insisted that we have 
something called a national 
child care strategy, but we still 
don’t have the child care, nor a 
government committed to 
putting money into it. Most 
children are still cared for pret- 
ty haphazardly, informally, with 
a hotch porch of often unsatis- 
factory arrangements. The fact 
that even the middle dasses can't 
solve this problem satisfactori- 
ly ought to make it a pressing po- 
litical priority. If it was a men's 
issue it probably would be. But 
child care remains a mother’s 
problem even when she works 
the same hours as a father. 
And it is a serious problem. 


If you only buy 
one music magazine, 
make it this one 
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Of port and cigars, wills and paintings, aquariums and community centres 
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I'm told that among the many 
pleasant things that students of 
philosophy at Oxford have to do 
is to consider conundrums. WeU. 
think about the following: if a 
kind benefactor has left enough 
cash to supply your college with 
an infinite supply of port but 
vour wine cellar is lull to over- 
flowing with the stuff, do you 
have the right to spend the 


money on cigars? Greed 
^Yayal, honiHJr and loyally' aJ 
*ic in the mind over this 
should pragmatism triu 
over principle? Ought the I 


be able to reassess the intentions 
of the dead? And does it mat- 


Yes it does. This week the 
wurtsiP^dand ruled that the 
trustees of llte Burrell Museum 
in GfaSg°" were able to set 
aside Sir Wiliam Burrell’s ex- 
press wish in his will that the 
8,01)0 exhibits in this beautiful 
buildiogsbould not be moved. 
He feared for the objects’ safe- 
ty. bul his stricture means that 
the museum is denied some 
£ 120,000 income from renting 
out its treasures- You could say 
that oW Burrell was a eur- 
mudgedhty old berk: you could 
say that the original bequest 
could have taken account 

f l nf modem conservation prac- 
■ tice «an ensure that the 

artifact are not damaged in 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 

PAST DESIRES, 
PRESENT NEEDS 


transit: but what you can't say 
is that Burrell was not clear 
about his wishes. So you could 
say that this is a breach of trust. 
But does progress invalidate 
binding commitments? 

Tinkering with the past 
makes me nervous. Super- 
mans dad told him early on noL 
to interfere with human histo- 
ne it would always turn out bad- 
ly. and as fellow readers will 
confirm, it always did. More- 
over, turn your buck on the past 
and it rears up and kicks you 
in the behind. Across the globe, 
land mines lie in wait for those 
who think that war has ended 
and that the combatants' new 


words have obliterated the old 
conflicts. 

Anyway a few eternal verities 
can help to make change bear- 
able; we need anchors in today's 
lushing tidal wave of change- 
Manchester United can design a 
new strip every month and still get 
away with making theirsuppoit- 
ers pay large sums or money for 
each version because the fans 
know it'll always be red; they be- 
long to a scarlet tribe, whatever 
the current pattern of its 
warpaint New Labour keeps 
the left in case it feels the need 
to kick the deg; every Tory leader 
has to appease Michael Heseltine. 
These things make us fed that we 
know the contours of our coun- 
try. But bow should we act when 
flic past intrudes into the present? 

This week, a new extradition 
treaty came into force between 
the UK and Brazil. HMG 
promptly whacked in a request 
for the return of the escaped 
train robber Ronnie Biggs, who 
has spent most of the past three 
decades in the Brazilian sun- 
shine, no doubt repenting his 
part in the heist and the death 
of the railwayman that fol- 
lowed iL But over the time, Big- 
gs has become a sort of 
pantomime Jack-the-Lad. seen 
consorting with leggy young 
women, regretfully declining 
to return to London to help the 


Home Office with its inquiries. 
A school of thought has grown 
up that suggests that such old 
rogues should be left alone to 
die in peace; that being shut 
away from his friends and fam- 
ily is equivalent to being incar- 
cerated; and that the police 
should spend their lime on 
something that affects today's 
citizens. Fortunately, meet peo- 
ple seem to have dismfased this 
for the sentimental tosh it is. 
The law against stealing others' 
money and assaulting them 
does not change with fashion. 

Then there are more diffi- 
cult legacies, not the property 
of individuals. The rainforest 
that covers four-fifths of 
Guyana is probably the most 
virgin (ok. so you either are or 
aren't a virgin, but you know 
how forests arc) in the world, 
simply because the country has 
never had the money to devel- 
op it Now, rich developers are 
promising large sums of mon- 
ey to the cash-strapped Guyana 
government if they can do 
some limited foresUy. The gov- 
ernment has tried to reassure 
the world's cco-protesters by 
setting aside a huge tract of 
land, about the size of a large 
English county, for ecological 
research. Should Guyana ac- 
cept that there are hungry 
mouths to feed and the andent 


mission to preserve the forests 
may now go by the wayside? Or 
should it insist that certain as- 
sets are so intrinsically valuable 
that they must be preserved as 
they are? In this case, prag- 
matism will probably win. 

When you come down to it, 
I guess the rule has to be that 
you should not interfere with the 
wishes of the dead, but that you 

do have a right to change tbe cir- 

cumstaoces of the liviqg. Mr 
gS may protest, as may the 
eco-warriors, but at least they’ll 
get their say. Bui to return to the 
conundrum facing tbe students 

of Oxford, does it ever make 
sense to buy more port? It is a 
very real question for those 
who dispense lottery money. 

. David Mellor (who is, in a 
sense, the man who willed the 
lottery to us) was, when I last 
saw him, both alive and in pos- 
session of a full set of marbles. 
I wonder what he would mak e 
of the struggle that is going on 
in East London over the funds 
from the Millennium Commis- 
sion? Tower Hamlets Council 
and others have for ten years, 
been tiying to get a “rich mix” 
centre off the ground, to cele- 
brate the cultural diversity of 
that area, which for centuries 
has been the gateway for im- 
migrants to England - Jews, 
Huguenots, Bangladeshis, So- 


malis and so forth. They have 
come up with a scheme that 
promises to entertain and edu- 
cate many people for years to 
come. It would also be a boon 
to a hugely deprived area. But 
across Che river, (here fa a sep- 
arate proposal for an equally en- 
tertaining and educational 
project - an aquarium. This fa 
backed by several prominent 
naturalists and media stars, and 
promises a new and glamorous 
use for lottery cash- It seems 
that the aquarium has now dis- 
placed tbe rich mix centre in the 
Commission's affections. 

The aquarium may have 
showbiz on its ride, and may 
well make a lot of money. 
However it will cost the lottery 
ten times as much as the rich 
mix centre, and will not do as 
much to bring pride to those 
who live in the area. Moreover 
the Tower Hamlets plan is the 
only centre of its kind in the 
country, while there are al- 
ready sharks swimming in a 
tank a few miles upriver at 
County Hall. Perhaps, in this 
case the Commission might 
conader that instead of buying 
a new supply of Havana cigars, 
what it needs to do is to invest 
in yet more port and send a case 
down to the poor buggers who 
hardly ever get a sniff of the 
good stuff. 
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Gramophone’s 
Special Awards 
issue is out now. 
It announces the 
best classical 
CD’s of the year 
and gives you 
excerpts from 
them on a free CD. 
Also free from 
Gramophone , an exclusive excerpt from 
Paul McCartney's “Standing Stone " 
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Samuel Fuller 


Samuel Michael Fuller, film 
director; bora Worcester, 
Massachusetts 12 August 1911; 
married 1965 Christa Lang 
(one daughter); died Los 
Angeles 30 October 1997. 


“A film is like a battleground. 
There’s love. Hate. Action. Vi- 
olence. Death. In one word, 
emotions." 

This feisty manifesto, end- 
lessly quoted by dnephiles and 
adopted as a rallying slogan by 
a whole generation of directors, 
was spoken, in En glish, in Jean- 
Luc Godard's 1965 master- 
piece Pierrot le fou by the 
American film-maker Samuel 
Fuller. fOr “Sam" Fuller: al- 
though the idea of referring to 
Wallace Stevens as “Wally”, 
and to Charles Ives as “Char- 
lie" or even. God forbid, 
“Chuck", would make literary 
and music critics cringe with 
embarrassment. Fuller was one 
of those Hollywood directors - 
others were “Nick” Ray and 
“Sean" Ford - whose vernacu- 
lar idiom and buttonholing 
sty le appeared to invite buddy- 
hoy nickname Statius.) The 
sentiment is not, to be sure, a 
subtle one. But then, subtlety 
was never Fuller's forte. 

In his movies a spade was 
a/most viscera lly present as 
a spade. Like Dr Johnson 
refuting the exponents of meta- 
physical scepticism by subject- 
ing external reality to a hefty 
kick in the shins, he was pre- 
pared not only to call a spade 
a spade but to slam it into the 
public's face as an irrefutable 
demonstration of its physical 
existence. 

It was often said of him - a 
tabloid reporter before he be- 
came a film-maker - that he re- 
tained the newspaperman's 
snooping instinct for a scoop, 
for a banner headline. The 
very titles of his movies ap- 


peared to scream out for the ex- 
damation marks of a yellow 
pres sensationalism. Listen to 
them: I Shot Jesse James! Fixed 
Bayonets! Pick-up on South 
Street! Hell and High Water! 
Pony Guns! Verboten! Under- 
world USA! Shock Corridor! 
The Naked Kiss! Shark! Dead 
Pigeon on Beethoven Street! 

That demotic plainspoken- 
ness, that bluff indifference to 
the finer sensitivities and gen- 
teel felicities of high-art cine- 
ma, was undoubtedly the m am 
source of his raw, uncouth 
strength as a film-maker. He 
had no scruples about allowing 
the more or less formulaic 
plotlines of his genre-inspired 
work to spiral out in every di- 
rection to encompass his 
characteristically gutsy met- 
aphorising of emotion and vi- 
olence - of, one might say, 
emotion as violence. 

And he did tend to see the 
world in primary colours. He 
once admitted, for example, 
that he plotted his movies on a 
blackboard with several dif- 
ferent colours of chalk to en- 
sure that the components of 
action (red), exposition (white) 



Banner headlines: Cliff Robertson and Dolores Dorn in 
Fuller’s Underwork! USA (I960) 


H. C. Coombs 


Herbert Cole Coombs, 
economist and public 
servant: bom Kalamtinda, 
Western Australia 24 
February 1906; married 1931 
Mary Ross (three sons, one 
daughter); died Sydney 29 
October 1997. 


H. C. Coombs was probably Ihe 
most outstanding civil servant 
Australia has produced, but he 
will he remembered for being 
more than a civil servant. His 
influence touched almost every 
aspect of Australian life since 
the Second World Win the 
economy, banking, education. 


the arts and. most profoundly, 
the advancement of Aborigines. 

Coombs serv ed seven prime 
ministers, from John Curtin 
during the Second World War 
to Gough Whitlam in the 1970s. 
Bob Hawke, who became prime 
minister during Coombs's re- 
tirement in the 1980s. said of 
him: "He was one of the most 
important Australians this cen- 
tury. 1 don't think there was any 
while Australian who gave a 
more continuing, practical 
commitment to the Aboriginal 
people.*" 

One of the most prominent 
public figures over four dec- 
ades, he was always referred to 


formally as Dr H.C. Coombs, 
but few Australians could say 
what those initials stood for. He 
was more widely known as 
"Nugget" Coombs because of 
his short stature and deter- 
mined gait (he was 5ft 3 in tall). 
Coombs was a singular bridge 
between the old, predominantly 
Anglo-Celtic Aukralia and the 
multicultural post-war society 
that has opened its eyes, prom- 
pted partly by his efforts, to the 
plight of its indigenous people. 

His father's itinerant job as 
a station master took him as a 
child around the vast state of 
Western Australia, where he 
was bom near Perth, the capi- 


BIRTHS. 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

SAUNDERS: To Joanne (nee 


Williams) and Jeffrey, a son, Rufus 
William Thomas, on 22 October 
1997 at home, a brother for Dfllan. 


DEATHS 


WILSON: Ruth £lsa_ Maria (nee 
Gustafson in Alings&s, Sweden). 
Peacefully in her sleep on 27 Octo- 
ber 1997 after a bad i&ness borne with 
great courage, aged S4. Beloved wid- 
ow of Frank, loving mother to John/ 
Jack and Anita and caring grand- 
mother and great-grandmother. The 
funeral service win oe beki at 12 noon 


on Wednesday 5 November at the 
Methodist Church in Walling: cm. 


Oxfordshire. FamTy flowers onto 
olease. Donations to tbe British 


E lease, uonanons to uk ouumi 
lean Foundation, or any eDqoiries. 


should be addressed to 


Son, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on- 
Thames. Oxon RG9 IAG; telephone 
01491 573370. 


MEMORIAL SERVICES 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Mr Umberto Agnelli, 
deputy chairman of Fiat, 63: Sir Hugh 
Brdwell, former Lord Mayor of Lon- 
don, 63; Professor Sir Hermann 
Bondi, former Master of Churchill 
College, Cambridge, 7S; Admiral Sir 
John Bush. S3; Miss Victoria de I os 
Angeles, soprano, 74; Mr Nigel 
Dempster, newspaper diarist. 56: 
Mr Michael Denison, actor, 8i Mr 
George Dobiy, former circuit judge, 
79; Mr Lou Donaldson, alto saxo- 
phonist, 71; Miss Thzeena Firth, 
stage designer. 62; Mr Bruoe Grocott 
MP, 57; Lord Harmar-Nicholls, for- 
mer MP, 85; Mr Alec Higgins, un- 
dei writer, 83; Mr David Hobson, 
former senior partner. Coopers and 
Lybrand, 75; Sir Wynn Hugb-Jones, 
former diplomat, 74; Mr Roger Kell- 
away, popular composer and pi- 
anist, 5S; Mr Andrew Knight, former 
executive chairman. News Interna- 
tional, 58; Dr J. Dickson Maban, for- 
mer government minister, 72; Miss 
Naomi Mhchison, novelist, 100; Mr 
Nick Owen, journalist and broad- 
caster, 50; Mr Gary Player, golfer, 62; 
Mr John PuUen, rugby player, 56; Mr 
James Ramsden, insurance compa- 
1 ny director and former Government 
i minister, 74; Mr Gerald Ratner, 
5 former chairman, Rainers, 48. 


rotary. TUG 60; Sir Bruce Martin 
QC. fanner Chairman. North West- 


QG former Chairman. North West- 
ern Regional Health Authority, 59; 
Miss Juliet Mtfls, actress, 56; Ms Julie 
Morgan MP, 53; Mr Denis Murphy 
MB 49; Dame Pauline Nevffle-Jones, 
managing director, Nat West Markets. 
58; Sir Peter Newsam, former Di- 
rector, 'London Institute of Educa- 
tion, 69, Sir Ronald Oxburgh, Rector, 
Imperial College of Science, Tfecfa- 
nology and Medicine, 63; Professor 
Norman Pye, geographer, 84; Mr 
Ken Rosewall, tennis player, 63; 
Lord Sainsbury of Preston Can- 
dover. former chairman of Sains- 
b toy's. 70; Mr Bruce Welch, rock 
musician, 56. 


Anniversaries 


Ihe Live of Anthonv Foard DrCwI 
be held on Thursday 20 November 
1997 at 2pm in Aideburgh Parish 
Church. 


AnnaiiRMnwnts far Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES * DEATHS (Births, 
Adoptions, Marriagea. De*h t.11*mo- 
rial Mrvtas. WeSfew wtnhwrswiw. 
In MeifWriwn? shouUbe Raw** 
big to the G»wstt* Etfitor, The Irtde- 
penttent. I Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf. London EM SDL, triephonri 
to W7I-293 2012 or fined to 0171 -M3 
2 WB. and are charged at <450 * One 
(VAT extra). OTHER <£»»**»*; 
rroun cements (notices, to**** 


tinai ana — — - 

line. 

computed by a daytime telephone 
n u mber. 


TOMORROW: Lord Ashburton, 
former chairman. Barings, 69; The 
Earl of Aytetford, former Lord- 
lientenant of the \Stet Midlands re- 
gion, 79; Lady Bathurst, former 
diplomat 77; Sir David Calcuit QC 
former Master, Magdalene College, 
Cambridge. 67; Sir Clifford Chet- 
wood, chairman, Chetwood Asod- 
ates, 69; Mr Keith Emerson, rock 
musician, 53; The Right Rev Philip 
Goodrich, former Bishop of Worces- 
ter, 68; Mr Desmond Hamffl, tele- 
vision reporter, 61; Dr Ronald 
HedJey. former Director, Natural 
History Museum, 69; Mr Paul John- 
son. author and editor, 69; Mr Alan 
Jones, grand prix driver, 51; Mr 
David Lea, Assistant General Sec- 


TODAY: Births: Benvenuto Celli- 
ni, sculptor and goldsmith, 1500; 
Pietro da Cortona, painter and ar- 
chitect, 1596; Sir Matthew Hale, 
Chief Justice and law reformer, 
1609; Antonio Can erva, sculptor, 
1757; Spencer Perceval, prime min- 
ister. 1762; Laurence Stephen Lowry, 
primitive painter, 1887; Edmund 
Charles Blunden, scholar and poet, 
1896. Deaths: Salomon van Rnys- 
dael, painter, buried 1670; John 
RaddiSe, physician and founder of 
tbe Raddiffe Library. Oxford, 1714; 

Ezra Loomis Pound, poet 1972; 

Pbfl Stivers, comedian and actor, 
1985. On this day: the Bank of Scot- 
land was found ed,l®5; 60,000 peo- 
ple died Lisbon was destroyed 
by an earthquake, 1755; the first WH. 
Smith bookstall opened, Huston Sta- 
tion 1848; the British Television ser- 
vice was inaugurated, 1936; the first 
section of the Ml motorway was 
opened, 195$ East Goman? opened 
io borderwiih Czechoslovakia, 1989. 
Ibday» the Feast Day of All Saints, 

St Austremoaius or Stfemoine, St 
Benigms of Dijon, St Ca dfan , Saints 
Caesarius and Julian. St MaicelhiS 
of Paris. St Mary, martyr, St 
Mathurin or Maturinus and St 
Vigor. 


ROYAL engagements 
TODAYS Prince M 

tauis the Duke of Eds® vrghs Aware 
International AHodatwo’s 
uaioigmn. New Zealand. Ttw 
Rani. President, the Pnaaas Rryal &JW 
forCaref*. visits Card 0 «B«CMtt.Sak 
Street. Paisley. 

versify nt Paisley in its Centenary and lay? 


a foundation stone for a new Ebrare, High 
Street, Rmfcy: opens a new Royal SafloB' 
Rst.Hiac Iwm i East Mantnxe Street. 
Helensburgh. Dunbartonshire; visits 

JSwss L&Scmthh Hospital (&*- 

ioc Hospital). Bobopton. Renfrewshire; 
add as Prewfcnt, tbc Princess Roynl The* 
for Carets, bolds a Dinner and Reception 
□a board HMY Erilanma, Glasgow. 
TOMORROW Tbe Prince** Royal, 


president, the Princess Royal The! forC^- 

en, lanndKS the North and West Glasgow 

Cters Quae's Intonation Pack u Jvfa 
Glasgow Hotel, Great Wsttm Road, 
and visas the North and Wfcs Glasgow Cbt- 

craCcniro Great Weston Road,Gfe^>w; 

as President, Save Lhe Children Fuad, at- 
tends;! Reception for\Wonrec«.Chadren 


IBUBJ 

and Tftnmg People and other svffw ncis 
oo board HMr Bravado, Glasgow. 




and romance (blue) were aH 
evenly balanced. 

Yet there could also be 
detected in his work an ambi- 
guity that belied this slightly re- 
ductive even if self-cultivated 
image as the poet of potboilers 
or, as the auteurist critic An- 
drew Sams once (approvingly) 
categorised him, “American 
primitive”. That ambiguity was, 
to begin with, of an ideological 
nature. Fuller may have been 
unsubtie as he rode roughshod 
through the due processes of 
narrative decorum, but no 
one who was, as he was, a 
staunch Democrat all his tifeyet 
frequently found dis- 

missed as “a right-wing reac- 
tionary" could be entirely 
one-dimensional. 

It was ■ also aesthetic. 
Notwithstanding the uncom- 
promisingly tough-guy, cigar- 
chomping posture he affected 
to adopt, there were many 
scenes in his work that punc- 
tured the myth that a Fuller 
movie could be everything but 
moving. A case in point is a cel- 
ebrated sequence in his late, 
semi-autobiographical war 
movie The Big Red One (1979) 


in which Lee Marvin endeav- 
ours to comfort a dying rhilrf, 
an inmate of die concentration 
camp that he and his unit have 
just helped to liberate. Melo- 
dramatic yet utterly umnanip- 
ulative, it is guaranteed to bring 
tears to the eyes of spectators. 

even as tough as the director 
"himself. 

Fuller was bom in 'Worces- 
ter, Massachusetts, in 1911. At 
the age of 12 he was employed 
as a copyfooy on the New York 
Journal and, a mere five yearn 
later, became the youngest 
criminal reporter ever to have 
written for a major American 
newspaper. (In 1952 he would 
pay tribute to that seminal pe- 
riod of his life in Park Row, 
whose title denotes the area in 
New York that was the exact 
equivalent of London's Fleet 
Street.) 

Unemployed in the de- 
pressed Thirties, he “lit out for 
the country” in true Huck Finn 
fashion, wandering the Amer- 
ican hinterland by illegally 
hitching rides on freight trains. 
Simultaneously, he entered the 
temple of the arts by the trades- 
man's entrance, writing and 
publishing short stories for 
magazines and, in 1935, the first 
of several pulpy novels, Bum 
Baby Bum. (If is actually not too 
bad.) 

There was a brief screen- 
writing stint, mostly of B- 
movies, in the Hollywood of tbe 
inter-war years, followed by 
quite exceptionally distin- 
guished service in the Second 
World TVhr, daring which he 
fought in North Africa and 
Europe and . received the 
Bronze Star, the Silver Star and 
a Purple Heart, then a return 
to Hollywood in 1949 to write 
and direct the first of his 22 
films. This was I Shot Jesse 
James , a low-budget version of 
die ultra&miliar western legend 
narrated - with the perversity 


tal, in 1906. Later, as a young 
teacher in outback schools, 
Coombs saw the problems of 
Aborigines at first hand and 
turned their correction into a 
lifelong crusade. The Depres- 
sion of the Thirties provided the 
other abiding influence in his 
life: economics. After he won 
a scholarship to the London 
School of Economics and com- 
pleted his doctorate there in 
1933, he became a disciple of 
John Maynard Keynes, whose 
bode General Theory of Em- 
ployment, Interest and Money 
(1936) Coombs described as 
“the most seminal intellectual 
event" of his time. 


TOMORROW: Births: Victor 
Thomas Dumper, crick ete r, 1S77; 
Luchino Visconti, Ducadi Modroae, 
film director, 3906; Burt Lancaster 
(Burton Stephen Lancaster), actor, 
1913. Deaths: Richard Hooker, the- 
ologian, 1600; Jenny Lind (Johanna 
Mania), soprano, 1887; George 
Bernard Shaw, playwright, 1950; 
Leo Baeck, reform rabbi, 1956; 
James Grover Tbmber, humorous 
writer and cartoonist, 1961. On this 
day: the MomingRjsc newspaper was 
first published, 1772; Ladysmith, in 
Natal, South Africa, was besieged try 
tbe Boers, 1899; tbe Daify Minor was 
first published, as a daily newspaper 
for women, 1903; Russia declared war 
onUnkey, 1914; Lord Balfour made 
his Declaration regarding a Jewish 
national home in Palestine, 1917; the 
world's first regular broadcasting 
station, KDKA Pittsburgh, started 
transmitting; 193): tbe first crossword 
puzzle to appear in a British news- 
paper was published in the Sunday 
Express , 1924; Haile Selassie was 
crowned as Emperor of Ethiopia, 
1930; Uk book publisher fcnguinwas 
acquitted of obscenity in the matter 
of publishing the book Lady Chat-, 
teriey's Lover , I960; Channel Four 
television was started, 2982. To- 
morrow is the Feast Day of All 
Souls, St Martian of Cyrrhus and St 
Victorious of Pettau. 


Trinity College of Music 


Lord Puttnam was guest of honour 
at a presentation ceremony held by 
Uinity College of Muse yesterday al 
St John’s Smith Square, London 
SWJ. Honorary Fellowship cf the col- 
lege was conferred upon Lord Thy- 
lor of Gosfarth (posthmneus award), 
Mr DemtisScard, Ms Diana Burrell, 
Dr Marion North and Mr laan W3- 
m Mfesftwoes Bkris, Deputy Lord 
Mayor of Westminster, Mr Paul 
Strain Chairman of the Cbrporadon 

and Board ofltinriy College, and the 
Principal, Mr Gavin Henderson, 
were among those present. 


Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: Tbe Household Carahy Mourn- 
ed Reghacnz rmobu the Queen’s Lire 
Guard at Hone Guards; 11am; No 7 
Company Coldstream Guards mounts 
the Queen's Guard, at Buckingham 
Macs, IlJOam. TOMORROW: The 
Household Cavalry Mourned Bcpmcm 
mounts the Queen’s Life Guard at Ho* - ** 
Guards* 10sH> 




which would soon b& recog- 
nised as Fuller's trademark - 
from the killer’s point of view. 

■thereafter, as writer, pro- 
ducer and director of most of 
his movies - their auteur com- 
piet , as his French admirers 
would define him -he brought 

his controversial, pugnacious 
“touch" to all of Hollywood’s 
more overtly virile genres. He 
made westerns (The Baron of 
/frnona, 1950,fbrty Guns , 1957, 
Run of the Arrow , also 1957), 
war movies (Faced Bayonets 
and The Sted Helmet, both 
shot in 1951 , Chma Gate, 1957, • 
Merrill’s Marauders, 1962), 
thrillers (tbe viciously anti- 
Communist Pickup on South 
Street , 1953, House of Bamboo, 
1955, The Naked Kiss, 1964. and 
Dead Pigeon on Beethoven 
Street, 1972, the last not bkefy 
to be forgotten by anybody 
who has seen it for its extra- 
ordinarily violent shootout in 
a maternity hospital). By con- 
trast, he never, wisely, at- 
tempted a comedy, a romantic 
melodrama or a musicaL 
In his later years he settled 
in Paris, where he had long 
been die object ofaculL There 
be directed a couple of forget- 
table French-language thrillers 
and made personal appear- 
ances in the works of those 
younger film-makers who had 
regularly championed him, Go- 
dard, Dennis Hopper, Lac 
Moullet and, on four separate 
occasions, Wim Wenders. For 
Wenders be acted in The Amer- 
ican Friend (1977), Hammett 
(1982), The State of Things 
(also 1982) and, this year. The 
End ofVhdence, a film in which, 
alas, his own. approaching end 
- and equally the end of the 
cinema that he personified, 
the cinema of what might be 
called “purple imagery” (as we 
say “purple prose") - is all too 
visible. * 

— Gilbert Adair 



A seff-cuftfvafied image as the poet of potboilers: Fuller on the set of White Dog, of which 
be was co-writer as well as director, 1982 Phtog-aph: Ronald Grant Archive 


. Coombs had plenty of scope 
to apply the Keynesian under- 
pinnings of big government 
when he returned to Australia. 
The wartime Labor govern- 
ment made him head of post- 
war reconstruction, a role in 
which he helped to shape the 
policies of mass immigration 
and public spending on tertiary 
education and infrastructure 
that were features of the eco- 
nomic prosperity of the Fifties. 

At the age of 42, he was ap-‘ 
pointed Governor of the Com- 
monwealth Bank, then the 
central bank, and became the 
first governor of its successor, 
tbe Reserve Bank, 12 years lat- 


er. In tbe intervening years, he 
helped to set op the Australian 
National University, now an 
flite research institution, and to 
inaugurate some of the publldy 
funded tuts bodies that have 
transformed Australia’s cul- 
tural scene over the past 30 
years. He also became the 
founding chairman of the 
Council for Aboriginal Affairs. 
Coombs is rightly regarded as 
a father of modem Australia. 

Although same conserva- 
tives regarded him as a socialist, 
Coombs's great professional 
achievement was to retain the 
respect of the prime ministers 
from both sides of politics who 


called on his advice and skills. 
Equally, the Aborigines re- 
spected him, as they did few 
whites of his rank, for his will- 
ingness to sit down in the dust 
with them, as he did on his 
many visits to outback com- 
munities, and spend hours lis- 
tening to their points of view. 

Aboriginal affairs became 
Coombs’s overriding passion af- 
ter he retired formally from 
public life. He was one of tbe 
first to describe publicly as 
“genocide" the impact on Abo- 
rigines of white occupation of 
Australia from 1788. In speech- 
es before a stroke left him in 
poor health two years ago, he 


continued to slam the betray- 
al" of the Aborigines and the 
“sell-out" of the intelligentsia 
who, he said, had become 
“instruments of the corporate 
society” 

“Nugget” Coombs was one 
of the few whites to be adopt- 
ed as a tribal family member by 
the Yolgnu people of Arnhem 
Land, in the Northern Territo- 
ry. They called him Dbumbul 
Bapa, or “Short Father”. The 
Aborigines have asked to ho- 
nour Coombs in a traditional 
way at the state funeral which 
the Australian government has 
offered his family. 

- Robert MiStken 


FAITH & REASON 


A ‘royal peculiar’ and not good for nothing 


Elton John’s performance at the 
funeral of Diana, Princess of 
Wales was only part of a growing 
tendency to secularise services in 
Christian churches. But, asks 
Andrew Brown, has the trend now 
gone too far? 


A private member’s question has been put 
down for the next meeting of tbe Gener- 
al Synod aslring whether the funeral ser- 
vice of Diana, Princess of Wales in 
Westminster Abbey was in fact legaL 

This looks like pure mischief- 
making, especially when you consider that 
it comes from one of the leaders of For- 
ward in Faith, a body which plans even- 
tually to erupt to freedom from within the 
Church of England like the creature in 
Alien. Kit, like all the best jokes, the ques- 
tion ill umina tes a serious point more 
shar ply than any amount of seriousness 
could do. In this case, the serious ques- 
tion behind the frivolous one is whether 
the Church of England did not sacrifice 
too much of the Christian content of the 
funeral. 

This was epitomised by what one 
might call tbe Elton John problem: tbe 
Church of England may be running short 
of many things, but surely it is still self- 
sufficient in gay organ players, and prob- 
ably even in agnostic gay organists. Why 
should it have imported one for tins most 
solemn and public ceremony? The answer, 
of course, is that Elton John appealed far 
more directly to the emotions of the au- 
dience than any of tbe magnificent art that 
the Church can draw on- It should be said 
in his defence that his performance was 


certainty not the most offensive piece of 
kitsch on display: even the extraordinary 
writhing snivel he used to deliver his song 
was far less artificial and off-patting than 
the smarm of the BBC's announcer inside 
the abbey. 

Elton John's performance, then, how- 
ever tittle it bad to do with any Christian 
message, was surety the right choice for 
tiie Church of England to make. If tbe au- 
thorities bad tried to stop it they would 
not only have appeared unfeeling and out 
of touch, they would have been so. Out- 
ride of a theocracy, any funeral (or wed- 
ding, or baptism) is going to be full of 
natural, unchurched sentiments: a friend 
of mine once took a funeral at which one 
end of the chapel was occupied by a flo- 
ral arrangement, five feet long, which spelt 
out tbe single word “bollocks". At another, 
be found himself confronted by a three- 
foot-high floral model of a packet of Em- 
bassy and a cup of tea; doubly fitting, since 

cigarettes had killed the departed. 

All these seem to me to be perfectly 
legitimate examples of the way in which 
the Church must expand its traditional lan- 
guage in order to communicate with the 
world outside, or onty partially made. But 
there must be limits. If someone is to have 
a funeral in church, rather than at Stone- 
henge or down the crem, he must also 
speak some of the chinch's language, and 
the argument, made by a large number of 
people who wish the Church of England 
well, and not just by its enemies, is 
that too much was conceded in the 
Westminster Abbey service. 

There was no sermon, for example. 
Ear! Spencer's magnificent piece of score- 
settling was much better theatre than any- 
thing the Archbishop of Canterbury 
might have said; but it was not very Chris- 


tian. and in one passage it was directly 
unchristian. Diana, he said, was too hu- 
man to have been a saint But the whole 
point about saints is that they are human, 
too. 

Hie argument, then, is not that - Lord 
Spencer should not have spoken; onty 
that there should have been some recog- 
nisabty Christian message delivered alter 
hxS- This turns out to bea matter of man- 
ners rather than law; .Westminster Abbey 
- is “royal peculiar": one of those chaicfa- 
es directly under the control of the sov- 
ereign. So if she wanted the service die 
had, or if Prince Charles decides he 
wants a homeopathic coronation, it feati 
legal, and the Clean remains as powerless 
against the Royal Family as the Crown Ap- 
pointments Commission is against lb?? 
Blair. ‘.* 7 ; 

There are sensible justifications fir 
what was actually done: it is difficultfo 
argue that the Church of England woeW 
have gained more respect if Dr CareylS# 
preached than it gained by his staya£ 
largely silent. Those parish priests wt»P 
I have asked about the issue mostly 
that the splendours of the ceremonial^- 
ried to the general public the messaged 
tiie Church was good for something !^ 
say that, even if the public did aotqiijj; 

gather what that something was, it was®? 

better than supposing the Church gH 
for nothing. But others were shocked, at# 
will remain so. Ti 

Still, worse things happen at other®* 
nerals every week: one priest remark 1 
that at least the coffin had not left# 
abbey, as one of his had left the 0 ^ 
torium, to the strains of “The Best lS* 
Whorehouse in Texas”. JF 


iiii e£ 


e n 







, fci ,J •« 




-5-2- V 

i'-'S • 




il-r-. -’- ■ 

- - . 


'• 


^"gMatuPi; 


1 l Irir.. -* 
, *T.- . 




«S=r^. 


W- 

■ rSr-. 




• ‘Faith & Reason' is edited by Paul I 


*$;• 

It 

16 


IMj ijs^t 






t> \'S& 






\ 


ill ^ 

: *nc* 



25/SHARES 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 

+ 

I NOVEMBER 1997 

3ENT 

IDAY 


1997 

■ 


-j 


A quiet end to a dramatic week for resilient Footsie 


MARKETREPORT 



DEREK PAIN 
STOCK 

market 

Reporter 

OF THE YEAR 


A traumatic week of thrills and 

spills ended quietly with Foot- 
sie achieving a 40.4 points 
pin to 4,842.3. Ixadmg was, 
however, decidedly thin with 
many investors still unsettled 
by Tuesday's turmoil. 

Once again the slock mar- 
ket was spellbound by New 
York. Early falls evaporated 
once it became clear the Dow 
Jones Average would open 
with a swing. 

In what has been a week of 
confusion. Footsie has fallen 
127.9, a far more resilient 
outcome than seemed likely 
when shares were in free-fall 
with the index off a 457.9, its 
biggest points fall. 

It was almost as if the mar- 
kei was so relieved with the 
peaceful atmosphere which 
rounded off a chaotic week 
that it did not want to tempt 
fate by indulging in anything 
quite so crude as good, old- 


fashioned robust trading, 
turnover was an unexciting 
580.8 million shares. 

Banks attracted attention. 
National Westminster Bank's 
rejection of the suspected 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell bid 
for hs equities and research op- 
erations caught the market on 
the hop whh NuiWesl tumbling 
43p to 857p. The terms were 
not revealed but DMG said it 
would not increase its offer. 

Barclays slipped 5p to 
l,493p. Credits uisse First 
Boston emerged as the 
favourite to capture its up-for- 
salc securities side, BZW. 
Bankers Trust of New York 
dropped out of the race and 
another US group, Donaldson 
Lufkin & Jenretlc. at one 
time thought to be in the run- 
ning For the NalWesi opera- 
tion. is also thought to have 
cooled over the Barclays off- 
shoot. 


M&G, the unit trust group 
which has sadly underper- 
formed the market, found it- 
self the focus of takeover 
speculation. The shares rose 
47Jp to 1.205p. Halifax off 
JOp to 675p, was the rumoured 
predator. M&G recently un- 
dertook a reorganisation of its 
trusts to counter criticism and 
uy to improve its perfor- 
mance. 

Halifax is thought to be 
keen to flex its muscles. A 
move into unit trusts could well 
appeal to the acquisitive aspi- 
rations of the Halifax man- 
agement. M&G, which made 
profits of £645m last year, is 
valued at around £900m, an 
easy enough swallow for the 
buiiding society-cum-bank. 

British Petroleum, ahead of 
third-quarter figures next 
week, gained 10.5p to S76p. 
Shell, also on the third-quar- 
ter treadmill next week, hard- 


ened 3.75p to 422.75p. Las- 
tno's Libyan oil strike was re- 
sponsible for adding a further 
9p to 275p. 

British Biotech, once the 
heart-throb of the biotech in- 
dustry. had another unsettling 
season. The shares were at one 
lime down to %p. They dosed 
off lp at 101.5p, a year’s low. 

JD Wetherspoon, the pubs 
chain, jumped 32L5p to a 
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l,615p peak. There is talk of 
bid action but the strength of 
the shares could be in antici- 
pation of this month’s five-jfor- 
one share split which will im- 
prove marketability. 

Greenalls, up 16-5p to 
353p, enjoyed revived takeover 
speculation and talk of asset 
sales. 

Redland, the building ma- 
terials group which has re- 
jected the advances of 
Lafarge, the French group, 
rose 9p to 340p. Graham, a 
builders merchant regarded as 
a likely bid target, gained 1 lp 
to 164p. 

Vickers, the defence group 
which has put its Rolls-Royce 
car business up for sale, puned 
ahead 6p to 228p on specula- 
tion it has nearly clinched a 
major tank deal. Oman is said 
to be near to agreeing a £1 00m 

order for Challenger 2 tanks. 
Vickers refused to confirm 


the speculation but said Oman 

already bad Challenger 2 tanks 
and admitted: There have 
been discussions about further 
buys.” 

The day after the celebra- 
tory AIM dinner, one of the 
junior market’s constituents 
blotted its copybook with a 
profits warning. Ibtal Office, 
providing office systems, 
slumped 44p to 82j5p. 

■ Memory Corporation, the 
computer group, added 5p to 
45p following a deal with a Tai- 
wanese concern which has an 
option on Memory shares at 
38ip. The Tfciwan group will 
use the Microlock chip, which 
is difficult to switch between 
computers. Microlock is seen 
as providing protection against 
chip theft Stockbroker Beeson 
Gregory think the shares, 
which bit 547.5p in the heady, 
unchallenged days of 1995, are 
worth S5p. 


Text 100, a technology spe- 
cialist public relations con- 
sultancy headed by Tom 
Lewis, held at 39-5p on Ofex 
It is due to report its first 
yearly results since arriving 
on the fringe market in 
March. There Is talk profits 
have climbed more than 20 
per cent to around £1 Jim. 

The Shares were floated at 
30p. Text, with BT and Mi- 
crosoft among Its clients, is 
thin Icing in terms gfg foil 

listing, possibly within two 
years. 

It has not taken VNU, the 
Dutch publishing group, long 
to increase its stake in Free- 
pages, the business directory 
group. On Tbesday it picked 
up 447 per cent; now it has 
moved to 10 per cent The two 
have trading links; in Sep- 
tember they launched Free- 
pages Scoot consumer 
information service in Hol- 
land. Freepages held at 36p. 
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Taylor Woodrow chief 
leaves after five months 


Taylor Woodrow, the property 
and construction group, has 
parted company with Its chief 
executive, who has spent just five 
months in the job. The departure 
of John Castle, the first outside 
chief executive at Taylor 
Woodrow in its 75-year history, 
has resulted from a “fundamental 
incompatibility” between him and 
the rest of the board. Nigel Cope, 
City Correspondent reports. 


Taylor Woodrow said Mr Castle had re- 
signed by mutual agreement and left the 
company with immediate effect. It appears 
that Mr Castle, who joined the company 
m June, had failed to build a good work- 
ing relationship with the group's divisional 
directors. The non-executive directors, 
led by Sir Kit McMahon, the former chair- 
man of Midland Bank, agreed ft was bel- 
ter to lake early action than let the 
personality dash worsen. The company said 
Mr Castle's departure was not due to a de- 
pute over future strategy. 

Mr Castle was on a salary of £225,000 
a year and is in line for a pay-off of equiv- 
alent to 1.8 times salary. This means be 
stands to make almost £500,000 for five 
months' work. 


Colin Prisons, the former chief execu- 
tive who had moved up to executive chair- 
man, wffl take over as acting chief executive 
until a replacement can be found. Sir Kit 
will become deputy chairman. Sir Kit said: 
*Tm afraid it recently became dear to the 
non-executives that John's appoin tment 
wasn't working and it was better to solve 
the problem now rather than later. 'We re- 
alised that he was unable to build the sort 
of relationships with bis fellow directors ft»a» 
a chief executive needs." 

Mr Parsons attempted to limit the 
damage of the boardroom fall-out in the 
City by saying that Taylor Woodrow was in 
"excellent financial health and is antici- 
pating another year of steadily improving 
results as indicated at the time of the re- 
cent interim results”. 

Mr Castle joined Taylor Woodrow after 
spells with Marley. the building materials 
group, and the American conglomerate, 
Textron. He had met the divisional direc- 
tors prior to taking up the post and it ap- 
peared there was a brief "honeymoon 
period” of a month to six weeks, during 
which the board got along welL 

Bot shortly after this, the non-executives 
became aware that relations were becom- 
ing strained. 

The company denied any rift between 
Mr Castle and Mr Parsons, who had been 
chief executive of Taylor Wooodrow for five 
years from 1992 and had helped turn a 


£94m loss into a £67m profit. The group 
also dismissed speculation that the board 
had found it hard to adapt to an exter nal 
appointment after 75 years of promoting 
from within. 

Mr Castle had joined with the intention 
of redudngTkylorW30<how’s construction 
operations to make It a housing and prop- 
erty group with modest interests in con- 
struction rather than the other way around. 
The construction business has averaged a 
return on sales of less than 1 per cent since 
1985. 

He was under pressure to improve the 
groop’s meagre net returns of just 6 percent 
on its annual sales of £l-2bn. 

In September Thyior Woodrow report- 
ed a 43 per cent jump in pre-tax profits to 
£3&2m for the six months to June. 

Some analysts said that Mr Castle may 
have felt constrained from taking the rad- 
ical action some in the City were calling for 
dne to the continued presence on the board 
of Mr Parsons. Mr Castle said he was in 
favour of evolution rather than revolution. 

One of the ironies of Mr Castle's de- 
parture is that on the mantelpiece in his 
Mayfair office he kept a homily which read: 
"The Hap: to continue to do the same thing 
and expect a different outcome." After just 
22 weeks in the job, this was certainty not 
the outcome he was expecting. 

Taylor Woodrow shares closed 0_5p 
lower at 1845p. 



Fireworks yet to 
come, says • 
Redland chairman 


Rudolph Agnew, chairman ofSedland, the t 
building materials group under aege from: 
a£L7bn takeovmbidlyl^fiugeoflTaoce, 
shrugged off criticism that - his . defence. 1 
document published yesterday was a non-/ 
gv pftt saym g that the fireworks were yet fo 


come. 

The document, whH± attached Lafarge’s.. 


John Castle: stands to make almost £500,000 from hts brief stay at Taylor 


NatWest shares dip after it spurns DMG’s global equities offer 


to get Redland “on the cheap” consisted : 
largely of adiy list of Redland’s assets. The 
document also confirmed that, despite the 
jump in Redland’s share price since Lafarge V 
bid, none of Redland’s directors wfll make. 

■ cignifiranr sums from the bid. - 

Mr Agnew, who took the opportunity to 
a withering attack on Bertrand' 
CoHomb, Lafarge's chief executive, said that . 
it was important to highlight Recflamfs bus- 
inesses: “ft retniiKlsshiiuehokJeis erf the 

of our assets.” . 

He said he was keeping hispewder diyi_ 
“You should never reveal your best argu- 
ments in the first document.” 

Mr Agnew played an emfier sta^ 

merit that Redland has received expressions 
of interest from a “doable digit” number 
of potential bidders for its aggregotesbusi- 
nesses. "We have a lot of suftbrs,-tat we-^ ^ 
. don’t knowyet if they are real or wtoth^ .®) 
have in mind”. .X 

Mr Agnew said Redland wasin msa£^c*>^ 
sions with minority shareholders w£so dvSwt"**;- 
43.5 per cent of RBB, Re dlancF sGeccnaii^ 
based roof tiles business. He,sa«i 
shareholders, the largest of 
Brass family mist; headed by RedLa$f ‘ 
executive director Hetty Brabp4Bra3ss%;u 
would “love to buy RBB”. Howeye^btrag^^: 
it was a question of -“what prieda^wh^K^;: 
form any offer would take”. •'*u 


National Westminster shares 
tumbled yesterday at news 
that it had spurned a bid 
from Deutsche Morgan Grenfell 
for parts of NatWest 
Markets. Pressure is mounting 
on the company to make a 
definitive statement on 
the future of its beleaguered 
investment banking arm 
reports Lea fatereon. 


The bank announced yesterday that it had 
turned down an “unsolicited approach" 
from DMG, the investment banking arm 
of Frankfurt-based Deutsche Bank, for its 
global equities business. 

“NatWest has decided that Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell’s proposal is not in the 
best interest of its shareholders or its 
employees", it said in a statement 
NatWest balked at the price offered by 
Deutsche Bank. According to one insider. 
Deutsches offer was “far below" the 
£300m price tag put on Nat West’s equity 
business by some analysts. 

“The reasons our discussions broke 


down were price and strategy," admitted 
Michael Philipp, bead of DMG’s global 
equity division, adding that DMG's bid was 
“certainly not above” £300m. 

“We are not chang in g our price. We are 
happy with our analysis," he said. 

NatWest stressed yesterday that the bid 
was “unsolicited", yet discussions between 
the two parties have been taking place for 
some time. 

Mr Philipp said: “We approached them 
[NatWest] informally four to six weeks ago, 
We entered formal discussions about two 
weeks ago." DMG is understood to have 
made a formal offer for the global equities 


division, part of embattled investment 
banking subsidiary NatWest Markets, on 
Thursday afternoon. 

NatWest’s share price fell as news 
broke that it had spurned DMG’s offer. 
Shares dosed at 857p, down 43p on the day. 

Mark Hpgey, analyst at Credit Suisse 
First Boston, sakk The C3ty is disappointed 
that NatWest is perceived to be consider- 
ing bids purely for its equity business." 

Another analyst added: “A lot of people 
were looking for NatWest Markets to be 
sold as a stand-alone business.” 

Mr Philipp confirmed that, in contrast 
to its rival Barclays which owns the BZW 


investment bank, NatWest had been “will- 
ing to talk just about its global equity 
division”. He said that DMG was not in- 
terested in buying BZW because Barclays 
was unwilling to sell only the equities 
business. 

Pressure is growing on NatWest to fol- 
low the example set by Martin Taylor, chief 
executive of Barclays, and to make a de- 
finitive statement about NatWest Markets’ 
future. 

“They [NatWest] are going to have to 
do something decisive. The feet that they 
haven't makes senior management look 
directionless,” mid one analyst yesterday. 


lnmhVig nmm«»nIs that thedefenCOV 


jam at some unidentifiable date«aL : " : 

‘They’Ve got their quotes all 
poor dears,” said Mr Agnew. *3aihB jnstf ; ‘c- 
what shareholders want” •• u 
~ MrCollomb called the 
vague promises*” adding: “Sharebpkle^ w 
want cash and there are no - 

on'the table.” ‘ 

Howard Proctor, analyst at SG€3; 

Lafarge’s offer was "a sighto^g^hb^i^Y 
Others said a white-knight bidder .for 
whole company was unffidy^R«fcmtFsT> 
shares dosed 9p higher at 34 GelY 
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Uneasy calm descends on South-east Telewest talks with 


Asia as IMF grants aid to Indonesia 


*EkM> Jana Mu aod paf*i a Jem 
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INTEREST RATES 


Short sterling UKlOyeargfB I |US hmg bond 





After the Hong Kong 
market survived one of 
the most turbulent 
weeks in its history, 
observers are wondering 
whether the turmoil will 
leave bodies scattered 
around the financial 
community. Separately, 
the IMF has agreed to 
pump billions of dollars 
into Indonesia to shore 
up the country’s 
battered economy and 
currency. Stephen Vines in 
Hong Kong reports. 


Money Market Rates 
WO 3 Mift Ifftti 1 1 


Bond Yields 
IBmc Iweha 


UK 7.38 1.09 7.56 0-88 S.55 -108 6.47 - 1.42 

US 5.75 0-25 5.92 0-17 5.84 -Q.5D 5.1 B -0,49 

Japan 0.53 0.03 0.56 -0.04 1.82 -0.79 241 -0.82 


Germany 3.69 052 | 4.09 0.76 | 557 -043 6.20 -0.63 


MAIN PRICE CHANGES 


Haw CWM %am Falb 


Mow OgH lop 


PLC 395.00 20,00 5.33 Danta Bus Svsttm56250 -5250 -854 

fimmals Gr ain 353.00 1650 450 Select Agftrcils 54950 -33,50 -5,75 

Rcddtt & Colmgi 914.50 4250 4.B7 HaU WBSltTiHalBT 857.00 -43.00 -4.7B 

Schraders PtX4W1545.O0 K.O0 457 Btocompaffifts 565 -225 -3.83 


There is talk in Hong Kong of 
broking houses being forced 
into mergers to stay afloat and 
offend managers bracing them- 
selves to report horrendous 
losses. However, as yet, there is 
no more than rumour to go on. 
Only one major financial insti- 
tution has decided to tackle the 
rumours in public - Peregrine 
Investment Holdings, the well- 
connected and spectacularly 
fast-growing Hong Kong-based 
investment bank. 

Early in the week it took out 
full-page newspaper advertise- 


ments to announce that “ru- 
mours of losses by Peregrine 
running into hundreds of mil- 
lions of US dollars and of Pere- 
grine’s financial demise are 
completely false”. 

However, the company ad- 
mitted it had been hit hard in 
its equities and fixed-income di- 
visions, with profits felling by 58 
per cent and 42 per cent re- 
spectively in the period from 
1 January to 24 October. 

Other investment houses 
have responded to the crisis by 
retreating from public view. 
Eventually, the extent of the 
damage will be clear. 

One banker, working for a 
European company, said: “It’s 
hard to tell how bad things are. 
A lot of these guys had big po- 
sitions in the stock markets 
and were speculating like hell 
in currencies. It is impossible to 
believe that, as these markets 
took a dive, none of them got 
hurt, even if they climbed back 
after a bit of recovery." 

Following a week of excite- 
ment, which some market- 
makers would dearly like to 
forget, yesterday proved rela- 
tively uneventful. The Hong 
Kong stock market rose by a 
modest 25 per cent, a figure 
which would be impressive else- 


where but meant little in a 
market which has seen double- 
digit percentage swings 
throughout the week. 

The rise was largely due to 
testimaity given yesterday in the 
legislature by Joseph Yam, the 
head of the Hong Kong Mon- 
etary Authority, who admitted 
that the territory’s de facto 
central bank had been in the 
market buying Hong Kong dol- 
lars to defend the currency’s 
fixed link to the US dollar. 

However he stated that the 
authority had got bade all the 
Hoag Kong dollars it sold and 
actually ended up with more for- 
eign currency in the reserves be- 
cause it had also been playing 
hard ball in fixing overnight 
inter-bank interest rates at veiy 
high levels, forcing speculators 
who had taken short positions 
in the market to cover these po- 
sitions at high cost, which meant 
buying back Hong Kong dollars. 

Mr Yam declared that the 
government’s defence of the 
Hong Kong dollar had been a 
success. Share traders took heart 
from this statement, which 
fuelled a flurry of business in. the 
afternoon trading session. 

Tbc blue-chip Hang Seng 
index ended the week less than 
5 per cent down while the two 


indices tracking China-related 
stocks posted comfortable gains. 

This was not the case in 
South Korea, which is shaping 
up to be the next trouble spot 
in Asian markets. Heavy inter- 
vention by the central bank to 
propup the ailing Korean won 
only sucoeeded in stabilising the 
currency’s decline. 

Meanwhile, Indonesia wfll 
receive $23bn (£13.7bn) in as- 
sistance from the International 
Monetary Fund and other mon- 
etaiy organisations in fgrhangp 
for its pledge to restructure its 
financial sector. Michel 
Camdessus, managing director 
of the IMF, said the three-year 
aid package was designed to 
shore up the rupiah. 

The package wfl] be supple- 
mented by a back-up facility that 
includes $3bn from the US and 
additional funding from Aus- 
tralia, China, Hong Kong. 
Japan, Malaysia and Singapore. 

Indonesia wfll reform its 
banking and financial industry 
and scrap monopolies held by 
the government’s Bureau of 
Logistics on food items such as 
soy, wheat, garlic and Bair. The 
gov e r nm ent wiD also agree to a 
three-year “tight" monitoring of 
its economy by the IMF. 

Market report, page 25 


BSkyB undermine 
Hollywood deals 


French utilii 
buyer for Lc 


Telewest Communi- 
cations, which is leading 
the cable industry^ 
negotiations for pay-per- 
view movie rights with 
Hollywood studios, has 
held talks about taking 
rival film sendees from 
BSkyB. Catity Newman 
reports that the move 
undermines the cable 
industry** attempts to 
break BSkyB’s monopoly 
on programming. 
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Scottish Hydro set to reject Littlechild’s price formula 
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Professor Stephen Littlechild, 
the electricity regulator, is fee- 
ing renewed confrontation with 
the industry over his “final” 
price controls for next year. At 
least one supplier, Scottish 
Hydro-Electric, is poised to re- 
ject the regime, risking a lengthy 
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and Mergers Commission. 
The company’s board will 

meet nead week to dedde its for- 
mal response to the plans but 
executives have warned pri- 
vately that they could not accept 
the formula “unconditionally’ . 
Another supplier, one of the 
largest regional electricity com- 


panies (RECs), also said yes- 
terday it was concerned about 
si gning a “blank cheque”. 

Scottish Hydro remains un- 
happy with the amount of cash 
Professor littlechild has al- 
lowed the industry to spend to 
introduce domestic competi- 
tion next year. The formula 
allows fora combined total of 
£500m to be added to cus- 
tomer bills to fund computer 
systems, bat the companies had 
previously asked to pass 
through £850m. Scottish Hydro 
would only be able to recover 
about half the £60m it says it is 
spending to pre p a re for 1998. 


New operating licences also 
assume that the companies 
have already legally agreed 
some of the technical arrange- 
ments for the introduction of 
competition, when many have 
yet to be finalised. Scottish 
Hydro believes it would be dif- 
ficult to accept the new licences 
before these arrangements are 
in place, a process which could 
take several more weeks. 

The companies were given 
until 14 November to accept or 
nqect the proposals, but the reg- 
ulator has said he is unlikely to 
alter the package. However, 
the companies believe Professor 


littlechild could not afford to 
risk a probe by the MMC, which 
could delay the opening up of 
the domestic market next ApriL 
A spokesman for Offer, the 
watchdog, said it was still in dis- 
cussions with the companies. 

The final price formula 
would see an average £270 res- 
idential power bfli drop by 9 per 
cent over two years from next 
April. It has caused controversy 
because the 12 RECs and two 
Scottish supply companies 
would not be able to pass 
through higher generation costs 
to consumers. 

- Chris Godsmark 


Telewest’s overtures to BSkyB 
have been made despite the 
company’s involvement with 
On Demand Management, a 
consortium negotiating deals 
with Hollywood studios. The 
consortium comprises Tblewest, 
NTL, General Cable and Dia- 
mond Cable Communications. 

Although On Demand has 
already signed deals with "Warn- 
er Brothers and Columbia Tris- 
tar.CSty analysts say the chances 
of the cable companies’ pay-per- 
view scheme taking off have 
been irrevocably damaged by 
Cable & Wireless Communi- 
cations' decision to break away 
from the rest of the industzy and 
take BSkyB’s pay-per-view of- 
fering. C&WC is expected to 
agree terms within a week. . 

Stephen Davidson, chief ex- 
ecutive of Telewest, confirmed 
last night that talks with BSkyB 
on pay-per-view had taken 
place but had failed to reach a 
conclusion. 

He said: “Wfe have spoken in 
the past on and off at length 
about taking BSkyB’ s pay-per- 
view services. But in the past few 
months, we've had no discus- 
sions about this. 

“Wa’re absolutely committed 
to launching our own pay-per- 
view service. The board is right 
behind us on this.” 

However, another cable in- 


dustry source said BSkyB was 
determined to persuade other - 
cable operators to take its films 
service: “BSkyB goes after - 
eveiybodty. It’s a divide and 
conquer issue". 

. BSkyB sources said that 
other cable operators involved ■ 
in Oh Demand, such as NTZ^'. 
had also had talks about ^taking; 
BSkyB’s service. However, NTL 
denied this sqggestion last ntyhL 
Steven Wfcgner, group inanag- 
ing director of NTL, said: 
“We’ve had absolutely no dis- 
cnssiois with BSkyB oyer tak- 
ing their pay-per-view service . . 
We have our own viable pay- 
per-view platform.” NIL I s ® - 
merger talks with TfelejeSt, al- 
though the dscussionsare said 
to be proceeding slowly. 

BSkyB has secured deals 
with several Hollywood studios. 
Apart from Universal Stodte, 
burner Brothers and CbhBnbia 
Tristar, the studios are thought 
to be in favour of agreeing ex- 
clusive terms with BSkyB- 
On Demand is adamant that 

rights from three studk^voulti 
be sufficient to set up &ixm- 
petitive alternative to BStyB’s 
pay-per-view offering. '%• . gtl 
When news of the H^er^ 
and Columbia deals broK£ &&- 
alysts were encouragetphat 
the cable industry had parted 
to challenge BSkyB’Wpf°- 
gratnniing monopoly by 
its own Hollywood rights*??^* 
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BSkyB had originally aijsid to 
secure on an exclusive 1^- 
However, the expos*? of 
cracks in the On T Vmffi nl- 
liance will add to sceclpm 

about whether the cabled 03 " 
try’s own service will tdctj^ 
Until now, pay-jjew ew 

events, where customers^ 10 

view a specific film 
fixture, have been neg^ 1 ^ 
solely by BSkyB and#^ 
““inty been confined to 
events. But digital telev^S*® 
enable cable andsatell® 0111 " 
pames to offer near-riJIN 11- 
demand. 
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Britain’s telecoms revolution has only just begun 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON RAPID 
GROWTH IN 

I* 

TELEPHONE 
USAGE AND A 
NEW BOOK. ON 
THE GUINNESS 
AFFAIR 


It was reported recently that around 
one-tenth of British Telecom’s local tele- 
phone traffic is now generated by use of 
the Internet. While this figure may be a 
httle ex agge rated, Internet usage is un- 
doubtedly growing at an astonishing rale 

- around 10 to 15 per cent per month com- 
pound according to some in 

time, this and other forms of data trans- 
mission wffl rcvolutkmise the revenue base 
of telecommunications in Britain. 

According to research commissioned 
by Energis, the National Grid’s telecom- 
munications company, the Internet mar- 
ket inBritam was worth around £300m last 
year in terms of cost of service provision 
and telecommunications. Schema, the 
consultancy which undertook the re- 
search, reckons this will nearly double in 
1997-98, rising to at least £2bn by 2005. 
The importance of this type of business 
for telecommunications companies is 
that people tend to spend a lot looger with 
the meter running while wired to the net 
than they do gassing on the telephone. 

The average Internet call is 40 minutes 
against less than 10 for an ordinary local 
telephone caO. Telephone usage in Europe 
is still much lower than it is in the US de- 
spite the best efforts of BT and others to 
change things. All those BT advertise- 
ments about how good it is to talk have 


failed to lift it by much. So where Bob 
Hoskins hasn’t worked, the Internet 
m ig h t be about to succeed. 

Nor is it just the Internet which is caus- 
ing telephone traffic to grow at more ag- 
gressive rates. In the US last year, some 
$150bn worth of goods and services were 
sold via 0800 freephone numbers. These 
now account for around 40 per cent of 
AT&T’s total revenues. Unfortunately far 
Joe Public, the 0800 number is not actual- 
ly free. The businesses that use these num- 
bers pay for them, and that cost is eventually 
oncharged to the customers who buy their 
services. Bu t it is a differe nt way of paying 
for telecomm uni cations and the effect has 
been greatly to enhance telephone use. 

Another avenue of payment already in 
use in some Scandinavian countries and 
being market tested here in Britain is for 
the customer to be offered a free phone 
call in return for listening to a voice ad- 
vertisement before making the call. The 
advertiser picks up the tab, but he also sells 
more product. 

If all these new methods of dragging 
people on to the telephone networks do 
indeed succeed in si gnifican tly increasing 
usage, then there are dear regulatory im- 
plications- Much higher volumes of traf- 
fic at present tariffs will transform the 
economics of the business, tilting the bal- 
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For sale: A list of sell-off options for the Tube has been drawn up by Price Waterhouse 


French utility group could be a 
buyer for London Underground 


The London Tube network could 
fall into French ownership, it 
emerged yesterday, when 
Generate des Eaux, France’s 
Argest utility group, threw its hat 
Tnto the ring as a potential bidder. 
Chris Godsmarfc, Business 
Correspondent, assesses the 
growing Interest in the 
Underground. 


jcan-Maric Messier, chairman andchief 
executiv e of Generale des Eaux (GE), said 
m London s^erday that the acquit™ 
multinational utility empire would be 
interested in buying part of London 
Underground if ihe Government decided 

^ ahead with a foll-scale^nvat^- 
uon “It's an interesting idea, said Mr 
Messier, who said he was waiting to see the 

Ssassws 5 

he«wnt.' l nvt ^ vc d as a train operator and 


1 had ruled out taking over responsibility for 
infrastructure such as track and signaJlmg. 
“We don’t want to be the World Bank 
provider of finance oa environmental in- 
frastructure” he said. One possibility was 
that the Trench group would join a con- 
sortium which would reflect expertise in 
bothareas. 

GE pledged to continue its aggressive 
expansion -in the UK, which has seen its 
turnover rise to ahnost£2bn in just lOyears. 
Mr Messier said GE intended to invest 
“some hundreds of millions of pounds” in 
the UK over the nest three to five years, 
on top of the £2bn invested so far. 

The company claims to be the largest 
passenger transport operator in die UK, 
with control of two of the biggest privatised 
rail franchises on London commuter 
routes, Couneac South Central and Cannes 
South Eastern. It also owns four drinking 
water c o mpanies, has a 40 per cent stake 
in General Cable, the cable telephones and 
TV group, and is the UK market leader 
in. waste disposal. 

The interest in tube privatisation could 
further complicate the discussions be- 
tween the Treasury and Mr Prescott’s 


office. Price Waterhouse has drawn up a 
list of possible sell-off options which were 
sent to the Prime Minister’s office last 
month. They include dividing responsibil- 
ity for track and train operation, mirror- 
ing rail privatisation, breaking up the 
tube into separately run vertically integrated 
lines, or a sale as a single business. 

However Mr Prescott is known to 
prefer selling a concession to run the track 
and signalling, lasting around 20 years, but 
keeping train operation in state ownership, 
a move which would dent GE*s ambitious. 
RaDtrack and WS Atkins, the civil engi- 
neering group, have both been tipped as 
potential infrastructure bidders. 

However, the pressure from other in- 
terested private sector train operators, in- 
cluding Virgin, could force a reappraisal 
in Whitehall. 

Meanwhile Mr Messier fuelled the 
pressure from business for the UK to join 
the tingle European currency. He said the 
euro would “not be the euro until the 
British pound joins”. The decision to join 
some time aftef the nest election seemed 
perfect, he added. “1 cannot imagine the 
UK staying outside for too long.” 
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ance of advantage violently bade towards 
the network providers. 

Alternative avenues of payment, such 
as freephone numbers, also provide im-> 
portent openings to new entrants like En- 
ergjs. Plainly it doesn’t make sense for n£W 
and relatively network providers to 
sell directly to the customer; they don*thawe 
the h illing s yste m s or the local networks. 
But by providing businesses with their 
telecommunications needs they can do die 
next best thing tap into the revenues 
beinggenerated by the end user. Thirteen ’ 
yeare after BT was privatised, Britain’s trie- 

coms revolution is still gathering pace. 


When the first book oa the Guinness af- 
fair was published about 10 years ago, 
Jo nathan Guinness; then a non-executive 
director of the company, wrote a review of 
it for The Indtpendenl which he memorably 
began with the words: “Le BeaujoLais nou- 
veau est arrivi”. the intention being to il- 
lustrate that the first stab at any history is 
rarely reliable. Now be's published his own 
tome on the scandal. Requiem for a Fam- 
ily Busmess. Unfortunately the wine doesn’t 
seem to have gained much in maturity. 

The roost interesting parts of this book 
concern the pre-Saunders years, although 
disappointingly there isn't nearly enough 
in the way of juicy detail on the scandal- 


pjone nature of the family which then con- 
txoSed tiiecon^Mity.’niefBwindiscxetkKis 
Offered by Mr Guinness are gentle and 
^ejtaoeant ones, but then as Lord Moyne, 
Ttt ffqiten fininness is now titular head of 

the ferity, aity more, Igneas, would have 

been too much to expect. ^ . 

There is also some genuinely fesca- 
rpting stuff about tiie establishment of 

as an intemationalty recog- 
msed brand. How the ferity must now be 

grinding its teeth at the present manage- 
ment’s insane plan to abandon the com- 
pany name in favour of the 
ridiculous-sounding Diageo. And finally 
Mr Guinness gives an flhmwnating insight 
fmo the decline of a family company as 
xt passed from one generation to the next- 

Unfortunatety, he doesn’t have mud) 

thatis new to add on the scandal itself This, 

too, may not be altogether surprising, for 
as Mr Guinness points out, the scandal gen- 
erated more column indies of news, com- 
ment and analysis than the Bafidands^ Whr. 
fwn hk first -hand descriptions Of Erpesfs 
last months with the company, which 
ought to be good because be was there, con- 
tain much winch hi now familiar. 

So whaf s Mr Guinness’s take on the 
affair? In the end this is a relatively sym- 


Mr Guinness seems genuinely to like. Mr 


stops short of saying the former 
Guinness chairman did not deserve his 

fate, but he plainly think* him Sadly treal- 
ed and believes Mr Saunders was made 
to suffer too much. He also raises, by way 
of suggestion, that entirety unproven old 
canard - that the other lot, Argyll (now 
Safeway*), were just as bad but managed 
to get away with it. No evidence has ever 
been produced to support this contention 
so it is pointless trying to offer it by way 
of mitigation for Mr Saunders. That 
hasn't stopped Mr Guinness trying. 

The Guinness affair b rather in the na- 
ture of ancient history now, so why is Mr 
Guinness still chewing over ihe entrails? 
Silly! It is because the scandal is about to 
be in the news again, with publication of 
the long-awaited Department of Unde and 
Industry report on it all. With luck that 
might help shift a few more copies of Mr 
Guinness’s book. Don’t hold your breath 
on that one either, though. We already 

know what’s in the report, because a draft 

was leaked to the press some years ago. 
If anything, the final version is likely to 

be even more watered down than the first, 

as the lawyers have got to it since then. 
Mr Guinness’s account, which is as much 
about the passing of his family's involve- 
ment in the company as the scandal itself, 
may yet upstage the inspectors. 


British Gas disputes claim 
on customers switching 


Wbo wifl be In EMU? The financial martlets' view 


tta doer alter combtas git to tts teferi tasdfaie (Getmaarj 
the mora Ibdy tey are to ioin EMU. 


Long ta rn 
irtoBSt rates 


British Gas yesterday cast doubt on claims by Ofgas, the in- 
dustry watchdog, that 400,000 of the company’s customers 
in Scotland and the North-east of England would switch to 
rival suppliers when domestic competition goes live from 
tomorrow. A further 25 million homes will be able to desert 
British Gas, now the brand name of tire Centrica group, on 
top of 2 mflUon taking part in competition trials in the South 
nf En gland. 

Ofgas daimed one in six households bad signed contracts 
with new suppliers, bnt British Gas said the true figure was 
one in IS homes. “We would categorically disagree with the 
numbers. No more than 150,000 people will leave us over 
the next few weeks,” said a spokeswoman. Ofgas said it stood 
by its figure, adding that tomorrow’s phase of competition 
looked set to be the most successful so far. Eastern Group, 
the regional electricity company, has claimed it has signed 
up 200,000 customers in Scotland and the North East 
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SpatoW v V? 


France-' V 


RJR not liable for cancer 


-SapL^-- 


A jury in Florida yesterday found that RJR Nabisco, owner 

the cancer of a former customer, Joann Karbiwnyk. The jury 
said RJ Reynolds cigarettes were not unreasonahty defective. 
Ms Karbiwnyk, 60, had alleged that she developed lung can- 
cer from smoking Winston cigarettes, made by RJ Reynolds. 

Mary Aronson, an analyst with Aronson Washington Re- 
search said the verdict would not have much of an impact 
on the tobacco settlement pending in Congress. “If there had 
been a win for the plaintiff, the feeling was that this would 
have pushed the amount higher for the settlement in Con- 
gress,” she said. 


TOWARDS EMU: Hite fine moves towards Bie German base fine it moans 
investors no longer raqute sueft a tttf] premium tor ftotiing ftat courtly's bonds 
compared in 6ennan ones, because they are confluent The currency won't 
devalue against the mark hi ctfw worts, they Balk that country wH be looted into 
a single creiBncy witr Germany In 10 years' time. • 


AWAY FROM EMU: However, tflhey think the country won't be in EMU. that it w9 
ham higher mflafion. and flat there Is a risk of a Mure devaluation against the 
mark then they wffl demand an extra premium 1w hofetaig ttras country’s bonds, so 
the fine wfl move away horn the base. 


When wffl EMU start? Hie City Analysts’ View. 


BP to announce buy-out 


The independent asked analysts tom: 

NUdm Europe, Paine Webber, ABN Advd.JP Morgan. Deutsche Morgan Greofeil 
Sataman Brothers, Grridmaa Sachs, HSBC James Capd, UBS 
whatpmbaldtytheypiacadonEMUslartirigontlma. 


British Petroleum is expected on Monday to announce deals 
to boy out public shareholders in its French and Spanish sub- 
sidiaries, BP France and BP Oil Espana. Shares in the two 
companies were suspended on the Paris and Madrid stock 
markets yesterday and a BP spokesman in London declined 
to elaborate on the reasons behind the move. However the 
oD giant looks set to buy up outside stakes of about 7 per 
cent in each companies held by other investors. 


PnAa&By EMU Marts on time: 
Protnbffity EMU is delayed: 
PrabaHHy BflJ never happens: 


(82% last week) 
(14% last week) 
(4% last week) 


French jobless figure static 


Currency crisis in emerging 
markets 'might help EMU’ 


Unemployment fe fiance stayed at 125 per cent m September, 
unchanged from its August level. The French labour min- 
istry said the number of registered unemployed immediately 
available for work fell by 0.2 per cent to reach 3,127,900 on 
a seasonally adjusted bass. But if part-time and temporary 
staff are taken into account, the number of jobless rose 0.7 
per cent to 3,561,600 in August. 


Mortgage lending up 


Gross mortgage lending by major banks was £3.9bn in Sep- 
tember, 43 per cent higher than the August figure, accord- 
ing to the British Bankers’ Association. However, the BBA 
warned that meaningful comparisons of the September fig- 
ures with earlier data was not posable because tbe September 
data included for the first time figures from Alliance & Leices- 
ter, Halifax and Woolwidj, following their demutualisations. 


City economists remain con- 
vinced that European Monetary 
Unioawffl start on time, despite 
this week’s fears of a meltdown 
in world financial markets and 
tbe gulf that has opened up be- 
tween the Government and 
the Conservatives over the 
angle currency issue. 

The Independent's panel of 
experts now rate the chances of 
EMU being up and r unning in 
1999 at 83 per cent, fractionally 
higher than a week ago. 

Thrmoll in the Ear East fi- 
nancial markets is causing con- 
cern and, according to Robert 


Prior at James Capel, if the 
speculators turned their atten- 
tion to Europe, the Greek 
drachma and Italian lira would 
be the most likely targets. 

Michael Lewis at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell said the cur- 
rency crias in emerging markets 
might even help the EMU 
cause, provided it does not un- 
dermine the dollar. The reason 
is that it has reduced the need 
for a rise in US interest rates 
which could have imposed fur- 
ther strains on some Euro- 
pean currencies, most notably 
the French franc and the lira. 


] Interest Rates 
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Winter's march: The morning frost dings to nettles In a Norfolk garden. 


This photograph, taken by Brian Harrs, was shot with a 55mm maicrb tens, at 250th of a second at f5.6on BOO f 

To arfa a print ring 



Nice £39 


3 flights a day from London Luton^ 
Daily flights from Liverpool 


London Luton to 

Amsterdam 


Barcelona 

Edinburgh 

Aberdeen 

Inverness 

Glasgow 


from £29 
from £49 

from £29 
from £29 
from £29 
from £29 


Liverpool to 

Amsterdam 


from £35 


easyJet 


Call 01 582 700 004 anytime 

*£39 fare available for travel until 15/12 .-JR 
All fares single exd.fax- — 
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How James Palumbo came to 
be king of the nightclub scene 


Plus 


■ Female trouble - are women fools for alternative 
medicine? 


■ Happy birthday Brookside - David Aaronov'rtch on 
15 years of Channel 4 


■ Win £10,000 - in the Independent on Sunday/First Dir# 
photography competition '-.iL 


■ Decriminalise cannabis - the latest important ■ 
developments in .our. campaign to change the law 
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Poetry in motion 


a® 


The view 


iew from White Horse Hill: walkers gaze towards Uffington 


Photogaph: John Lawrence 


The ancient Ridgeway track 
is drenched in myth, history 
- and poetry. Andy BuR 

follows the trail of John 
Betjeman. 

Pounding along the Ridgeway 
on ray mountain bike, I stopped 
for breath and beard a strange 
sound. Through the eerie, muffled 
silence of the early morning mist 
came a drumming that at first I 
mistook for the beat of my own 
overtaxed heart Three racehore- 
es loomed out of the fog, and were 
swiftly swallowed from view once 
more. 

It was a reminder that the 
Ridgeway, a 6, 000-year-old green 
road that rides the Downs from the 
Berkshire Thames-side village of 
Streatley to West Kennett in Wilt- 
shire, is still a working highway. 

People also come here for the 
solitude, the rich history and the 
unique down! and flora and fauna. 
I, on this occasion, had come be- 
cause of the poet John Betjeman. 

Betjeman lived in the village of 
Rarnborough and 11 miles farther ■ 
west at Uffington, in the valley to 
the north beneath the famous 
White Horse. He loved the area, 
and regularly walked the Ridgeway. 

Parking my car at Bury Down 
above the raring village of West 
Islley would give me a good day’s 
cycling, with lunch at Uffington be- 
fore the return journey. 

The ridge of the Downs is an ex- 
hilarating place to cycle. 1 passed 
the mysterious ancient monument 
of Scu trimmer Knob, a horseshoe- 
shaped earth rampart that may be 
an Iron Age burial chamber. Or it 
may be where scutchers, who beat 
wetted Bax, held their festivities. 

A little farther on, beyond a 
copse, where a bridlepath crosses 
the route, I found, hidden in the 
long grass, a great lump of stone 
into which has been cut: “In mem- 
ory of Penelope Betjeman (1910-' 
1986) who loved the Ridgeway”. 
Penelope was a keen horsewoman 
and the memorial was placed here 
by her daughter Candida, at the 
spot where the bridlepath she took 
from the Betjemans’ home in Run- 
borough meets the Ridgeway. 

1 took the bridleway south to 
Fhmborough. The village is no 
more than a farm, a little 12th- 
century church, the Old Rectory, 
in which the Betjemans lived, and 
a row of cottages. The former 
poet laureate, who died in 1934. 
bved in the village for only six years, 
but he has a memorial here. In the 
church of All Saints, so tiny you feel 
you could stretch out your arms and 
touch each side of the nave, is a 
stained-glass window designed by 
John Piper, dedicated to hhn_ 

The bright autumn sun beam- 
ing straight on to the glass ignited 
the deep blues and greens of the 
window, which depicts a tree of life 


flanked by fishes and butterflies! 

Across the lane is the grand, red- 
bride, Georgian Old Rectory, 
where the Betjemans lived from 
1945 unto 1951. In summer it 
opens its grounds under the Gar- 
dens Open scheme. 

The ride here from the Ridge- 
way and back gives a more varied 

view of the downs than you get fiom 

the summit This is a gentle, volup- 
tuous landscape and I began to 
fancy I was juddering over a hard, 
flat stomach, tracing a curving 
backbone, descending along the 
length of an extended limb. Every- 
thing was clothed in the subtle 
colours of autumn; the charcoal of 
the thin topsoil, with a powdering 
of chalk; tire ochre of richer, newly 
ploughed day; the fawn of a stubble 
field, dotted with the red of a dutch 
of late poppies. 

Back up on the Ridgeway the 
path climbed gently, passing the 


his job at the Architectural Review 
and later to Shell, to work on their 
guidebooks. When the Second 
World War broke out be joined the 
Observer Corps and spent his 
nights in a hut in Parrot Field, on 
the lane leading up to the White 
Horse, watching for enemy planes. 
He left in 1945. for Fkniborough, 
Betjeman wrote with charac- 
teristic nostalgia of “straw thatched, 
chalk-built, pre-war Uffington**. 
And, in his poem “Uffington”: 

Tonight we feel the muffled peal/ 
Hang on the village like a pall;/ It 
overwhelms the towering elms -j That 
death-reminding dying fall;/ The 
very sky no longer high/ Comes 
down within the reach of alLf Im- 
prisoned in a cage of sound/ Even 
the trivial seems profound. 

I cycled back up the winding 
lane through the steep, Ice-Age- 
sculpted slopes of the downs, their 
covering of grass stiH pale after the 

s 
i 



market town of Wantage - where 
the Betjemans moved alter Run- 
borough - in a valley to the north. 

I passed Segsbmy Castle, one of 
the Iren Age hill forts built to de- 
fend this vital strategic route from 
attack from the north. Everywhere 
are reminders of ancient peoples. 
When the valleys across southern 
England were densely forested" 
and dangerous, the Ridgeway pro- 
vided safe routes from the English 
and Bristol Channels to cross the 
Thames at the Streatley ford before 
joining the Icknield Why for East 
Anglia. Why, even Stone Age man 
may have walked this route before 
the onset of the Ice Age. 

The downs are at their broad- 
est, highest and most solitary on the 
stretch approaching Uffington and 
the White Horse. At the top of 
White Horse Hill I turned off, pass- 
ing Uffington Castle, and beaded 
for the cluster of houses below. 

John and Penelope Betjeman 
lived in Uffington, in a rented 
whitewashed cottage called Ger- 
rards Farm in the main street. 
They came in 1934, and Betjeman 
became people’s warden of the 
eariy-English church of St Mary, 
and drove his Ford Prefect to the 
village station - long since dosed 
- to take the train to London and 


driest of summers. Puzziingly,what 
I bad expected to be the clean, ab- 
stract lines of the galloping horse 
were woolly, fluffy and plump. 
And then, as I rounded Dragon 
HSU, supposedly where St George 
slayed the dragon, the White Horse 
suddenly became mobile, its fluffy 
flesh flying off in aU directions, leavj 
iiig jnst the chalk skeleton. 

In this place of legend and 
mystery, inexplicable things can 
happen. But there was a mundane 
explanation. Some sheep that had 
been nibbling at the grass around 
the figure of the horse, had scat- 
tered at my approach. 

Sadly, no story of the Great Ex- 
ploding White Sheep of Uffington 
will be added to the Ridgeway’s rich 
legacy of myth and mystery. 
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Map: Ordnance Survey’s Landranger 
174. The Ordnance Survey also 
publishes a good guide book, The ?1 JJJL 

Ridgeway, by Neil Curtis . lation. 

Facilities on the Ridgeway itself 
are few, but most villages have pub$ 


serving food. There is also a youth ltft - .. 

haste/ - YHA Court HiU Ridgeway “i 
Centre is Just north of the Ridgeway . . 

whemhiscrossedlvtheA^cloi^^^ 
to the village of Letcombe Reas. 

'Uffington' is included in 'The 
Best of Betjeman '(Penguin, £6.99), g ^ t °°’ and 
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GREEN CHANNEL 


There is a quiet revolution going on. Krt-watchW & be- 
coming trendy - especially on holiday. 

Sedngpink flamingos m Kenya, grey-sided la nghfng fhnish- 
es m Nepal, or honey buzzards in France hasTrather bet- 
ter image than lurking with anorak and Thermos waiting for 
a ranty on the north Norfolk coast. 

The problem is, just as it’s becoming acceptable to come 
out of the bird hide, the birds are disappearing. According 
to the RSPB and Birdlife Internationally nmnbea haw 
declined dramatically across Europe and 195 species are in 
trouble. One way of counteracting this is to gp with a tour 
operator who is involved with conserving birdlife. Honeyguide 
Wildlife Holidays, for instance, winch runs tours to the Span- 
ish Pyrenees, donates £25 per customer to a local ornitho- 
logical conservation programme that is involved with saving 
the Spanish Steppes - one of the most seriously threatened 
bird habitats ip Europe. 

The problem is nert just a European one. Wbrid^wWe, birds 

are struggling because of declining habitats following the loss 
of tropical forests, and drain age of wetlands for agriculture 
and construction. 

Ironically, the development of tourism is often a big part 
of the problem. Eilat in Israel is a top draw for internation- 
al bird-watchers attracting more than 30,000 tourists a year 
who come to see masive concentrations of the birds that slop 
off there on their migration route - blue throats from Rus- 
sia. lesser whitethroats from England, little stints from the 
Arctic Circle, among others. 

But hotels and lagoons have been carved out of the ooce- 
exiensive salt marsh and large areas have been convened to 
fanning to serve the growing local and visitor population. 
The consequence? Destruction of the very habitat that sup- 
ports the birds - particularly the fruit and flowers that pro- 
vide them with vital protein after their 2,000-km flight across 
the desert. 

Sue Wheat 
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A strange mix of high church and low paganism characterises much of the land overrun by Spain 


and credit 


RED CHANNEL 


A compendium of hazards facing today’s traveller: 
Foreign Office warnings about travel to Poland 


Time for a party for the dear departed 


1 ’ 


"There is a serious risk of robbery at main rail stations and 
on trains, particularly international services and longdistance 
trains. Passengers arc most at risk while boarding trains. Keep 
jewellery, watches, cameras, passports and wallets/purses out 
of sight. Do not leave the compartment unattended. 

“Poland is a major east-west transit route for heavy 
vehicles. Drivers are advised to take particular care. Vehicles 
should not be left unattended when personal belongings are 
on board. Valuables should never be left in glove compart- 
ments. etc. 

“Those visiting forested areas are advised to seek medical 
advice about inoculations for tick-borne encephalitis.’' 


This weekend in Mexico, 
families celebrate die Day 
of the Dead with an odd 
mixture of reverence and 
jollity. Richard HoBedge joins 
the merry mourners. 


For more information about Poland and many other 
countries, contact the Travel Advice Unit on 01 71-2384503 or 
4504. or fax 0171-2384545: on the internet, at 
http: :www.fco.gav.tdd or on BBC-2 Ceefax from page 470 on- 
wards. 


VISITORS’ BOOK 


From the visitors' book at the Museum of the 
Revolution, the former home of Pane ho Villa, in 
Chihuahua, Mexico. 


“ Today I came to see part of my culture, and I thank 
you for all your courtesy" - Anna Maria Peres, Santa 
Rosa. California. 


“We only enjoyed it because we had an excellent 
guide" - Jackie and Steven, England. 


“This is a very unique place. Viva Mexico” - W B 
Chandler. Detroit. 


“This book is as interesting as the museum: very" - A 
Giardino, New York City. 


“People of Mexico, best wishes from the Martins of 
New York City, USA. Hopefully the poor will beconw 
richer in mind and body, money too! Long live the 
revolution." - The Martins of New York City. 


"Viva Pancho. the Mexican Che Guevara. Salud y pe- 
sos to the poor people of Mexico. May you find true 
liberation - CH, London. 


He walks along the track, a 
great bundle of bright orange 
African marigolds over his 
shoulder. His wife follows, 
dutching a bucket of water. Be- 
hind, the children carelessly 
brandish splashy dahlias. It’s a 
curious little family outing, 
characterised by a kind of de- 
termined quietness. 

They are heading out of 
town to the cemetery to cele- 
brate Mexico’s most impor- 
tant religious ceremony. La 
Dfo del Muerte - the Day of the 
Dead. It is an odd mix of Hal- 
lowe’en, wild jamboree and 
serious mourning for the re- 
cently departed. 

There seemed to be nothing 
particularly grief-stricken 
about any of the families who 
visited the cemetery in Muitles, 
a dusty, chaotic suburb to the 
north of Mexico City. They 
went about their business of ar- 
ranging floweis in tins and 
draping them on the corrugated 
plastic covers of the graves. The 
petals from the marigolds are 
shredded to make into 
poignant little crosses on the 
earth in front of the more per- 
manent crosses -often in wood, 
tied with yam - that are scat- 
tered untidily over the hill- 
ride. After a year the dead 
relative gets a second cross, as 
if in confirmation that they 
have gone for ever. 


Inside the cemetery every- 
thing is conducted with appro- 
priate gravity, with none of 
the expected great explosions 
of weeping and Larin emotion 
that you might expect On the 
way to the graves, it is a slightly 
lighter story. The mourning 
relatives may have stopped to 
chat at other mourners at one 
of the many stalls that line the 
approach to the cemetery; they 
may have bought tortillas, 
munched at little fish, been 
tempted by alarmingly green 
sausages banging from make- 
shift awnings. It is a bit like the 
annual general meeting of a 
village Wl. 

In the days before this week- 
end’s celebrations the country 
had been a whole lot noisier. 
The mariachi bands fiddle, 
strum and blast with unparal- 
leled energy. The shops are 
crammed with tcy skeletons and 


devilish masks. On the way 
back from the dty centre our 
car was “ambushed” by excit- 
able youths. A skeleton hung 
from a makeshift gallows, a 
rope stretched across the road. 
Wearing masks and clutching 
bottles of Dos Equis, they de- 
manded “ransom” money be- 
fore allowing us to pass. 

Nowhere celebrates with 
greater passion and greater 
tourist interest than the colo- 
nial city of Patzcuaro, on the 
edge of the second highest 
Jake in the Americas. Every- 
thing about the place is redo- 
lent with that strange mix of 
high church and low paganism 
that characterises so much of 
the land overrun by the 
Spaniards and secured by the 
priests. 

For example, it is hundreds 
of miles from the high plains 
around Patscuaro to the heat of 


the Yucatan peninsula and the 
Mayan dty of Chichen Itza. On 
the walls of the court where 
they staged the ball game - a 
sort of andent basketball, pos- 
sibly using a skull instead of a 
ball - a carving shows the cap- 
tain of the defeated team re- 
ceiving his just deserts. He has 
been spectacularly beheaded, 
his neck spouting great plumes 
of blood. But is he the loser? 
One theory has him the winner 
the reward for his team's vic- 
tory a speedy dispatch to the 
gods. 

It is this curious mix of pre- 
Hispanic attachment to death 
and the importance of sacrifice 
that may underlie the modern 
Indians’ atavistic approach to 
religion and to the dead. 

That doesn't altogether ex- 
plain the red outline of lipstick 
clinging to a casket containing 
a recumbent Christ in the BasO- 


ica which dominates: the dty, 
nor, indeed, a woman praying. 
Clutching a can of Coke in one 
hand, but perhaps il does some- 
thing to ex plain the Mexicans’ 
fascination for death, and a 
need to acknowledge it with this 
combination of ritual and su- 
perstition. 

The museum is filled with 
grotesque animal masks and 
human heads with ghastly 
lolling tongues, sprouting 
horns, infernal scars. A room of 
ex votos adds to the sense of 
superstition. Painstakingly 
carved on strips of tin, they are 
representations to God to save 
a rick wife, help a husband who 
hurt himself at work, spare a 
man from banging^cure a man 
injured in a train crash. 

Come the big day, the dty 
- and more particularly the is- 
land of Janitzio - becomes a 
centre for mourning on a grand 


MEXICAN WAYS 


Getting there: scheduled flights 
Competition between European airlines 
means that air feres to Mexico dry are low- 
er. in real terms, than ever before. Through 
discount agents, British Airways is selling its 
non-stop Gatwick-Mexico City flight for 
around £480 return, induding tax. Travelling 
on Air France via Paris, Iberia via Madrid or 
KLM via Amsterdam can cost even less, with 
feres around die £400 level sometimes 
available. These airlines also enable you to 
travel from one of many UK airports. 

h used to be the case that travelling to 
Mexican destinations outside the capital was 
relatively cheap on US airlines such as 
American, via Miami, and Continental, via 
Houston: recent rises in taxes mean the ad- 
vantage has largely been lost. It is often cheap- 
er to fly direct to Mexico Dty and then use 


an airpass to travel onwards. 

Another option, particularly for destina- 
tions in the north of Mexico, is to take ad- 
vantage erf low feres to destinations in Arizona. 
Texas and southern California offered by ail 
the leading transatlantic airlines, and to trav- 
el across the border by land. San Diego and 
B Paso are the US does closest to Mexico. 


to refueL) Charters are mostly sold as part 
of package holidays, by operators such as First 

Choice (0161-745 7000). Airtours (0541 
500479) and Thomson (0990 502580). Some 
flights may have space for “seat only” cus- 
tomers; expect to pay around £300 return 
to Can cun, and slightly more to Puerto Val- 
la rta. 


Getting there: charter flights and In- 
clusive holidays 

Last year the number of British package hoF 
kfay-makera going to Mexico more than dou- 
bled, and a significant increase is expected 
this year, too. 

There are now numerous charter flights, 
mainly from Manchester and Gatwkk, to the 
Mexican resorts of Can cun and Puerto Val- 
larta. (None that many of these stop en route 


Red tape 

Visitors require a tourist card, which is is- 
sued free by the airline when you embark, 
or at the frontier if you enter by fend 


More information 

Mexican Ministry of Tourism, 60 Trafalgar 
Square, London WON 5DS (0171-734 K358). 
Note that this office takes a substantial sies- 
ta, dosing each day from 1 30pm to 3pm. 


scale. Indians from 7 miles 
around crowd On tobo^s- they 
used to be pretty affairs with- 
great boiterf^-stjfe nets - and 
converge on the island with a 
single candle burning . in \the-. 
bow, Tbe locals ignore’ the.;.: 
flashing bulbs ojftho tourists to 
hold vigils over the dead, chant- 
ing gently through the nigfaL 
; If they stay relatively re- 
strained at the . sight of the 
tourists ' while the sanctities- - 
lake place, thfe quickly changes 
with daylight The boat -trips, , 
from the mainland to the island 
are cheered by serenading 
quartets of guitarists and reedy 
warblers. A hat is pnrposefizl- 
ly passed around before we step , 
ashore. The island, with^sleep 
paths leading to a vast stitue 6f 
the ' Independence fljgKer'- 
. Morelos* is a- fantasticaLgalli- 
maufry of shops selling- such 
gew-gaws as plastic virgins* 
mugs shaped like bosoms - very 
popular - combs with your 
name inscribed, shiny plates 
and plastic hearts. . •; • 
The children come out to 
beg; their mothers try to sell 
egg-cup shaped little contain- ' 
ere of plum jam. In fact, {Aim 
stones, as I later discovered 
The country becomes m- 
fused with a kind of orange fbzz 
as dropped marigold petals- 
leave wispy tracks along streets 
and down country lanes. 

Tb the north, in Creel a lazy,, 
one-horse town on the railway 
line winch links Chihuahua 
with the coasts the flowers 
droop in the heat, and pictures 
of relatives and drawings of the _ 
Virgjn are wrapped in cello- 
phane as if trying to keep their 
memory alive a little longer. 
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The British Isles, noon today 


Atlantic chart, noon today 


AA Road watch 
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General summary and outlook: 

A band of light rain will edge slowly southwards 
across Scotland, becoming patchy as i! does so, but 
there will also be some early sunshine in the east 
and south, while all parts wifi remain mild. Northern 
Ireland. Wales and northern England will see a lot of 
cloud with a few spots of drizzle, mainfy on the hills, 
but the cloud will break at times Go allow a little 
sunshine. Elsewhere in England it will be dry and 
after any early fog clears there will be some good 
sunny breaks. 

There may be a little rain In southern parts of Scot- 
land but elsewhere It will be dry with sunny breaks. 
The bulk of Monday will be dry but rain will edge 
into soulh-west England during the day and may 
reach much of southern England and Wales by the 
end oflhe afternoon. Tuesday will be cloudy with 
rain over England. Wales and Northern Ireland but 
Scotland shoofd fiofd onto the dry weather. 
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\ Our three nearest planetary neighbours -the Moon, Venus and : Z 
j Mars - can be seen clustered together in the early evening sky • j 
j this week. On Tuesday, the new crescent Moon completes a .1 
j trio in Sagittarius with brilliant Venus and a considerably fainter # - 

j Mars lying 3 degrees or so to her righL As darkness falls around "X 

I 5pm, they can be caught very low in the SSW, shortly before f 
j they seL Mm us will become more prominent as day length short- J 
i ens in the run-up to the winter solstice. This week Vfemis achieves $ 

\ its grearest eastern elongation, a maximum separation from the M 
j sun in the sky of 47 degrees. A small telescope on Venus at the ' } 

| moment will reveal its half-moon shape, a consequence of its f 
j position nearer the Sun than us. By contrast, the tiny disc of 
j Mare, some three, times further away in a more distant orbit, fv' 
j js almost folly illuminated. . ^ 
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dancing on a string in Guatemala City 



Ephemeral beauty: the kites of Santiago Sacatepequez take days to make, and may fly for just a few seconds Photograph: M L Minns 


Today, in the little town of Santiago 
Sacatepequez in Guatemala, the 
skies anil be filled with vibrantly 
coloured kites. Marianna Minns 
watches the celebrations there for 
All Saints’ Day. 

The rustle of tissue paper flapping in the 
wind forms an orchestra of sounds, a 
rhythmical plea to the saints to watch over 
their people and join in the celebration. Vib- 
rant colours bleed into the sharp blue sky 
and shout out through geometric pat- 
terns.lt becomes a rush hour in the sky as 
swarms of hand-made kites, or barriktes , 
of all sizes, jostle about They arc stretched 
up as high as possible, to bring the people 
closer to the spoils and their loved ones. 
It is said that the noise of the kites beat- 
ing against the wind annoys the evil spirits, 
since for a long time there was a problem 
with evil spirits invading the cemetery and 
troubling people in the town. At one time 
benevolent spirits wandered the streets 
looking for help. Now, no one is too sure 
whether they are still doing that, but kite- 


flying seems a good enough reason to pro- 
tect people from malevolence. 

It is All Saints' Day, in the small town 
of Santiago Sacatepequez in the heart of 
Guatemala, where a curious tradition 
turns the day into a major event Every year 
on 1 and 2 November, hundreds of people 
from neighbouring villages and from 
Guatemala City descend on this town to 
witness the spectacle in honour of the dead. 
Families gather to watch or take part, sit- 
ting on tombs that have been decorated with 
real and artificial gaudy flowers and ever- 
green wreaths. The poorer graves are 
simple mounds of earth, some of which have 
been coated in white piaster and adorned 
with pink and orange petals. The cemetery, 
high on a hill with a sweeping view over a 
lush landscape, becomes a playground 
and park, with children running round 
graves, only concerned with fighting for air 
space for their kites. 

Families picnic, young soldiers patrol, 
unnervingly negotiating graves whilst carry- 
ing rifles, and it becomes anything but the 
peaceful resting-place that it should be. Yet 
here in Guatemala nothing is sombre, least 


of all All Saints’ Day. It seems to be one 
big parly. 

Santiago Sacatepequez celebrates this 
day in a particular way. In the weeks run- 
ning up to the event, young men painstak- 
ingly put together gjant kites so huge, it is 
hard to believe that they can fly. The larged 
span six metres, are supported by cane sticks 
in the form of a wheel, and take at least 
three men to lift them. There is a curious 
cantoufiction in the fragility of the kite body 
and the dunuy-loolting heavy flame sup- 
porting h. Yet somehow they reach the sky. 

No odc seems certain where the trad- 
ition of kite bunding came from, but it is 
firmly adhered to amongst the Cakchiquel 
Indians. It is known that one of the main 
reasons for flying kites isper Falegria de los 
muertos, or “to entertain the dead”. Women 
do not get involved in constructing the kites 
although they certainly have a band in 
preparing and selling food on the day. Kites 
are solely the preserve of the men, who form 
part of a committee which then plans the 
kite-malting. 

And the kites are beautifully made. Tiny 
squares of brightly-coloured tissue paper 


form exciting patterns as a backdrop to pic- 
tures portraying pre-Golumbian scenes, nat- 
ive to the indigenous people. Ihssels of 
tissue paper flutter round the edges and the 
final piece of art is proudly carried through 
the town to be displayed on the lower part 
of the graveyard. The kites are lined up be- 
fore it is their turn to fly. It is an anxious 
time, as a lot of money, time and creativ- 
ity have been poured into the work - and 
picking the right moment is vital if the kite 
is not going to rip and smash trying to get 
airborne. Young men attach ropes to the 
kites to stabilise them and when they 
think the moment is right, they tug on the 
ropes using aD their force to persuade the 
kite to catch the wind. People encourage 
them, shouting and dapping, and sym- 
pathise with the unsuccessful. 

A few moments of glory while a giant 
kite gBdes in the air is usually all that is pos- 
sible, but that doesn't seem to matter, and 
people bold their breath to stare. They 
watch it crash to the ground, and the de- 
- sign crumple. 

This is expected. Kites rarely survive in- 
tact, and the effort that goes into making 


Getting there 

The cheapest routes to Guatemala and 
the rest of Central America are on Con- 
tinental Airlines via Houston, on KLM 
via Amsterdam, on Iberia via Madrid and 
on Avian ca via Bogota. The best spe- 
cialist agencies are Journey Latin Amer- 
ica (0181-747 3108), South American 
Experience (0171-976 5511) and Stea- 
mond (0171-730 8646). Each offers re- 
turn flights to Guatemala and most 
Central American cities for about £550, 
including tax. 

It may be cheaper, though, to fly to 
Mexico City (for as little as £400 return) 
and travel from there by bus or air. 


Getting around 

Apart from an air route between 
Guatemala City and Flores, most trans- 
port around the countiy is by bus, which 
is both cheap and flequenL The US State 
Department warns that "Highway rob- 
beries by armed thieves have increased 
significantly over the past year and have 
occurred in all parts of the country. 
Tbio-ist vans have been particularly sus- 
ceptible targets". 

More Infor m ation 
Hie Embassy of Guatemala, 13 Biwcett 
Street, London SW10 (0171-351 3042) 
can provide tourist information. 


them is made knowing that their life span 
is short 

At the end of the day, coloured tissue 
paper Utters the ground, mingling with the 
flowers on the graves. Runilies head home, 
the young boys carrying the damaged kites 
with pride. They may have had only sec- 


onds watching their kites lift into the air, 
but you sense that the happiness has not 
been only for the dead- and that the party 
is not yet over. There will be mud talking 
and laughter late into the evening. Perhaps 
the good spirits are watching that, too, and 
having a hearty chuckle. 


When the saints come marching in ... 
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fbr this is now primarily Christ- 
ian. The first of November is AD 
Saints’ Day (or All Hallow’s 
Day) when the church cele- 
brates the lives of martyrs and 
others who led heroic gospel- 
inspired lives. It dates bade to 
the second century when Chris- 
tians would hold eucharistic 
services at martyrs’ tombs “in 
memory of those athletes who 
have gone before, and to train 
and make ready those who are 
to come hereafter,” as one 
second-century writer pat it 
Onginally it was hdd on the Fri- 
day after Easter, bat in the ninth 

century it was moved to No- 
vember. 

It struck new resonance 
there. Among pre-Christian 

cultures, such as the€elt& win- 
ter began on 1 November, when 
tradition had it that the sun it- 
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self entered the gates of hell and 
showed evil spirits into the 
worid for 48 hours. The Church, 
which was adept at appropriat- 
ing pagan festivals, covered this 
extended period by malting 2 
November a day when the faith- 
ful pray that all those who have 

died should be released from 
purgatory, the place where souls 
are purged of their sins before 
they pass into heaven. It is 
called AD Souls' Day, while the 
night before AD Hallows, Hal- 
lowe’en, was once a Church vigil 
too, until Rome suppressed the 
practice as recently as 1955. 

AD around the world old su- 
perstitions ding to the season. 
The souls of the dead return at 
this time to tirar hearths to warm 
thansehes, so ft is as wefl to take 
measures to keep spirits at bay. 
Traditional advice was to avoid 

churchyards, not look behind at 
sounds in the night, to avert your 
eyes from your shadow in the 
moonlight and refrain from 
hunting for fear of wounding a 
wandering spirit Other tradi- 
tions centred around prophecy 
- often to find the identity of a 
future spouse - which was eas- 
ier at this time when the vefl be- 
tween the overworld and the 
underworld was briefly lifted. 

Certain of pagan traditions 


were transferred to local saints. 
It was only in 1234 that Rome 
arrogated to itself the power to 
veto the creation of new saints. 
Before then the local bishop 
could approve them. Each loc- 
ality bad its own saints who 
dominated the Catholic imag- 
ination in medieval times. The 
veneration of saints was one of 
the things Luther and the 
Protestant reformers objected 
to, arguing that prayers to saints 

detracted from the status of 
Christ as the mediator between 
God and humanity. 

Of coarse, we are ail saints 
now. The tragic riremnstances 
of her death were sufficient to 
have Princess Diana widely 
proclaimed to have joined 
Mother Ibresa in heaven. St 
Paul might have approved - be 
used foe word as a synonym for 
a Christian - though more mod- 
ern theologians might object 
But there was in the response 
to her death a hint that, even in 
an pg p of rationalism, an echo 
lingers of the old feelings about 
the interstice between life and 
death, between reason and 
faith. Behind the quaint carni- 
vals ofthe season there stffl lurks 
the suspicion that there may be 
more to heaven and earth than 
are dreamt of in our philosophy. 



A church near Creek a mix 
of Christianity and 
superstition imbues All 
Souls Day 
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4/POLAND 


East of Berlin, west of Stalingrad: Europe's killing forest 


This week, plans were 
announced to turn Hrtier’is 
alpine retreat above 
Berchtesgaden into an 
exhibition centre. But the 
Fuhrer’s main wartime HQ is 
already a tourist attraction. 

In 1941, a tranquil patch of 
eastern Poland became centre 
stage for the theatre of war. 
Simon Colder walked through the 
woods where the Ffihrer lived 
and almost died. 


A maple teat the colour of rust, is 
plucked by the cool westerly breeze 
and wafts to earth a few feet nearer 
Russia. While sunlight dances 
through slender trees, o delicious 
trace of woodsnokc drifts by. Under 
a clear, bright sky, an autumn walk 
through the Kctn^n woods of east- 
ern Poland is an exercise in serenity. 

Yet os you amble further, in the 
general direction of Moscow, gross 
and ghostly shapes begin to rise out 
of the terrain. 

Half a century ago. this fair for- 
est concealed die Wolfsschanze - the 
Wolfs Lair, as the Fuhrer’s head- 
quarters was known. During World 
War 2 Adolf Hitler spent longer in 
this obscure comer of (then) East 
Prussia than in any other location, 
and it was here that he came clos- 
est to dying, before taking his own 
life amid a disintegrating Berlin. 

You wouldn't come here by ac- 
cident This destination is so remote 
that it doesn’t feature in the Thomas 
Cook European Timetable. Board a 
bus before dawn in the port city of 
Gdansk, and after live hours of me- 
andering along the cheerier side of 
the Russian border, you arrive in a 
small country town. 

Even in the sparse text of eastern 
Europe. Ketrzyn feels like barely a 
comma. Once, you reflect, this town 
was known as Rastenburg and 
echoed with German voices. 

In only a few moments you have 
left behind the assortment of 
dwellings strewn around the tired old 
station. A field annexed from the 
lazily rolling countryside is being 
ploughed by a horse, the only man- 
ifestation of energy to impinge upon 
a placid picture. But as you wander 
onwards and eastwards, a single-track 
railway converges with the road. 

This line brought Adolf Hiller 
from Berlin to his lair in the woods. 
In 1940, prior to the invasion of the 
Soviet Union. 3,000 Germans created 
a Fuhrerhauptquartiere in an East 
Prussian wilderness. On 24 June 
1942, soon after the war against the 
USSR began, the Fuhrer arrived. 
The Wolfs Lair moved centre stage 
in the theatre of war. 

Today, the sight that awaits you 
is as startling as it is chilling. Huge 
shapes, twisted at vicious angles, con- 
spire to block the pale sun. In a 
gentler world - the jungle of central 
America, say - you would assume you 
had stumbled upon some lost Mayan 



city that had fallen victim to an earth- 
quake. The sole purpose of this 
conurbation, however, was to direct 
the Third Reich's struggle for world 
domination. When all was lost, the 
destruction turned in on itself. But 
that was later. 

In the early Forties, an over-eager 
estate agent might have pointed to 
the range of amenities available to 
new arrivals at the Wolfs Lair, a sub- 
terranean sauna, a cinema and even 
a casino w ere created to entertain the 
Nazi warriors between moving 
troops along the Eastern From and 
consigning Jews to concentration 
camps and near-certain death. 

The residents were not the sort 
of people anyone would want as 
neighbours. Besides Hitler and his 
Alsatian dog Blondi, Hermann 
Goring and Martin Boorman had 
personal bunkers - as did Ribben- 
trop, who had connived with the 
USSR to carve up Poland in 1939. At 
its height, the Wolfs Lair was home 
to more than 2.000 people, many of 
them detailed to protect the Fuhrer. 

Elaborate precautions were taken 
to conceal the lair from prying Allied 
eyes. Besides the natural covering af- 
forded by abundant mixed woodland, 
nets were strung across the bunkers. 
These were covered with vegetation 
appropriate for the season, to make 
the lair indistinguishable from the 
endless forest The site was never at- 
tacked from outside while the Nazis 
were in residence. 

The wreckage you witness was ad- 
ministered by the fleeing German 
military in January 1945, three days 
before the Red Army arrived. After 
Soviet troops triumphed at Stalingrad 
in 1943, the Eastern Front began to 
crumble, lb prevent the USSR mak- 
ing use of the site on the westward 
offensive, the Nazis set abour a 
well-rehearsed programme of blow- 


ing up the bunkers. As further de- 
terrence, 10.000 land-mines were 
laid: it later took 11 years to dear 
them. The structures that have sur- 
vived more or less intact were the 
remnants of daily life, such as the 
echoing tea bouse - empty but for 
splashes of sunlight. Evidence is 
strewn everywhere of a forest whose 


innocence has been violated. 


to the map of facilities at Center 
Pares. It reads, though, like a guide 
to a nightmarish theme park: “12 - 
Flak B unke r ... 27 - Fuhrer escort 
hattalion barracks ... 21 - teleprint- 
er exchange (reinforced 1944) ...” 

As you tour the Wolfs Lair, 
such clinical detail makes you tiy to 
comprehend the collective insanity 
that created and then destroyed the 


nation's soul alive, many patriots con- 
cluded, the Fuhrer must die. 

The only way to penetrate Hitler’s 
personal escort battalion was for a 
trusted officer to carry out the as- 
sassination. The obvious candidate 
to carry out the tyrannicide was 
Colonel dans Schenk von Stauf- 
fenberg. A war hero, who lost his 
right hand and left eye in North 


the colonel’s non-fatal flaw in un- 
emotional language: ''The indusion 
of the second charge, even without 
a second detonator, would have 
magnifi ed the power of the blast not 
twofold but many times, killing 
everyone in the room outright.” 

At the moment when the brief- 
case exploded, it was in such a pos- 
ition that the full force of the blast 


jagged masonry to explore the place 
where some of the world's darkest 
deeds were perpetrated. 

To visualise the scale, imagine a 
medium-sized aircraft hangar con- 
structed out of 6-ft-thick slabscrf con- 
crete. After what looks tikis "some 
gigantic geological calamity; the 
warren of living quarters and offices 
is barely identifiable beneath tomb- 


North-east Europe 1938 

[ftBs^bonfeis shown dashed BaSoSea 



A memorial to heroic failure (top): the scene of the most deter- 
mined attack on Hitlerk life, with a tribute to the would-be as- 
sassin, Claus von Stauffenberg. When all was lost, the Nazis 
destroyed their own lair; remnants of daily life, such as the tea 
house (right) are scattered around the woods. 


Photographs: Simon Calder 
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EVERY 


Relative to its size. Poland suf- 
fered more than any other country 
in the Second World War. At the end 
of the conflict it regained its ident- 
ity and lands, including the woods of 
Gorb’tz ( the pre-war Prussian name). 
The town and forest were renamed 
after a local hero, and the site pre- 
served for tourists. If the attendance 
last weekend is typical almost all the 
visitors are German. 

From a tourist's point of view the 
facilities are excellent In the restau- 
rant that b as risen from the foun- 
dations of the old SS barracks, you 
can eat “Wolf Ragout” - broth in- 
filtrated by meatballs (beef, not 
wolf). Or tuck into a beetroot/sauer- 
kraut/potato combination that 
Hitler, a vegetarian, would have 
favoured. It is a curious mix of riv- 
etting historic site, weary state in- 
stitution and brash new enterprise; 
REM’S “Shiny Happy People” wafts 
insensitively out of a radio shoved 
into a refurbished comer. 

Knowing the history of the place, 
I was shocked to walk in and en- 
counter a room full of uniforms. It 
turned out to be a prizegmng cere- 
mony for Polish Army reservists. The 
Nazis' self-destruction had failed, I 
reflected; the victors had found a mil- 
itary use for the wreckage of the lair. 

As with any tourist venue, a map 
marks out the highlights. From a dis- 
tance, it seems comfortably similar 


place. Architecture -if slamming vast 
slabs of reinforced concrete to- 
gether to create fearsome monoliths 
can be so described - bom from 
violence has itself been brutalised. 

The menacing collage of concrete 
re mains much as it was when, one 
harsh winter’s morning in 1945, a se- 
quence of explosions tore through it 
-with two exceptions. One is that the 
forest is taking reprisals for its des- 
ecration: elegant, twisting roots are 
slowly stranding the monstrous foun- 
dations, while a canopy of birch, fir 
and maple casts shadows on the scene 
of wickedness. The other is a bronze 

memorial placed at the entrance to 
one particularly badly wrecked build- 
ing. It was placed here five years ago 
by the children of a German officer 
who nearly became a hero. 

After the Soviet counter-attack 
and the success of the Allies in the 
Normandy landings, the German 
Resistance became desperate. 
Throughout the war the anti-Hitler 
movement had included some high- 
ranking officers, but attempts at 
decisive action had always faltered 
in a muddle of betrayals. 

A crushing defeat seemed in- 
evitable, despite Germany's supremacy 
in rocket technology and progress on 
atomic weapons. Roosevelt, Stalin 
and Churchill bad already agreed the 
dissection of Germany when they 
met at Casablanca in 1943. To keep the 


Africa, he was appointed chief of staff 
for a new reservist force. This role 
gave him direct access to Hitler. On 
20 July 1944, he was to attend a meet- 
ing with the Fuhrer in the “Gener- 
al Situations” bunker. 

Von Stauffenberg arrived with 
two bombs, each weighing about two 
pounds. He slipped out to an ac- 
complice’s quarters to prime the 
bombs, but owing to an interruption 
be carried only one of them into the 
meeting-room. 

As you clamber over the ruins, 
your feet seeking a sure grip on 

wreckage now invaded by some mis- 
chievous mushrooms, you try to 
imagine the drama played out with- 
in these walls. Von Stauffenberg's 
bomb was placed beneath the heavy 
table, crucially with a massive table 
leg separating it from Hitler. 

The colonel left the room, osten- 
sibly to take a prearranged telephone 
call and fled from die bunker. At 
1140pm, the bomb exploded. Von 
Stauffenberg climbed into a car that 
was waiting to take him south through 
the woodland to Wolfcsriianze’s own 
landing-strip. He paused long enough 
to see a body covered by the Fubrefs 
doak being carried out of the build- 
ing, and concluded that he had 
changed the course of history. 

The definitive account of the 
events of 20 July is by Joachim Fcst. 
himself a wartime soldier. He reports 


was deflected away from the Ffihrer. 
Four people at the meeting died, but 
Hitler received only minor wounds. 

You can trace von Stauffenberg’s 
journey, and ponder upon the point 
when he believed his mission to have 
succeeded. By the time the dust had 
settled, his aircraft had departed for 
Beriin and a well-oiganised coup was 
seemingly under way. But before the 
plan to install a replacement military 
command could be properly imple- 
mented, the Ffihrer himself was 
speaking on German radio. 

\fon Stauffenberg was executed 
by firing squad a few hours later. 
Over the next few months. 5,000 oth- 
ers were arrested on suspicion of 
conspiracy. 

Had Hitler been killed, the war 
could have been curtailed and millions 
of lives saved - notably, those of Foies 
(both Jews and gentiles) who perished 
in concentration camps and the War- 
saw Uprising. The post-war political 
map of Europe might have looted dif- 
ferent Riland, for example, might hav- 
ing avoided dose on half a ccntuiy of 
Soviet domination. And the Wolfs 
Lair might have been preserved intact 
as a monument to madness. 

The Fuhrer survived to spend an- 
other five months in the bunker, 
which was marked with a single iden- 
tification number: 13. Signs warn 
against venturing into the ruins, but 
plenty of visitors risk the dangerous. 
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like slabs. The lifeless grey tones of 
the wretched concrete are tran- 
scended by light Idling through the 
trees, highlighting leaves that range 
from deep green to fierce gold. 

Each autumn's gentle scattering 
of maple detritus coriceals a little 
more of the horror, and nurtures ueff 
growths. Woodland stripped of its pu- 
rity is reasserting the supremacy De- 
nature. • ■ V. 

The Ffihrer is dead ; long live the ^ 


Simon Colder bought a return flight 
from London to Warsaw on die 
ish airline LOT for £185, through Fr* : 
gtua (0171-451 7000). He travelled# 
train to Gdansk (about £5), thenbf 
bus (£3) to Ketrzyn. From the townyo* 
can walk to the Wolf’s Lair in 90 m& ’: 
utes. or take one of the half-dozen bi& : . 
es each day (fan 20 pence). N 
Admission to the Wolfs Lair costs & \ 

You can stay in a hotel on the site (f $ 
the former SS barracks for around 8. \ 
per night - - ? 

’Plotting Hitler’s Death ’ is the Eng 3 
lish translation of Joachim Fest's* 
‘Staatsstrekh: Oer Lange Wegzumtf*' 

JuU\ It is published in paperback tj i . 
Phoenix, price £7.99. 

The Polish National Tourist Offfo- ' 

First Floor, Remo House. 310-3J2RF-: 
gent Street, London W1R 5.4J (Olf^ 

580 8811) can supply useful maps tjMi . . A 
other material. W 
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48 hours 
in the 
life of... 

Warsaw 


You need a break - and a short-cut to the 
soul of a city. Each week, ‘The Independent* 
provides a prescription for the perfect 
weekend away. This week, Simon Colder makes 
a Poet with Warsaw, capital of Poland 


Why go now? 

use Warsaw is ai a delicious cusp: between shak- 
ms off the stagnation of nearly half a century of 
domination by Moscow, and becoming a premier 
league weekend-break destination. So you can en- 
joy a city where the tourist is still a rarity, yet ben- 
efit from a place where sassy new restaurants have 
joined the stock of Soviet-era milk bars to create a 
unique ambience. And in which other European cap- 
ital could you slay in a hotel called, in all serious- 
nets. “Garrison No I "? 

Beam down 

The British bus company National Express has most 
ot the angles covered. Its subsidiary, Fregata Travel 
UJ171-451 7000), is an Eastern European specialist 
that offers cheap flights to Warsaw. Fbra Heathncw- 
Warsaw return on LOT Polish Airlines I paid £185 
return; from today, this now costs £195 because of 
the increase in Air Passenger Duty. 

The tax rise is likely to steer more passengers to- 
wards another National Express associate. Eurolines 
( 0 1 582 4045 1 1 ). This company operates regular buses 
to Warsaw from various UK departure points, for 
around £100 return. But with a journey time of 
around 24 hours, this does not make for a relaxing 
weekend. 

Take a ride 

Assuming you arrive by air, it is imperative to ignore 
the touts who greet all new arrivals at Warsaw air- 
port; the vety best you could hope for is to be com- 
prehensively fleeced for a taxi ride into town. Instead, 
take a ride on the 175 bus. Change your money be- 
fore passport control Then clear a path from Arrivals 
in Departures on the upper level. Buy a bus ticket 
(or, while you’re at it. 10 tickets), price 1.40d each, 
which works out at 25 pence. This will allow you to 
board the bus, which should be waiting outside - 
there Is a service every 15 minutes or so for most 
of the day. 

In the course of its half-hour journey, the bus will 
take vou through the city’s entire architectural reper- 
toire- from broad, tree-lined avenues with ranks 
of apartment blocks in the background, through 
hectares of dismal Socialist Realist cuboids and past 
the monumental Palace of Culture and Science, 
Stalin's bequest to Wtrsaw. 

Get off the bus at the start of the Old "town, 
marked by the column of King Sigismund HI. 

Get your bearings ■ 

If vou find yourself faring what looks like a bremh- 
taidngly preserved medieval masterpiece, tbatsbe- 
cause it has all been painstakingly tecoosavaeAwx 
ihe Second World War, when almost all ot Warsaw 

v\ as destroyed. . • , 

Sadly, only the core of the city was re-created 
ihe Stare Miasto (Old Tbwn), in which you findyour- 
srif sanding, and the Nowe Miasto (New Tbwn), 
hu^d on a street plan that is almost as old. South 
runs the Roval Why. To the immediate east is the 



WIsla (Vistula) river; beyond it, and in all other di- 
rections, sprawls the artless architecture created when 
Wforsaw was an unwilling participant in a Pact with 
the USSR. 

Checkin 

Jusi two recommendations, but both are gems. Hotel 
Garnizonowy Nr 1, a former army hotel, is neatly 
adjacent to the Old Tbwn at olitsa Mazowiecka 10 


(00 48 22 827 2365). A twin room costs £18. dose 
by, the Hotel Warszawa (corner of Swietokryska and 
Szpitaina (00 48 22 826 9421), is unreconstructed 
Soviet swagger with double rooms from £50. 

Take a hike 

The Royal Way is the way. In an hour you can com- 
fortably walk along a broad boulevard, laid out two 
centuries ago, from the Old Tbwn to Lazienki Park. 


When they start with capital let- 
uni. the words “Experience" 
;tmJ “Heritage" usually bear un- 
foriunate connotations. The 
Heriiage industry is a branch ot 
tourism that seems concerned 
mainly with paying people to 
pretend to do the jobs that un- 
til recently they performed for 

re-al. At the National Fisheries 
Museum in Grimsby, for^ex- 

;imp Ie,ex-trawlennednOTkas 

f0 ^ve the phrase) cod fisher- 
in. for the benefit of tounsts. 

And, in general to 
fence an “Experience is to be 
ft, tiered with multimedia 
Images; fundamentals ate 
Sealed lest they be too 
Intellectually demanchn& 

So I approached the I3 du 
£,|W lience with trepidation 

^ new attraction opened to 

public two days ago- o““: 

"■n. an area ia the bowels of 

Ladcasting House that ms 
piously studio space for 
IW radio prog* 
■today, it is populated by 
pending to be technical staff 

j that tourists can P rete "f*‘j 
* actors. But only a churl 
,,uld deny that the chance to 

ttov opposite Joe Gnindyui a 

Srf Srion ofTfc Arches is 
iah enjoyable and instructive. 

^-Tobriogtbebestofeyeiy- 

hl „p to die greatest mnnber of 
limes' 1 : that was John Rei*s 

demise on becoming the 
: ;1 iCs first director-general. 


Seventy-five years on, the 
Corporation is spending heav- 
ily to tempt people out of 
their homes and into Broad- 
casting House. 

Sixty thousand licence fees 
were consumed in creating 
the BBC Experience. Its boss, 
Mike McDonald, reckons the 
cash will be repaid within 
seven years if the predicted 
number of punters can be pre- 
vailed upon to pay £5.75 
(about three weeks’ worth of 
licence fee), for the 100- 
minute, um, experience. 

He may be proved right. 

The BBC Experience is essen- 
tially an exercise in self-glori- 
fication, but by a rare institu- 
tion that has reason to rejoice. 

New arrivals are mustered in 
an exhibition area where 
Guglielmo Marconi’s quan- 
tum leap towards wireless 
transmission is explained. Then 
you are sat down m front of a 
hank Of seven screens to wit- 
ness the logical conclusion of 
the pioneer's work: a filmed 
account of a day in the life of 
BBC radio, from a strident 
dawn chorus of Radios 3 and 
5 Live to that soothing pre- 
yed known as the final ship- 
nine forecast on Radio 4. 

P to fecu this slick present- 
a lion was put togetter last 
April -so iongsgo that a Con- 
servative government wassM 

i„ power and Marie Radelife 


presented the breakfast show 
on Radio 1. Tb show that the 
BBC never sits still, closed- 
circuit cameras have been 
installed in key Radio 5 Live 
studios and offices, so you can 
see programmes being as- 
sembled and broadcast 
. Suddenly, pressurised pre- 
senters and production staff 
find themselves unwitting 
points of interest; I predict a 



SIMON 

CALDEK 

swift enhancement of sartorial 
standards among radio staff. 

Next, the mock studio, 
where viators concoct a coun- 
terfeit episode of The Archers 
with the help of a real (or at 
least on-tape) Joe Grundy, 
much jollity as spoof Borset- 
shire accents collide with mis- 
timed sound effects and a 
grumpy Grundy. Goodness 
knows what polite Japanese 
tourists wfil make of it all 


The Experience really 
begins to show when you move 
from a fictionalised present to 
the ah-too-real past Radio 
archive material has been clev- 
erly intercut with images to 
merge 75 years of British his- 
tory with the BBC, until the 
two are virtually congruent 

The main omission, though, 
is painfully obvious: the death 
of Diana. If the schedule that 
created the BBC Experience 
in just a year was thought too 
tight to allow late changes, the 
Corporation’s news team 
could surely have demon- 
strated otherwise. If, on the 
other hand, the decision was 
made on grounds of decorum, 
why sell the video of the 
Princess’s funeral in the shop? 

The final third is a ‘'free- 
flow” area, Experience-ese for 
a part where you can dawdle 
or dash through hi-tech, 
hands-on exhibits. You may, 
for example, watch transfixed 
as Michael Fish gets ready for 
a TV weather forecast. You 
learn that he is the one person 
in the country without a clear 
view of the weather map; 
colour separation technology 
means he faces a near-blank 
patch of blue, which explains 
why weather presenters stick 
to broad sweeps of the band in 
order to sustain the illusion. 

The BBC performs a simi- 
lar trick, defying intuition yet 


somehow delivering. Enough 
people, inside and outside the 
Corporation, have shown suf- 
ficient belief that an organis- 
ation whose raison d'itre is 
purely transient has become 
custodian for the spirit of a 
nation - and, now, purveyor 
of a good day out. 

If your High Street travel 
agency looks a little empty to- 
day, that could be because your 
travel agent is in Tbnerife, for 
the annual jolly known as the 
Association of British Travel 
Agents’ convention. Labour’s 
Nigel Griffiths neatly summed 
up last year's event by referring 
to "that grey area between net- 
working and not working". 

Networking, and indeed not 
working, is often alcohol- 
assisted. Every organisation 
with something to sell (ie all of 
them) plies the travel trade, 
and assorted hangers-on such 
as journalists, with impressive 
ranges of refreshment 

The whole soggy saga is 
summed up by an invite from 
the Belgian tourist office to 
“Get ABTAJutely Mannekin 
Pis***!". As well as free fries 
and mayonnaise, the invitation 
promises “Barrel Loads of 
BEER!" And if you still 
haven’t got tfie message, 
there’s a picture of Brussels' 
most celebrated tourist attrac- 
tion urinating into a beer glass. 


In the air: Warsaw is on the verge of shaking 
off the stagnation of the ok) USSR and becoming 
a booming tourist destination 

Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Lunch on the run 

The first time I visited Wirsaw, in 1985, you could 
barely fin d anywhere to eat out. Compared with even 
a year ago, there are now for more places along the 
Way where you can grab a satisfying snack. Bat hold 
out, if you can, to enjoy perfect pierogi (spicy 
dumplings) washed down with creamy, bitter hot 
chocolate at the small, cosy cafe in the north-west 
comer of the park. 


Cultural afternoon 

The Warsaw Historical Museum, which occupies a 
large chunk of the north side of Old Town Square, 
begins like any other repository of municipal his- 
tory - with several storeys of how the city came to 
be. Then the tale takes a series of shattering twists, 
when the grim story of bow a city with the one of 
the largest, liveliest Jewish communities in Europe 
could have been destroyed so wantonly and com- 
petefy. Determinedly shocking, deeply moving. 

Window shopping 

Hal The last people to go seriously shopping in War- 
saw were Russians, prior to 1989. The best souvenir 
among the retail doldrums is to be found at the air- 
port duty-free shop, where a half-litre of Zubrowka 
(bison grass) vodka costs just £1-50. 

An aperitif 

Just inside the Old Town wall on the north side of 
Kapitulna, a wine cellar has somehow survived the 
transition from Communism without becoming a 
Mafia bolthole - and the nation's brewers have re- 
discovered the art of making tasty beer, rather than 
the soapy ditchwater served up pre-1989. 

Demure dinner 

The first cheap, cheerful and chic restaurant opened 
in Warsaw about six months ago. Brseska, located 
on Krakowskie Przedmiescie (the first stretch of the 
Royal Way, opposite Tragutta) is most easily spot- 
ted by the image of a duck in the window, next to 
a shop with some bright yellow Camel window 
shades. Inside, this split-level bistro achieves a feat 
which has eluded most chefs in Warsaw: serving sim- 
ple, fresh and filling dishes. A comprehensive meal 
might cost £5. including a few beers to wash it down. 

Sunday morning: go to church 
Almost every street in the centre contains a church 
heavy with ornamentation. The massive cathedral 
in the Old Town is a minor miracle in brick, while 
St Anne's, just south of the Royal Castle, retains its 
dignity despite having been moved a few dozen yards 
south to make way for an underpass. 

Bracing brunch 

Gel there soon, because the superbly located Bar 
pod Barbakanem, next to the New Tbwn barbican, 
cannot possibly survive the influx of foreign funds. 
This splendid hangover from Communist days dis- 
penses pancakes, eggs, bread and a sweet, brown- 
ish liquid described as “cocoa” in surreal milk bar 
surroundings, for afound £1. 

A walk In the park 

Back to Lazienki a kind of three-dimensional, un- 
depopulated version of Versailles. Keep moving, 
rather than opting for its “attractions” , which include 
a Snake Museum and Torture Museum. Instead, rev- 
el in some sublime royal indulgences. 

The icing on the cake 

Don’t bother ascending “Stalin's wedding cake”- the 
Palace of Culture and Sport is best seen from the 36tb- 
floor bar of the Marriott Hotel which kindly has a 
Happy Hour, 5pm-7pm daily. Two beers will set you 
back £2, while you marvel at the sprawl of the city 
and, beyond, the unremittingly flat terrain that 
earned Poland the title “North Dakota of Europe”. 
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Discover the 
treasures of 

Sicily 

4 Nights from only £309 per person 
includes sio uk air passenger duty November ‘97 to March ‘98 : 

TTrom the wild and me mnnrino os to historic and . _ „ .. , „ 

V majestic - Sicily has it sill You will discover Mfejowta^w^caBon 
some of the finest a r chi tec ture and medieval 0990 55 33 55 
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Fascinating Optional excursions offer you an 
unforgettahk tour of Mount Etna, a viar to 
Siracusc with its echoes of ancient Greece and a 
tonr of inland Sicily to discover the natural beauty 
and history of dns area. 

Come with us on tins unique winter break and 
experience the warmth of Sicilian hospitality and 
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Take Off 


current besl buys on the world's finest airlines 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 


TbkeOS 


{ocl. taes) 

SYDffiY 

FEEIH 

CAIRNS 

AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONGKONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

BEUffiG 

TOKYO 


mewj Mm 
ton 

£336 £583 
£338 £531 
£338 £599 
£363 £659 
£231 £352 
£292 £345 
£242 £378 
£253 £424 
£251 £299 
£303 £443 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

CHICAGO 


LOS ANGELS 

SAN FRANCISCO 

DENVER 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 

CARIBBEAN 


OHM) tom 

Bm 

£117 £161 
£126 £165 
£157 £179 
£175 £194 
£182 £225 
£182 £225 
£277 £286 
£157 £191 
£277 £291 
£233 £233 


MEXICO CUT 


gob My "nta 

ton 

£251 £368 
£154 £288 
JO'BURG £264 £289 

CAPETOWN £313 £340 

HARARE £325 £418 

NAIROBI £198 £319 

DUBA! £182 £237 

CAIRO £145 £242 

G8EVA £89 £83 

AROUND THE WORLD £677 


TRAIL 


r J ft&j BLOi® Vv 
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For the read towdown on worldwide 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £38 • USA £31 • AFRICA £31 • PACIFIC £40 - ASIA £27 
USA CAR HfiEFROM £12 PER DAY • CALL MM! FOR OURTMnBMftW WORUIMOF AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


THE- TRAVEL EXPERTS 


AUSTRALIA FROM £799 

ON BRITISH AIRWAYS AND QANTAS INCLUDING 
2 FREE INTERNAL FLIGHTS IN AUSTRALIA 

_ . MANY REGIONAL DEPARTURES AVAILABLE AT NO E XTRA CO ST 
BOOK YOUR HALF PRICE BRITISH AIRWAYS FLIGHTS FROM THE SAIISSBURYS OFFER 
'WITH TRAILF1NDERS 


travel shop. 

Ttailfteders offers more taw cost 
flights to more destinations titan 


42-50 Earls Court Road 
Long Haul Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 

Umg Haul Travel: 
RrstS Business Class: 
215 tensington High Street 
Transatlantic & European: 


LONDON W86FT 

0171-938 3366 
LONDON W8 7RG 

0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON WB6B0 
0171-937 5400 


1970, we can taaoHnakeyow very 22-24 The 
— mM, im tn law. Worldwide Travel. 


lifi cmnor* 


on hotels nd car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TrTAllFltlDER MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171*935 3366 ANYTIME 




48 Com Street 
Worldwide travel: 

254-284 Saucldehall Street 

Wdfldwide tiavti: 

58Deansgale 
Worldwide Travel: 
First & Business Class: 


0121-236 1234 
BRISTOL BS1 JHQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
0141-3532224 

MANCHESTER M32FF 
0161-8396969 
0161-835 3434 



THAI 

SAWASDEE FARES 
TO SOUTH EAST ASIA 

£555.00 

London - Bangkok 

ftETTJRJM 

£615.00 

London - Phuket, 
Chiang Mai, Chiang Rai 
or Surat Thani 

RETURN 

£650 .OO 

London - Hanoi, 
Phnom Penh, Vientiane, 
or Ho Chi Minh City, 

RETURN 

SttiasJffc Fares valid for travel between 
l«h Asyim -oUi November 'IT Plus ebcs as applicable 
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Thai 



Fly smooth as silk on Thai's daily 
non-stop scheduled flights from 
London to Bangkok. Your gateway for 
our services throughout Thailand and 
South East Asia. 

c ijr rrsmufioio anJJurtim Jrt-ils os fsiiaisdee 
Farrs, cmthict you r Irani .yeiil or cull Tlur 
Jirrd on London ^ 

0171-499 9113 = 

or Manchester 1 FKXI 

0161-831 7861 ^ Smooth as silk 
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Freephone 

StudentTravel 

Air Irani - Eurostar tickets - 
fcw cost travel Insurance - 
idrantum 
!ATA Accrohlai 
jamwgocfr ATOLhaUcn 



0990 239904 




'AMSTERDAM from 
BELFAST from 
BERGEN from 
BRUSSELS from 
COLOGNE from 
COPENHAGEN from 
DRESDEN from 
DUBLIN from 

EDINBURGH* from 
FRANKFURT from 
GLASGOW* from 
NICE from 
OSLO from 
PALMA from 
PARIS from 
PRAGUE from 
ZURICH from 


£59 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 
£172 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 
£89 rtn. 
£119 rtn. 
£302 rtn. 
£69 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 
£99 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 
£139 rtn. 
£139 rtn. 
£129 rtn. 
£59 rtn. 
£149 rtn. 
£99 rtn. 


Return fores from Unlw Hratiwu. 
Qxrtact your local travel agent w cafl fordetais on 

0345 554554 

Or book on the «*"« 


*■« *** 

Tim mot kaMeaSwrtaf ** "ZLE-ttotawL 
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I from £789 with | 


l QANTAS AIRWAYS \ 
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fegiSft • 2 Free j 
r flights in Ozi 
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Holidays from Nov '98 - Mar 
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Caribbean 


See our new 1998 brochure for bargain dty 
breaks starting at just £369. Alternatively, 
you may wish to take a special twin centre 
dty break to Moscow and St Petersburg, 
or an art and culture tour from £645. 

In 1998 make your ordinary hofiday 
extraordinary. Visit Russia with the 
specialist. Intourist Travel. Call us now for 
more details. 
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For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 

flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 
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Seeing red 
when a green 
turns out to 
be black 


For a good day's skiing, can you 
trust a piste map? Stephen Wood 


thinks not. 


Guy Tfflotson, a 2Syear-old firefighter from 
London, had a weekend to kill in New York 
last February. He decided to go skiing. The 
people with whom he was staying suggested 
inat he go to Killington. the biggest resort 
op the US East Coast. TBlotson checked 
with a couple of ski shops in the dly. and 
they told him that there was good, chal- 
lenging skiing there. So he took the train 
up into VermonL 

Having skied in the Alps since the age 
of five, Tillolson is a good skier. But he 
had never skied in 

America, and knew 

nothing of Killington. Qf , - 

The first time he saw a J ISJ. 1 1 Jr 

piste map was on the 
way to the resort, and. In deep snow 

he says, “the runs turns are the 

looked good on paper". Before you si 

Then he skied them - visualise the : 

and was very disap- make, bouno 

pointed. “I would say in your ski b< 

that the toughest runs, skiing at that 

the double-diamond 
blacks, were just easy 

reds by alpine Stan- 

dands. There was noth- 
ing more difficult than that.** 

Tillotson was lucky: if he had seen the 
same piste map at home, showing 10 of 
those runs (“most difficult - use extra can- 
non"), he might have been tempted to fly 
over for a week’s skiing at Killington. As 
it was, be bad paid only for a return Jour- 
ney from New York. 

Every skieF knows that you can’t really 
trust a piste map, because every resort 
wants its map to have the full spectrum of 
colours, from easy greens for beginners to 


tough blacks for experts. One resort dir- 
ector I talked to admitted that although 
piste-grading is intended to serve as a ref- 
erence by which skiers can relate runs in 
different resorts, it reliably shows only the 
relative difficulty of runs within an indi- 
vidual resort -because resorts cannot res- 
ist the temptation to define their most 
difficult runs as blacks and the easiest as 
green, with the reds and blues somewhere 
in between. 

There are local idiosyncrasies to each 
piste map, too. Ihke Va) dTsfrre, some of 
whose green runs could, in the words of 
the Good Skiing Guide, “frighten the life 
out of you”; all skiers like to be able to 
ski home, and the resort offers runs to 
the bottom of the 


In deep snow, rhythmical 
turns are the key to success. 
Before you start skiing, 
visualise the run you will 
make, bounce up and down 
in your ski boots - then start 
skiing at that tempo. 

Chris Exafl 


valley which osten- 
sibly cater for eveiy 
ability. But a cou- 
ple of them are 
rhythmical much more diffi- 

sy to success. cult than the piste 

rt skiing. map suggests, and 

n you will could give tired be- 

up and down ginners and inter- 

ts — then start mediates a hard 

tmpo. time. Then there is 

Chris Exafl the resort in 

Switzerland with a 

diffi cult black run 

which, for years, 
wasgradedmerefyasared. Wbywas this? 
Because, it is said, the restaurant at the 
top would have done less business if in- 
termediate skiers had been frightened off 
the descent 

Valmorel’s little idiosyncrasy is to de- 
fine the piste colours differently from 
everywhere else (blue means ‘‘interme- 
diate’’ there; instead df"“easy”); St 
Anton’s has effectively abolished black 
runs, by ceasing to mark them as pistes 
on fire map. 



Reading the signs every resort wants 
Its map to have the full spectrum of 
colours, from easy greens to 
tough blacks 

Photograph: Skishoot 


In last month’s issue of the Daily Mail 
Ski Magazine, its editor called for an offi- 
cial EU grading of pistes. “Surely it would 
make sense,” wrote Dave ^fctts, “to have 
standard rules linking the grading of 
slopes to their gradient and real degree of 
difficulty.” Which is a nice idea, but prob- 
ably involves too many variables (Who 
defines difficulty? Average gradient, or at 
the steepest point? What about piste 
width?) to be workable. 


Anyway, as Ian Sykes says, grading pistes 
will always be an inexact science. Sykes has 
been managing director of the Nevis 
Range resort in Scotland since the resort 
was created - and its pistes graded - for 
the 1989/90 season, and he points out that 
snow makes a big difference to safety and 
stability- “In a good winter, when there’s 
lots of snow, we can make the runs easier. 
But in icy conditions those same runs will 
be extremely difficult.” 


The trouble for Sykes is that the 
weather changes quickly in Scotland; in the 
beautiful Coire Dubh snow bowl at the side 
of the resort, be has “seen conditions 
change before my own eyes: a crust can be 
created very quickly, and the steep red runs 
which drop into the bowl then beanne very 
tricky - so we have to put warning notices 
up along the ridge”. 

When the resort was being created, 
there was no problem finding genuine 


blacks at Nevis, or greens (although get- 
ting snow cover for Lhe beginners’ slopes 
was a problem until a secondary area was 
opened). In between there are some 
smooth, wide blues and tricky reds. 

“We spend lot of time arguing about re- 
grading the runs, and I suspect it’s the same 
at every resort," says Sykes. “Some people 
think we don’t grade conservatively 
enough, some the opposite - although it's 
veiy important that we don't take too much 
account of what experienced skiers say. We 
have changed one run: Yellow Belly, which 
drops into Coire Dubh, went from red to 
black." 

The aim of grading, he says, is “to try 
to set a consistent standard, because our 
main concern is that people should have 
a good day ai the resort”. 

Sykes adds, however, that rhe resort has 
to take care with its piste-grading, to en- 
sure that skiers don’t get into trouble. He 
is not surprised if some US resorts seem 
to be over-cautious, because of the risk they 
run of legal action for negligence. 

“In the eightycars I've been here, there 
has been a definite change, too: we have 
become much more aware that people are 
prepared to sue us, for everything from get- 
ting a drop of oil on their ski-suit to crash- 
ing into a fence. We've been sued on a 
number of occasions, and there is currently 
a case with our insurance company con- 
cerning a skier who was badly injured by 
a snowboarder.” 

With the advent of the litigious skier, 
it is understandable that some resorts - US 
rather than Scottish - are now inclined to 
exaggerate the difficulty of their runs. But 
after I had met the disappointed Guy 
Tillotson on the train back to New York, 
a thought did cross my mind: if a resort 
suggests that its runs are more difficult than 
they actually are, that's misrepresentation, 
isn't it? And you can sue for that. 


What about a deal with free skiing, ski hire, hotel — and a free ticket for a child? Read on 


New lifts, passes, deals 
for children and groups. 
Richard HoOedge on 
developments to watch 
for in Austria. 


adults and two children under 
19; Ticket No 2, for one adult 
and three children under 19. 


Gajtur 

A six-seater chair lift has been 
installed. TVo new family tick- 
ets will enable skiers to use all 
lifts and cable cars, such as the 
SSJvretta transfer between Ischgl 
and Wiri. Ticket No 1, for two 


Kirch berg 

TheMafedkettesldareacaobe 
entirely covered with artificial 
snow, with more snow- 
machines in the Gaisbexg area. 
The toboggan run on the Gais- 
berg is being extended to 3.8 
kilometres long. And for those 
who f dt the charm of the resort 
had been ruined by traffic, the 
bypass win be completed. 


Kitzbuhd 

The Kitzbuhler Alpen Ski Pass 
now covers 262 Efts and cable 
cars, and 72ft km of pistes. The 
six-day pass, which can be used 
throughout a season, costs ATS 
1,990 (£9930) for adults, ATS 
995 (£49.7 5) for children. It also 
provides free use of public 
swimming pools and ski buses. 
Die Hahnenkammbahn now 
offers a nightly gondola trip 
with candlelit dinner. And also: 
• The International Ladies 
Hahnenkamm Race (downhill 


and super G) is on 17 and 18 
January, and the Men’s Down- 
bill between 23 and 25 January. 

• A new ski slope, “MaierT has 
been prepared, plus 36km of 
country trails. 

• A new night cross-country 
trail is being inaugurated. 
Snow Bunny Package, for the 
whole family. 

Between 14 March and 19 
April one adult booking comes 
with a free booking for a child 
under 16, with 50 per cent re- 
duction for additional children. 


It also offers free skiing, ad- 
mission to the swimming-pool, 
ski or snowboard hire, lessons 
and accommodation. 

Details and booking forms: 
Rerservierungzentrale Kitz- 
buhel (0043 5356 (6) 2155-15; 
fax: 0043 5356 (6) 2307) 


delkopf in Hochalm ski area. 

The Ladies’ World Cup 
Night Slalom on the Zwolfer- 
kogel takes place on 8 January. 


Saalbach-Hinterglemm 
A 1.7-kra cross-country track 
has been opened on the sunny 
side of the Gleznm \felley at 
1,800 metres, and a six-seater 
chairlift on the Reichken- 


St Anton 

Wedel weeks: St Christoph 
from 29 November onwards; St 
Anton from 6 to 20 December, 
one week’s accommodation 
with breakfast and a six-day ski 
pass. ATS 3,920 (£196). 

Powder snow weeks: 10-31 
January, one week's bed and 
breakfast and six-day ski pass. 


ATS 4320 (£216). 

Fun in firm weeks: 21 
March-4 April, one week’s bed 
and breakfast and six-day ski 
pass, ATS 4,430 (£22130). 

Sonne □ skflauf. From 11 
April. One week's bed and 
breakfast and six-day ski pass, 
ATS 3,920 (£196). 

Snow crystal weeks: 18-26 
April, St Anton; 18 April-3 
May. St Christoph. Ski passes 
at half low season prices; 
weekly packages from ATS 
3150 (£15730). 


Details: St Anton Tourisi 
Office (0043 5446 2269 0; Fa.\ 
0043 5446 2532). 


Seefeld 

Special offers for families will 
children under six, from 7-I< 
December, and 7-30 Januan 
1998. Children’s theatre, riding 
swimming lesson. Seefek 
Tburist Office (0043 5212 2313 
fax:0043 5212 3355). 


Solden 

Free ski pass for under-eighis 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: BROCHURES ’97-98 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


ftah atsuri 



Imagine 3 nights 
sampling the 
splendour of Home, 
from £235, the magic 
of Venice from £273 
or Florence from 
j'ist £222. 

Escorted coach tours 
to Sicily, Apulia and 
the Riviera di Ulisse, 
3&7 nights, full board 
from £319. 

Call the brochure line 
NOW 0171 605 7500/96 


TRANS INDUS LIMITED 

For quality holidays to India including 


CANARY ISLANDS 
SPAIN, PORTUGAL 
AND MADEIRA 


DISCOVER THE DIFFERENCE 



★ Group tours 

★ Independent tours 

★ Tailor-made holidays 

★ Guest lecturer tours led by 
Lady TOa de-Grey MA (Oxonl 

Call 0181 566 2729 
or Fax 840 5327(2) 


Pacadore^ Country houses and 
hotels in ’untfecowraf Spain, 
Mallorca and Canarim. 


Trass Indus, Northumberland House, I flj 
. 11 The Pavement, Popes Lane, 

Ealing, London W5 4NG SB 





Journey to the heart of 
Thailand or Indonesia - 
E with your own local 
gnide/compani on 

fconpks welcome) 

: No groups - No tour bus -lust 
iTwdbte itineraries that taka you on 
a personal (ou-ney of cfiscovery. 
Stand out from me crowd and 
, discover lhe real S.E. Asa. 

1 + 1 Travel 

Phone for tour unique brochure: 

01823 432604 

(7 day* a week) (4)| 


'98 brochure out now 
from Funway Holidays, 
one of America's largest 
tour operators. 




Featuring fiy-drives, resort 
packages, city breaks, 
escorted rnotorcoach tours 
& cruises. £ 5 ^ 
Daily scheduled flights 
from 22 UK airports. 
Unlimited flexibility & 
unbeatable family value. 


0181 446 0222 


the independent 

Brochures ’97-’®8 

BROCHURE replyserv.ce 

Tnrereive up to 8 of the brochures 
JhiJSTptea* indicate the number of 

* S Mithbrodhure in die boxes below. 


SKI HILLWOOD 

Family Sk i Specialists 

Great family holidays 
in both the Austrian 
and French Alps, our, 
own creches and 
junior fun clubs run 
' • qualified nannies. 

Flying or Self Drive. 


ENCOUNTER 


THE SPORT & CRAFT MANOR 


fee woHd frew a tftffercfit pain! of *ww. Owen from amt of om 

50 Atheahref In Afe Aina or Sooth Anuria ragtag fan 
ID dayi H n weta. BKOMiler km over 32 yen bipefleMe b 




Ftor more details 
contort us on 


NAME 

ADDRESS—— 


01818669993 




GOLFP ' GOLF F GOLFP 3 


Phone:-0f 7f 3706845 


EXPLORE 


EXPLORE 

WORLDWIDE! 



Adventure tews, seabeks, I 
wktfc safaris, wak and treks. I 
riser journeys and cultural tnursj 

ii more than 90 countries. 

‘ S days to 6 weds, ki Europe. 
MdtSe East. Africa, Asia, 


Far brochure contact 

Explore Worldwide (IN) 

Aldershot GU112LQ 

Full bonded ATTiy ATOL 2595 

901252 344161 


CODE 

pfease return to: 

The IndependcnL 

Travel Road, 

•““SSSS5* 

. “SSSKo* 


The v«T bear tfxire (or snail groups and tailor 

made holidays for individuals or friends who warn to 
appreciate the whore, experience the people and enjoy 
the holiday in comfort. Best pbnnin& best leaders, best 
value- Lectures, museum visfls' and social events « home 
cnsurrwe travel aa friends, 
fours from 5-27 days 

No lavish brochure, just excellent ioftjrtnaion. 


n n n □ □ P Q.5_ 


LAPLAND 

In search of 
Father 
Christmas 


EXODUS SKI ACTIVITY 


z Departures from 

^ London and most 

regional airports. 

Telephone: 
01923 

mS 822388 $] 


■ Badns axe the UK's leaders 
in small group adventure 
travel with nearly 3 years 
experience and the widest 
choice of trips. We offer 
treks to most of the worlds 

greatest mountain ranges 
and well away from the 
tourist trails. Expertly led 
and all individually graded. 
ATFQ/ ATOL fully bonded 
Tel- 24hr brochure Kne: 0181 673 0859 (K) 


SKf ACTIVITY have 17 Years 
Experience in arranging ski 
holidays to the worlds very 
finest ‘ resorts. Our USA & 


CANADA programme offers a 
choice of over 22 resorts with 
liiliiK mat * e holidays combining 

lwo w resofls J ^urialtfv. 

NEW luxury catered chalets on 
after in Val D'Isere, Verbier 
F«* further 

. information and a copy of our 
■ 5b page colour brochure call 

. ~ . .1“^ our reservation dept today, rfrfc 

ARTA TEL -81738 848888 


J r* 

.lM. 
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Where to find 
Britain’s best five 
family holidays 

A £30 0 million-pound leisure 
development and a farmyard 
shed; a hotel on the north 
Cornish coast and a Derbyshire 
youth hostel; and an entire dty. 
These are the finalists for our 
first-ever Family Holiday Award 


The English Tourist Board rewards the 
people and places who do most for the na- 
tion's tourism in its England for Excellence 
awards. This year, the ETB enlisted the 
help of readers of The Independent for a 
new category: Family Holiday of the Year. 

Entries flooded in with a broad range 
of nominations: resorts, cities, self-cater- 
ing locations, hotels and activity centres. 
We drew up a shortlist, and have spent the 
past few weeks travelling the length and 
breadth of England. 

After much discussion, we have come 
up with five locations and nominations, 
from which a winner will be chosen at the 
England for Excellence awards ceremony 
in London on 4 November. The reader who 
submitted the best nomination for the hol- 
iday selected as England's finest will be in- 
vited to the ceremony — and to visit a new 
attraction for our regular Outings feature. 

We checked out the nominations in 
terms of their environment (particularly in 
terms of child safety), outdoor activities, 
wet- weather entertainment, quality, value 
for money, sustainability and overall fam- 
ily friendliness. 

The fortunate five finalists are as fol- 
lows: 

1 Ashbourne Youth Hostel 
Derbyshire. 

2 Bedmthon Steps Hotel 
near Newquay, Cornwall 

3. The Flower House, 

Constantine, Cornwall 

4. Oasis Forest Holiday Village, Cumbria 

5. The City of York. 


/nv 
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ENGLISH 

TOURIST BOAKD 


8/COM PETITIONS 



The challenge of 
trsnrek adventures 
inagapy earcan 

be the best 
preparation for 
university life 

photograph: Dugakf 
Breniner/Tony Stone . 
Images- -; 


Plug the gap with a year long walkabout 


Win a gap year trip to Australia 
-and £2,000. 


Going walkabout before university not 
only provides challenge, adventure and a 
boost to personal development, it also has 
the long-term benefit of making you 
more employable. 

That was one of the findings of the 
Royal Mail’s Gap Year survey -which also 
established that Scottish graduates are the 
most enthusiastic about gap years. 

In addition, according to the survey more 
than half c& those graduates who do not take 
any time out, very much regret it later. 


That is oiie of the reasons why the Royal 
Mail’s international division has joined 
forces with The Independent and Campus 
Travel to offer a gap year competition. 

The winner will bie able to take a fel- 
low gap-year friend to Australia -the first 
prize being two British Airways London 
to Sydney tickets (courtesy of Campus 
Travel), with the option of stopping in 
Thailand on the way there and back, and 
£2,000 spending money from Royal Mail 
International. 

Whether or not you win, you will not 
come away empty-handed: all entrants will 
be sent the Royal Mail Gap Mar Guide - a 
handy booklet produced in association with 



l- " 


Lonely Planet, providing useful advice on 
how to prepare for a year away - and a padc 
of six aerogrammes to keep in touch with 


friends and family overseas, worth £1.99. 

To enter, simply tefl us in no more than 
500 worth; where you would go and why, 
if taking your gap year in Australia or the 
Far East. Be it on Phuket or Port Lincoln, 
MuiwiHumbah or Mae Saraing, the essay 
should be both informative and enter- 
taining- as if you were writing a letter track 
to friends at home. 

To enter, yon must be either under 26 
years old or a registered student under 32 
years old, and you must send your entry 
byFriday.21 November to: Royal Mail/In- 
dependent Gap Year Competition, 22 
Endell Street, London WC2H 9 AD. The 
winner will be announced on these pages 


on 20 December. He or she must book 
all travel before the end of March 1998, 
and complete the trip before the end of 
March 1999. 

Campus Travel is one of the primary , 
suppliers of travel services tothe UK’s stu- 
dent and youth population. For further 
information about the company’s “one 
stop shop" travel service, call 0171-730 
3402 or consult its website, located at 
www.campustravel. co.uk/ 

Usual Newspaper Publishing rules 
apply, and the decision of the judges at 
Royal Mail International. The Independent 
and Campus travel will be final. Happy 
writing, and happy travels. 





TEL- 0171 293 2222 


UK Three! 


freedom 

Britain 
& Ireland 


Iqo. farmhouses 
ond ctntioa 

CHEESES) 


MANY HOLIDAYS STIU 

ONLy£ 5 DEPOSIT 
SLAKES COTTAGES 

NEW BROCHURE OUT NOW 
quote code D1B7Q8 


quote code Uib/Uo M 

h tuft Cun 



^■NEW 19981 
BKOCHORE-OtlT KOWw 


/discounts for 
COWP t.CS 
/ PETS GO FREE 


• ScBtod.NuftBMMd.Ues.* 

• DsksKonh Yak 8omi Fata. • 

• lNai l B«AWh,lte,SMU. a 

CoawofcK 

• West Cotar] * irtfaml - prion * 

• kMf&sa CXewalnd. faijE • 

• 


01756 702200 


Ftestive Breaks 


ACTIVITY CHRISTMAS A Now Year 
breaks. Acorn Activities. Tel: 
01432 830083. 

SINGLE BETWEEN 35-55 and 
would Uha lo spend CMstmas In 
■ smut. friendly country hotel In 
the Brecon Beacons. Tot 01874 
678411 

RELAX, ENJOY true Itortahire hos- 
pitality Vila Christmas & New 
Ha ar. 4 Crown Com il. Kings 
Head Hotel 0i7«a 850220 lor 
brocfue- 

ED IN BURGH Unique lodge houao 
avaflable far Christmas and New 
Year. One trite horn city 
centre. Sleeps 6xft.Tal:013i 
3374878 

Activity Holidays 



Swim Inns 

HAVE NEVER FAILS) TO 
TEACH AN ADULT 70 SWIM 

01352 780503 

{NR CHESTER) FOR BROCHURE 


"MasSS 


mm 


Vh or 0 tty couqm a piracy 

oatMKoWritr 

j IVwWHmI 

' web: htin J/ i m runka efan* mm ; 


English Country 
Cottages 

AS LSFIVALIED 
choice in Eaptind i 
Iqtrlicn itc*x 
Free 430 pipe 
colour broth me. 
Kmc 

(09901851111 
PTE El'*H £«**' 



STEAMBOX 

(OH) LTD 

T/A STEAMBOX 
TRANSPORT 
19a BERNARD ROAD, 
TOTTENHAM, 
LONDON N1S. 
TEL: 0181 493 1200 
EMC 0181 493 1201 


Self Catering UK 



HOSEASONS 

Country 

COTTAGES 


Hand-picked cartages 
duougbam Brink. 
Coastal and countryside. 
Free colour brochure. 


Holidays Afloat UK 


BRITAIN'S BEST Soft Drive Nar- 
rowboet Hofldays. widest chotca 
Bagtonws very welcome. 7W 
DIDOS 726625. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY; Surrey! 
Went*. Lux boats. (01256) 
703861. 

OCTOBER SPECIAL offers. Stow 
down an our award wtontof) csnal 
boats. Short breaks a specialty. 
For Brochure Tat {6121)4462908 


.Activity Holidays 


HfflDEFM 


LEARN TO SWIM 

Over 12,000 Successes 

FREEPHONE 

0800 281 372 

Far FREE Cohar Brochure 


EHGUSH WANDERER New Year 
Walking Breaks S WWtiumd*. 
Brochure: 01740 6631GB. 

activity eumsTWAS & new 

YEAR BREAKRAOORN ACT1VI- 
TlS TEL: 01432 83008S 


GLIDING HOLIDAYS 

HaeqigiBia««g»nfi»Sdy M^gPW» Mat 



ax&kDtntabit Downs. 
AlBomatlaNr 

Cflifiag Dtjami Trial Lessonf 
rayr VODCBBBS AVAIUM* 

For brodutre call 

LONDON GLIDING CLUB 

TrtniJ Road, Dunstable. 
Beds L06 2JP 
TU:0lS8266S4U 
fllSB 86887‘ 


TRAVEL: UK 


RaQway'Iburs 


It 
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Post-Time Rofl Ud, X 16 Trent Volley Rood, Lichfield, Stohs WS 13 6ED 
Itetephone: 01543 41 1971 Fare 01543 4I7S3I 

A Steamin' Good Day Out 

The Pilgrims Progress 

8ih November 1997 

Relive the magic d steam as two giants tjom the steam age pull a tram oi 
herrtaoe carnages over the Great Western Main Lone lo the Sea taring town 
o( Plymouth. 

Travel m reserved seats an board a private train tram the Mtowir^j stations. 
London Haddington. Slough. Reading, Didcot Swindon. Bristol Temple 
Meads card Exeter. 

The Pilgrims Progress aflows the opportunity tor the beauty zA the county af 
Devon to show us diversity as you Stt back in oemfert and travel behind two 
beautifully restored steam locomotives. 

Leave the county town al Exeter with foe vtews af its Cathedral 
Race akxig the Sea Wall, as the railway line is sandwiched between the 
English Channel and red sandstone dills. 

Listen to the hard slogging performance as the two locomotives haul the 
heavy train over the South Devon Banks os we skirt the edge at Dartmoor. 
Tans to discover the naved town d Plymouth 
Unique CbmpHmentaiY tnlarmatian Fade 
Three different rinmyw at travel avaflahlo 
Prices start torn as Jtttte as £49.00 -return 
Spaa yourself m the luxury cd P rem i er Class, with full silver service at seat 
attentive stewards tor £103.00 toahidtog Great British 
, Light Lunch and a Three Course Dinner. 

Special Fares available icr Juniors and Families. 

Telephone Bast-Time Ball on 01543 41 1971 ta Cretflt Card Bookings and or 
tattler In ln n 'm l Kv' rtf fayy | pnr^ 


4 iniuuiin(iiiinHiHUunHi[uinnuiiHiimin{(i[([(((((nff(rnk?i 


Badger Rescue 


m'DgT.'l^ESOUT. 

ft 'es t Wales 'Sad per Group !H . Q. 

'I d fu n i am O rtTt: r. is a t io n '£.< t sisfisf: c d ./ .'•V 


needs financial assistance which 
includes veterinary services to help care 
for injured badgers and orphaned cubs. 

We also need new members in the 
Pembrokeshire area to help cope with 
the many tasks we are confronted with. 


h>r lurt her information con met 

Hon. Scerctan ,lo\ Hands. 

[ I i ci 1 1 (iiu th. The Kidiii/way. 
Satifidcrsloot. 

Pcinhrokcsliiro SA69 9J.N. 

7 ciopbonc tllS34 81 1056 


Corsica 


COfSiCAN PLACES. The Coitfran 
easdaRsL Lovely tanoe til ww. 
cottages, epts S tto***. «wy 
blandly, pcrewal wtfvlc g- 
014844dOfl4aA70l2B47AITO. 

SIMPLY CORfflO- MWWH" 

M W ABrrMtoWt , «bBBt4M pl3ecnti. 

an bfandtifgtwfawaMgt*"?^ 
spectacular mourtMn*. unto- 
nUbetJ by maw tourism. Vttae 
with ptiofa, was*. «***», 

mouitain wuiwBe* 

hotota. Ml (th Si) MS W83- 
AffTA VI 337 ATOL 1322 AfTO 


Cotswolds 


GREAT VALUE q 
Over 1B0 In The 

01282 445TZI 0JCTO& 


East Anglia j 


SUFFOLK (nr Sfaweoartet). 
ctwmlna ttrior GOttege h lowly 
■enMed setting, ilpe M. 40 
n*»eoastondCtina*le«njn- 
uy. Wool & weekend late. Xmas 
xrefl. CriBI 207 5013. 

Anurfng wte* Ea* Antfta wb 
fwK».Ntiw 100 page colour 
t X Q&yttmT36~rj22A0 


Devon & Cornwall 



English Country 
Cottages 

Am umuvAiLED 
]{ choice thronghotw 
Devon. 

Free 436 page 
colour brochure. 
Ring 

(0990) 851 Ul 

REF.EW4JD 


Charming 


DEVON CONNjeemON. Luxury 
Btm. POOL bB, 1M 01648580964 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 cot- 
tages titroughouL (017S2) 
280711. 

FOWEY/POLRUAN. 

Wreld e cmtw n — 
viawtii Certrel Heating. DtogMee 
owtiable. Pets "etoomn. 01579 
344687 

-DEVON CONNECmOtt CDOagec. 
twns.h0UMS.tBl 01 548 560 884. 

CORNISH W&.OME COTTAGES: 
Hot oft tiw press now 1990 best 
ever colour brochure. Phone 
nont! 01 738 702201 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchanting ’bmr VaMy- A im ol 
Outstanding Natural Baaui y. 
Country hmn retreat Autumn 
brfcs £96 3nts DBSR 01022 
B3&448. 

ARHESaECnONofCattagwon 
both coasts of Cornwall and on 
ScByi iSMBrertufeJwwmaU- 
■Me bwn CtitnMi TnaSOam CU*. 
tages. (0060^134867. 7 day por- 
sene) eenrice BanvSptn. 

GREAT VALUE qusHy colleger 
0*tf 430 In Devon. 01382445721 
0L1D1O1J. 

RUDE. A large luxury famly 
hoUMA kMtijr anting b country 
by tiis MAS doubts 

fadjlIy-Oiriat 

01288 


Singles Hofidaj’5 



ON YOUR 
OWN? 


IMP RE& 

HOLIDAYS LIMITED 

JOIN US ON AU.KBREAK 
RELAX.. ENJOY.. HAVE FUN.. 
WITH VERY GOOD COMPANY 

Leisurely Programs and Fully Hosted 
FOR FULL PROGRAM 

PHONE 0161 -499-3971 


Devon & Cornwall 


o ® ■» ■& highly commended 

DARTMOOR 


NATIONAL PARK 


nsington Country Hotel 

Elegant, relaxed, friendly. 
Superb cuisine. 

Health club/pool. 

2/3 Nt Break £55pn DBB. 
AA ***RAC. 
Johansens. 

01364 661452 


New Forest 


BUSKETTS LAWN HOTEL. Wood- 
tantia. Oefightfal Country House. 
CooitorL hoaptmhy, ganeroua 
msnus. Christmas prog. 01703 
292272 


Ireland 


EMERALD COTTAGES 


mnmcmut-l 
7*Ktrrrastr-H 
klushepskeW 

ii mi i iiiiiiimuiM 

cart Bsny. cbmt. Mem am, 
■UnmiUc. VAddMi. Watwfbrt.1 


-£199 


SKn Qffltiv k RtaKomon, 

1BOOUM-0DTJIOW, 

017SC 
(708241 

SHAMROCK Co&agas, 286 ealtict 
hKBvMuol outtsges In supurb 
locations. Dfaeftres. AITO. Cot 

Bre Of 823881060 
CASHEL HOUSE HOTEL, Con- 
namare- Co. Gahrey. Rastorafivs 
break*. Freu broch. T* 
0OK3JHJI DOT. Fine 31077 
IRISH COUNTRY HoOday* - the 
premier cholca. Over 300 Intflvkl- 
■us cottages. fttnnlutBne. hoMs, 
Rhmr Shannon cniWng 8 oytuy 
caravans el to Wghti* ttmaaMe. 
Many welocm pete Call; 01502 
S60BB8(24hreJ. ■ 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 
mri± Ceehel H«Me Hotel, Con- 
namam Co. Galway. Free 
bred*W3839331001 


IsleofWi^it 


NOVEMBER SPECIAL 

3 NIGHTS FROM £79 


; FREE CAR KERBy 

Sandrmghajn Hotel 
SafiunLSeii&TCLUe of Wight 
tfeh 01983 4WS 
CJuistaus/Nea Sur Aredutm 
Me otwflnAfe . 


The Lake District 


HIUTHWATTE HOUSE, VWntior- 
mara. Thombarraw Road, ont- 
lookjng tako. AA 


me TV, toaraeiing. Sauna. iyto 
Steam Room and haatod Indoor 
pool *o)s>y lor our guests' (M. 
2 nig fas. Secures dbner BAB 
tod. VAT only £99. ttolghte only 
nao. Brochure 01 6394 43836 

LAKE DISTRICT VMconn Cot- 
tages Hoc ofl the pen new 1698 
best ewar colour brochure. Phono 
nowll 01756702200 

WEEKEND WINTER BREAKS. 3. 
takas, nr ConMonWaac Charm. 
tog Gaotglan Has beside rivet 
Sips to C.H. 8 woadetoye, kgs 
gtto. Available winter week- 
ends/wseka. 01S3BM1715. 

HAVEN COTTAGE, AMBLESDE 
Petnfly gwt houee. P rem i a petfc- 
tng. Otiee to Ham. Excdtant cte. 
stoa. SpacM rates far winter 
braeka. 01 639433270 


BEX HOTEL 
PRESERVATIONS 

★ ★★★★ 

4 & 5 STAR 
HOTELS 
londOiv 

‘ ~r m 

UP TO 5096 ORF 

FROB^4iS.OO^ 

pptpn - h "i"V a twfa room 1 

ALSO world - wroe ^ 
JW. 0272 439 1 
Ftafc 0171 439 1 


Northumbria 


SUPERB cfloage*. Noftfiucabria. 

Ytsfc 

0124* 
uWeykss 


The Peak District 


RURAL IDYLL: Convertad Ban, 
watkondt tor 4. N owUar £95. 
Log Burner, dh. 01298 84515. 



e our relaxing atmosphere^ 
"only briefiy. Fabulous walking/ ? 
' ig country. Highly recommended 
a la carte food. Christmas ] 

louse Party & New Year Bookings/ 

Manor Country 

Hofei w 

iCA9 



SWAFFHAM RAC Z* Fine Gaotglan 
House. Own grounds, an rooms 
an suite vritii TV, phone, hrfrtbyer 
ate. Bor, restaurant, parking. Sat 
market 1/4 rrilo C26.50pp pjL 
B+B Lydney House Hotel Freep- 
hone 0300 8802*60 


Scotland 


CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 
Over 2JXX) properties. 
1998 Brochure now ready. 
lOt discount on all 
-• . holidays paid io 
-Og^jfun by 



$0 Fretfcnc t SL 
^Edirfaurgh EH2 ZJR 


in 

ExcefikjnaL boKday 
properties io the most 
jeaotffui area of Scotland. 

FKU M PAGE BROCHURE 

RING (0990} 851133 

QUOTE SW2Q5 (34 Hn) 



SCOTLAND'S WELCOME COT- 
TAGES - Hot off the press new 
1998 best awsr colour brochure. 
Phone nowll 0)735702213 
EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 
bed steeps B, 2 batits, awtonhtog 
pool 8 private perking, gym 8 
sauna. W/ond Friday4ttniday 
C346. a» some weeks mtftabia. 
01668 21 B314. 

EDINBURGH CENTRAL RAT. 4 
bed steeps 8, 2 brihs. swimming 
pool 8 private parking, gym 8 
sauna. W/end Friday -Monday 
£245. Mso some weeks svababie. 
01668215314. 


Susses 


SEDLESCOHBE. BrickwsB Hotel, 
Ssftte. Tiirior Manor. Autumn 
brfcs. Heel pooL 2 rigMs 2l02pp 
B&B aid nr acoom hwuaay £30 
only far fftmar & braetdoM. RAC 
restaurant award 81-96. 01424 
87025311 

SEm-E6COMBE. BriekwaB Hotel, 


Benia. Timor Manor. Autumn 
bite. Log Are. 2 nights C9Dpp 
DBAS 3rd « aEoom irasjny CW 
only far dtoner 6 breakfast RAC 
restaurant award bi-bo. m«*4 
87Q25311 


ABSOLUTELY FABULOUS Geer- 
gtan country house ssperiencs, 
near Ludtaw. 3 night breaks tern 
C7S. Cbtow Brood: 01364 823209 


Wales 


character cottages in i 
Pembrokeshire Coast'Ndtknul 
Park. AH properties /ornished. 
to Uie highest staridarf*. 

Phone iuh- far (esc cotaur tredamr 

01239-881397“^ 


55S COTTAQEB/FARM HOUSES 
throughout Walea; afl Tourist 
Board Graded. WWae Hoddays - 
01888 625287 ~ 

BRECON BEACONS. Over 100 ria 
“tiagas acme Naap upto 30. 
Many tese than E2S0 par «Mk 
Mgh season. 1U 01874 67B446 


6SS COYTAQES/FARMHOUSES 
throughout Wafas; all Tourist 
Board Graded. Wares HoHdaw - 
01686825287 

POtBROKESHme cottage. Whw- 
miy view, ton nearby. Brochure 
M. (01437)532435 any time. 

OWNER tdytBc 170 farmhsuaa to 
a» «n*s. epsctacufar views, 
eneulta, BB&BU £27. no bn. 
AA/RAC. Brech 01269 6BS840 

XMAS ETCJLPEMBS warnvcoaatri 
CttiL 4/B £29bnfflL0144G 773373 


"Yorkshire & The Dales 


OAlja BEAimFUL RENNOVATED 
Stone Bams, Steep 4 to 17, pate 
fatiteotne, bnjduira oaoo 854m 

SUPERB oriteges. Vbrka Cfaiaa, 
Northumbria, Lakas, Paote! 
SyksaCotfagaa 01244 346700. 
wimjRB.aLuk/gykes 

YORKSHIRE DALES, Moore & 

CoeM. Over 8oo sfa cam. 
Brochure (3175^ 700872. 

YORK OVER 26* OFF. Haworth 
Coin Hotel. Brochure 01904 
42S15G. XMA$ AND NEW YQLR 

DETACHED BUNGALOW SWo- 
tonATaiaa. Christmas and 
YtenAlao snort Breaks. 01204 


- ,J:> - 
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OVERSEAS 


THE INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 
1 NOVEMBER. 1997 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 


Puts other holidays in the shade 



Exodus 

Discovery Holidays*"^ 



l * B ? uT 1 ? , . 9rOUp Cultural tours *nd safaris worldwide (1-4 weeks) 
Road. L^ndonSWI 2 OLT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
nttp://vvww. ex odustravels.co.uk 


Okavango 
JOU R 5 A SAFARIS 


Simply the beat tor 
tailored holidays Is: 
BOTSWANA 
ZAMBIA & MALAWI 
MOZAMBIQUE 
NAMIBIA & 
ZIMBABWE 
SOUTH AFRICA 
TANZANIA 
Tel: 0181 343 3283 
Fax: 0181 343 3287 

See nor mMlc 
httiWum^Mranfo^aB 

H Gadd House, 4W 
Arcadia Avenue, Si* 
London N3 2T3 


New '98/99 

brochure 

- _ outnoun 

~ . " -» I "»| '■i*tW1l waaioiB 

••Mr* :ssssr safar,s 

•aweriourn^ • Talishlp voyages 

rm Ver ?'70 a ^ v onwres in Europe Greece Turkey 
fast Africa. lndi?ChET&£?%, a 
Amencas ■ Aus/NZ -**»* 

nmn^i^J 345 to£ 3 * 50 . 

fa* brochure , 

* 01252 344161 

Wortdwkle (IN) 

AHenhat, GUu ilq ”T\ 

Bonded MTO/ArOL 2595 

hap://www- explore, co. uk 


The specialists 
in havel to 

PERU 



AB1AV2S22 ATOL 2828 IATA WTO- FUU.V BONDED 


encap 


The experience of a lifetime. 500km bike ride, 
Luxor-Aswan-Luxor. Cycle by day, nights on a Nile 
Cruise Boat. Fantastic sightseeing. Limited places. 
For more details call now: 0645 777 779 
Or write to: Nile Bike Ride. Mencap. 
FREEPOST. London ECIB IAA. 

Blue Sky Appeal 

(tag. Charity N<e222377 


Balearics 


VINTAGE SPAIN: U&Oorcan & 
Uanorcan fefmhouses wUi pools 
hi unspoB Brass. fSM Bmcftura. 
01854 261 431 AITO ATOL 27B7 


Germany 


GERMANY - Dally low COsi flight* 
snd hotel accommodation. All 
malar credit cards. Plesaa cal 
German Travel Centra 0181 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2077 1ATA. 


Greece 


Greek 
Islands Club 

Vita hofldays lor those who 
want to escape the crowds 
In style and contort. 

PAXB6. hWCA-C&HNCMA 
Zant* • Kytv«a*Co«li 
SwHC6*5iaa«JM»AU3NBSOS 
figr a brochure ttaephons 

01932 220477 

hap^/www.vduCOJjfcMW 

AHTAV3Y53 ATOt-W AtTO 


SPRING FLOWERS Breathtaking 

vlem & empty baaches. Dimwr 

Western Crete Iran sic vMaga 

houses. 1U 0181 760 OB79 ATOL 
2757 AITO 


SIMPUr CRETE 10BB Bractaoe Out 
Now. Escape Ihe malnstraemand 
experience ttto real Crete. 
Rosiored country camgos, Wtaa 
wttli private pads, quattyaperfr 
rnents snd tamdhMUi hatsla. nua 
island Wandering and Special 
Interest Holidays. 0181 BBS 9328 
ABTA V 1337 ATOL 1B22 AITO 

SIMPUT IONIAN 1088 Brachua Out 
Now. Paxoa, Corfu, Leflres, 
UegantaL ttttace. Cophakmta. 
Zakyntho*. VHJw wUt prints 
pacts. tamOynMihotala and saw 
aids cottages In beautiful toca- 
Oorw away tram the mainstream. 
0181 B96 9323. ABTA VI 337 
ATOL 1922 AITO. 

GREEK ISLANDS CLUB. 1988 
BRxdass features ttia beet Nde- 
oway villas hi the kmlan & Spo- 
rades Wands TM 01932 220477 
ABTA ATTO ATOL 848 


/\di y cniure: 


Africa, Asa, Indfa, 

South ft Central America! 

2 to 37 weeks with 16' 
years experience 
Lfnigue custom hurlt 
vehicles 



; wmKtb3gomanxD.uk 


SKVR03 HoOatlc Hols ta Greece 6 
Caribbean. Over 200 eoursoa led 
by exponent tutors hid. Andrew 
Davies, Sue Townsend A Toynh 
WScojl Superb setting, friendly 
doL food. 0171 284 

3085. 


Italy 


Tnuhaonalfannhoutts, i-| 
viVas and apartments 
in fufyi prettiest regions. 
H^oouns mOCHUKE HNS 
(0990) 143683 quote ids 

WGANZE IN fWUA 



LA BELLA TOSCANA MHy special 
tmnhouaas, vitae 8 Apia hi A 
aromd enchanting medieval San 
Gimignano between r f ore nce A 
Siena. 1988 broch. 0181-422- 
9218 

S.ITALy-LECCE-PUOUA- Flat In 
recently restored nao-dastdc 
vOa, staepa 2 , avaBabla an yaac 

Tri 0832351131 

SIMPLyTUSCANYt UMBRIA Tra- 
ditional countiy vtfla apartments 
with pool and. Datable, tfy-drivs 
holdnya feababig channtaig, Und- 
mate hotels. Phis Special Interest 
HoHsya and atoll braaka to Fto- 
renca.Plaae can 0181 905 Baza. 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1922 AITO 


Portugal 


SNPLy PORTUGAL- ThJybxMd- 
tud Was wWi pools, glorious 
manor houses A saiactsd hoMa 
5 pouaadaa Blown Ih i a laac ta nl- 
tag CQuafry phmfltadbta 'Wander- 
ktfiT hoOdavs A cay braaka. 0181 
BBS 8323. ABTA V1337 ATOL 
1922 AITO. 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL Cottages 
wtth pools in tatspoBV North. 
Mtaho A Douro. 1998 Brochure 
01884281431 AITO ATOL 2787 


Overseas Travel 


WORK AND TRAVEL ABROAD! 


If you've caught the travel bug and want to spend more lime seeing 
the world, why not consider working abroad? Let us help you! Ovep 
seas Jobs Express has helped thousands of people find international 
employment over the last seven years. 

Published every two weeks Overseas Jobs Express carries over 1 ,500 
current International job vacancies, in addition to news, articles, 
Internet iob-hunting column, travel link, etc. 30 + categories include: 
information technology management- office/admin ‘sales/marketing 
" technical • seasonal • cruiselines • secretarial • nanny & au pal? as 
well as construction .• engineering • medical • and many more. 

A three-month subscription is just £ 1 8 . 95 . "6 subscribe or get more 
information cal! 01273 440220 . 




KEYCAMP Save 5% 
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vice /vsatfcC 

H» (tfWanca rtiunded K you find 
fa Kane* hoUoy ol a bwar price 
dwHtm bafaraSid Dsomfar1997 
CAlifOfi YOUR 
*98 PREVIEW BROCHURE 


QUOTMGCOPE: 9SBX3 

SStOsaZSZESSL 

“'W&jSBwr'* 


Poland 




FUGHT/HOUDAYS FROM 

SUBJECT TO AVAfLABILirtf 

■BA WOBU QfflEK AVMABlfl 


NEW TDK 1179 MHGKX £3J0 
mxi enmo uto 

NHA UaONROB tm 

tHONGBWE 1449 JOHAMKUfiMSQ 
IOSANOB «« SIDNEY UK \ 
CAM £289 LAGOS 1371 
wi-dhawafaulbai 

"breaks ■vowiT 

ME haClU h XEEr l 

AMSiaDAM fan £130 uTb.. 
WB&S fan El 20 JwfaV 
wfth GwaNnr 

CALL NOW 0171 <25 tin 
FAX Q 
k»«0171 328 1177 SB 


WWW 


Tbricey 



©rS 


AUTUMN & 
WINTER BREAKS 

Rv d dffrrmf fiw <t 
jaitryMtxottT’VI 

501978*™ 


■ SIMPLY 


un«'Y 


Escape d*n 
a»fe» nmpr «Yno«l wgu 
vDar hM private peek end 
fiieedfyieeeU. Phn emrfltx&to 
’tBg'pnp i 


eml bamtoi dry hrtah. 

01S1 995 9323 

imiUR ATDLU3 «T0 


A superior choice 
of traditional French 
Hobday properties. 
reKcquMRBuaae 
RING (BSS®} 143681, 
Q00TEREF: R 

VACANCES Eh 
CAMPAGNE 



I SOUTH BRTTANNY near VW. 
Houca In centre of vHaga. £25 
par day M yaarAopa fl/8. Blag 
tar booklafMt: D1902 757737. 

| RMU8 enr EUROSTAR afe Sbtdtoa 
A Apia. Al maksr locadoo*. Broch 
RCN: 01484 680 BBS bonded. 

I CHEZ NOUS < 9S Out Soon! Sava 
monay - booh dncthUi MM 
prince ownara of a8 types of aoM 
ctaaring holiday property A BAB 
In Franca. Free 318 page colour 
brochure.Tal: 01484 882503. 

Mkx/fHnHxhazncxiaxom. 

I VINTAGE FRANCE; Fannliausw 
trim private pools In Hidden 
Soufb-WML 1998 Broctave 
01954 201431 AITO ABTA 


Spain 


f " ISDIV milAt TBAmLKRS ■> 

SPAWf 

Traditional country houses, 
villas and apartments 
many with pools in rural 
Spain & Portugal. 

FREE COLOUR 
BROCHURE 

RING 

(0990)143682 

QUOTE ES018 

ATTO BOND 1010 ATOL 2433 



YEAR-ROUND ALTERNATIVE hoi- 
daya. Akrafarra region. Southern 
SpalaMaonHtaBrtsWlkig.rTKiun- 
tafaia. dknslB. pool, gardens, psr- 
aorari dovriopmant co ureas. 
(01484} 782780. 

ANOALUC1A lovely home In rnoun- 
tatavMBBBnrRonda.GaRtan.iBr- 
races, riowa. wntks. fl ieapa 2 or 
4. 1W (D1 388) 792306. 

ANOAUWA GAUafiltaspoM ndn 
vflfamaJjDvoly traditional 

bawtaptaLSIpB 2/13. Magfcm 
Rxatyunto.awtlo gdiujieand 
pool.Yr round 

c 0 mfona.WMcBjkwnnLfatai 8 .TM: 
0171 7209746 


SPAIN, TORRQX. Detachod vtta. 
rips 6/S. CH. AvaB Christmas A 
New Yost £450 pw. Tbt 
003408173874. 

VINTAGE SPAIN: Country teue» 
wfth pools fat unspoBf crass of 
Catalunya and Andabcta nr 
ooaaL 1998 Brochure. 01B54 
2B1431 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 


Travel Advertising! 
also appears on 
page 6. 
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44 WINDSOR ROAD, SLOUGH SL1 2EJ 


IHE BEST 5K1ING IN 

I X'lriki^SaaaMloSMarisnilw^^ 

I A srri imrivsMd 

mmSEE. 

aanCHUBfe 017T 5B478g)| 


_ thsLaPlegna 

HaPfape Lea Area rid area. 



. _n.-« n, a, i, L, in Where lo no ■ How lo get ihoe 

_ Non with dreefU^iteto^ O gtuguAragwJiiM 

BROCHUBELINE 

Sscotw Europe's fasfesfsrowino C'l-i.-T'J 

winter eports destination £; "7^'sS Z O 

Or pear coupon ue SWEDISH TRAVEL AND TOURISM COUNCIL 
PO Box 31, Gramhun. LiDcofaubire NG31 6JU 


Name. 


Address 


HOTELS • CHALETS 

APARTMENTS ATOL 2057 

0171 370 4555 


<*Mn §7? 

^ CHRISTMAS 

£ SPECIAL O 

,. C CHILDREN UNDER I WRS 
|U " ’A PRICLI 

m. 

OA?St$?' 


^rpAHPkM^- 



ARGENTIERHE. Warm wwtaomn, 
goodfooa. c hala m noMvBaaB.nr 
Mont Blanc Kb. TM 01582 7B29f 9 

810 W OF THE WORLDS flnaal 
raaorts. Luxury cMBta ta MaAaL 
01738 B40B8a ABTA ATOL 


Arms 


naayauiMnsBBOwansPKuucTSf 


EUROPE 
CANADA & USA 

figiBrt/taMca fir SHtn BySkkn 
Om AM Bahts, Hotels, SIC 


0181 871 4656 


ON THE PISTE wtth RoMnaons. 
Budget eW tano wbonri hotata top 
Ranch raaents from £ 99 pp re v Inc 
coach trevci/aocom. Brochure 
01254 BMOOa DopU ABTA 
yi3iaBCH808. 

MBBBEL, PRIVATE CHALET alpo 
12, hriy staRad, the height of hnc- 
ury, aava £'s on uur operator 
price*. 3 weeks only avail. 4 Jan, 
15 March A 22 Mandi (10 days). 
Tot 0171 3612734. 



Overseas Travel 



1NXS. Kylie. Mel Gibson. 
Don't let them put you off. 


' nwnkrng r>f b lclMMcfcw g inAmtraKa?Want to work 
along rhe way? If you are. 18-30 with a British, Irish. 
tTnnnHian or Dutch passport. Council’s Australia 
Work & TVavcl programme will let you get the 
moat out of your trip. 

Features include: 

♦ assistance with obtaining the visa 

♦ concession on fijnds needed 

♦ access to budget flights and insurance 

♦ 3 nights pre-booked acc omm o dati on 

♦ help with finding work in Australia . 

♦ email and internet access in Sydney 


Australia Work and Travel 


Council 


C1EE: Ooaadl oa fanenadond Edaodicaal Exehaagc, 

QIE, TO Bo* 533, Pirnis 1 Horae, Sharthaui Airport. BN43 5FF 
Reg charity 293 969: work and study programmes worldwide. 
Special ihanis to our friends at Red BillT/or vitalising 
the AUSWAT team! 


Overseas Travel 


BORED ? ESCAPE 


100* OF HFFERBVT JOBS 
WORLDWIDE 
SNLUED/VNStaULED 
SAE (AS) LAGO PUBLISHING 
S VIVIAN AVENUE 
HENDON 
LONDON 
NW43YA 
(REF1N0/1) 


JORDON, EGYPT, ISRAEL TaBor- 
aioda Rbiararioa. CM Daa8na(tan 
Rad Sea on 0181 440 8900 ABTA 
VO 122 ATOL 3851. 


Now it's even easier 

to advertise your 

holiday home in 

The Independent. 

Simply e-mail us at: 

tra velteam@indeperident. co. uk 


THE SNOWBOARD 

CONNECTION 

TSC 

BIG BEAR, 
SNOW SUMMIT, 
SNOW VALLEY 

CALIFORNIA’S 

HOTTEST 

ATTRACTIONS 

FREE LESSONS AND 
EQUIPMENT USE 
FREE MOUNTAIN GUIDING 

LIVE THE SENSATION 
THE SNOWBOARD CONNECTION 

PROBABLY THE BEST SNOWBOARD 
ADVENTURE HOLIDAY IN THE WORLD 

01922 682 633 


BIG SKIING, SMALL VILLAGES, 
Las Area, S VUloyW VelatamL 
Excaflem ChaMs/Hotela. From 
£1991 SERIOUS FUN 0171 405 
1018. 

LA PLAGME/TIGFES: superb 
chalets; most an write: nannies. 
Great value. Fly/Eurastec Ski 
Bo*. ATOL AITO. 01243 780405. 

BELLE PLAGUE. Private apt 
Colour XV Dtahwashac Steeps S. 
Adjacent piste. Avail. Dee- April. 
£200-350 pw. 01277 214445- 

SIMPLY SKI - now brochure now 
ovaDabM A supariatfw range ol 
chalets In Vta tfisere, CourefievaL 
MaribeL La Ragne. Vtabtar and Si 
Anton. Excellent cMdcara tacte* 
ties piua enrfy booking discounts 
on ataoctad dotes. 0181 9959323 
ABTA VI 337 ATOL AITO 



A village sld resort In 
the Mont Blanc region, 
with 150 kms of pistes. 
Only 4 kms from 
Megeve. Holidays from 
£80 for accommodation 
and six day ski pass. 
Chalets. apartments 
and hotels. 

FYjt information, and 
bookings call 
00 33 4 50 21 90 57 


Overseas Travel 


WHY PAY FOR 
TRAVEL INSURANCE? 

IT S FREE AT LUNN POLY. 

WTtfa any overseas holiday over £299. 
Just ask at any Lonn Poly Holiday Shop. 


Lunn Poly 

. t belter hviv to getaway 


ASIA 10057 


Fim Iraurenca vote* U tafcMys Mb a dxtatoi of ia> » 17 data only, coring E299 
a mere per panen on no M hoUUym. CSaa or mm par panon on feng Mu) 
ruUn* Odar and Ba eontma nun any attar pnmwnU offer or dsoow 

i w Poriwi g i ctay C 
Fulda 



i!- 9 : , CAMPING )b-:RvOCHSu!RE C‘u!T NW 

Book cm h and save 15*'o Plus Currcncv’ Exchange Offer 

i '■ ■ M • • ' ■ 


,i. I.. NOW n BROCMl.'i^ -.mo i 43 537 
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ihro^gff 


Copenhagen-Nice 

Madrid-Milan 

special rountftrip fare from 

£99 

The special nwmlbip faie must 
b^ourcirssetl 21 days w advance. 


Barcelona 

Rome 

special ruuncUrip fore from 

£119 


This special loundtrip fare must : 
ho purchased 2 davs in advance. 


Up to 12 flights daily from London (Gatwick & 
Heatluow). Ask your travel agent, or call us 

0800 89 11 99 

. N, 

Visit our web site; http;.7www.virgm-exp.ci)m 
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How does Britain’s biggest science 
gallery measure up, for a six-year- 
old and a teenager? Sarah Jzwell 
finds out whether the Natural 
History Museum realty does 
appeal across the ages. 


*’ P 


lot ^ 


The magnificent, cathedral-tike building of 
the Natural History Museum was de- 
signed by a Victorian architect, Alfred 
Waterhouse, as a place worthy of "bous- 
ing the works of the Creator". And that’s 
still how it is today. Yet the sense of awe 
which the Victorian public would haye felt 
at viewing thousands of newly-discovered 
animal, plant and mineral specimens has 
changed to wonderment at the man-made 
exhibits on display. 

The museum has risen to Che challenge 
of the theme-led Nineties with an impres- 
sive range of exhibits - including the 
death-throes of robotic, life-size dinosaurs, 
the power within a volcano, and the eco- 
logy of the Sercngeti Plain. 






.. ... 


.1., :• 




The visitors 

Sarah Jewell took her niece Agnes Amold- 
Forster, six. and Claire Bratiey, an A-Ievei 
student aged 17 


Sarah: The exhibits throughout the mus- 
eum are targeted at different ages and 
interests, but the Wildlife Photographer 
of the Year exhibition, which has just 
opened, will appeal to ail ages. The 150 
winning images, chosen from over 20,000 
entries, reflect the extraordinary beauty 
and diversity of the animal kingdom, 
from the electric blue angel fish of the Cay- 
man Islands to the elegant grass snake of 
Oxfordshire. 

The earth sciences do not have the uni- 
versal appeal of the animal world, but the 
new Earth Galleries have been designed 
specifically to try to inspire interest in the 
earth's internal forces. The visitor rises 
on an escalator through the centre of a 
huge globe suffused with purple and 
green light to "the power within", an ex- 
planation of the natural forces within the 
earth that cause volcanoes and earth- 
quakes, 1 found the loud, futuristic mu- 
sic and the mass of information presented 
on TV screens, videos, labels and inter- 
active gadgets bard to absorb, but the sim- 
ulation of the Kobe earthquake in 1995 
was chillingly realistic. 

In contrast to the noise and technology 
of the Earth Galleries, the mineral exhibits 
on the first floor are quietly old-fashioned. 
The long, airy room is laid out with a neat 
tow of polished wooden, glass-topped cab- 
inets containing the museum's meticulously 
labelled mineral collection. There are 
12,600 specimens on display, all grouped 
according to their chemical composition and 
crystal structure. 

A uniformed warder, as rare a sight as 
the gemstones he was protecting, stood 


Variations on a theme of dinosaurs 


guard over the precious metals. Big, ragged 
lumps of gold panned during the 19th-cen- 
tury Californian gold rush gleamed near the 
glass model of the "Star of Africa” the 
largest diamond in the world. 

At the far end of the room is the met- 
eorite collection: extraordinary, huge lumps 
of blade rock from outer space that are as 
mystical as the tiny, brown, glistening 
piece of the moon displayed with them. 

The old and the new are juxtaposed 
neatly throughout the museum, and be- 
tween the three of us we managed to visit 
most of the exhibits. 

But there is loo much to see, and it is 
too tiring to Uy and look at everything in 
one day - particularly if you're with small 
children. 


Agnes I liked the mammals best, because 
of bow big the whale was- 1 never thought 
that it would be that big. and its eyes so 
small. I liked seeing the other animals lined 
up in size next to the whale. Even the stuffed 
elephant looked really small, and the 
sheep looked tiny. I liked listening on a spe- 
cial telephone to the trumpeting of the ele- 
phant and the singing noises of the dolphin. 

I also really liked the "Creepy Crawlies” 
room because there was lots of information 



I didn't really like the Earth Galleries 
because they were a bit scary, and they told 
yon a lot of things that I didn’t understand, 
but I liked learning how it felt to be in an 
earthquake. It is a very full museum and I 
would like to go back again and spend an 
even longer time there. 


13-year-old boys. 

I enjoyed the dinosaur exhibition: I liked 
the huge skeletons suspended in mid-air, 
and the roaring, robotic dinosaurs feasting 
on a freshly killed tenontosaurus. The ex- 
hibition on The Origin of Species and 
Charles Darwin was also interesting. 


Eye-eye: Jim Stamates* photograph of a vine snake, highly commended 
in the Wildlife Photographer of the Year competition. Top: "housing the 
works of the creator* - the National History Museum 


and it was easy to unde retard. I learnt how the kitchen in the flour and beetles in the 


little insects grow, and there were lots of carpet and flies in the rubbish. There was 


machines to play with. We went inside a spe- 
cial house which showed where all differ- 
ent types of insects live - like little bugs in 


a huge, moving scorpion, and some child- 
ren were trying to stuff their notepads be- 
tween its claws. 


Claire: My first thoughts about the mus- 
eum were that it would be full of eccentric 
professors with small round spectacles, as 
it seemed like such an old-fashioned and 
full place to visit. After spending the day 
there, however, my prejudices were over- 
turned and l realised that I had enjoyed my- 
se If more than I expected, and I realty had 
a good day out 

As I am studying A-level biology and 
geography I was most interested to see the 
human biology exhibits and the Earth 
Galleries. 1 enjoyed the human biology best 
It is wefl laid out and explains clearly how 
our bodies work using models, videos, slides 
and gadgets. 

f enjoyed fiddling with the gadgetry in 
the Earth Galleries, but that didn't hold my 
attention for long. Most of the information 
I already knew from ray A-level course, and 
although the exhibition is big and bold I 
thought it would be more interesting for 


The deal 

The Natural History Museum is on 
Cromwell Road. London SW9 (0171-938 
9123). Opening times: Mon-Sat 10am- 
5.50pm, Sun llam-5-50pm (dosed 23-26 
December). 

Admission: £6 adults, £3 children 5-17 
years, dffldren under 5 free), £3.20 con- 
cessions, £16 family ticket (2 adults and up 
to 4 children). 1 

Access: Wheelchair and pushchair ac- 
cess to all areas. 

Toilets and baby-changing facilities: 
dean, plentiful, plus toilets for the disabled 

Catering: Restaurant, cafp and snack 
bars, plus picnic area during school holi- 
days and at weekends for eating packed 
lunches. , . 

Shop: Gift ajyl book shops frill of rea- 
sonably-prica^oodies. 

Education: Free National Curriculum- 
based touts for schools. 


Floating around in the South-west 
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All singing, all dancing - 
Somerset dresses up this 
month, with thousands of 
pounds, man-hours and fight- 
bulbs being used up in the 
name of charity. It*s carnival 
season again, as 
David Foster discovers. 


A ripple of applause rattles the cold 
November night as two magnificent 
police horses turn slowly into Sadler 
Street. Every move is measured, de- 
liberate, almost stately. 

Blue lights scour the ancient build- 
ings as the city's fire engine, followed 
by the ambulance, swings around the 
corner. The crowd draws breath, 
and presses back on to the narrow 
pavements; small children wnggie to 
the front The music grows inexorably 
louder, and a cheer breaks out as the 
first float lurches into view. Carnival 
is underway in Wells. 

Putting the emergency services at 
the front of the parade isn't just show- 
manship. There’s no other way they 
could respond to a call this evening 
for the next few hours, around 100 
immense floats will be grinding 
through the city at walking pace- 
At the centre of each float is the 
"cart” -a poor name for a vehicle that 
will have cost tens of thousands of 



Bobbing along: In the two weeks of November the floats will cover 360 miles Photograph: NSTT 


pounds, and taken many months to 
construct 

Drenched in light and deafened by 
their own muric; performers in lav- 
ish costumes whirl through the air, 
singin g and dancing, or stand like 
waxworks in the still-life tableaux. 
Most carts are pulled by a decorat- 
ed tractor, and all have generators, 
completing a train of vehicles up to 


100ft in length. 

By any standards, this would be a 
remarkable show. Yet Weils is just one 
of seven venues on Bridgwater’s Guy 
Fawkes carnival circuit whidi includes 
Glastonbury, Shepton Mallet and 
Weston-super-mare. In the first two 
weeks of November these floats will 
caver some 360 miles, at a top speed 
of around 15 mpb; the traffic jams are 


legendary, though nowadays most of 
the journeys are made overnight. 

Every float is the product of a ded- 
icated Carnival Club. Ideas start fly- 
ing around early in January, and by 
mid-February, says Mini Sheppard of 
Mendip Vale CC “people come for- 
ward with drawings, costume fabric 
samples, taped music and even mod- 
els” to illustrate their suggestions. By 


Easter, the talking will be over, and 
Mini, a welder by trade, trill join the 
carpenters, electricians and engi- 
neers who devote every spare hour of 
the next seven months to construct- 
ing the Mendip Vhle float. 

A typical float may have seven or 
eight thousand Bghtbalhs, as well as 
30 or 40 powerful, floodlights. Last 
year’s Shooting Stars, from the Wells- 
based Gorgons CC, also boasted a 6- 
kflowatt sound system. Many of the 
big generators that power the electrics 
are hired from a specialist firm in 
Staffordshire, and two Of their own 
fitters come down every year to tend 
the equipment 

Even so, things do occasionally go 
wrong. “TSto or three of the crew were 
in tears one year when the lights went 
out", confided Mini. But that was not 
the worst that can happen. 

Gorgons’ Chairman Paul Phipps 
recalls climbing the steep MU out of 
Shepton Mallet about six years ago, 
and ripping the front axle from un- 
der Dr Who. “Luckily, when the cart 
came down, one of the mam struts 
dug into the road and the whole thing 
stopped dead. The police were quite 
impressed, so we didn’t tell them there 
weren’t any brakes,” 

Pulling the whole event together 
is the Wells Carnival committee. 
Forty years ago, Nancy Dodd met her 
husband Cecil through the carnival, 
and she took over from him as sec- 


retary after his death in 1984. 

In some ways, she says, Wells’s new 

relief road has made the team’s job 
easier, but a particular headache 
this year is the traffic calming that fol- 
lowed in its wake. “There's one set 
of traffic lights they're going to have 
to move", she says - and Tarmac 
ramps will be needed over many of 
the new kerbstones. 

Nobody seems to mind. After all, 
it’s all in aid of local charities, and af- 
ter the dust has settled, the Mayor- 
usuafly hosts a presentation evening 
in the Town Hafl. “It gives the peo- 
ple an opportunity to talk to each oth- 
er, and the/re always quite surprised 
at the number of charitable organi- 
sations that there are", says Nancy 
Dodd. 

As the clamour of the last float dies 
away, the crowd folds into the road- 
way behind it. Small boys search the 
gutters for stray coins, and happy faces 
head towards Market Place, to spend 
their new-found treasure at the fair. 


PIT STOP 


Bridgwater Carnival dates; Bridgwater; 
6 November; North Fetheiton, 8 No- 
vember; Burnham-on- SeafHigftbridge, 
10 November Shepton Mallet, 12 No- 
vember, Wells, 14 November; Glas- 
tonbury, 15 November; 
Weston-super-mare, 17 November. 

Tourist information. : Mr 01749 
672552 : Weston-super-mare : 01934 
626838 


If you’re going to Wells - 
for the carnival, drop 
into the Good Earth at. 
4 Priory Road (01749: 
678600) for lunch or tea._ 
This is a wholefood shop? 
with a restaurant along 1 * 
side. Lunchtime* 
savouries (often priced? 
for either large or smaflv 
portions) include home* : 
made soup (tomato andjj 
spring onion, watercress* 
and lemon), vegetabi S 
lasagne, sweet and sour! 
vegetables and pizza| 
with a choice of lop-S; 

Pings- 

Children are welf? 
catered for, with baby-^ 
changing facilities, high j 
chairs and, in a leafy* 
courtyard, a play area^f 
Open 930am to 530nia| 


THir.- 

i -- ; 


1 ?, * *-i-i 


I V6„ 

!■-- s, iC* , «* 




■ *1 .. * . 


From Egon Romy’sguidk 
‘And Children CornM 
Too', Bookman, £9.991% 
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Steiner’s 

philosophy on 
compost: the 

plot thickens 


How do you cure the ills of 
the Earth? According to the 
philosopher Rudolf Steiner, 
you need .to reunite spirit 
and soil with a compost 
containing some alarming 
animal and vegetable 
ingredients. Kirsty Fergusson 
explains. 

There is something addictive about 
making compost. Whether it lies in 
the texture, the smell, the creation 
of an economy, a routine, the daily 
interaction between kitchen and 
garden, who knows? One thing is cer- 
tain: compost can bring out the 
obsessive in the mildest of spirits. 
Catch yourself trying to retrieve a tea- 
hag; inadvertently dropped in the bin. 
and you’ll realise that you too have 
become an addict 

Rudolf Steiner (1861-1925) was 
a compost addict. Better known, of 
course, as a philosopher and educ- 
ationalist, Steiner revealed his pas- 
sion for the brown crumbly stuff in 
a small tome, entitled On Agriculture , 
published in 1923. It is oddly pre- 
scient in some ways, given the new- 
ness and innocent emergence of the 
agrochemical industry at that time; 
Steiner not only championed organic 
methods of fanning, he voiced a con- 
cern for a planet sick both in spirit 
and sofl- Or more accurately, sick be- 
cause the organic bond between 
soil and spin! bail been ruptured. The 
cure? A very special kind of compost 
Steiner was fascinated by 17th- 
century alchemy and derived his for- 
mula for cosmic compost freyn old 
recipes, spiced up with his own per- 
ceptions. The preparations, as he 
termed them, are not impossible to 
follow, but they will cause an eyebrow 
or two to be raised in your local 
butchers shop. They are as follows: 
one stag’s bladder stuffed with the 
flowers of wiM- yarrow (Achillea 
millefolium), one cow’s mesentery 
( most important to ask. th? butcher 
which is die inside pro of this bit of 
the gut, because tiae Qufsi<i£ must stay 
on the ouftidet stuffed with jjjande- 


lion flowers, one skuil of a cow, goaL 
sheep or pig filled with chopped oak 
baric, preferably from a youngish tree, 
a bunch of stinging nettles wrapped 
in peat moss, a length of bovine in- 
testine filled with chamomile flow- 
ers and, lastly, the juice extracted by 
crushing some valerian flowers. 

Steiner doesn't say whether he 
means red valerian ( Centra mh us 
ruber) or the pinky-white common 
valerian (Vhleriana officinalis). The 
latter just might be the more ac- 
ceptable one, because the flowers 
have a nice, vanilla-like perfume, 
which would help to mitigate the 
smell of all that offal. 

It probably stacks up to a day’s 
work in the summer (provided the 
butcher has been given a bit of ad- 
vance notice) doing all that collect- 
ing, stuffing turd crushing. Five large, 
sausage-shaped ingredients and a cup 
of liquid should be the result Al- 
ternatively, and slightly unbelievably, 
you can get them by mail order. The 
Biodynamic Association will send 
you the preparations (dried), with in- 
structions for use. 

However obtained, the sausagey 
parcels and juice should be inserted 
into the centre of an existing com- 
post heap, or buried in a sofl stack, 
where they must remain all winter. 
It seems only right to entrust the 
“preps" (as old hands at this game 
tali them) to a suitable compost 
heap. Somehow, a plastic, dalek- 
shaped barrel will not do. Let it not 
be forgotten that the aim of Steiner 
compost is not just to enrich the soil 
organically, but to reunite the earth 
with its severed spirit. This calls for 
a little imagination in the construc- 
tion of the heap. Perhaps the best 
model for this originated in Amer- 
ica (where they have entire magazines 
devoted just to compost); a circle is 
composed of wooden stakes set 
about 50cm apart, pushed firmly into 
the ground (freshly cut hazel or ash 
would be ideal), measuring roughly 
13m in diameter and heighL 

Then, having obtained a bale of 
straw (barley or oat straw is better 
than wheat, which mops up water too 
readily), you strew the straws into 



Rudolf’s recipe 

1 stag's bladder stuffed with wild yarrow flowers 
I cow’s mesentery (gut) stuffed with dandelion flowers 
I skuU of cow, goat, sheep or pig, filled whh chopped oak bark 
1 bunch stinging nettles wrapped In peat moss 
I length bovine intestine filled with chamomile flowers 
juice of crushed valerian flowers 


a long, fat row and roll it, as though 
rolling a sausage out of Plasticine. 
Some soft twine should hold the 
thick rope of straw together, which 
may then be woven in and out of the 
upright stakes. The straw will de- 
compose along with the contents of 
the big “basket” so that the container 
(minus the stakes) as well as the 
compost within can eventually be 
used on the garden. It goes without 
saying that, whether or not it is aes- 
thetically pleasing, to meet with 
foil Steinerian approval the straw 
should be organic. 


Back to the plot and, come the 
spring, when all the ingredients have 
degraded and are worked into the ex- 
isting heap or soil stack, the benefits 


and mysteries of alchemical compost 
await your garden. It is not difficult 
to feel slightly sceptical; even if you 
meet Steiner garcboerswbo swear by 


the stuff and produce gorgeously 
tasty, big vegetables, you may well be 
persuaded that any good, rich com- 
post would have achieved the same 
result. And there are older garden- 
ers around who would add that this 
or that flourishing vine was planted 
over the carcass of a dead calf. (“We 
knew we’d dug the hole big enough 
for the plant if we could get a calf in 
too.") Who could possibly prescribe 
a recipe for exactly the right blend 
of animal, vegetable and mineral in- 
gredients? Why a bovine intestine 
rather than a sheep's intestine; why 


chamomile and not rosemary, si 
Steiner doesn’t give the answer 
that, and a large amount of trust 
faith is required to make the exerc 
worth the effort. 

Whatever the prescription, rest 
ing the spiritual as well as the ph 
ical health of the sofl - and eating : 
consequences -will sound crank} 
some and enlightened to others. 1 
real compost addicts, though, 
challenge of creating Steiner comp 
will prove irresistible. 

Anna POvond is av 
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TELc. 0171 *293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



locally crafted 
Willow and 
etChestnuL 
m £1250*£45.00 
o5(18"xlO“) 
flus £4.50 p&p 
far details. 

[■RUGGERV 

Coopen Croft, 
snmwceux, 
sex BN27 1QL 

el. Fax. 

23 832314 


The 

Chelsea Plant 
Stand 

Natural Rne, 

compHel5 

inns to assemble. 



Ready to finsft 
for Woof I 

outdoor use. — 
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Buy tee powerful Wbeettrim Pro now and saw a phenomenal 
£2801 far special Antonia dear-oat price for this 5 hp two * 

£299.95 (£579.95 RRP) - bat stocks are vey United. 

Swe £70 on the Afleo Pro 230 Brashcatter w8k oar spedal 

Artnmo Oeawwt price Of £279 JB (£349.95 WP). 11* 

Pm 230 comes complete »Bh a Bjton bead, octal brash 

Blade, tamo*. 9089*° fllB tostrudfons. 

A/la vWiedtrims and BwHaittes make short wnk of long 
gra* and weeds - so ttke adwrtaae of our special dear-out 
to dean-op this AstBOUi! 

Complete the coupon and onter jouisJWW. ) 

4*38 

FREE 180 METRE BULK SPOOL OF NYLON LINE 
WOR TH OVER £15 WITH EVERY ORDER . 

it.*.****.* 1 
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TODAY’S GARDENING OFFER 


PROFESSIONAL 

Tree Pruner 
Outfit 

Today's otter is Invaluable tor 
SaTOarwrs wanting to cU ww surgery 

costs. Efforttessty operated tram the 
safety of the ground wBi a smooth 
putey lever mowamam this robust top 
quafey Triton coated steel piuwui#* 
a superior bypass action to cut cteanty 
through branches up to 1* thick. 

The perfectly angled 14' saw remoras 
thicker. Burner ova or dead wood as 
easily as a kntta sSdng through butter. 

The outfit damps saetray on to sturdy 
fightwelght aJunWum poles, swflad 
in three 4ft sections. Use ekher 4ft, at 
or 12ft lenglh nnd obtain a maxfrnum 
reach of lHt (5-5 metres) tnetoctog 

C own he#Tt 

outfit packs to 4ft (or cam pact 
storage, wdh the inclusion d. e tree 


pkn 4 . cart 

So evalebb FRWT PICKER HEAD. 
Hea 3 soft padded ‘fingers' that gently 
and sscurdy pick even ropmosl frurL 
Screws to potes £596 extra. 

Otters despatched pro mp tly. H not 
fu*y satisfied, please return wthte 14 
■days tor a ha rotund 

or Post cot con to : 

§JSrraO?S® (Dept HP44) 

88 Station Rd, Burton Latimer, 
NOffTHA/VTS MN15 SJW 



Fruit 

Picker 

Head 



PHOE YOUR ORDER NOW 

01536 720130 

MASTHCARtyVISA 


Pfease sand me □ PROFESSIONAL PRUNBVSAW Ol/THT & FREE PRLtoiWG GUDE 
□ FRUIT PICKER HEAD 

I endose Cheque/RQs tor £ payable id iafcote* Ofer 

or debit my MASTBICW® or VISA cent 

Mjnbar - — 

— — 

Marne - 

Address. — . — 



.Brpfcy Dote. 


.Postcode. 


OteTbofe* OSsr Pep* HP44). 88 Staton Rd. fartfifl Lafimer, Hdrthanta W-J15 JJW ^ 


KNOW YOUR 
-t ONIONS? 



Marshalls Do! 

Giant Fen Globe - Exclusive 

This mild tasting, heavy -crop per has a perfect 
globe shape dm! proves irresistible to both 
jndges and chefs atikcl 

The heat- prepare d onion sets are 
GUARANTEED not to boll and will 
successfully produce a highs' yield. 

Choose this best seller from the 

NEW Coiien 4 minersaiy Edition of 

the Manhalts catalogue. It has 
everything yon need for jonr 
Kitchen Garden. 



SX.MnhdACo.ljd. 



fDql 5.10i HtEEpoST". 
Js.PE)3:e*. 


FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE NOW! 


POST THIS COUPOS TO S£. SftnluS & Co. LoL,iDt]X $30 FREEPOST, Wu6nh,Cemh.PEl31$R. 
•Please seaiauaj FREE npj of theses MankaRsBn Catalogue 


NAME 


ADDRESS 


POSTCODE 


Q Plane rUh If yam prsftr netto mri« owflh tgijroa otter trtraed compamin. 

24 HOUR CATALOGUE ORDERLINE 


01945 583 407 
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uet pruning, 
get planting, 
get fired up 


tatumn is a crucial time 
or the gardener. NdSa 
nun on what you should 
>e doing this weekend 

tuflding a bonfire is a great 
pportunity lo check out trees 
cfnre autumn gales bring 
'WTi dead wood, but don't 
urn leaves or other com- 
estible material 
Finish off fruit and orna- 
lciual tree pruning, cutting 
ut damaged diseased or 
[casing branches. If you 
idn't get around to pruning 
lur wisteria m August, you 
m now cut all the long shoots 
nek lo two buds, thus keeping 
under control and encourag- 
ig flowers. Finish pruning 
id training your rambler ros- 
s cutting out old stems that 
we carried flowers, and lying 
: new shouts. On most van- 
ies (he old growth should be 
'uned back hard to soil level. 


so encouraging new growth 
□ext spiring. 

ITS not too late to plant 
tulips. Most bulbs can be 
plaited 15 -20cm (6-8in) deep 
and the same apart Larger 
ones can be planted 25cm 
(lOin) deep, allowing you to 
plant spring bedding over the 
top. 

In the flower borders, cut 
back herbaceous plant; and 
split up any that have become 
congested. Small pieces with 
a bud and some root can be 
potted up, labelled and kept in 
a cold frame for replanting in 
spring. Plant out hardy lilies, 
preparing the soil well and 
ensuring a tree-draining site. 
Spring bedding can be planted 
now, to fill gaps m the flower 
border. 

In the greenhouse, finish 
sowing sweet peas, with sever- 
al seeds in each deep pot or 
special tube of compost. Thin 
lo leave the strongest, or leave 


: ' ■ 




- ■ 



them all to plant out in a 
dump. 

In the kitchen garden, fin- 
ish planting garlic, though in 
very cold and wet areas delay 
until spring. Plant 10cm (4in) 
apart in well-drained sol, in a 
sonny spot, with the tip of the 
dove just below the soil sur- 
face. Each dove will develop 


into a new garlic bulb. 

Cut down asparagus ferns 
when the foliage has turned 
yellow, burning the leaves to 
destroy overwintering aspara- 
gus beetle. Rooted strawberry 
runners should be planted as 
soon as possible, digging in 
plenty of organic matter and 
watering well 


In milder areas, trim 
conifer hedges for the last 
time, as soon as possible. Au- 
tumn trimming is not recom- 
mended in colder areas as the 
resultant new growth may be 
killed by frost Protect nar- 
row, upright conifers from the 
risk of wind and snow damage 
by loosely wrapping the trees 



Strawberries fair: use plenty of organic matter (te*)- TU* 1 * ***** S®* 7 our 

fn soon (above) 


Photographs: Garden Picture Library 


with wire or netting. 

November is a good time 
to plant evergreen shrubs, 
conifers and hedging plants. 
Complete planting as soon as 
you can, to take advantage of 
the still warm soil conditions 
which will encourage root 
growth. Prepare planting sites 
well, di gg in g in plenty of Com- 


post or manure. 

Don’t add fertiliser, but do 
mulch well to prevent compet- 
ition from weeds. Shrubs or 
conifers growing in the wrong 
place can also be moved now. 
Lift with as large a rootball as 
possible, replanting into a well 
prepared hole which has been 
deeply dug with compost. 


Delay this until spring if 
your soil is prone to waterlog- 
ging. A windbreak for such 
newly planted evergreens us- 
ing posts and netting or fleece 
is an excellent idea. Finally, 
watch out for hibernating 
hedgehogs before lighting 
your bonfire, and take care 
not to let the fire spread. 


S efe 
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CHRISTMAS GIFT GUIDE 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Christmas Fayre 


JSlenaissance 

Collections 




Top quality waterproof from seal 
covers made from coated nylon 
fabric, easy lo fit and remove. 
Available fn 3 sizes to fit most 
vehicles. Also fully ta Sored sets 
available tor most 4x4 vehicles. > 
From only £29.95 per pair Inc k. 
VAT. | 


24 HOUR BROCHURE HOTLINE 

0151 639 5396 

UNIT - MILL5R0CK ED. '.VEST FLOAT IND ESTATE, BIRKENHEAD 


THE INDEPENDENT 



CHRISTMAS 

GIFT 

GUIDE 


, . . With Christmas just around the corner, 
over 1.4 million Independent and Independent 
on Sunday readers will be looking for gift 
ideas. 

Our Christmas Gift Guide can help you 
promote your products and services to our 
discerning readers. 

The Christmas advertising section appears in 
both the Independent and Independent on 
Sunday on the follotving Saturdays and 
Sundays:- 

Novcraber lst-2nd, 8th-9th, 15tb-16th, 
22nd-23rd. 29th-30th 
December 6th-7th 

We not only offer special discounts - up to 
25% for 14 insertions - but also our 
Christmas Competition encourages our 
readers lo study the advertisements closely. 
To find out more and to book your space . . . 
^4 call the 

. jpl Christmas Gift 
Mask Guide Team 

J laSn 0171 293 2323 

v B gB 8E~ 0171 293 2344 

same NRSJttfr V/ 


Christmas Fayre 


TURN YOUR FAVOURITE PICTURES INTO 



PERSONALISED 
CHRISTMAS CARDS 


MINIMUM ORDER 100, COMPETITIVE PRICES 
USING NEW TECHNOLOGY, 

FOR SAMPLE AND ORDER FORM 
CALL 0800 0183241 (quoting IND) OR WRITE TO 

Lyncrest Creative Cards 

FREEPOST SB40L, ST. ABLANS, HERTS, AL3 4BR 


TRADITIONAL & 
CONTEMPORARY STYLES 

THE FINEST FOOD A WINE 
CLASSIC CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 
VELVET WRAPPED PORT & STILTON OR 
. CHAMPAGNE & CHOCOLATES 
EXCLUSIVE GIFTS FOR CLIENTS. 

FRIENDS & FAMILY 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE TO PROMPT YOUR 
CORPORATE IDENTITY 
WORLD-WIDE DISPATCH & 

HAND DELIVERY IN* LONDON 

CALL FOR A FREE BROCHURE ! 

TEL 0181 780 1560 OR fa* 0181 780 0557 

WJ» will p»oweo exci^m I ^ yro j„ (h 0 ftamo 

prosem lor your Irish Granola- tor wxnttkig U dimbup 7 
liW? I 

I For Sales I 


HATCHBAG BOOTLINER 

the ORIGINAL solution to dirty boot problems 


02 - Who eon mafcw MomoM flrtV 
phomMlo ptecu Mom your 
eyes-far you to put together 
again? 


Fbod<£ Wine [ 

in a top French rinei/ard. ■ 
Quality 3-int und yreal /un, jl 

.4 UNIQUE GIFT r-Mk 

For a bmdiure mg 

iir srefc' qwtar? ttflSD 
3D Hme. Hoiiy Hirf» St. 
STBiesheai. Lmnrtitshar PtSti UH 

I Gifts FbrHfoi I 


Pure Silk 
Boxer Shorts 


£12-95 

W * Ul A Posr 
J FREe 

r \ finest 

\ ' Kr A *l uaUt » 

money 
can buy 


2 pairs- £9 -95 

ONLY each r- 


> 100% puts twil Hfc • Machine 
washaUa ■ Sbtmg, double seams 

tor longer weac 

• Available In Butgundy, Cream, 
Olive, Green, Navy, daret. Royal 
or Black. 

• Waist sttas fwn 3CT - 44- • 
retotfrfn adjgeai — „„ . ~1 
■oaHH HttBidR- 

* imiOFSUt 

'EW IMi l caiswi 

5 24 HOUR ORDER & 
23 BROCHURE HOTLINE 

Si 0171 274 3387 

anasn minbz freepost. 

PO Bm 3*3?London S£» 9BR 
MafriQawlMiBtalMUrtiSX 


For Sales 


JIGSAW PUZZLES MADE 
FROM YOUR PHOTOS 

oamatN7WouaNGtmBi 
ANBKANtQFTKX 
280 necs - ts*»l' -£1L99 K plf 
laiHKB-lSTMl*- £12.99 be pip 
MRKS-mfl*- £11.99 be alp 
MFKB-1 IKS'- £9.99 bests 
te«rfwnaJa ^sm|to ttlireiMhb 

ARTT«Kt(N2J 
Ufabr rmUOrndH Ua ft 
Bmttat Sai*f VO 34N 
Tel: 01737 379 342 

House & Home 

TABLESAFE 

HEAT RE3SANT PROTECTION 

for your 


any shape. tabkL-ili)^ '■*■■1 i 
protects jour pofched tabfe agansl 
hut and stains Can be rewroedfor 
me as a wbng awlace. 

Oekvar 710 days. IWto ir phone 
for tJeofcand sam*i 


MORIARTI’S 

SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 


For NEW colour hroi-hurc | 
WM , 

v (01233) 850214/ 
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Fashion 

ORIGINAL IRISH 
GRANDFATHER SHIRT 

fa hM fc OfiCC bn he ben ■ ndaasl pM a 
«nb te n mi Mnd nBMmJnd on no 
mlan te OBBS ten mboAl mm wi 6ritkf. 
teboeMe Md pawt nr ea ntiem 

snuiflCL [i9J9 xxuxm mj* 
?6d £5.00 QBE 


Books 


GENUINE 

NORWEGIAN SWEATHS 

ONLY £49 FI* pip. 
free clwic daipi. mem «e 

■ailHn Bcisn ta die tfudanfc ID 

Cunha d» fn*Mig Scaifcmwi 
mm Thr* jur mr ojnn. 
□jmwaWe«d smw pel he f* ® 
oar m«tiT tahet 


im 

fx- CC*\ ,!«V4 ta>nm.«mnai 
F J 4 cbtkf*fl- 

V'li .'itirt itlffTT bc * >r*> n * ftwcrv 

■ — , wJiranac. Milam 

E® TEBS: 

IVi*. phw or lo to U*M todae l» 

cxxmror uhsiyu uwo 

2 Bnston adiaxi SL MeOan 
Cornwall All 6RO 



House & Home 


NEW CUSHIONS FOR 

WINDSOR 

DINING CHAIRS 



At a fraction of 
shop prices. 

* FREE fabric 


LYNPLAN (Dept 057 ) UpWay 

S5Soh4p®0181 688 5808 


' SVWj. 


exclusive 

iPOAMSp cf^ 1 

cut to Size 

for cushions & mattresses 




NEW CUSHIONS MATTRESSES MAXTKESh 

our Mm fitted covers. comfort o“ ® >w» 0»«l •***■. 
l£VBW7«ISMWBim SAFBYT0 TOM? DOCK facB 113274 SKB) 

•S PHONE 0113 274 8100 


I MrfMryMia 

icvn*is< 

■ Address 


I ..-_..-_PMio ode-. — — . 

I ” **■».. FOftMreo CO M TO iru DqjjtN2, I 
] Unit TWo. Wvibcr Lane Induunal Esuic. ■ 

^Trw Wyther Lane, Kirksull, Leeds LS5 3BTJ 


Unusual Gifts 



Unusual Gifts 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 

OneDiy £12.5*9 
TaientodCu:* £14.59 

. "nllr.p 


FICT1DN WRITERS 

Ltfus prifth pnmoieand 
matet yow now on a lea bass. 

HVfefarffaBftftr 
RuthHelycr, SuSeH, 
Uarfonette Books, 

1 Hutton Ctose, Soidh Church, 
Dorhsin DL14 8XB Engbnd 
Tet0t3S877tSSS fifcc OUOS 77S7S6 

OS- Who can point you In tb» light 
(fraction, however tto wind may 
Plow? 


'FREE ia;E*S?S -sSs^rT 

SELLCflOSS i Ep P^ ^WCAT flt OGUE 12 MUNSTER bd. ■ 
SESSIAL \ v ; teodington. Middlesex. 


PlBSlREfc 

ami j 

a j 




WR.TE OR PHONE 
QUOTING Ur,\M FOR 
FREE CATALOGUE WITH 
SIGNS. 


p&j; Si .95 per erdor 


Mil TW'I 9LL 


0181-255-9926 24hrs 



Q1- Wlich company specMns In 
ta Wcted teCnaa? 


Silk Lingerie 

LuxsrbaB 

Bt irhh made •. 

ttijerte in pure 
ul< a l»cc. pkn 
-aoyrtV- 
undennar. 
n((h cimrli 
themnli In %dk 
(oney. Sn 


CATALOGUE 
0I7SI 413134 

SUUSfDqxl) 

Vte&uem 
MTHBA3 4BH 






^Bu»Smeet" 

HxnjRALHuencoa 
TIE WOCDYWO THWffiS ROMO 
GM«mWBKIW>a 
m/nocnsretitHi. 


Collecting 


Not Antique 


lfttb 0 19tta Centnry BepBa Pncitiiic in SeBd Mabognj’ 
Wttlunt, Bintseje Mapfe md other erode woods, made to 


3 ranges to nit all Bfettyle and taxorne gtonpt. 




COMPUTER DESKS 

& Unusual Antique style cabinets to hide computers 
for the borne & office enviro nm e nt 


716 SCHOOL ansa. QUESHSUUBEZH AVE. BUBGESS HELL, 
(■mm ono ft mM west Sussex ams wx 
Mmdbt 9 am - 530 pBL M 014M 245577 



.frail brpSKfcfftt uxd bvni, 

tantiJa^ferpneiata. 

SaviyAiaitk 

kqkubeswben 

SMPotfcy Vfay, is ES 
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FOR THE MAN WHO THINKS 
- HE litS EVERYTHIN 
Pesdailued Hand Crafted Beer 
Ybtrr uroqpem ^g t printed on 

Ho adkCtims or prewtvabvfc. 

. pslHAfc free him* 

ORDDt non fee Unique Xaus Gifl 
4UXW BtafaflWfti puu M iiw fdo 
UK-»hrwrvHcC445 

LogtM Brewery 
mrns mmm 


WEATHERVANE FOR XMAS?- 
L ■Craftsmen made in U.K. 

Vl . BAH sleel, Super Quality 

■ 3 Sees available 


■ Prices from £29^9 

Further detail s/brochure: Webbs Distribution Ltd. 
Unit 2, 15 Station Rd, Knebworth, Herts SG3 6AP 
Tel: 01438 814620 (24hrs) Fax: 01438 815047 

- Comprehensive brochure available - 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Win a Prize 
In our Easy . 

To Enter 
Christmas 
Competition 

The Independent bn association with 

JjRenaissance 



is offering a special Christmas basket 
incorporating luxury food and wine every 
Saturday until 6th December in our 
Christmas Guide Competition. Every 
week the first correct postcard pulled out 
of the Christmas sack will win die special 
prize. 

How to Enter 

There are five questions, numbered one to 
five, hidden amongst the Christmas Gift 
Guide advertisements. Once you have 
found them, you must find the answers. 
These are located within the 
advertisements. Send your answers, 
together with your name, address and 
daytime telephone number on a postcard 
to: 

Christmas Gift Guide Competition No. 3, 

Marketing Department, 19th Floor, 
The Independent. 

One Cana d a Square, Canary Wharf, 
London E14 5DL 

Closing date for Competition No. 3 is 
Thursday 6th November 1997 
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Where the wool-gathering begins 



Diversification is die name of the 
game, but will it pay off? Three 
humming, exotical ly woolly 
arrivals startle the denizens of a 
peaceful farmyard. 


I give three clues to their identity: 

1. Their names are Shadrach, Meshak 
and Abed-oego. 

2. One is cream-coloured, one choco- 
late sprinkled with ginge r, one dark grey 
with a white face, black hat and white tips 
to his ears. 

3. When alarmed, they communicate 
their nervousness by means of a gentle, 
melodious h ummi ng 

You guessed, of course: they are alpacas, 
smaller cousins of llamas, and the newest 
recruits to our menagerie. Their arrival in 
our farmyard caused quite a stir. During 
their three-hour journey from Sussex they 
bad had the sense to fold their legs and sit 
on the floor of the horse-box, but when we 
let down the ramp they came bounding out, 
to the horror of the long-term residents. 

Not only to us humans, but to animals 
and birds also, it was immediately dear that 
these furry creatures were an exotic 
species. Sheep glowered; horses snorted; 
a hen trailing eight chicks put in a full- 
blown screech-up, flying off on to a fence 
and cackling at the top of her voice. So 
strident were her warnings of danger 
that the chicks disappeared into a bed of 
nettles, and we had difficulty recovering 
them before nightfall. 

The three- alpacas - all wethers, or 
neutered males, about nine months old - 
stuck together in a tight bunch, tails to- 
gether, facing outwards in different direc- 
tions, as they sized up tbeir new 
surroundings- They also gave off a curious 
humming sound that denotes anxiety. 

By morning they were fairly well settled, 
and we were fasdnated to see that their be- 
haviour, conformation and movements 
were all subtly different from those of more 
familiar animals. Their bodies could be 
those of sheep, but their long legs and necks 
betray the fact that they are camelids - and 
indeed their feet, though two-toed at the 
front, like a sheep’s, have a camel-like pad 
at the back. 

They graze energetically, with quick. 



Alpacas, the smaller cousins of llamas: their bodies could be those of sheep, but their long legs and neck betray them as camelids 


thrusting movements of the lower jaw, and 
canter with a springy, loping action. They 
seem to enjoy communal rolling, and al- 
though they occasionally spar up to each 
other, spiffing andWaying back their ears 
as they try to put in an under-belly nip, then- 
chief characteristic seems to be gentleness. 
Because they are -so graceful and enter- 
taining to watch, they are fearful time- 
wasters. . 

We got them from a farm near Billing- 
shurst, where Kelvin Maude, an Aus- 
tralian, manages a herd of 700. Together 
with two brothers, Alan and Peter Hamil- 
ton, he runs a company that has pioneered 
the export of animals from Chile. 

When we hove up, prospective pur- 
chasers, Kelvin assured us that alpacas are 
“amazingly adaptable animals”. Original- 
ly lowland grazers, they were slaughtered 
by the invading Spaniards in the 16th cent- 


ury to make way for sheep and cattle, and 
the survivors were taken on by peasant 
fanners living high in the Andes. There the 
animals adapted to thin air, poor gra zin g 
and extremes of heat and cold. 


DUFF 

HART- DAVIS 


When, early in the Nineties, the new 
company proposed to export consign- 
ments to Australia, sceptics claimed the al- 
pacas would never survive the sudden 
descent to sea level, followed by life in a 
much hotter climate. Experience proved 
them wrong: there are now nearly 2,000 of 


them flourishing in Australia. 

For years plans to bring alpacas here 
were blocked by the British authorities’ re- 
fusal to accept that Chile had adequate con- 
trol of foot-and-mouth disease. But 
eventually objections were overcome and 
in December 1994 Kelvin went out to Chile 
“to pul together UK 1” - that is, to assemble 
the first consignment for Britain. 

He found them on tbe altiplano, in the 
northern tip of Chile, dose to the borders 
of Peru and Bolivia, at altitudes of between 
14,000 and 16,000 feet Three hundred 
beasts went into open-air quarantine at 
Putre, tbe highest town in Ode. where they 
spent four months. Next they were moved 
down to Arica on the Pacific coast, for an- 
other two months' quarantine at sea level, 
during which they went through numerous 
tests. Then they were loaded into big 
wooden crates and flown by cargo plane via 


Ibneriffe to Manchester. 

Travelling with them, Kelvin was de- 
lighted to see how calm they remained dur- 
ing the 15-hour flight. All 300 survived and 
went to Cumbria for a final, three-month 
spell of quarantine, before they arrived in 
Sussex at the end of January 1996. 

UK2, a second batch, also of 300. 
joined them in November last year. This 
consignment included many pregnant fe- 
males, and 1 now realise that our three 
youngsters, though born in England, must 
have made the 6,000-mile journey from 
Chile in the womb - a fad that seems to 
render them all tbe more remarkable. 

The aim of flic UK enterprise is to breed 
selectively and to create a market for al- 
paca fibre, or wool, which is beautifully soft 
and light, and after processing can com- 
mand £50-£60 a kilo. Already the British 
Alpaca Society has 110 members, and a 


Photograph: Christopher jones 


committee has begun to look into forming 
a co-operative to pool and sell fibre. 

With so few animals in the country as 
yet, prices are astronomical: about £7.001 1 
fora pregnant female. Wethers cost barely 
a tenth as much - but even so, it is going 
to be a big moment, next June, when we 
shear for the first time, and ray wife starts 
spinning the wool to make fabulous jerseys. 

We could not resist naming our three 
after the biblical trio who defied King Nebu- 
chadnezzar and survived the fiery furnace 
unscathed. But in the alpacas* defence I 
must point out that they do not wear as- 
bestos underwear, as in the scurrilous 
Bible song. Rather, their woolly trousers 
extend right down to their ankles, giving 
them a look both stylish and faintly absurd. 

Arunvale Alpacas, Gav St Farm, Pulbor- 
ou&L. W Sussex RH202HL (01798 81 221S) 


Read on if you want 
to hear a howler 
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A wolf as a pet? Not a 
good idea. But what 
about adopting one? 

David Wilson is tempted. 

Herelamonab^autu^ 

day in a cage with two wolves 

I laugh nervously; enclosed 

Scan get veiytemtond 

Hast year in Ontario a keeper 

darts behind me and snrffevoc 
iferousb. I turn, and try » 
keep h£ at bay with nay 

TIhw seems to slow down as^ 

opens her jaws, a bright 
ofaldtieu. Maybe 

saying heBo. Reims fooM.l 

SS h« coat 

inS &msve I yd«am^ 

riewnbling gr°f* 
Butler’s Farm 

The trust was set up m IWJV 

Roger Palmer to coa^n 

vtoNes and encourage respee 

*trn0 you get an ad °P°^| 

certificate, a photograph of 


your particular wolf, one free 
visit, which allows you to inter- 
act with your adopted animal, 
and a report on a year in the 
wolf's life. It seems a reason- 
able deal, and Palmer knows 
about business. He was once 
Kleinwort Benson’s European 
investment strategist. 

These days, since developing 
a brain tumour “the size of an 
orange”, he takes life more 
easily, but his mobile rings 
about every 10 minutes. And 
he's limping, having fallen from 
his horse the day before in a 
drag hunt. 

He talks admiringly of Kod- 
iak, the male wolf- all diest and 
bus hy tail: a classic alpha spec- 
imen. Kodiak wriggfesandquw- 

ers with taag!> as if be 
run for miles, which wolves 
can, almost tirelessly, at 25mph- 
Surprisingly, in view of cujt- 

ren t concern about the toger 

of dogs with wolf blood Palmer 

“jrSuray from his territory, 

virtually Khe a lapdog. 
Turn’s why we can take him to 

nsdiool, with lOOsm-yearrolds 
^crowding around ton. 

By contrast Kenai, the re- 

™le is highly strong; thro, 
terrified of cars, and 

Sssive-uptoapomLShe 

Si«t Denali, the thud wolf 
here, seeing her as a oval. 


Palmer sees the wolves as 
“living ambassadors for con- 
servation —and they like it they 
preen themselves and have 
great charisma when they're vis- 
iting people”. 

But what's the attraction of 
“adopting” a wolf? Colin 
Thome, 36, an electrician, has 
signed up. “Waives fascinate 
me,” he says, “because they’re 
totally unpredictable. 

“The best experience I’ve 
bad with the wolves was at the 
Newbury show. The huskies on 
the stand behind started howl- 
ing. and then three minutes later 
the wolves answered. It was 
awesome. People started com- 
ing from every (Erection to see. 
You can. understand why the 
Red Indians treated wolves as 

hunting gods 5 Spirits.'* 

Palmer’s own involvement 
began during tbe late Sixties, at 
St Louis zoo. He says he “fell 
in love” with a wolf be saw, on 
account of its beauty and grace. 

And such qualities are cer- 
tainly in demand. Kodiak and 
Kenai are, in fact, film stars. 
Their screen appearances in- 
clude Dracula, with Sir Lau- 
rence Olivier; An American 
Werewolf in London’, and The 
Company of Wolves, where red 
signs wanjei “Danger, wild 
wolves loose on set.” One wolf 



Alpha specimen: a healthy 
adult timber wolf. Is a 
magnificent tight 

Photograph: Paul Hobson/Planet. 
Earth Pictures 


NATURE NOTE 


In our part of the world, this autumn has brought a tremen- 
dous harvest of acorns. Does this mean, as traditional wis- 
dom has it, that we are in for a hard winter? No, say 
professional foresters; it means the exact opposite - that we 
had good weather earlier in the year, and that the oaks en- 
joyed a favourable spring and summer. The bumper crop 
has no bearing on winter. 

Yet in producing so heavily the trees may also have been 
reacting to the stress of drought in midsummer, and un- 
consciously seeking to ensure the survival of their kind by 
fruiting abundantly. Experiments have shown that if bark is 
deliberately removed from trees, causing stress, they often 
react by increasing their output. 

Oddly enough, this season’s berry crop is poor rowans 
and hollies are already bare, and some birds are in for a lean 
time. This scarcity reflects the patchiness of late frosts in April 
and May: blossom in some hedgerows escaped, but in oth- 
ers h was caught and blasted. 

Duff Hart-Davis 


had to put its head in a little 
gjrl's lap - two riflemen stood 
guard- Were they prepared to 
kill? Palmer hesitates. "Yes.” 

He scorns such defence, em- 


phasising that wolves rarely a t- 


traordinarily, they lack the 
protective maternal instinct. So 
they don't attempt to defend 


their young from a perceived 
threat Their mam, concern is 
self-preservation. Hardly sur- 
prising, since humanity has 
hunted them relentlessly; the 


last wild British wolf was killed 
in Scotland in 1743. 

Palmer supports the idea of 
reintroducing wolves in the 
Scottish Highlands, where they 
can prey on the deer that have 
run riot and are systematically 
stripping the forests. He feels 
such a move is almost in- 
evitable, and could happen 
within the next 50 years. 

Meeting Kodiak, Kenai and 


Palmer has been an honour. 
But one thing is missing: a 
howl. Eventually, before 1 
leave, one echoes across the 
fields, surprisingly high and 
rounded - it’s more enchanting 
than menacing. 

For further information on the 
Wolf Trust, send an sae to UK 
Wolf Centre. Butlers Farm, BeaL 
ham, Reading, Berks RG75Nt 
•i 
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A walk on the 
wildlife side 


Taking in marsh harriers 
and ghostly churches, 
Emma Haughton takes a 
walk through the 
solitary landscape of 
Suffolk. 


This seven-mile walk hasn’t 
ihc advantage of being circular, 
• but what it lacks in conve- 
nience it amply compensates for 
in diversity and beauty. The 
countryside, pan of the 150- 
' square-mile Suffolk Coasts and 
Heaths area of outstanding 
natural beauty, is unfail ing ly 
serene and a sanctuary for 
many kinds of wildlife. 

One way or another, get 
yourself to the small, attractive 
Suffolk village of Wcsdelon. Id 
spring, the village pond next to 
the pub chokes with impossibly 
cute brown and yellow ducklings. 
At whatever time of year, 
though, take some bread and 
you'll instantly find yourself the 
irresistible object of ducky af- 
fection. When you have had 
enough (they never will), head 
up the green and along the 
Bhlhhundi road towards South- 
wold: just outside the village a 
footpath on your right marked 
to St Helena lakes vou down a 


grassy track towards Dunwich 
forest 

When you intersect the dirt 
track, turn left, then right diag- 
onally through the pine Forest 
Head towards Rookyard wood 
aouss sandy paths littered with 
pine needles and fir cones, then 
turn right at the large track and 
walk until you see a sign for Whl- 
berswick Nature Reserve. The 
path stretches through lovely 
woods of birch, holly, oak and 
chestnut, passing an tnexplicablv 
abandoned 'railway carriage; 
when it narrows to a fork, turn 
sharp left towards Sandy Lane 
farm (you'll knejw it from the 
flock of goisy geese) and con - . 
■ tinue until you hit the Dunwich 
road. .. 

If you're hungry. Dunwich 
provides. the perfect detour.* 
The Ship Inn serves a range of . 
hot meals. but die fish and chips 
at ihe Flora Tea Rooms on the 
seafront are . legendary. 
Coachloads of visitors flock to 
this undistinguished black clap- 
board building for enormous 
fresh cod, haddock and plaice 
(£4.95). skyscraper sundaes in 
every flavour, and wonderful 
home-made jammy doughnuts. 
Eat inside, and enjoy a veritable 
kingdom of kitsch: the walls are 
covered from floor to ceiling 


with garish tea-towels of every 
description. 

Dunwich museum charts 
the rise and fall of this now 
diminutive village, once the 
largest port in East Anglia, 
with 12 churches. The violent 
storm of 1328 and relentless 
coastal erosion eventually 
claimed the churches and 1,350 
bouses; at low tide you can 
sometimes see the remains of 
AH Saints church, which feQ into 
the sea in 1919. 

Alternatively, turn left up 
the road, then left again into the 
pebbly bridleway at Bridge 
Farm. Through the occasional 
gaps in the hedgerows you can 
look past cows grazing on Din- 
gle marshes towards Dunwich 
beach. Keep on for a mile or so, 
catting through Fowburrow 
Wood and down towards the 
sea. 

Once through Sandymount 
Covert, follow the footpath on 
to White rswick marshes, skirt- 
ing Dingle Great Hill (more of 
a hillock), until the path meets 
Dunwich River. Keep going 
past the disused windmill, hop 
over the stile, and take the Gist 
right through file reeds. If you 
get lost, head towards Walber- 
swick spire in the distance. 

Don't forget to take a break 



The countryside, part of the 150- 

square-mile Suffolk Coasts and 
Heaths area of outstanding natural 
beauty, is unfailingly serene and at 
sanctuary for many kinds of wildlife 


Illustration: Salty Kmdberg 
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and absorb the sounds of this 
solitary landscape, the incessant 
swish of the reeds and distant 
waves on the beach. These 
marshes shelter a number of 
rare birds, including the 
bearded tit. found in only a few 
places in Britain, and the maj- 
estic marsh harrier, sometimes 
seen circling in the sky above 
the reedbeds. 

Bear tight uphill above the 
marshes, and through the fields 
and lanes leading to Wfelber- 
swick Church! Church Lane 
takes yon past the ruins of the 
15th-cenmry tower, once a 
monument to tbeprosperityof 
this small fishing village. Cut 
right behind the houses until 
you ‘meet the Tarmac track 
leading to Southwold; on your 
left you’ll see a seal commem- 
orating the site of Walberswick 
station, the penultimate stop on 
the narrow gauge line horn 
Halesworth to Southwold that 
was abandoned in 1929. 

1 You'D follow part of the route 
of the old railway as you pass 
through Vfolbenswick common, 
once used for grazing sheep and 
cattle, oew overgrown with gorge, 
bracken and heather, and over 
the brk^je aaoss the River Btyth, 
with its cluster of yachts and fish- 
ing boats. As you push on 


through Woodsend and Bnss- 
creek marches, the giant concrete 
water tower looms ever larger, 
superimposed on the cheerful 
town of Southwold its spire and 
stumpy white lighthouse unfail- 
ingly romantic in any weather. 

Turn right towards South- 
wold common, cutting across 
the golf course and bypassing 
the water tower, until you reach 
the outskirts of this genteel re- 
sort. Southwold offers many- 
good places to eat, but none 
beating The Crown (roasted 
peppers and vegetable risotto 
with sweet pepper dressing, 
casserole of local beef and sun- 
dried tomato mash, and baked 
trout fillet with canton spices, 
are typical offerings for £8). But 
the heart of the town is the Ad- 
□ams brewery (hence the ubiq- 
uitous smell of hops), and 
wherever you go you can be 
sure of a pint of Broadside. 


This walk can be followed on 
Ordnance Survey Pathfinder 
maps 966 and 987. 

The 167 bus service runs 
from Southwold to Westleton on 
Sundays and public holidays at 
lZSSpm and 335pm. A taxi will 
cost vou £9 with A toBTaxisfOl 
502 \ 722111 ) or Southwold Shut- 
tle (01502 725073). 
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GAME OF THE WEEK 

WILLIAM HARTSTON 


PANDORA MELLY 
GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


BAWN O'BEIRNE RANELAGH 

DON’T JUNK IT - USE IT 


Lampshades are generally 
rather dull, or expensive, or 
both. Here’s how to make an 
attractive lamp from a 
shipping bag. 

1. Find a sturdy paper 
shopping bag with a design 
you like. 1 always use a 
"Shakers" bag because of 
the slogan printed down its 
side; “Beauty rests on 
utility." So true, don't you 
agree? 

2. Cut a thin piece of 
plywood - or MDF or 
acrylic - to just under (he 
size of the base. 

3. Acquire a lampholder - 1 have used a 
recycled ceiling rose - and wire it, chipping a 
bit out of the edge so the wire can lie flaL 
Do not attach the plug yet. 



4. Glue the lampholder to the 
centre of the plywood. 

5. Clip a small bole at the 
bottom edge of the hag where 
you want the wire to emerge. 
Reinforce it with one or two of 
those ring reinforcers you find 
lying around. 

6. Drop the plywood base into 
the bottom of the bag and 
thread the wire through the 
hole. 

7. Important: Use a cold- 
burning, low-wattage bulb (the 
energy-saving fluorescent type). 
If you use a normal bulb your 
bag will catch fire and your 

house will burn down. 

8. Now you can put the plug on, plug it in, 
and wait for your visitors to gaze at your 
shopping bag light in wonder and envy. 


“Educational" and “Entertaining’ are usually mutually 
contradictory terms when applied to children’s games. Can 
there, indeed, be any more depressing information on a game’s 
box than to learn that it conforms to stage two of the National 
Curriculum? Sumitup , from Positive Games Limited (price 
£14.99} makes no such claim, hut does describe itself as "the 
board came that makes numbers fun". And if you have a child 
of primary school age or just below, you will probably agree. 

The game is best described as Scrabble with numbers 
instead of letters. As in the word game, players hold a hand of 
seven tiles and can score points by laving them down on a 
board to make up a crossword formation. But instead of 
making worth, the idea is to spell out coned sums. The tiles 
each have a single digit on one side, and an arithmetical 
symbol, +, -. x, * or = on the other. Each number scores its 
face value, w hile the symbols score I for plus. 2 for minus, 5 
for multiplication, and 10 for division. You can also double 
your score by matching the colour of your tile (they come in 
green, blue, red and yellow as wed as a standard off-white) to 
the colour of the square on the hoard. 

The makers recommend starting younger children off with 
just ihe red and white tiles, (which demand only simple 
addition), then gradually adding the other colours as numeracy 
develops. Simple, dever and educational. And fun, loo. 


Patrick Uden, fit, television producer 


Life is fundamentally a game, isn’t it? You 
make your own rules and try to win without 
getting violent or losing your temper. 

If you read books on military strategy, the 
tacticians will tell you that winning is really a 
case of putting yourself into the mind of the 
opponent. \bu can operate either within your 
resources - which may be winnings from a 
previous game - or you can duck and weave, 
using sleight of hand and ail the rest of it. 

Running a production company is a team 
game of sorts, but the rules are more flexible. 
The players are individuals, all admittedly 
singing off the same hymn-sheet, but at the 
same time bringing their own very clear idea 
of what they're supposed to do. 

if I have to use a simile, then it's more like 
leading a platoon of skilled SAS soldiers on 
their way to recapture an embassy. They’ve all 
got their own particular role: one’s going to 
shimmy up the rope, another’s jj^ing to drop 
through the roof or throw a flash grenade 


through the window, and in the cad, Bob’s • 
your unde. 

It's a group enterprise, and the job of the 
director is simply to corral that skilL Having a 
tyrannical leader with others just following 
sheep-like, doing wbat they’re told, is not how- 
good films get made. . . 

As a child, 1 played cowboys and Indians, 
which is a model version of life: if you get 
shot, you have to fall over. I don’t like games 
such as Monopoly or Ludo; I think they’re for 
people who are frightened by a lack of ground 
rules. It’s the unpredictability of life that - 
makes it fun. Of course, other people might 
find that rather depressing, but all I have to 
do is convince the bank manager. 


If you missed Patrick Uden 's production of 
‘Jonathan Miller's Opera Works’ on BBC2 
recently, you can either wait for a repeat or try to 
catch his 'Jazz Heroes' \ soon to be shown on 
Channel 4, or 'The Channel 5 Car Show 
Bank managers may be found through the 
British Bankers Association. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


With three rounds left to play in the 
World Team Championship in 
Lucerne, England are m third place 
on 14 points, behind the United 
Stales, 15. and Russia, 14'fc. The 
other scores arc Armenia 13. Croa- 
tia 12. Ukraine ll'£, Kazakhstan 
and Switzerland 11, Cuba 9 1 / 2 , 
Georgia 8Vi 

The gap at the lop dosed In the 
sixth round as the US were held to 
a 2-2 draw by Armenia while Rus- 
sia beat Ukraine 3-1 and England 
beat Kazakhstan 2 , £-l The Eng- 
lish victoty came thanks to a win by 
Jon Spcelman and draws from 
Short, Sadler and Hodgson. 

fA’rhaps the most significant 
result of the round was Russia's win 
against Ukraine. After a 3 1 &- , /2win 
owr Cuba in the first round, the 
Russians had drawn their next four 
matches. They seem now to have 
woken up again. 

in the last three rounds, the US 
will meet Switzerland, Russia and 
Kazakhstan; Russia have still to 
play Croatia, US and Georgia; 
England's opponents will be Cuba, 
Ukraine and Armenia; and Arme- 
nia have to meet Georgia and 
Cuba as well as England. The last- 
round match between Armenia 
and England may well be crucial in 

deciding the title. 

After their hesitancy in the early 
rounds, Russia was back to its old 
win-with-White, draw-with-Black 
routine in its match with the 
Ukraine. Alexander Khalifman had 
a particularly nice attacking win on 
second board. When Romanisbm 
r-ave up the exchange with 19 ... b5 
he was hoping for a Q-side attack 
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with his mobile pawns. Once he 
had lost control of the d 4-square, 
however, it was all over. White's 
26JBd4!! in the diagram position 
was a neat finish. As the game 
went. Black resigned because 
28.~Nh7 29JRxh7 Kxb7 30.Rhl+ 
Jeads to mate. He must either have 
overlooked 26J3d4 completely, or 
missed the fact that 26 ... Rxe4 can 
be met by 27.Bxg7! Nxd3 (Kxg7 
loses to Oc3+) 28-Bf6 with a sim- 
ilar finish to that of the game. 



North-South game; dealer East 

North 

♦ A 0 6 5 4 
^S2 

OK J 8 

♦ K54 


13 M 15 16 17 18 W 20 21 22 23 34 


West 
♦ K987 
^KQ 10 9 6 
0Q1063 
♦none 


East 

♦3 2 
<3>A753 
0752 
♦0972 


Sooth 
♦J1Q 
S?J4 
0 A 9 4 
♦ AJ10863 



The days of cautious bidding seem long gone: nowa- 
days any mouldy 11-count seems to warrant an open- 
ing bid. At least South held a six-card suit on this 
deal from the Generali European Championships! 
Once he had opened, of course, everybody gpt in 




DOWN 


White: Alexander Kh alifm a n 
Blade Oleg Romanis hin 
Queen’s Indian Defence 


1 d4 Nf6 
2c4e6 
3NGb6 
4Nc3Bb7 
5a3g6 
6Qc2BxG 
7 ex£3 Bg7 
8Bg5 c5 
9d5h6 
lOBe3exd5 
llcxd50-<) 

12 g4 d6 

13 h4 Nbd7 
I4g5 hxg5 


15hxg5 Nh7 

16 f4 Re8 

17 Bb5 Nhf8 

18 0-0-0 a6 
19Bc6b5 

20 BxaS Qxa8 
21Ne4b4 

22 axb4 QbS 

23 f3 cxb4 
24Kblb3 

25 Qd3 Nc5 

26 Bd4 Nxd3 

27 Nfo+ Bxf6 

28 Bxffi resigns 


7 Munched (6) 

8 Pointed missiles (6) 

10 Intoxicating drink (7) 

11 Emblem (5) 

12 Monster (4) 

13 Direct the course of (5) 

17 Planet (5) 

18 Pile (4) 

22 Visit frequently (5) 

23 Complete collapse (7) 

24 Pass (6) 

25 Turns out of home (6) 


3 River of the underworld 

(5) 

4 Snatched (7) 

5 Tfemperaraental (5) 

6 Cricket trophy (5) 

9 Truism (9) 

14 Christen (7) 

15 Bird with showy tail 
feathers (7) 


on the acL 




West 

North 

East 

South 



pass 

!♦ 

ik? 

14 

3S? 

pass 

4k? 

all pass 

doable 

pass 

54 


$ t 


'rowing up I 


16 Mollify (71 

19 Principal (5) 

20 Of the moon (5) 

21 In a higher petition than 

(5) 


8 Raconteur, 11 Music. 12 Shark, 15 Superb, 16 Creepy, 17 Weevil, 


O * * — — ™ 22 

IS Hobble, 21 Anna, 22 Bung, 


North’s double of 4'? merely suggested some extra 
high cards. If South had passed he would have col- 
lected a peaceful 300 points, but the lure of a vul- 
nerable game was too much. As you can see, ?♦, 
although a poor contract, seemed set to roll home 
with the trumps behaving and the spade finesse right. 

Have you any thoughts as to how the defenders 
might have given South a problem? A completely pas- 
sive defence give him an easy run. By playing three 
rounds of hearts, giving declarer a ruff and discard. 
A useless ruff and discard, yes, but he would not know 
that, and if he ruffs on the table and discards from 
hand, he suddenly has a trump loser. To succeed, of 
course, he must ruff in band: then he cun pick up 
the trumps without loss and rely on the spade finesse. 


12 U 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 

White, the box, had just rolled 61, and moved a man from 
his mid-point to his six-point. The team captain, normally 
the meekest of men. playing Black, took a brief look at the- . 
position and promptly doubled. Hjs three team-mates, some- 
what intimidated, doubled with him. Black accompanied' £. 
his double with the comment “Not much 'to think about^ . 
here - come on let's get on with the next game.” White,?; 
though, did find something to think about, and after a 4. 
minute's study, accepted the cubes. Five rolls later be o£rrr 
fered a redouble which all four players had to drop. But 4 
whose assessment of the original position was correct? 

Black's position certainty has plus points. He has 14 good v- 
rolls, ail ones plus 65 (which hit) and 66. Three rolls make^l 
a full prime: 22. 44 and 55, though two of these leave Whito^. 
a shot at a blot on the mid-point. The rem ainin g jg rolfc!^- 
do little to enhance Black’s position. His five-prime, whileS. 
effective, wfll be difficult to extend to a full prime. The worstS 
feature of Black's position is that he has two men trapped 8 
behind a five-prime, and should he release one of those men, ?§•, 
White will be wailing to pounce on the straggler. a ' 
White, while he is not at the edge of Black's prime, has S 
only one man behind it and his spare men are well post- ** 
tioned to attack Black when he gets the opportunity Hav-^3 
mg one man back as opposed to your opponent’s two fe^f 
normally a strong advantage and this position is no exception 
The fact that Black has a shot makes him a marrina 1-4 
favourite, but he is not strong enough to double the orifr tf' 
inal position. He should hit first and double later If teS 
doesn’t hit he wfll be glad he did not double. The team 
tarn should have taken longer to evaluate the initial nos3fe 


J °in ;- 5 
^iia •- 




Sa R r 

’*'5 w, 


:. wager io evaluate the initial oosM .. , 

lion and his team-mates should not have allowed themsetvS^ A- 
io be misled. In a chouette, always think for yourself. - p _j_ : * 
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Rock 

without 

the roll 
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Indoor climbing may teach you 
the ropes, but how easy is it to 
translate that skill to the great 
outdoors? Eric Kendall finds a safe 
foothold on a course in Wales 


Expansive, committed, exposed - stuck. Just 
• a few of the thoughts that can go through 
$ y° UT “ind half-way up a crag: the valley 
floor a distant backdrop to the vital dra- 
ma playing itself out in slow motion, with 
you the star. OK, maybe not quite, but del- 
usions of grandeur come easily when 
you're heading for the top of the "world. 

“Stuck" is by far the most powerful of 
those sensations, and the most important 
for newcomers to the sport. Upward 
progress is the name of the game and go- 
ing backwards is not just undesirable, it’s 
often virtually impossible, making each pos- 
itive move a chess-like calculation. Think- 
ing one or two steps ahead may keep you 
out of trouble on easier climbs, but the 
grandmasters are probably mentally half- 
way up the next cliff before they've finished 
the first. 

You can be stuck for only so long. Then 
myou work out the problem, or you fall off. 
All the while the obvious solution will prob- 
ably have been staring you in the kneecaps 
in the form of a foothold that escaped your 
searching gaze. To your climbing partner 
belaying you at the foot of the diff this hold 
and a multitude of others are invariably and 
irritatingly apparent, despite their remote 
view of the proceedings. 

Just bow calm you remain, while sur- 
veying the vertical and apparently fea- 
tureless reck around you. is a critical factor. 
A cool appraisal of your situation is what's 
needed, but your nerves may tell you other- 
wise, while your muscles - every single one 
of them - just scream. Moderate physical 
as well as mental fitness is essential to climb 



The only way is up: the view may be stupendous, but where do you go from here? 


at any level of expertise: 20-stone bloaters 
need not apply. 

As a potentially hazardous sport, learn- 
ing to climb has special requirements, with 
two distinct aspects: the physical ascent, and 
safety. You can easily concentrate on one 
and let someone else take care of the other. 
Go to an indoor wall and dirab at every 
level with no more safety training than 
learning to wear a harness, tie on to a rope 
and belay your partner, using ropes run 
through permanent bolts at the top of the 
wall. With a bit of care it's about as danger- 
ous as tiddlywinks, and saves the bother of 
going to the hills, maybe getting wet and 
cold, and having to fiddle about learning 
to set up a safe rope system. 

This satisfies the needs of some - it’s 
an athletic endeavour that tests skill, 
strength and stamina, which can provide 
ever harder challenges: a bit like going to 


play squash or football on a Saturday, but 
with racquets replaced by ropes, and studs 
with sticky-soled shoes. But for others it's 
a second best, for want of outdoor op- 
portunities - the Peaks, Scotland and 
Whies are a fair distance from much of the 
population, the Alps even further. This 
leaves a group of dimbers able to shimmy 
up colour-coded artificial rock routes, but 
without a due how to fix a rope and only 
a limited feel for what constitutes a viable 
natural hand-hold. 

Touching Stone is the answer to their 
problems, a two-day course specifically de- 
vised to allow dimbers of all abilities to 
. transfer their skills safely from an indoor 
wall to an outdoor crag, ft is held at Plas 
y B re run, the National Mountain Centre 
in north Wales, where instructors use sur- 
rounding climbs to teach ropework and the 
use of d bribing hardware to set up bomb- 


proof belays. You also get a taste of the ult- 
imate goal of many dimbers: learning how 
to “lead", placing protection and dipping 
in a rope along a route as it’s climbed, 
rather than relying on a rope secured from 
above. It’s a step on the way to bigger dimbs 
and the kind of fluency that sets the expert 
apart 

Speed, grace, agility and confidence 
come not just with endless training on walls, 
but out on the crags which provide the thrill 
of being high and so exposed. 

But whatever level you reach, personal 
responsibility is the key message. Consid- 
ering the stakes involved, it's an alarming 
thought that the rope you set up is your 
sole protection if you fall - but ultimately, 
who better to trust than yourself? 

What you need 

Hue to its roots, ctimhing remains relatively 


simple and uncluttered. First-timers can 
wear whatever dothes they feel comfort- 
able in, though skirts and kilts would be 
considered bad form. 

With sufficient training and abstention, 
tight-fitting, stretchy, Lycra-type clothing 
looks the business. Climbing outdoors 
also requires dothing for full protection 
from mountain weather, according to 
season. 

Trainers or other grippy-soled, flexible 
shoes are fine to start with; ideally, smooth- 
soled rock boots are worn several sizes too 
small to ensure maximum control and to 
enhance their astonishing grip on your feet 
as well as the rock. 

Harness, helmet, ropes and hardware 
are all initially available for use through 
dubs, at indoor walls or on courses. You 
should know how it all works before buy- 
ing your own. 


Where to go 

About 200 artifidal climbing walls are list- 
ed in the British Mountaineering Council's 
(BMC) Climbing Wall Directory which 
costs £250 but is free to members- Write 
to the BMC 177-179 Burton Road, Man- 
chester M20 2BB, enclosing an sae for 
membership information. 

Local walls are usually listed in Yellow 
Pages , sometimes under "Sports Centres”. 
London has several walls, and two dedi- 
cated climbing centres. The Castle (0181- 
211 7000) and Mile End Wall (0181-980 
0289). Wills are also a good source of in- 
formation on clubs and outdoor climbing 
opportunities and often run courses at 
various levels. 

Ibuching Stone, climbing outside for the 
inside climber, is available at Plasy Brenin, 
National Mountain Centre (01690 720214), 
Web site URL: www.pyb.co.uk 


Growing up in a dolls' house 
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Tiny dog leads, 
-miniature door knobs — - 
there's a mini world in 
the making at 
Pu thorough. Sally Staples 
joins the Dolls’ House 
Workshop. 

The four-day course sounded 
just a little intimidating. Deco- 
ratine and electrifying, carving 
tiny pieces of furniture and cre- 
ating miniature room sets sug- 
gested that this was a course for 
serious-minded experts - not the 
sort who would gladly share then- 
tube of slue with a beginner. 

But it proved to be quite the 

opposite- The women who had 
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riS^^orTe^worfebop Miniature maintenance: a tiny spot of decoration 

friendly, humorous ^ accommodate the 11 field, is a retired social worker 

houses she has created from with a talent for "crafty things" 
in the past five years. and a passion for dolls' houses. 
Mary Barclay, from Shef- Her home-made collection m- 


were h u -- 

bunch ranging from the novice 
toyins with a flat-pack kit, to an 
observe dolls’ house maker 
who built an extension to her 


“Join the Literary 
Guild today for 
Choice 

Discount 


Quality, 
and 


on 


U@SQbook. 
See Pages 
54 and 55 " 


dudes a Sixties doctors’ 
surgery, a Nineties modern 
house with a Porsche in the 
garage, a Victorian toy room, 
a teacher’s room she made out 
of a bread box, a chemist’s shop 
and a bridal shop. 

She embroiders the tiny car- 
pets for the staircases and 
spends spare cash on buying 
miniature furniture. But she still 
comes on courses to seek ad- 
vice from tutor Loma Payne. 

“The roost important thing 
1 ever learnt was to -measure, 
check, measure, check and 
check again before you cut 
anything,” she said. “And you 

need a fiesh eye to giveyou new 

ideas. I bought this little brass 
oven for £40 and it just didn’t 
look right Loma suggested I 
should stipple it with black 
paint leaving just the brass rail 
and brass on the door handles. 
When I’d done that it looked 
exactly right for my Victorian 
kitchen. She also instigated the 
idea for stripping a dining suite 
and giving it a different finish,” 


Photograph: John Lawrence 


Mazy has visited America to 
learn more about her hobby 
and likes nothing more than to 
browse round the surprisingly 
large number of miniaturist 
fairs and specialist shops. Her 
husband has insured her hand- 
iwork for £20,000. 

At the other end of the scale 
is Sue Parkes, from Stafford- 
shire, who has had little experi- 
ence in the art of miniatures and 
is painstakingly working on a 
new project She has saved her 
earnings from a part-time job for 
two years to book a place on the 
four-day workshop, at the resi- 
dential adult education college 
located in an old rectory near 
Pulborough in Sussex. 

"There’s not much time, to 
get stuck into a project at 
home, what with working, look- 
. ing after the children, cooking 
and housekeeping,” she said. 
“So this is a nice break. I’ve 
bought a flat-pack kit and 1 
want to make it into a shop that 
sells gardening equipment and 
things for pets. 

“I'm planning to make dog 
baskets with some cane. I can 
do little brooms and dog leads, 
and I’ve got some miniature 


chicken wire for rabbit hutches. 
Tin really clumsy - not talented 
in this way at all. But all you 
need is time, patience and the 
desire to make something and, 
honestly, anyone can do iu it's 
very addictive, too.” 

Shops are as popular as con- 
ventional dolls’ houses. Jean 
Stnchlik, from Worthing, is 
working on a baker's shop with 
living accommodation upstairs. 

“I started making mouse 
houses out of papier-machS for 
my grandchildren,” she said. 
“I’ve always liked working with 
my hands and I’ve drawn quite 
a loL But you don't need any 
special talent to do this. IVe 
bought a kit to make my stair- 
cases but I was really stuck with 
the lighting. Loma has shown 
me how to electrify my shop 
with a copper wire circuit sol- 
dered to the back of the house." 

Jean basset her shop in the 
Twenties, and bought a selec- 
tion of rolls of wallpaper with 
liny scale patterns, and some 
swatches of thin corduroy mat- 
erial to make ihe carpets. The 
chimneybreasts are balsa wood 
and she spent hours cutting, 
painting and sticking pieces of 
old cereal boxes to make hun- 
dreds of tiny tiles for the roof. 
The windows are acrylic and the 
sitting-room floor is paper with 
a parquet design. 

Pat Clay, from Shepperton, 
has no interest in dolls' houses 
but enjoys making what she 
calls “boxes". These vignettes 
or room sets can be decorated 
with stones, pebbles, pieces of 
wood and miniature furniture 
to conjure up Christmas scenes, 
beach pictures, woodland land- 
scapes - anything that catches 
the imagination. Pat has creat- 
ed a Greek island scene as a 
memento for a friend. 

“| enjoy coining here be- 
cause it's therapeutic and it’s fun 
to be with like-minded people. 
I'm not talented but 1 like to be 
creative within a small area. For 


me, being here is adult playing.” 

Pat’s Greek island is con- 
structed out of a Croft Original 
sherry box. She created a 
church by photocopying and en- 
hancing a postcard several times 
and then buQding up the picture 
with paper backing to give it a 
three-dimensional look. She 
has used sand and tiny pebbles 
to give a glistening effect to the 
beach, and nibbed some soil on 
plastic strips to give an extra- 


ordinarily authentic impression 
of old Greek flooring tiles. 

Tutor Loma, who founded 
the East Midlands Miniaturist 
Association in 1991 and won a 
scholarship from the Inter- 
national Guild of Miniature 
Artisans to study her subject in 
America, acts as a sounding- 
board, giving help and advice to 
students where it is wanted. 
"Some people are purists and 
others just want to have fun,” she 


said. Tm there to give them 
ideas and to help them achieve 
whatever they have in mind.” 

A four-day residential dolls' 
house workshop at the Old Rec- 
tory, Finleworth, near Pulborough 
in Sussex (01 798 865306), costs 
from £188 including juU board. 
A similar course is run by Pat 
Cutforth at Shaw Farm, Lock- 
eridge, Marlborough in Wilt- 
shire (01672-861228). 



THE INDEPENDENT 

Miniature 
Standard Hibiscus 


for only £14.95 — inc. p&p 

These very showy shrubs are grafted on to stems 60cm 
tall, the shrub itself forming a bushy head on top of the 
stem. Hibiscus need a good sunny spot to do well but that 
is about, all they ask so they fit quite happily into shrub 
borders where their 60cm stem can be used to great 
advantage. They also look very good grown in patio 
planters. 

Hibiscus are amongst the latest of shrubs to come Into leaf 
(generally around late May) and flower during September/ 
October, giving a glorious display of exotic bloom right up 
to the first frosts of winter. . 

Our offer is for one of these 
spectacular shrubs for £14.95 or 
2 for £25.95. Choose from the 
following colours: blue, pink or 
white with maroon throat. 


How to order 

i SpakfiOg (01775) 762345 for 
* enquiries and 24 hour ouefit caid 
ortflr service OR ED ki coupon 
quoting your AcoassMsa/ Mastercard 


PO, NOCASH please, to: 

THE INDEPENDENT 'HIBISCUS’ OFFER 
P.O, BOX 50. SPALDING, 
LINCOLNSHIRE PE11 3SX 

»» U* ody. 


Pkww sllow 26 days fordaOvcry, 



Please sand me Httscus © £14.95aacftor£2S.95far2 

Choice of Colour EfcieO PinkPT) White Pi 
J endow mychat^PO (address on back) mads payable to: 
Newspaper Pubfishing WD782, or please debit my Access/ 
Vlsa/Maslercaid account witii the sum of £ 


njTT 

: 1 1 1 1 1 r 

ttti 

Please uss BLOCK CAPITALS. 

Expbydate; 


NamefMGMrBASBa/Ms) 



Attest 

- 

1 



Stanaoue 


-- — w MWW'I i nytywwv MTftn, 

PO BOX 60. 8PALDING, LINCOLNSHIRE, PE11 3SX. 

PfaMo jefc thto bog H you do not wteh to mcaha 6-aun 

bwnNEWSTWEn Pft&JSHINGS PIC. or tarn 
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TEL: 01 71 293 2222 


PERSONAL 

FAX:0I7I 293 2505 


TO RESPOND TO ANY 
Voice personals ADVERTISEMENT, CALL- 

0891 862 117 

AND FOLLOW THE EASY INSTRUCTIONS. 

24 HOURS A DAY! 

tCalk cost 50p per minute at all times) 


m m • THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 


0800 216 318 

"SS1&J 

r At i MONDAY-miDAY 9AM-8PM. -■§ 


WOMEN 

SEEkEM, 




mM 


part first base. Cherture. 

113361 

BRIGHTON BELLE 
Fun-towng. w on. stim, attrac- 
tive. professional Mania, with 
GSOH. 36, m«Ii» Mar roots, 
36-40. tor pooribia rom a nce. 


LADY SEEKS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC— 

...or obeyed Ramon Cazhofie 
gontteman. lor possMs 
romonc*. My tatorun ■ mate, 
poetry, Anafi out, walks, 
nature, Dwtere, drama. norm 
Us- Are you a osrwfna. WnO, 
towng souk 26-48? South Wert 

area. -0-3380 

MAKE K LAUGHI 

WWnlOnO. DQi P«my TQm«|l%, 

37. passion tor fonfaugftttr. 
would Hte to sham Wo wah N®, 
sincere, tal mate, to tndnds 
romance. What ham you got Id 
tosa but lonttnaM? Surras 

■ZT3325 

PROFESSIONAL? 
Soptasbcatad and attractive, 
blonde fcmoie, seeks tat, pro- 
fessional. handsome male. 33- 
45. tor fun days out. lazy after- 
noons. carefla u drawn. weak- 
ends away and romance. 


BROKEN-HEARTED 
Curvy, aquarian fematn. 41, 
dark hair, 57", enjoys flt'ngs 
mysterious A muSHftnonsion- 
ai. cmemas. travel. laughter, 
philosophy, seeks fond. honest 
committed, open-minded, tafl. 
solvent, sorted male. 40-50. 
deep eyes, k* menashipfrwa- 

tonshtn. 113403 

FREE SPffUrm CORNWALL 
Bnghi. spiritual, country-loving 
female. 20. enjoys spontanoCy. 
The Loveflers. ramdrif, good 
food and red wine, seeks 
grounded male, to share her 
loumev with- 11336B 
SOUTH HANTS FEMALE 
warm, attractive, s Urn brunette. 
5*6*. HIS. enjoys good conver- 
sation. theatre, outdoor pur- 
suits. sattng, god etc; seeks 
special mala; 50-60, for com- 
pantondap. possible relation- 

sWp TT3320 

ONE M MILUON 
Vivadous, attractive brunette, 
29. seeks ML athlete, profes- 
sional guy, 30s. for Mend a l ilp l 
relationship HampehrreflHome 

Counties. 113401 

SPORTY A ADVENTUROUS 
Sim, attractive, red-headed 
female, 32, 6\ looking for Mr 
Right Are you tad, 30- some- 
thing, professional, indepen- 
dent, weWravelad but st* sm- 
gte7 Pham now. South Coast! 


EVER HOPEFUL 
Articulate. ■ stfm. affectionate, 
divorced. Afncan/Cartibaan 
lady; 40s. West Ywks baaed. 
Irons cutters, conversation, val- 
ues Rfe, wants to be cherished, 
seeks NIG, professional, (Sack 
mala. GSOH. for fnerateWp. 


LUTUml'-TA 


MON-TECHNOLOGICAL 
STim. fit. country-taring and 
working female graduate. 44, 
seeks Norfolk male, for walks, 
cinema, music and meals out. 
Norio*. msoe 


SAJLOR AHOY1 


sfcnOar Interests, 25-35, for 
fna ndaW p. poea&to retation- 


T1HEDOF 

COOKING FOR ONE? 

Me too. AArentorous. attractive 
female; 28. seeks ML fur-lov- 
ing mate. 28-38, tor friend- 

M |,w l -Ml ■ ■■ ■Mn —i 

JftpTMHTOvqpk JUK OMUlm. 


travel. Independent On 
Sunday, hope you do too. 
VWYbriahira H31B1 
FEY BRUNETTE 
Attractive, very loving, tatsO- 
gent tamata. 29, a hum aocan- 
me. adores animato. music. 
oounbyKfa. esoteric arts, hav- 
ing fun. seeks protective, 
tumorous, MeOoart. wefl-bred 
male, 35-42. to watch the 
stare. Glastonbury area.' 

Ban 

TOTAL WOMAN 
SEEKS TOTAL MAN 
Are you MB, handsome, 
mature, professional, active, 
sjngte mate, 35-457 lama sto- 
gie, black, dassy. educated 
and opervmindiid tmnaJe. 57". 
32. Race not an Issue. 113156 
FAIR-HAIRED 

Sfim, Angto-ttafan {ornate, 32, 
living to the Putney ante, would 
enjoy the company, of a weB- 
m a o ne re d mala, of a atrntar 
age, tor a long-term happy reta- 
tionstlip. 113182 

ADVENTUROUS 
COUMNION WANTED 
Are you an adventurous, affoc- 
tkxrafe? Wan-educated mala, 
35-45? Am you totamsfed in 
the great outdoors? Do you 
want to travel to more exotic 
places? Female, 30s, saaks 
you. for (riantfeMpfromance. 

113134 

TWO'S COMPANY 
Are you 0V, fair, madtam bufld, 
lun-kmno. IndepandanL ad- 
vert. N!S. 3S-40? Then Ms Mir 
female; 33, 5V, would Mato 
hear from vou! H3177 
> * SSKH4G A FRIEND 

Chinese tomato; 3^ studying In 
UK. enjoys music. resting, 
«ms and travel, seeks profes- 
sional, honest educated, tag, 
sflm, white mate, 34-40, wBh 
good taste, N/S, lor friendship. 
London area. 113159 
GORGEOUS CELUST 
kttefflgartt, sflm female, 35, 
seeks warm, commreilcathre, 
professional male, to share cul- 
tural pwsuBs, country wafts, 
interesting conversation. NW 

area. TT316B 

LADY SEEKS 
ROMAN CATHOLIC- 
...or strayed RiC ganttoman, 
tor posstote romance. My inter- 
ests: music, poetry, tflrtng ouL 
wafts, natroe. theatre, drama, 
home He. Are you a genuine, 
kind, tawing sou, 26-48? South 
West 


Attn 

res-s 


HERY BRUNETTE 
Attrective. intelligent female. 
29. a BUM eccentric, very tow- 
ing, adores animals, music, 
countryside, esoteric aits, hav- 
ing fun,, sasks protective, 
bumorouB; Mefigent, watered 
mate. 35-42, to wakh the stare. 


SMGLELADY 

Young lady. 29. enjoys music, 
careflefit dinners and wine, 
seeks romantic, attrective 
male. tor. f riend s hip. Lancs 

area- H2913 __ 

CHESHIRE LADY 
Artteutate. attrective, enjoys 
waftdng.tNkktg.MHtre.miMC.. 
tffrtteg, seeks sfeofe. sane, sof- 
vent, socMbte mri*. 35+. Could 


BE MY LIBRARY • 
Fernate. 31. Ikes music, books, 
ctoama. Seeks Oxford-educat- 
ed. eodabia, atieera. honest 
male. 30-36, should possass 
OSOH, tor IrtandsWP and refe- 
llonahlp. DurharrYLrerdon arse. 


CAN YOU VALUE ME? 

I am a confident and shxare. 
soptiiattcatad. yet down-to- 
earat, attrective. 40-eomeMng 
female. ktoUng tor a valued 
male. NW London/Cantofklge- 

*812940 

FANCY A CHALL9fG£? 
Outgoing, intellgenL ganutae, 
fun-loving tamale, 34, 5'fi - , 
ertoys archeology, museums, 
dubs, putts, enjoys Be to the 
lufl, seeks tati. ettrecMe, Watt- 
gent mate. GSOH. wth sknlar 
nterssta. tor Wendstito. poaal- 


PARTNOt FOR LIFE 
SBm, attractive, dfeoroed, 
African lady, 36. GSOH. wttfi 
one son. varied interests, seeks 
genuine. Mnd. honeat. roman- 
tic, iamky loving, professkm- 
alfbuakiassman, 43+. for kmg- 
tanm commkmenL No Cma- 
wastars please. London area. 
■0-2958 

GORGEOUS CaUST 
InteNgent, slim female. 35. 
seeks warm, comnuttosttve. 
professional mate, to share cii- 
iuraf pursuits, country walks. 
intew atltto conversation. NW 
**' 

Independent Irttfigert. attrac- 
tive, wtfty, thouditfuL sporty, 
unMchy female; 33, 5V, aaeks 
atitiellc. HtelGgenL profession- 
al, In te resting & humorous, 
honourable male, 30-40ish, 
5*11*+, mascuhte not naan- 
darthal, tor friendsi^ first 
Wftst Sussex based. tT2874 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Very attrective. sfim, affection- 
ate. Uvefy, professional, 
dhoroed lady, mid-3Qs, 5V. no 
chfldren, N/S, GSOH, Hkee 
countryside, wafting, restau- 
rants, cinema, tun, saaks taker, 
protesetorol gent, under 45. 



I-; . s'v k 


COULD CHANGE YOUR LIFE 


i my svf H hap pww whom yam 
ImmI tqMd ft. Or should I say where 
you {east expect ft, WHo'd have thought pladng 
a personal ad would lead to something like this. I was 
looking, to meet a lew nice people. But then there was 
Chris. Wowf Funny, cute, and so sweet. Now we're ncrf 
talking marriage hoc. Weil, not just yet.. .9 7 

1o place your awn FREE personal ad, call 

0800 216318 


EVEN THF CALL IS FREE 


For FREE (fve assistance from a Afoice Personals* representative 
col MondajrFriday 9cnr8pm. 

>£. 

%# • THE INDEPENDENT 

Voice personals 

Voice Personals* appears in The Independent each Saturday 
• and in The Independent on Sunday 



IsrrOPi look? 


Young, goodteoHna 
tog. whtts mala. 23. 

Isnp ft. soctooctog, prtw. ctoe- 
ma. saaks attractive, fan 
female, agsAwteur untinpor- 
tant. fDrtrfBndswprtWtonsWp. 




25, 

car driving, sodal drinking, 
saaks tfmBar. caring, undar- 
standbn tamals, 25-35. must 
Iks chwlron. for friendship! 
maybe mure. Neweastte-rexm- 




SEEKING WONDERFUL MAN 
PeSs, aflecttanate & eating, 
professional female, ywnq 36, 
seeks handsoma, mtoliioant 
mala, 35-45. tor compart orv- 


UTTLE TREASURE 
SUghtty bohemian, attractive, 
pmralonai lady. 50. saaks 
youthful gent, N18, who anjoys 
homo lie, travel, tta arts, good 
conversation and has advan- 
tore In Mb aouL Harts. 9F3364 
CALLING! 

Thoughtful, sometimes chal- 
lenging female, always opti- 
mistic and Interesting to ba 
with, enfoyii eyeing, taking & 
my wok. seeks mate. 4550, 
wSh positive, snaigetic outtoak. 
from N.ShropshirQ/N.WaJes/ 

S-Ctieartre. 2T3345 

O SOLO NO-NO 
Connected, creative, active, 
sptotuaL sorted, funtoHng, pro- 
fessional woman, 51, N/S. 
saaks laid-back mate compan- 
ion, to share, laughs, hols, 
wafts. Bs mid Jerry Lea Lewis, 

SW, P‘3392 

THE ICING IN THE CAKE 
Affectloneta, understamting 
iwnale, S3, GSOH, king on toe 
cake someone to share things 
with, enjoys life, walking. Bas- 
ing. traveling, looking tar 
-happy, easygoing. M mrte, 4& < 
. 55, for testing reJattarisfcfe., 
South! YT3383 A ■ 
LTFERATE, LIVELY WOMAN 
Female, 50, IMng to London, 
seeks reasonably new man, 
who enjoys pubs, ctoama, tak- 
ing, wafttog & reacting, who 
doesn't object to smoking. 

■B’3400 

STYLISH & SPARKLING 
Attrective. stylish, brun otto 
tody, 43, looks younger, no ties, 
enjoys travel and adventure, 
aeons professional male, 35- 
49. N/S. w«h sknBar Interests, 
tor hlendshlp/ratalfonship. 
Aberdeen area. P3167 
SOUL MATE REQUIRED 
Lovely. ®*rn, attractive, profaa- 
stonal lady, occastana) smoker, 
kxMig tor love, seels emotion- 
ally aware, professional male. 
44-54. Hertfordshire area. 
1*3176 


Exocutfva, stylish, atm, attrac- 
.tiva, very rtfectionata and o*v 
onre fomste. youig 40s, tows 
muMO and lha arts, aaaks mate, 
42-60. BRSCutivaforofessionaL 
with skrtter quotes, tor pemw- 
nert. happy natetianMp. Fyftfe 

coesf ana: ttatis 

SURREY LADY 
Attractive, aim. It ferrate, 45, 
seeks ro dr cftnbJng compan- 
ion, tor occasional outings, 
Engtand/WMas, good looks, 
jntertpence appreciated loo.. 

SIMPLY THE BEST 
Creative, humane. Mack lady, 
enjoys travel, laughter, current 
attars, cycling, ctoama. cook- 
ing, seeks fun-loving, bright, 
creative, bteck/trtxsd race 
male. 3545, wflh Imfvtdually 
and warmth. London area. 

193151 

SEEKMG 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Independent, educated lady. 
enjoys travoL keep fit ctoama. 
oouteyskte, seeks ted. gen- 
uine. prafsestonai mate. 50-60. 
tor Mandat#, jxssfely more. 
Surrey area- -g3l 62 

ARE YOU THE ONE? 
Vegetarian female, 40-soma- 
thtog. Interests todutta rmdfea- 
Uon, classical music, health 
issues, seeks vegetarian 
Inclined mrte, of skniu age. 

■v “123142 

GRADUATE WOMAN— 
'..jieeks men who remembera. 

' 'The Beatles, The Eatfa. The 
Appteyantos, He’s prnsedon- 
al. solvent, grammar school 
educated, free to enter whole- 
hearted serious relationship. 
Leo/sagtitarius would do. She 
Is tovefy, funny and serious too. 

•03125 i. 

SUSSEX COAST LADY 
Attractive, werm. caring, edu- 
cated, slim widow, irod-GOs, 
many interests, seeks protas- 
stonaVacademlc male, tor 
friendship, posslbte relatkm- 
flhte. grgl4S 


bMp- TT3145 

SEEKING A FR1Q4D 
Divorced, allm, ettractivs unl- 
vsnfty teacher ft UnguteL 43, 
5^, from West Yorkshire, toves 
otitura, oonvereation, laughter, 
fftow. vraWng. most sports, 
peace, beauty and fret, soaks 
mole, 35-50, N/S. with SknBar 
totewstelbaduiiarad. *2980 


ONE IN A UILUON 

ProfeeslonaL atytteh, black 
female. STCT.' with GSOH. 
seeks spqnteneous male. 33- 
. 39, N/S. tar tin and romance- 
London. 1T2945 


MIN 

SEEKING 

M'O.MEN 


CRABBY CANCSt 
Easygoing, sensitive, caring 
maii Vi. S1CT, N/a enjoys 
sortrtfetog, sports, (fining ouL 
cinema, places of Interest, 
oocntry wafts, seeks Werxfly 
tamata, 30+-, to share Be and 
krteresta. Hertfordshire area. 


SEARCHING FOR 
SOULMATE 

Tal, vegetarian, blond male, 
youno-loofctng 41, medium 
build, good draw same, loves 
everything to London, alea trav- 
utitog to the countryside end 
abroad, seeks Hka-mtoded 
female. 30s, for Mendahlp, 


QUENCH YOUR 
THIRST FOR LOVE— 
..tend rrdnel ThougWful attrac- 
tive, tactile, caring, outwardly 
oortktent, toward^ shy guy. w# 
make your spine tingle, while 
stimutailng your mtod. Seeking 
pens female. 25-34. London/ 
Wdlands area. g3338 
LATIN LOVE 

yifernt, handaome, mature, 
friendly, DnanokiBy secure, pro- 
fesstonal mats, anjoyv satss 
dancing, the cuts, travel, cine- 
ma, sport, keeping (It sasks 
attractive female, 33-35, for 
romance and relationship. 


SOUTH WEST MALE 
Highly creative, fff. Quiet, funny, 
sincere mate, early 40s, young 
appearance, no ties, Hkas 
music, wfld country, Celtic 
fringe, seeks warm, sensitive 
lady; 28-40, for companionship 
to beautiful locations. 1T33B? 

UNSOCIALISED RAWNESS 
Romantic, creative, slim, 
unpretentious. good-tooWog, 
male graduate, 43, 5*11', 
enjoys foe countryside, seeks 
Individual, sanative, sfim. 
shapely female, for loving ft 
supportive relationship. North 
weatteteewhera. «3393 . 


WATTING FOR A REPLY 
Male postgraduate, 46. N/8. 
aspiring prtymflth, 'seeks tote»- 
gent creative, tacOe, younger; 
unattached female, for posslbte 
carious relationship. Hampshire/ 
Surrey borders. 1>3402 
BALANCED 
INTELLECTUALLY 
neasonaUe-tooMng male, mld- 
40s, 59". brawn colouring, 
board. GSOH. seeks Interest- 
ing, thtoktog women. GSOH. 
arty age. lor friendship and 
affection- London. 1*3391 
SEEKING 

SOMEONE SPECIAL 
Christian male. 48. Iftea read- 
ing, walking, drama, theatre, 
seeks Christian tamale, 35-45. 
tor friendship and retattonehlp. 

EastAnofa. 1T33S1 

MEET YOUR CRITERIA? 
Professional, rettabte, ertfou- 
tete. heekhy, adventurous, hon- 
est male, young-tooktog 49. 
N/S. with higher degrees. 
Beaks siroBar. attractive, warm 
female, 3542. far relationship. 
Scotland based. -83371 
WOHOLY ft WISE 
Humorous, tal male; young- 
looking 49, 5ST, enjoys travel, 
eating fed, rewflng. films, 
music; seeks pteasart lady, ifo 
to 45, any rationality; tor rate- 
tionshki. S Bucks. 1T3382 
HELLUVA GUY 
Active, tit; goorHooktog mete, 
loves Ufa. seeks sfim, very 
attractive. uncomplicated 
female, 35-45, ter romanoe. NE 

Uncs. TT3365 

EAST TO TALK TO 
Professional, well-educated, 
artiertets male, youfhtui 50. 
GSOH, social coructance, 
enjoys finer tttings ol Be. seeks 
attractive, uncomplicated. Inde- 
pandent female. 40s. to stare 
the good Bfe. London/Essex 

baaed. 1T338S 

ALTERNATIVE L'AUOUR? 
Kind, easygoing, attractive. 
professtanaL (B, Indian mate. 
38. 5. enjoys feughtog, yoga, 
aHamative therapy, theatre, 
travel, seeks stim/rnedtom-bu#, 
warm female, any natfanafty, 
tor romance- London/SE area. 
TT33B8 


THE BEST 

Shoaro, tojrt. rommtfc, 
gent, good-iooktog. CanSR 
male, 25, snr, enjoys music, 
movies, tnm L wrtks. »e**o 
. that special female, l or tasting 

mfedonahlft TT3357 

LONDON BASED 
Sfim male. 29. dart hair. Has 
drama, travel, reacting, anting 
cut, facto* dbtikas MUtod 
Podfto, seeks cheeky female. 
23-33. 113322 _ 

ROVERS RENDEZVOUS? 
Tati. dark, handsome mala. 26. 
seeks Vera, for possible 
romance. Chips and gravy 
essential part of Hrat date. 
London. TT3349 

BRIGHT IDEAS 
Bright, energetic male, 26, STT. 
medium bdkL artoya music. IR- 
eratue, seeks tamals. 20-27. 
wtih dmfiar fntarasts, tor ftlend- 
shfp/rsteHonalilp. London 
TY3394 

LAUGHTER & ADVENTURE 
Inteigert. enthuMstic, good- 
looking male. 27, loves Bfe. 
Crawl, sport ctoama. arcfcagoJ- 
ogy. seeks InapIratlonaL attrao- 
trro. wm a nti p ferrate. 24-35. 
London area. V3347 
HELLO, HOW ARE YOU? 
Male. 27. loves music, food. 
cmema. drinking, seeks storiter 
female. N/S. for good times. In 
tin London area. It 3372 
RESK-IS4T ROMANTIC 
IrfloSgent goocHooktog. witty 
male. 2B, ff, into theatre, dtolng 
art, wafldnft ctoama, comerea- 
tiori. seeks simter tamale. 25- 
45. no ties, tor fun. friendship/ 
rsMonship. wN travel. 
Coventry; 1t3335 

ARE YOU FOR HE? 

TAB, outgoing, attractive male. 
29. into mterasttog places, 
nights out, pubs and tore music, 
seeta sfim fem ale. IM P- East 
Mtefends area. g3327 
SOMETIMES 
OFFTHEWAU— 
-telways off the cuff. ..but never 
off the peg. CaH and see. If a 
nice guy Hu me, coted sutt a 
nice qM Hke you. 1T3389 
MEET MEM 

THE GR6B< GLEN 
Mala actor. 34, seeks storwe 
female, arty aga/nationaBy, for 
tang-term relrtonshlp. London 


NIGHT OWL 

Energetic, professional irate, 
29, 61'. Into gym, music, dub- 
btog and the best that Hfe has to 
offer, seeks hwvtovtog female. 
20-32. ter hectic ragfifis and 
chU-ote days. Hampshire. 
113370 


Mure may _ r>c»a. uno™" 0 
b ^ 9 °Lb^ftUVUGHTra —_ 


WetobuB mete. 35. e'.Btesdrr- 

aajajBfeSS 

ran. Londori^ E ama. H334S_ 
TwETOUR WORLD UICTOLD 

5snr&!« 

respect and leugMer. s eeks 

famal8. &4a ta 

tbnea into (he future. SE/Bristol 


gBL-a?^ W8M 

ASPeOALLOVEI 
Handsome, successful, very 
affedtanate. guaBty mate. 37. 
ff. dark hair, seeks solvent, 
attractive, da mW 
aware, elegant fomate, 28-38, 
without ties, tor a tovtog rate- 
Umtilp. Manchester, area. 


STYUSH LADY SOUGHT 
Outgoing, adventurous and 
unusual female, wttii panache, 
und erefan d i ng ate Arm person- 

a 25-55- Myself? Loving 
38. looking for a caring, 
werm, affectionate companion. 

SiWW. 113334 . 

SEEKING SOUL MATE 
Taft sfim male, young 38. var- 
ied Interests, seeks »m Jvaly, 
corihg female, 25-35, GSCH 
for friendship, posstate relattan- 
shto. London. 1T3384 
WONDER AT IT AH— 
Traveling. thkMng. dreaming, 
reading, rock ft blues tarring, 


caring female, 36-55, 
N/S, tor friendship, 
UMmvIi arm. 


QUESTION— 

Are you a very femfolne. 


tafl, ftt, tefee mate cydW, tea 
30s, seeks bright attractive 
temete, to share laughtnr end 
romance. Bristol, Sw area. 



NlCEBtXTKE 

Tafl. sflm, handsome, witty, rich 
mate, not normaffy this modest 
would l y prectere the company 
of an Independent woman, of 
wit, Intagrityand beauty, bom to 
the 1960s. BrtsloL g3387. 

ABETTER LIFE 
Attractive mala. 40, Into skUng. 
horses, country life, motor- 
bikes. travel, ana a* the better 
things in Ife, seeks attractive, 
caring, positive female, 20-40. 

Mkfiandsaraa 113384 

LOTS OF NEW ENERGY 
Professional, sflm, ectocatad. 
Christian male, 40; own home, 
seeks female companion, to 
share Be and totmesfe. Kent 


Influence? » than can. 


POETIC KNIGHT— 

.jn tarnished amww; 25, cooks 
mean koroM, pesston torwtty 
convaraatfon ft Pizza, saaks 
pretty. toteNgert. damsels m 
distress, tor friendship, fun, > 
convarsafion and good Bmas. 

mas 

EAST SUSSEX, WEST KENT 
Literate, older, left-wing, artist 

- 

end out to the woods planting, 
feang. log^ng. prafere 
womarfs company, eapackteir 
those wttti dark hato'eyea, 
preferably N/S, for a rteaxed. 


. LETS GET TOGETHER 

PiotaestawBy octocatad male. 
60s. M'S. m. Iftas musk; waft- 
ing. gardening, world travel, 
sasks female, N/a SO*, for 
sharing and caring ralMtonshlp- 


H OR OUT OF LONDON 
TMLa&m.weiMrBnieBed.raman- 
tkrnefs mcentiy rammed from 
abroad, looking tor fun-tovtog 
tx4 Wnd female companion, 28- 
38, to anfoy good times togetiv 
ar. 113184 


MEN 
SF.l KING 
MEN 


CAUJNO YOUR HEART 
Gey, slim. good-tooUhg, nen- 
scem mala. 2a STT.aws dne- 
ma. pubs, (fining out, saaks tal, 
han d soma male. 28-40, also 
norvecane. tor romantic rela- 
tionship. Southampton area. 

113374 

TIME FOR A CHANGE 
Yeung guy, late 20s, new to 
scene, seeks starter mate, tor 
ton. friendship, posatVy more, 
113332 . 

SPECIAL OFFER! 

40 but sttfl hi data! Educated, 
eclectic, unique catch, not ugly 
mate. likes pofldcs, currant 
affairs, food, u rams it. massive 
arts Interests, seeks new male. 


■ HERDSMAN 
Sim, non-scene, ■tratahtfook-. 
ingfecting male, 22, fn", short 
brown hair, grey eyas, enjoys 
ohuich/chorwchart music, cin- 
ema, pubs, eating out, cosy 
nights in. seeks omfiar male, 
20-28, for fflendsttip/retation- 
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.list FRIENDS 


ASHTON FRBTOS 
Strafotn tamale, 33, seeks 
straight female Wands, 3CM0. 
to share ocoestanrt rtighis out 
shopping, conversation, laugh- 
ter ft tore MendiMp. Ashton 


MOROCCO BOUND 
Uomcanmd mate. 33. seeks 
fun female companion, tar win- 


SALISBURY ARTIST 
Mato, wttm other artists, 
male/female. 2Ds-40s, N/S, to 
print draw and to e«toange 
ideas. 113138 

rrs good to talk 

Prolaestanri male, 40+. artoye 
music, travel, ctaema. theatre, 
seeks female Wends, 35+, for 
friendship, ou tlnflB, converaa- 
tlon. London. 113395 


7ci- 
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Independent Hearts 



i ' CtWAYl 


Professional Londoners 
enrich their social lives 
by meeting others 
through a diverse range 
of social i cultural 
events. Call Breakaway 
(ages 23-43) 0181 991 



EVENTS • CLUB ■ MAGAZINE 
5cnp* Apm nr fir apmi in iagfe 
In mg We on hd? you leaner [roar 
breai-up. ebane e dauog J^enc). 
rpiee up jw fxml tfr or Rml dr 
best opuoar in im?le iravei. 
Fa deufli of nor Banjac staqaane. 
nsuoamdr dob ead social enaus 
profnimM. wwJ u S.\E lo ike 
addles telon For infunnation and 
tree sdm*. tafl PI8I 749 ?“4.A 
Sinek Aprs. Sgiie ??. 10 Barlej 
London W4 4PR 
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GAY MEN 

Form long term relationships 
through 

Significant 

Others 

the Introduction Bureau for 
Professional Gay Men 
0171 4995939 


Charities 


THEY NEED YOUR HELP... 

We have over 160 rescued animals in our care from Horses, Cats, Farm 
animals and wildlife and have been established since 1967. 

HELP VS TO HELP THEM... 

No animal is ruined away from our 
doors regardless of size, type or 
background. We are here co help 
animals. Ws provide a safe haven for 
life, though we are always desperate 
for funds. We know that no-one has 
unlimited supplies of money, but every 
Utile helps. lr you feel you can help, 
however small, we would be grateful. 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP. 


attached? 

SEEKING ROMANCE? 



JOIN CINEUNK 

Socialise around 
Cinema/ Arts events in 

central London 

Tet 0181 800 4822 

or send 5AE to 
138 Lordship Road 
London N16 QQL 


Meg tam'd No. 3448157 

Tels 01359 240843 

PflBfiKT-MB-MOT ANIMAL SANCTUARY 


Chat Lines 


t /te PJtx^4ij2 cZ'lf<z 

o ■ o 



INSTANT CONNECTIONS 24HRS 

VS 45 WOMEN 

-ON LINE- 

0891 708057 


Lectures & Meetings 
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W ^ an £' n § about team buses and car parks can purify the air 
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MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 
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bus whore 

ball ,hcm after fooi- 

n , a Oui come the 
? yc T 'heir hair siill da m p 

fromihcsh^apd 

*™ rd «■ bus the 
requests start. h 

Or you can find them by ihc 
gates of the home player? car 
g»rk. ch.-m.nj. to the commis- 
Stonaire - “Lcs been through 
g--.. yeah?.. What about 

- until a BMW or a Saah 
fiJJtles up to the exit with a 
*amjliar face behind the wheel. 
A knot Of supplicants slows the 
saloon s progress; excitement 
s as lht driver's window 
slides - automatically - down. 

Autograph hunters. It’s a 
curious name lor them, as they 
are invariably the reverse of 
hostile. More like potential 
victims, in fact, putting 


themselves on the line, half 
hopeful, half fearful of being 
shunned or ignored. 

As a reporter, you seek 
different things from sporting 
protagonists - a comment, a 
line, a reaction. When dead* 
lines loom, it is tempting to 
regard those desperately pre- 
ferring pens and paper to the 
subject of your enquiries as an 
irksome intrusion. 

Pur- lease! We are pro- 
fessionals! Can't you see we 
have a job to do? Kindly stand 
aside! 

Linford Christie, 1 swear, 
used to delight in choosing such 
moments to address every 
request with the utmost dili- 
gence, knowing he was making 
the Fourth Estate sweat on 
their edition limes. But 1 
digress. 


Inconvenient as the seekers 
after autographs may be to we 
seekers after truth, they are 
ignored at the peril of any 
sport - or, by extension, those 
who write about it. Like plums, 
they purify i he air. 

j have a programme for the 
1973 Amateur Athletic Asso- 
ciation Championships which 
were held at Ciystal Palace. On 
it are several names which will 
always be associated with 
particular memories of that 
Saturday. 

Andy Carter - caught him 
on the baek straight after he 
had broken the British 80(lm 
record. Big smile. David Jenk- 
ins - found him clambering up 
the steps of the main stand. 
Brisk, bright, friendly. Alan 
Puscoc - got him os he was 
pulling on his tracksuit. He 


nearly fell and did himself an 
injury as he balanced my pro- 
gramme on one knee. “Ol- 
ympic star's carver ended by the 
stroke of a pen... tragic 
accident robs British athletics 
of top hurdler". 

I also cany another mem- 
ory of that sunny afternoon. 
Strolling amund the outside of 
the arena, ] noticed Geoff 
Capes, Britain's fearsome shot- 
puncr, talking to someone who 
1 now realise must have been 
from the Press. 1 waited at a dis- 
tance for about five minutes 
until the giant policeman was 
alone. “Excuse me, Geoff.” 1 
said. “Can I have your auto- 
graph please?” I couldn’t. 
“You've got to pay for that now. 
son,” he said, walking away. 

In one moment my love for 
the sport of athletics was 


destroyed: I walked from thot 
stadium broken and dis- 
traught. 

All right, it wasn't as bad as 
that. But it mattered to me al 
the time, and 1 felt the hum3- 
iatkm every autograph seeker 
sometimes finds. 

I had made my first sortie 
into the world of fandom a few 
years earlier by writing 10 Mar- 
tin Peters. To be more specif- 
ic, I sent him a 16 stanza - well, 
let’s be kind to an 1 1 -year-old 
and call it verse. 

The idea was that lYneis was 
the sole survivor of a West Ham 
injury crisis, and was thus 
obliged to take on the cham- 
pions of the era, Leeds, on his 
own. “The left foot passes to 
right foot, he’s off and away he 
goes, the micrpassingof his feet 
bamboozles the others so..." 


I think you can guess the 
rest 

By return, I got the poster 
torn from Goal magazine 

which 1 had sent him to sign. 

It said: “Best wishes, Mar- 
tin Ftteis." I was thrilled. 

1 o ol ong at the envelope, 1 
saw it had been posted at 1Z30 
in Romford. Perhaps he had 
put it into the pillar box him- 
self? No, probably he'd got 
someone to do that for him. 
But the signature - blue ink, 
down in the left hand comer - 

that was his. Martin Peters 
had looked at this poster. Mar- 
tin Peters had touched this 
poster. Whit until 1 tell them at 
school. 

In April of last year, a jour- 
natistic assignment took me to 
Leamington Spa - no, really - 

1*1 J iLn ..AAAl'tl ivf 


meeting the man whose time- 
less classic of 1969, Goals From 
Nowhere, was my set text of the 
time. “Go on, my son,” I’m 
shouting as the boys come run- 
ning up, aD shouting and jump- 
ing on me. The crowd’s gone 
potty. Must have looked greaL 

As Peters - greyer now, but 
still with that trademark side 
parting - paused in the lobby 
of the hall where he had been 
speaking, 1 felt myself stepping 
pul and away from ray profes- 
sionally present self like Patrick 
Swayze in Ghost. From man to 
fan. 

Words came out of my 
mouth in keeping with the ten- 
tative traditions of fandom. 
“Excuse me. Martin. Would 
you mind signing this?” 

It said “Best wishes. Martin 
Peters.” I was thrilled. 
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Japan’s little big 

l £ riar ' still on the 
i learning curve 
in London 
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$ 


The latest visitor to the 
Budokwai judo club is 
the diminutive but 
formidable Hirotaka 
Okada, who is in this 
country to seek ways of 
combating the bruisers 
now dominate the 
: where guile and 
grace once held sway. 

Philip Nkksan took on 
Japan’s double world 
champion on the 
fighting mat - briefly. 


Hirotaka Okada did hot look 
the part of a double world 
:bampion. Relatively short at 
five foot eight (1.70 metres), 
with a chubby face, a slightly 
plump girth and an easy smile, 
he did not seem anywhere near 
as bruising as many other visi- 
tors who step through the door 
jf The Budokwai in London, 
the oldest judo club in Europe. 

I remember a Russian from 
Vladivostock a couple of 
months ago — all grim sinews — 
and Pedro Soares from Portu- 
gal, hungry for international 
medals; and our homegrown 
ilay Stevens. Over six foot to a 
fjhan and each brandishing an 
abdominal six-pack. 

In any case, this was Okada's 
first experience of Hies day, 
the Budokwai's strong, high- 
grade night, where quarter is 
neither expected nor given. 

He would be edgy, I mused. 
They always are. 

“Onegaishimas!" I deliv- 
ered the formal invitation for 
a randori — the free-fighting 
practice which, ou such occa- 
sions, is more of a rumble than 
an exchange of Japanese 
martial niceties. 

He nodded. W; bowed, and 
I returned to the vertical for the 
last time. As I stepped forward 
I was suddenly aware of this 
massive paw of a hand which 


grabbed my judogi, and pulled 
me in a direction which I did 
not want to go. In mid-step 1 
felt, rather than saw, a shovel 
of a foot scoop me up and spin 
me over. As I hit the ground, 
he pounced, and with an effi- 
cient strangle - kata-ha-jime - 
1 was hist heading for oblivion. 

The rest of the five-minute 
practice was, to put it briefly, 
more of the same. And, after 
the concluding bow, I returned 
to the edge of the mat to watch 
him deal summarily with 
Keith Davis, Britain’s repre- 
sentative at the world champi- 
onships in Paris three weeks 
ago, a huge visiting Frenchman, 
and Danny Kingston. Britain's' 
1996 European champion. (“I 
know Kingston-sau - he beat 
my brother in a competition in 
Japan,” Okada told me later. 
Filial loyalty evidently runs 
high in Nippon society.) 

By the end of the evening, 
certain facts were evident. Fust, 
Okada may be short on stature, 
but he makes up for it with mas- 
sive forearms and thews, and a 
centre of gravity somewhere 
around his knees. Secondly, 
be has the fastest feet in the 
business, ready to sweep you 
horizontal before you even 
think of stepping. 

And thirdly, the demise of 
Japanese judo has been great- 
ly exaggerated. 

In the 1980s, Japan could be 
expected to win half the medals 
on offer. In the 1973 world 
championships, they won every 
category. But in Paris, the 
Japanese team won only four 
of the 16 categories- the same 
□umber as France. Japan, the 
founding country of the com- 
bat sport, seems to be founder- 
ing as Britain has m cricket. 

And that is why Hirotaka 
Okada has come to England for 
a year in a joint venture be- 
tween the Japanese judo fed- 
eration, the Budokwai and the 
High Wycombe Judo Centre, 

where he will also teach one day 



PWBp Nicksan (foreground) has that second-best feeling when he comes up against Hirotaka Okada at London's Budokwai judo club Photgraph: Peter Jay 


a week. He is here to learn, he 
says, and he does not only 
mean English. 

Is it a Japanese affectation 
of humility? Later on Tbcsday, 
he apologised and said he has 
been out of practice for the last 
couple of years since he retired 
- just teaching. He would be 
fitter and better shortly. It did 
not make us feel any better. 

But Japanese judo is facing 
great change. Since it emerged 
as an Olympic combat sport in 
1964, it has seen a remarkable 
expansion in the world and 
the Japanese were always re- 
garded as the mentors - 
understandably so. The fighters 
and teachers who travelled the 
world did exhibit a remarkable 
technical command. They were 
acutely aware cot only of the 
whole picture when two oppo- 


nents faced each other, but the 
tiny details as weU. 

In a fast and furious attack, 
it was important for them that 
the leading foot should be al 
such and such an angle, that the 
left-hand collar grip, controlled 
by the little finger, would be 
pulling in this direction while 
the right-hand sleeve grip 
would be working differently. 
All this in the midst of a 180- 
degree spin in a hundredth of 
a second. That is Japanese 
judo. 

On the other hand, so much 
of Western judo is dependent 
upon a more brutish power and 
blind speed, and tactics. Of 
axase, Europe has produced its 
outstanding technicians too, 
and few are more respected in 
Japan than Britain's world 
champions, Nefl Adams and 


Karen Briggs. But increasing- 
ly, Japan is losing to the bruis- 
ers. This is worrying. 

“In the Olympics at At- 
lanta. Japan only won three 
gold medals - all from judo,” 
remarked Okada- “What will 
happen in the Olympics in Syd- 
ney?" As Japan relies on judo 
to raise its national head at 
Olympic level, its younger judo 
generation must come to terms 
with Western styles. 

On the other band, Japan 
feels it has a mission to preach 
a pure kind of judo, the tech- 
nical, beautiful fkwing kind that 
its exponents still do better 
than anyone else in the world. 
It is a serious dilemma. 

Now 30, Okada is in the van- 
guard of the young judo move- 
ment looking to develop a new 
blend of tradition and combat 


effectiveness. Judo is in his 
blood. His father did judo and 
amateur sumo, and Okada 
started judo at 10. 

“At first I wanted to be a 
sumo chanson, but. and be 
grins as be indicates his short 
stature. Judo success came rel- 
atively early. He won his way 
from a provincial school to 
Tskuba University, from where 
he emerged to win his first 
world title in Fsscti, Germany, 
in 1987, in the light-mid- 
dleweight category anhe age of 
20 . 

Four years later, he became 
the first Japanese champion to 
successfully go up a weight 
and win another world title, this 
time at 86 kilograms. It was par- 
ticularly spectacular, because he 
won it with a stunningly origi- 
nal throw - a new version of 


kouchi-gake (minor inner reap). 
Many expert observers did not 
know bow he did it until they 
saw the video. 

“I first did it by chance in a 
competition when 1 was 14," he 
said. It is a throw be will always 
be remembered for. 

His determination to 
always be the champion was 
shown when, in 1994. trying to 
make a come-back, he was 
caught injuji-gatame - the clas- 
sic armlock - by Kenzo Naka- 
mura, who went on to win the 
world and Olympic title. Oka- 
da refused to submit, and only 
managed to wriggle free after 
all the tendons in his left arm 
had snapped. He continued to 
fight with one arm, and cred- 
itably held Nakamura to a de- 
cision. He retired a year later. 

Hirotaka Okada has been 


marked to play a leading role 
in Japanese judo for the future, 
perhaps even to become Ibe 
next head coach of the Japan- 
ese team. He follows in a long 
line of outstanding judo men 
who have come to the Budo- 
kwai in recent years: Katsuhiko 
Kashiwazaki, Yasuhiro Ya- 
rn ashita. Nobuyuki Sato, and 
Hidetoshi Nakanishi - world 
champions to a man. 

With each, there has been a 
increasing relaxation of the 
formalities. In the old days, 
Japanese teachers were always 
“sensei” - teacher. Or, it was 
Mr whoever. So, on the first 
evening, the latest incumbent 
was asked - in the best English 
polite manner - how he would 
like to be addressed. 

“Call me... Hiro." he said. 
Times have changed. 
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Why BBC’s new ‘light programme’ is in danger of floating away like a hot air balloon 
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Frankie Dettori, at what level 
discussions (if you can call 
them that) are pitched - and 
that, as well as Wogan, In- 
verdale has learnt much from 
the umptuous sycophancy of 
Cliff Morgan on radio’s Sport 
on 4* 

Since Dettori’s seven win- 
ners in a day he has become a 
bit of a media tart, so he made 
the perfect opener. “You are 
your sport's ambassador, aren’t 
your was about as challenging 

as the questions got. There was 

a Tebbit-iest question about the 
jockey’s allegiances during the 
recent Italy v England game, 
and an exploration of Det- 
tori's taste for excruciating 
tank tops as evidenced on A 
Question cf Sport and in his spot 
as guest presenter on Top of the 
ppps. (A distinction, by the way, 
which he shares with another 


Onside guest, Chris Eubank, 
who, if memory serves cor- 
rectly, had a foliewing sentence 
to deliver “..and up six places 
at 16, ‘Cecilia’ by Fuggs." 

Theriouthly. The camera- 
man drowned, apparently. 

Next up was a satellite in- 
terview with Jacques Ville- 
neuve, who declined to call 
Michael Schumacher a cheat 
(though the duration of his 
pause before answering told its 
own story) and a filmed inter- 
view with Damon Hill vim, not 
having to exhibit the largesse 
of the victor, could afford to be 
unequivocal Then it was back 
to Dettori on the comfy couch. 
The question following on 
from tile motor racing was 
about the suspensions he had: 
but the tone was so tight that 
the whole programme was in 
danger of taking off and float- 


ing away like a great big hot air 
balloon. 

Still, there was Dettori’s 
Top of the Pops' cohort to 
savour. Eubank makes for 
great television because he 
clearly occupies a different 
plane of existence, a fifth di- 
mension which people think is 
really quite cool the essence of 
an English gentleman, rather 
than a total and utter prat. 

His entrance, with his cane 
and tittle leather handbag, was 
sublime. Why were the audi- 
ence cheering? Why weren't 
they jeering and throwing rot- 
ten fruit and veg? Because 
they were loving it, in the way 
aristocrats used to go to Bed- 
lam to watch the lunatics drooL 
As he sal down, he preened 
himself and banged his micro- 
phone, eliciting a little giggle 
from the audience. My 


favourite moment was the rev- 
elation that he’s a qualified sec- 
retary with 60wpm typing 
speed. There are a few things 
1 wouldn’t mind dictating to 
him. But only if Naseem 
Hamed was my bodyguard. 

To be fair to Inverdale, he 
did ask one or two questions 
of substance. He wondered 
whether Eubank shouldn’t re- 
tire before further defeats di- 
minish his reputation. *Tve 
come up with a statement not 
too long ago, which goes like 
this: ’Life is a show. Thank 
God for the show’ " Eubank 
said. 

The audience began to gig- 
gle again, somewhat bewil- 
dered, but it turned quickly 
into applause, which made 
you think the floor manager 
must have stepped in to head 
off the howls of derisive 


laughter. There was another 
filmed interview, a chummy 
chat with Evandcr Holyfield, 
the action from that night's 
Premiership game (the one 
concession to sport as it is 
played rather than blethered 
about), and then the climax, 
and the programme’s greatest 
calumny. If you were the ed- 
itor of Onside and you had 
gone to the lengths of secur- 
ing Johan Cruyff, live in the 
studio, what would you do? 
Make him the centrepiece, the 
jewel in the crown, sit him on 
the sofa at the beginning and 
keep him there until the cred- 
its roll? Or would you squeeze 
him in at the end, devoting 
seven of your 50 minutes to 
him? The question hardly 
needs considering. 

And you’d think hard 
about what you're going to say. 


When Inverdale put it to him 
that the Dutch never win any- 
thing, he looks suitably non- 
plussed. though he did him the 
courtesy of answering intelli- 
gently rather than giving him 
a good slap. There were ques- 
tions about his relationship 
with Gary Lineker at 
Barcelona and about his son 
Jordi, which were fair enough. 
But there should have been so 
much more. Next week’s 
guests iadude Luciano 
Pavarotti, which gives you 
some idea how Onside is go- 
ing to pan out. 

The BBC promise more of 
the same, by the way, with talk 
of a Des Lynam chat show and 
another comedy slot. But, and 
I hate to say it, if it's live sport 
you’re after in the future you’re 
going to have to bow down to 
the anti-Christ in the sky. 
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Sinon to sign Stable advice on the pick of the winter jumpers 

off season 

with a flourish 




With huge fields for the 
last meeting of the year 
at Newmarket today, 
punters would be wise 
not to throw caution to 
their wins. But, as Greg 
Wood argues, it may 
pay to side with a 
trainer who has come to 
love this meeting. 


And so the moment has final- 
ly arm ed to bid farewell to the 
Rowley Mile at Newmarket for 
am.it her six months or so, and 
as always, many racegoers will 
do so in the fervent hope that 
between now and the spring of 
1 908. someone will come along 
and build a proper racecourse 
in its place which actually gives 
spectators the chance to see 
what is happening. 

Then again, when the con- 
tests arc as difficult to fathom 
us some of the handicaps on this 
afternoon s card, it is sometimes 
far better to have little clue as 
to what is goiag on. The Lad- 
broke Autumn Handicap, the 
penultimate race of the season 
at Headquarters, is matched in 
terms of strength and compet- 
itiveness only by the seven- 
furlong event which will bring 
down the curtain half an hour 
later. Wetherby. however, takes 
things to the other extreme, 
with just 13 runners m three 
televised races, and seven of 
those in the juvenile hurdle. 
Thankfully, the third compo- 
nent of the afternoon, at Ascot, 
strikes a perfect balance. 

The Newmarket card of- 
fers more than mere pinstick- 
ing. however, since two of the 
winner* on the same day last 
year. AJi-RoyaJ and Silver Pa- 
triarch. went on to record 
Group One victories during 
the current campaign (indeed, 
the latter would have been the 
Derby w inner if his nose was a 
couple of inches longer). Silver 
Patriarch's win 12 months ago 
came in the Zetland Stakes, a 
1 1 l-furlong Listed race for two- 
year-olds which has highlight- 
ed four excellent performers in 
just the last five years, with 
Bob’s Return (1993 St Lcgcr). 
Double Trigger (1995 Cold 
Cup J and Double Eclipse also 
among its winners. 

The last two horses were 
both trained by Mark Johnston 
who dcarlv likes this race. 


since today he saddles three of 
the seven runners. 

“I wouldn’t be running three 
horses if It wasn't the best op- 
portunity for them as individ- 
uals,” Johnston said yesterday, 
"because there are very few op- 
portunities for two-year-olds 
who are potential top dass 
stayers. Sinon has got to be the 
first string on form, but Fm not 
saying that St Helensfield won't 
beat him. They’re all at veiy ear- 
ly stages of their careers so any 
one of them could emerge as 
the big hope." 

Sinon’s only outing to date 
should sound a warning for 
punters, since he started at 
20-1 and comfortably beat a 
strong favourite - who was 
also trained by Johnston. This 
was a performance of some po- 
tential, though, and Sinon 
(3. ID) is the one to be on today. 

It will be a surprise if any of 
the runners in the Ben Marshall 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 

NAP: SILK ST JOHN 
(Newmarket 3.45) 

NB: St Helensfield 
(Newmarket 3.10) 

Stakes goes on to emulate All- 
Royal's success in the Sussex 
Stakes next season, but Sama- 
ra (2.40) has solid form and will 
be a value alternative to Desert 
Beauty. The Ladbroke Handi- 
cap threw up a 33-1 winner 12 
months ago and could well do 
so again, although there are sev- 
eral improving three-year-olds 
in the 28-strong field who may 
well be ahead of the handicap- 
per. Desert Track will find plen- 
ty of support, as will Consort, 
but two solid alternatives arc 
For Your Eyes Only and SILK 
ST JOHN (nap 3.45 ). who has 
run well from a bad draw on 
both his previous starts. 

Storm Alert has won the 
United House Construction 
Chase at Ascot in three of the 
last four years, but it could be 
worth opposing him with Down 
The Fell (next best 130). who 
made a promising return over 
hurdles. Samlee ( 1,55) is another 
with a chance, but at YVeiherby 
it is a watching brief only, with 
One Man sure to start at long 
odds-on to beat Barton Bank in 
the Charlie Hall Chase. The ju- 
venile hurdle is also fascinating, 
but it is impossible to decide be- 
tween Monarch’s Pursuit, 
Amitge and Stoned Immaculate. 

Results, page 23 


TOBY BALDING 
"Bella tor was unbeaten in two 
starts as a juvenile hurdler last 
season, winning the Grade Two 
Wensleydale Hurdle by eight 
lengths at Wetherby at the start 
of November and then follow- 
ing up by 15 lengths at Ascot 
three weeks later. He missed 
the rest of the season due to in- 
jury. Both of those races were 
on good going, but 1 think be 
will be suited by cut in the 
ground and he could show fur- 
ther improve mem granted such 
conditions. He should stay two 
and a half miles this season and, 
after giving him a pipe-opener 
on the Flat, 1 plan to run him 
in the Silver Salver Handicap 
Hurdle at Chepstow in No- 
vember. Bella tor is not that big, 
about IS [hands] two [inches] 
maybe 15 three and looks a nat- 
ural hurdler. Hurdante, on the 
other hand, is a big, strong an- 
imal who also is going to need 
two and a half miles and plen- 
ty of cut in the ground. He 
showed plenty of promise last 
season, winning a novice hur- 
dle at Leicester by nine lengths, 
and is going to make a decent 
novice chaser this winter." 

CHARLIE BROOKS 
“Hah Whrrior is a horse I hope 
will develop Into a decent 
novice chaser. He won well on 
his chasing debut over two at 
Market Rascn [2m If 110yds] 
last Saturday. I'm going to sit 
down and look at his pedigree 
- he is by Lord Americo - bnt 
I could see him staying three 
miles over fences. He wouldn't 
want the ground too soft, but 
then he wouldn’t want it too 
firm either. Andsuephi won a 
two miles novice hurdle at 
Stratford recently and is a nice 
sort. He should stay further 
than that and should @3 well on 
soft eround." 

~ TEV1EASTERBY 
"Simply Dashing, who is ef- 
fective from 2’/.-3rn, will be go- 
ing for plenty of valuable 
handicap chases this winter. He 
acts on any ground, with the ex- 
ception of heavy, and will start 
off at Wetherby [today]. Good 
Vibes is a useful handicap hur- 
dler who will be kept busy this 
winter. He also goes to Wether- 
by [today,] 

MICKY HAMMOND 
"Lord Future woo a bumper 
two seasons ago and was fourth 
on his debut in a novice hurdle 
at Wetherby lost season. He did 
not run subsequently. He 
should stay 2'/nn and make a 
fair sort this winter. Traceabil- 
ity was unplaced on his hurdles 
debut at Market Rasen last Sat- 
urday but. a useful performer 
on the Flat, promises to do a lot 
better over timber in due 
course." 


Making a Dst of horses to follow is an 
absorbing alternative to form-book study. 
The Independents W77 Hat horses to • « 
follow has won 33 races and shows a 


pre-tax profit of £9.69 to a £1 level stake. the Flat Turf season, it is the turn of jump 

Successes indude Fly To The Stars (KM * trainerf to map out campai?M for their 

M-l). Fame Again (0-1) and Epic Stand strings. The leading trainers tell 
(l(M). With the curtain about to fell on tantXme s about their winter hopes. . 






0x:-. 



Simply Dashing, who makes his seasonal debut at Wetherby today, is expected to jump to it tins winter 


Photograph: Dan Abraham/Sporting Life 


NICKY HENDERSON 
"Fiddling The Facts will make 
a norice chaser and do well this 
winter providing we get some 
rain. She’s a lovely big mare 
who won over three miles over 
hurdles and will want a trip over 
fences. We had some nice hors- 
es running in bumpers last sea- 
son and one 1 particularly like 
is Golden Eagle, who is a nice 
young horse He will stay 2-2'/: 
miles. He’s a big strong horse." 

HENRIETTA KNIGHT 
"Storm Forecast will go novice 
hurdling. She was rather sur- 
prisingly beaten in her only run 
in a bumper last season he isa 
half brother to Tuliymuny Toff 
by Strong Gale who was bought 
with chasing in mind. Howev- 
er, he is well capable of winning 
over hurdles. I should think 
2Van will be his trip and, being 
by Strong Gale, he wants decent 
ground but not heavy. He is a 
fine-looking animal. Maid For 
Adventure is another nice 
prospect. She won twice over 
hurdles last season and is go- 
ing straight over fences this 
term. Maid For Adventure will 
be suited by around 2'/: miles, 
and, also by Strong Gale, is an- 


other who wouldn’t want the 
ground too testing. She will be 
aimed at the Tartersalls mares’ 
chase series which we won the 
final of last year at Uttaxeter 
with Tellicherrv." 

PAUL NICHOLLS 
“See More Business is in good 
form and will run soon. The 
only time be has been beaten 
over fences so far was when he 
came up against Dorans Pride. 
He wants 3m plus and soft 
ground, which he hasn’t had so 
far. He will be entered for the 
Gold Cup bnt Fm going to 
bring him along quietly and 
start Mm off in the Rehearsal 
Chase at Chepstow before, 
building up to the big races in 
the spring. Strong Chairman b 
a big strong horse who won all 
five of his point-to-points last 
season. He is going to make a 
useful staying novice chaser." 

DAVID NICHOLSON 
“Castle Sweep was slightly dis- 
appointing after winning the S3- 
ver Salver Handicap Hurdle last 
season but will probably go 
forthe same race again. He is 
going for longer distances this 
season. Hjs target is the Stay- 
ers’ Hurdle at the Cheltenham 


Festival. Escarte&gne won in 
good style at the Grand Na- 
tional meeting in April and goes 
chasing this season. He looks 
the son to do really well ewer 
fences." 

MARTIN PIPE 
“Cadoagold is going nonce 
chasing and should win a few 
races. He is effective from 
2-2 , i , m Potentate is a useful 
handicap hurdler, again at 
2'2‘lun. He is entered in the Sil- 
ver Salver at Chepstow and 
might well run there. It is pos- 
sible he will go novice chasing 
laler on." 

JENNY PITMAN 
“Mentmore Towers pleased us 
when third m theSefton Novice 
Hurdle over 3m at Ain tree in 
April He will start off in stay- 
mg handicap hurdles but is a big 
strong typical daring type and 
migfat go over fences in the New 
Year. He would not want the 
groimd too firm. Princefid fin- 
ished second to Shadow Leader 
in the Supreme Novices’ Hur- 
dle at the Cheltenham Festival 
who will stay 2Van over hurdles 
this season. He is a gross horse, 
who has taken a while to get fit, 
but will be ready soon." 


GORDON RICHARDS 
"Mr Frangipani is going to 
make a hurdler. He’s a beauti- 
ful horse, I wish I had a whole 
stable foil like him. He won’t 
run until we have some rain. He 
is going to stay 2‘/^3m and mil 
make a good novice hurdler. 
Military Academy is another 
lovely sort who will make a 
three mile chaser. He, too, 
won’t run until the ground gets 
softer." 

OLIVER SHERWOOD 
"Bear Claw will make a useful 
handicap chaser. He won the 
EBF Novices’ Hurdle Final at 
Cheltenham a couple of seasons 
ago and looks well handicapped , 
over fences. He isa big, strong 
horse who wiH be suited by 
2V«-3m and want a bit of give 
in the ground. Snappers Nap 
had one run in a bumper last 
season and is going to go novice 
hurdling. He will stay over at 
2-2' f i miles but will get further 
later on. Another strong indi- 
vidual, he will also want soft 
ground." 

SUE SMITH 

“Kenmone Speed is an im- 
proving 2'/i-3m chaser who is 
well suited by a stiff track. He 


is best on good' ground and 
should win more races in the 
coming months. The Last Fling 
could develop into aGoki Cup 
contender. He is a very talent- 
ed home, who stays wdL The 
Rehearsal Chase at Chepstow 
oould be an eariy target for him 
and he looks set for a good sea- 
son. Go Native remain*^ 
novice hurdler, despite winning 
at Ain tree on his hurdling de- 
but lathe spring, and can take 
advantage of this." 

NIGEL TVnSTON-DAVXES 
"Queen Of Spades, [won at 
Bangor yesterday] will make a 
fair novice chaser. She’s speedy 
, andj^onfyxaceat around 2m. 
Keniwi is a useful, hurdler and 
will be going forall the top pat- 
tern hurdles at around 2m. 1 
have high hopes for him.’’ 

VENETIA WILLIAMS 
"Boots Madden' jumped well 
when winning mhsetasing de- 
but at Worcester but lie won't 
be rushed into anything too am- 
bitious. Hie VfflageVfeywon an 
Irish point-to-point in the 
spring and ran well in bumpers 
at Chepstow and Worcester. He 
will want 2 l hm over hurdles and 
is a very exciting prospect" 
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GREG WOOD 

THE A-Z 
OF BETTING 


G is for . . 


Getting Out Stakes; As in 
"getting out of trouble", an 
ironic nickname for the last race 
on the card, when five or six ap- 
parently unbeatable selections 
have already failed to oblige 
and the other members of your 
party have long since stopped 
believing -or even listening to 
- a single word you say. Forget 
all about seventh-race salvation, 
for it is written that the only one 
among you to find the winner 
will be that irritating bloke 
whose name you can’t remem- 
ber, who only came because he 
works with someone else, and 
has already picked up on four 


previous races thanks to hors- 
es with names that remind him 
of ex-girlfriends. 

Going: Ignore - momentarily 
at least - the distance of the 
race or the weight to be carried; 
the most important single fac- 
tor to consider when deciding 
whether to back a horse is 
whether it will act on the 
ground. The best borses, so they 
say, will go on anything, but the 
vast majority - i.e^ the sort the 
likes of us tack day in and day 
ont - will have a definite pref- 
erence for (or aversion to) ei- 
ther a sound or an easy surface. 
The right. ground is essential if 
they are to produce their best 
form, and iL is no coincidence 
that bookmakers hate long 


spells of settled weather. As the 
barometer rises, so too does the 
percentage of winning 
favourites, but all it lakes is a 
day or two of nun and suddenly 
every race in Britain is little 
more than a lottery. In fact, it 
does not even require rain - a 
heavy-handed clerk of the 
course who simply cannot re- 
sist trying out his spanking new 
watering system can create al- 
most as much havoc Usually, 
be will then compound the er- 
ror by insisting that the going 
is still good to firm, even when 

the jockeys return to weigh in 
looking like mud wrestlers. 

"Goowonmysahn”: Betting- 

shop culture's principal - in- 
deed, only - gift to the English 


language, the distinctive call of 
the agitated punter is repeated 
four or five times at increasing 
volume. Often followed by a cry 
of "awbladdyeU". 

Gorytus Odds-on favourite for 
the 1982 Dewhuret Stakes, only 
to finish tailed-off last- The 
forensics proved inconclusive, 
but many punters - and not just 
those who lost a small fortune 
on him - will always be con- 
vinced that Goiytus was~ 

Got At: History does not 
record whether a shifty chap 
with a dose of hemlock hidden 
in his toga was ever caught 
banging around the Coliseum 
stables before a big chariot 
race, but on all subsequent 


form, it seems a four beL For as 
long as people have gambled on 
racehorses, there have been 
others who will stoop to any- 
thing to ensure that the odds 
are firmly in their favour, and 
though it is theoretically pos- 
sible that a punter might dope 
a hot favourite in a small field 
and back ail of its opponents, 
there will more usually be a 
bookmaker or two involved 
somewhere. They might have 
b{g liabilities on an ante-post 
favourite, as was rumoured to 
be the case with Pinturischio 
back in 1961. when the colt was 
a hot favourite for the Derby. 
In the weeks before the race, 
be was doped not once, but 
twice, a thorough job which en- 
sured that he was noL able to 


line up at Epsom. Alternative- 
ly, a bookie wQl organise a dop- 
ing and then lay the horse 
concerned for all he is worth, 
as seems to have happened at 
Doncaster's St Leger meeting 
in 1990, when two fancied hors- 
es were stopped. Those con- 
cerned were never caught, 
thereby giving every embit- 
tered punter in Britain a con- 
venient excuse whenever their 
poor judgement leads them to 
back a beaten favourite. 

Grand National: Not for noth- 
ing do the bookmakers go to 
considerable lengths on Na- 
tional day to look after the 
“once-a-year" punters. There 
are Help Desks, extra staff, oc- 
casionally even a smile, and all 


because the layers know that 
other race has the same pow-^/ 
er to hook people on betting 
All it takes is £1 each-way on 
a 12-1 wiraier, and suddenly the 
"once-a-year” backere who 
thought they could handle it 
find themselves drawn deeper. 
Next, they are dabbling in snail 
doubles each Saturday after- 
noon. Before they know it they 
are out of control, experi- 
menting with the Gas A stuff 
-Yankees and Tricasts - before 
finally, inevitably, rock bottom 
is reached. When the first slip 
comes under the window for a 
horse in a big spimi handicap, 
the pusher - sorry, "bookie - 
knows that the investment has 
paid off, and the' poor fool is 
hooked for life. ~ ~ 
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W OLVERHAMPTON 

HYPERION 

7.00 ViKarica 7.30 State Approval a 00 Roi 
Brisbane 8.30 Stoppes Brow 9.00 Island 
Girl 9.30 Village Native 


GOING; Standard. 

STALLS: 7t - outskJe; rea - hada 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tram Bf to tn 

• Ffemsand. Wt+and oval course 

• Course a N of town on A*49 Wrtvorftarnpton stewn 
tnADIIISStOU:CIIubC6'Btt*salsflSCAHWtmCftBft 

• LEADING TRAINERS: A HalSitthMd 60-569 (1(l5%i, M 
Johnston 52-225 {231%). J Barry 43-298 (W*l 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sandora 39-224 (I2%i J Oufein 

3K%4 <aa%i d wrt0t*zwe * ciBkaMao 

• FAVOURITES: 300-0)6 (323ty ^ 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Sharp Monfcay (risored) (&0t& 


CHARLECOTE MEDIAN AUCTION 
7 -001 MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS E) 
£3,000 added 3YO im 100yds 

40 MfOTARAafW^SCWfaMSOJ^OTtaaU 
840 !»KTTOWBMBJSps«to90JhMJ^2 
ntn muanf AKIIR ASN kSQ DW(M*7 


220040 i*m » nunni — — ■ w - 
DM KttllAOTfUSAJRABatayfla 
85 J0BMGEtmAB*y90 


« JQBMOEt mAM WaO —r — - 

(&4350 HBamfifftfBSBwigM — 

453400 m«EWBpl)KMwi90 13*** ” 

0 BlAfiCMDHVln-bwM 

LANCES PET DQBwn 89 

i eo uwwafiUEfWC0«y»g9 — 
o nunwrW)AK*e9 

I 25S90 V8JU«a»|B)PChtppW^W” 

I OOO WH0DCJUI(U)nH**ffldB9, AdAmsH 

-ISdsdasd- 

lCone*r»*AHarfwntaor416ft«« , <® , ***V“ 2Uts 

■te,3Sg0m 

SHIFNAL CLAIMING STAKES 

(CLASS F) E2J100 added im « 

... lIMt 


7,30 


"5o ®B3WMpMWW»«sn — 

08B5 HJALpfl)(D} items 4M Kfiawn 


000060 W0WSSIMWro0Ka*«fl9J:i»tarBS 

00050 NHITEPU«S{/H)K&it»4fl9 OrnmOSmi 

OOUO ENGU8HMWt»pg{CO)CD*y0tBBS J Fauna* 
00044 EVEaOBUTO(iaNUW»^5S5J , SD6Mffl«B 
20000 REX IMJNDt (15} (CE? £ P Bara 6 B 5 — JFEgml 

SE53S SOfre APmOWMJS) (CPI (BflP&dW4B5 

- -GfiM— r(5)A 

9 206DO MTSnCSnUW|9Q(CqWQUTina482 

D ifcawtomr 

D 0250(6 BOMCVlUc paid) BMng 368 T Spain 

II 03064 I4ADMI LUCY (K C) JSpw*o386_Pfi*wj 8 S 

0 0 l£WSPnDE(JB7)QBsmB4B2 NMM(12 

-IZiMhwJ- 

BETTWG: M Stall Antoni, 4 FH, 6 8w>pa IM fa Ha>£> 8 
MOA 8fe HM mm, 126am Hh, Motor* 

f p -nni PENDEFORD MEDIAN AUCTION 
(' 8-00 j MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 2YO fit 

1 0500 ARCANE SIMP) A JSW80 CLoNhrRS 

2 000 A«ES0OT(t2)OOaiai9<l 5 WOW? 

3 2Q2B0 ua«rp]panfel90 RPrt*n2 

4 0000 LONG SLAKD (4) fi terror 90 pm DMA 13 

a « uuiBiMBrnawHiaBoflO 

€ » HBBBSaWfflMiftiWiSO. I»Mw!7 

7 4860 SAflAMOON CLASSIC (16) KMS*ife90_JF&ai< 

a B SHJWF&ll&miB&ngVD — 

g SOB BAUAaUAHBP*B8B 

o 64 JA£BrLWfflQ*BiafWWE»B9 KHIonl 

g rnsffi wawBUBJItaTtanaonsg vHW^fiz 

s SDDOO iW(WWR>«wi«d89 ^0* m* 

0 0 SH0CKffl(K)Wtegp8B8 *>tenrw»R9 

.nMnd- 

BCTrWG: M M 

GODFREY MYTTON HANDICAP 
(CLASS C) £7^25 added 7f 

j 44ns OOW{*TWnNiam»8BOTCIIto^y 

2 404000 BOLD BTOT (B) {C) KOfawft 59TZ— T Spm l l 

3 350W snrcoFC*ini«wfiWDSi»»499Jtaj5?y 

4 t ffWB ASnuC(8)(D)NIHtarBBE ^StnlWlO 

s Sms 

8 SO «SP0lieEMniB!ttlQ3BO--Jfc*D2*B 

7 66300 8IWPBBR0HfPflMGUfc«58O^OrtlV 

a 0035C pHBOBplOWBarlW^aitL-Jftrtwa 

9 505004 lB8fflGBUCfl«Bftilfl6BQJI9l*W7»A 


t RflOOOO SAW*AnEpj|C)(I?8Bom8BB1)JSWba4K3 

n 43044 »J0EriUSA)P4)Pto^38»-^Ow“3 

a OffiSM BMP*l«m«nmMJ»rtdi38TJ)HdfcBas 

•IlMwi- 

BEnwa 7-4 am 01 Caafion, 4 Craw G&, 6 » Jwj, 7 » Spat*, 
8 Piridw 10 Ur Baignc, 12 H» 6m, ASw, W Blort. M 
Skppn BniB, Pin ter Pran, 33 SWnwA 

fQ-Snl MIDLAND BAB SELLING NURSKY 
1 | HANDICAP (CLASS G) £2^00 
added 2YD1m 100yds 

00405 DCXXJ^[ASP«W(ra)NTWi»B7iaB'rk*)»W 

334201 R«T1CllEr(HJCTPBM91 

090 HOHQPOUr(^)MJoUein9Q DHdMB 

030535 ESPBWirSGOUjpflfCSuMffO AlkeklfZ 

140005 EBJM>0H.(taDMB>Mt6G SWrt«orti4 

400 m aoKHEJMSRNrriwsr — sartwn 
000840 T)»XA««3aQNC(t2)SC«sn>8V-J5tetair 
432 S«#W»n«SfJ7)l*SN»teairB3Bfti»wSV 

oaoo RESun»nai4tH)RtenoiBB — wowfi 

004 UWBLfl#BSWlB?. ^gas * 3 

JiCnnlZ 
ACtokB 


00000 SAfMTCMJCiAwBe _ 
500005 «BrLOUfU}MOwnonfl4. 


MV mn ■ i • 

004 ABSTONEPETG*a.(V0P&aoai^lfcC«rtJyP11 
-ISdadnd- 

BETIllG!7^H«tT1datMC>BlMi«).B'n» Co i iU w Wn aiTBB- 
pattt Gdd,B 

WEST MIDLANDS HANDICAP 
(CLASS F) £2^00 added 6f 


9,30 


000000 4BJjORSi61)nMHMavaB41)0_SOnnmta 
00500 HOKMMBnChaiCT m HadlBIUMwlOO^ 

- -V nuysv 

w«) BDU)MSrOC«rpNnRit«Wl6t^ 

000000 

453203 PMM0HSJOTp4)nAWwrt*48e^l«27 
00405 mifiE Nflrg 08) B B H&aowi 49H T»nte6 
003043 

tBOBO AWlflGHWCTJHBfcBAMJBlpeH^gaV 
600000 aaaitoffWOflBMiwafOHteitanflsfl 

000040 IWTOWIWItaiPItapHifm XManS 

099206 

Offlao HR0Cfl^tD]Nattm6S8 — DmOMAV 

443003 9UCOTlWMI^«fci9aOwllite«B» 


BETreBMNNai^5SfcWNPi*l l *w*** u, liK7WwA 
Krfft, B PteBoWt JOS W * Win. N 9*km 12 ofcn 


K£LSO 


HYPERION 

12-45 GWemeyaurttand 1.15 Finer Feel- 
ings 1.50 Know-No-No 2L25 AnBca's Gem 
2J5S Tlgtrter Budget 3^0 Fatehalkhair 4A5 
CharUsSona 


4 3O50P- 0BJGHiraDL(1SpRNm6tl7— CMEComBdip} 

5 TOM BBIFmjra(Z7}lteDltenG»a97_.TAMf 

B PPMP- MORE CHUHPAQffipaqihDThOBBOi 7S7 

Lfften 

ffiTTIRG: W-11 CfeNoora OwAW M FtarFwfcB*. M LKNDtto, 
M-1 HHot. 25-1 MtfAfeOt, Nm CAwpw« 


Club SO. 


GOING: Good » tom {QootJ in places^ 

• UMutathg cans. fiu>4n ol wra I 

• Cana la N ol town oH B646V r 
Ta»SB«sE7(_ 

• LEADING TRAINH1S: Mrs H My 85-mj 
Hanmond 21-93 (226%1 G Hcftards 1&6r T 

W LEADING JOCKEYS: A Dobbin 26-143 (582%). B Stomy 

20-154 (M314J, R GinKty n*52 1212 %}. 

m KH VOURTTEB: 14 &-3B7 |wa& 

BLD4K91ED FIRST TIME: Kln0 Of Show (wsoretT) (225i, 
Anna's Gam (visuwl) (225). 


1.50 


ISLE OF SKYE BLENDED 
SCOTCH WHISKY HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS D) £6,000 added 
2m If 


— igfjn SALVESEN FOOD SERVICES 
■°°1 HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
£7^00 added 2 m 6f 110 yds 

1 -Q31U BOWL WOOBW (14} (C 0) QMlteatXW- — - — 

a zaw 

3 M2B2 TIBHTB? BUDGET (14) (CD} D3»«D8S— * W*tn 

4 2803 DETQeiSiaaiUaHItfBsia'al 


-(MM' 

BETrwa 74 TlBMg Baku H HoyH ftcaoo. aklW *!‘ « 
PiPbU 


■8211 RNONKUD 
itfe- bunts 


ADofabiaV 


12.45 


GLENGOYNE HIGHLAND MALT 
WHISKY NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) &4JZ00 added 3m If 


3 P4D34 HOMCmitaLtemlBBO. 

4 -0454 BUZKO OWIN pJ)(D)JtebijirtnBOi-UB S»w» 

5 0F46B- R8»LDOWHnS1)UiiLUn}d6«0 JCJdnua 

6 PW3B 8UPH1 GUT (7) J Bmiy 5 8 0 CUGQonMfcd) 


BatBb fining <tai 


3.30 


SB « 


irwgtt Wsl AosAmScapwatattE Ugn: 
AgHDonnarnh Sbpor&f ftr$h 
IWatkm. 


1 «Q0 TW)R)Ra*Cm“*“LHaaoUTB_ 

2 raWl PHBLEBEACHBI) (D) QUtaJfl7H 2 JC*gtan 

3 4HRi consrawBWtmusSBHiiunifinv 

_ HrUBrafanriQ 

4 US-2 HVaaYCMWW^]J0a*iiai)8_JStat»( 

5 swa WGS HWSTRAL (SSQ @ D Lnt) 7 8 8 — JBarta 

v ana «ww«a>(«itfe»la«i5n« ■ftwer 

7 «M4 ADJEHSUSEtm RJttamBDS KJotaoo 

-7Mnd- 

BBHWG:5^WitKBBadL*-1 0 ia iiU ) Bu fcl wl ,M1te8te»(i,B-l 

PETER A GILLIAN ALLAN 
'NATIONAL HUNT' NOVICE 

HURDLE (CLASS 0) £3,700 added 

2m 6f 110yds 

1 244 LmUDWCPhlteSflailiaaSBC 

- M-UrllB*B»nip) 

2 M HUfWTCZqFIMtfi58e fCtbghnR 

3 OOF® OmOOKSQNKKIBItl^OnUisilsGV? 

- -UWtfn 


MtorffcfaMBteftM|ftia4aU*9 D*n, 10-1 

6UJ, 33-1 fepIDonrfn 

HARROW HOTEL (DALKEITH) 
NOVICE SELLING HURDLE 
^CLASS G) £2,500 added 


1 110yds 

MP-6 CWJJM'mETWE(H)IAtLPUBB88 


GRMOPOrofSm l«4Kf|M^48C 


.ECMgkvfD 


JIHMHgMnp} 


1.15 


HGWBnreTfwcart4fle 

POM IWGOF8HOIf(F3nflASn0Dfi 5 Wan (71V 

e 4KTOTWOOOST)CX(J!3Cftite-lOG DtertB 

0 0HaUDp^l«68Uiagw48 8 ..^___ 

2024 MMSGBItB) mSMun4V?SoSSh} 

B DllBOWA pj UcUteMtor 4 07 G Una 

3 SHESAlWttKft3{?Pl*rt«6i487 J 


BETnMk11-4i)nnwin,8-1HtalvWgadiHL8lit^AWiniMi;8-1Ai8- 
fcrt Gni, 7-1 MoMgidtel, 8-1 Gw* Pop* 10-1 to* Ol 
Ud, 30-10*8 Tie Two 


EDINBURGH & NEWCASTLE 
UNIVERSITY TURF:OLUBS 
HANDICAP HURDLE (C^SS D) 
£3,700 added 2m 8f llOj^s 

1 can RaBiAijQmoaBamsiinx*^™ 1 *?) 

2 b »2 

— J Suppta 

3 35» KWOF1ICHOflSEfl825Bj(ftwlfig i j^ 

4 4qmi s»ffr Moaip^ k o*rCiTo^l3a»*» B 

-«dadnd. 

IDS Du ftnfc* 

4 ®OARD CONDTfpNAL 

JOCKEYS HANDICAP t#&LE 
(CLASS E) £3 l 000" rtdc * ed 
2m 110yds ' -U. 

43J432 WSUND 1WY (7) 8 4^^ - 

uiwftCK uai £ 

aw SSSffSSSS^SSlt 

„ _ -iifcdmfl- 
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ASCOT 


12-50 Mystik Day Hy PERION “ 

issas™—* asss*— 

^3° Celibate 4 -10 Pa I am or 

— — - — 


— — — ~uu 

• sh«sh£::-,:h 

- 6 declared - - ■ * mormon 


«»&>■« nLdn 


. *■ “-^SSffisSBsa..., „ J ^ - 

5 Br _ 

^ ewes? fo^sa, . 


OCrSUtoan 


6 WOTSOMG sT r 

°»ge. tec* epauJcc. orange up 


o*qi C L‘jnn« no J UajN p) 
6j'D*'£rmv£. 


Caros -103 

■ wge. tec* epaate o*ange caa 

Cpwia Queen 6 1> 9 P hide 3-t (J (kttorcfl 6 fan 
‘ GiNfiBB fOR“ GUIDE 


WETHERBY 


HYPERION 

12.40 Golden Thunderbolt 2.50 Pridwell 
1.10 Spearhead Again 3.25 One Man 

1.45 Good Vibes 4.00 Amitge 

2j0 Simply Dashing 


GOING: Good to Fim. 

• Left-hand oval chart. ftn-n of 200yds sightly 14ML 

• # Corns s NE of town on Bt23* near junction of 458 and Al ADMISSION: Cbb SO, Tte- 
teraafa /awidstend Wan Ca Cane enclosure E3 (wwr ertzera Ci50) CAR PARK: 
centre of course CIO fndutfng up to 4 adutej 

• IXADt MG TRAINERS: Mm M Revetoy «-«6 {2S3%1 0 RJchante 23-96 0»M □ MchoS- 
■on 1&6S (276%), Ure S Smith vws 065%* M W Eastetoy U-B2 (Q7%j 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Niven 42-156 (269%). L Wyer 35.145 pU%L A Msouke 21-88 
{244M R Ganftty 11-117 (64%). R Dunwoody 7 25 (26%). R Sipple &8Q «)%l 
#«TOURnES:»M23(435»). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIKE: tone. 


BOLTON PERCY NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q £5,000 
added 2m 


.1 0- AL20T1C (FIB) (Bay Poker) J Norton 4 n 6 OByrn# 

2 6632- BANKS COUNT (231) (U3Hewr}M WEasfaby 5 HO A P McCoy 

3 2 GOLDEN THUNDHtBOU P) (Cortrac Piomctans) N Ti*Jar 4 n 0 RDwwoody 

4 06422 L0RDQFTHEMGS(S5)(BF) (OBkHtoOdRoong) FIA«phy5ll 0 OTtaWp) 

5 0060U- MY SHENANDOAH (2<S) (Pater GcmfcyjJHDUQid JcWscn 6 Ti 0 . UrSOunckfT) 

BETTING: 54 Banter Court, 7-4 GoMan^ ThcndertpH. 9-2 Lord Of The Rings. 20 often 
S86: Green Of Spadn 6 » 9 C Una^n evens to/ (N TwaonOwss) O ran 


14 ml ARTHUR STEPHENSON NOVICE H’CAP CHASE (CLASS 
I l,lu l C) £6,500 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 • 0OF6-1 a»emHEAD AGAIN (11) (0)[LenJd«nB^»fcsV Wans BT1 to 

2 003-1 SYMBOL OF SUCCSS (7) (NOT Raring Syntax DY«ams6 n 9,JlrSn»*P) 

3 SM2P UFBUOY(26^(D)^pAss5JTiinB)J1»re6TIO RSippN 

4 QOmj GAVASKAR (7) (DW Steers) A Streeter BDO^ _._TSey 

^■4 dnrln i yl — 

BETTING: Ewrs Symbol 01 Socceas, M Speeitieed Again, 6 Lffafauoy, 14 GMMkar 
®96: PotwiBay 7tl e A Magee 2-1 fav (D Mritesen) 9 ran 

I i “2,|- 1 STANLEY RACING HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) 
£5,000 added 2m 

1 1UW3 yUBRALffi(UaA){3S)(D){aF)PAJdTBcr)MPpe5T20 -APUcCey 


NEWMARKET 


HYPERION 

1 00 Pontoon 3.10 Dashing Chief 

IJORbvMar 3.45 MYRTLE QUEST (nap) 

2.05 Dark Mile 4-15 Youdonteay 

2^0 Samara (nb) 

GOING: Good » Ftm. STALLS: Far SkJa DRAW ADVANTAGE: tona 

B HBta awaz 

RLVOURITES: 22S682 PET^ 

, BUNKBTEPFMSTTNMEWwa .. „ . — 


H EBF BALATON LODGE MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) 
M £5,000 added 2YO Allies 7f _ 

CERTAIN DANGER pel & Jerry 08Hn)RI*«W ® 11 ^ ?rT*!n !« 

3 S?^s=s 

»»oc puRfifU-fW JGeJoy) B 1-fcB n.. JIMis 

MOCKERY (9»»* a n ""T - S Sender* 18 


M4VGROUPIIjoriHo«rdDeVft»lm)UraJceei8ii eitatonii 


SgSsS'eEEr 
E^l&stSSStZ £5S^r===== 


F Norton 11 
.K Man 10 


. . _.t n™*eL a llirfm WMr « 


« 0 .10 Har***d - 

(20 23 ran 


™ SPARK PLUGS SELLING STAKES (CLASS E) 

- FT-30] £5000 added W l"i fl Ffwx*^i7 

:N 

■i «n SabiS9&SEss»s9i=B£ ss 

l a» 5H!taa'Si^^Sff-==rs- 5SS22! 


71 030050 


Mma SmEYSw0^5^r'eE^B8 8fl — --- _.KHodg»oo4 

& JSfSM 




GHmnJP)7 

_PCtay(7)ia 


gMydagoswS Maanr 


dm toy«ff^3 95 7„ 

atop — ui ii i»~~r.r^iri^-r ar4iii vfl BwJ^yf.cLuiafmS Ji Pertwn r 

§S SBB®«ra 

tag SWJOOBlfMMWIA* ^7dQCia^^ 7DWW ^Drtlo*® ,B ?^^ 


0 srss£^».J=^ 

r=S J-.ns 

: ■* "•aafeSSspffls* — J1B " 4 ' B 

, -031S5 »» ,aB 


s ^ pn(D)WteS S^£ 3 , « s * rf385 — 1 

-42BI 


jiHSusas 


*M«na ffa Song OfTha Sword, ontther useful on ha FH landed the odds three tmas 
over timber in May, but ha has mote to do wider a 7b penalty n tftt company At least 

tie ws h3M bean sharpened ip by a taceni Fid run at Newmariret. ahhough he fnMad 
crtyWhc <20 SeMdlon. ONGEH FOX 


5!^iSRS^ t55r!a:i: aasssrBK 


cel BAGSHOT HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) fp pfM 'I 
z£J £12,000 added 3m 110yds l ppul 

43B-1 BEKTONE (17) (C) (Mi Many J Dufay) KBMeyB 120. . . . . ATborttOR 

Qeennfnd RMnt, wttorelMMs. ndeap 

W tNCHCA61DCH(Fl4)(CO)(FJOite) JKngan S .. JCutoty 

abrt. om i w Bptefic tte io i .ei te eO g wr'cep 

G5-1F FATHB1SKY (14) ® P<«redi krnfc*$0aier«od6 T1 0 JCMOndB 

Aipba«/)ebr|hakeaL«lNMitaasH4 aabntfap 

1833 BARONET (U0)fD){MriDMd1toTpgji)DNEKfeon 7 Qil . . RJMaaoa 

ftnfc PMDii bov b«>L fteijeed ritewa cute cbd 
CP 3-4 STORtfTRACKER{41) (D) (BF) (Tim Dwat C WtMdon 8 09. .GBndhy 

CM Bta.eneaU am dbb tub. wMsdsemiRt cap 

2*12-3 SAMLS (28) A IMHB Ur ftvMnhol P Hobba B 10 9 P fUlgteW 

Dark Bte IHm 9k, Had abares 

G36U HtLDKALK (14) (D) (M L Stm) R Ctrta n tt 1 - DHcnlt 

RM Me staaMA rad aw 09y Mgmaned op 

GiP2l- OOOffEB1YOU(tt3)m(VUcv)CMartadi8«0-. CUmkNB 

WA tegs ntm 4Pdii. eMeaMMi e«o«9W 

PS22- WSH STAMP (F4j) (CS) (P0Tkml)FMvphy8 CO PCmfny 

Em*aomn,^rvq»mt*ae*a,ttangeap 


-vw . ivwiniuiQrim 

RIURKB m# FORM GUIDE 

SES&ZZ'JSZ "J* ** when wan « 1 W Henry CecJ Iasi year, node a 
^ it^ ft ^!”L <clljrth to ^eamanoal Newtvy r Feb- 
■LiSL . nampaied approactng ihe itwd last when pWted uo n Aunrees Uam 
***» onto only eteeecyjem run but can conlrmite^ggrt to h^StlS 


OaI UNITED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP fj 
rrJ CHASE (CLASS B) £25fi00 added 2m Ii 

Q«4- STORM AIEHT (203) (CO) (Mo Dwp Pawd) D Ndtttao tl T1 D . . 

Oort tJri. uillnwitaiii. dM BbevidndmxMfm 
P303> BK! MATT (UQ (CO) fT Bo4Wd ml W Brawn) N Hsndencr 9 1) Q J 
itaftMt bmn sieves, MAietrnfaa 

23F21 CBJBATE p4) (D) (Standard &dge Pgrmtp] C Mam 8 tl Q 

Gny wdoaige igemmA ooepe tenet, dart tee cap 

02540- faBREET (233) (CO) (Ms .6 Emery] P Hottxi 1) d H - 

Mm CM tee ttpa, oak Okmtixm. yeftw aiMa da ap 

22C1- LAND AFAR (2S2) (D) (T J Fad) P R YfeCOer O <38 . 

Bnpe. okmi spots, teijestoMK redeems (men cap 
W& LKJTAfffl (178) (CO) (its P A H Hartey) Uss V WArra t) «5 . f 
Dart pm and pMow OpartamO. »!»» skw 

3431-3 DOWNT)£FELL(7)(D)(Mrs3Jrirsoi^ JHavad Jdrson8 01 

floiefteeantf veto* amends, nyeibbe atomes, rtlwsniE mdcap 


_ GBtadMy 


RThoneonfR 


mi-3 NKAN JOCKEY p) (CO) (SLori M MemeO M Bps 5 0 IL. 

Sta*. *Mb hoepa and teeMs 


2 2328- GOOD VIBES (BN) (CD) (GE Stated TEaoerby 5 HD - LWyar 

3 211/31 WELSH IBLL(T7) (CD) (0 S tU) tes M Hereby BOO PNMo 

4 4604- F0RE5TAL (183) (D) ftKy MaG*M J H omkJ J tfraon 5 O Q AMagtee 

5 II- ALA6ANG p33)(D) ^le Raring CLfcj M Caraadr fl tl 8 RDumnody 

6 25-122 SKRETSSW1CE(T7)(D) pffpuy Read) CTtaattr 505 -NHorrodap) 


BETTING: 3 Abated, 10M0 ForeMM, 74 GoodVfaae, S WaM Mil, BYUMae, 7 Sacral Servlee 
096 Dna (fan 5 it 2 A Ma9*a n-S tot g Hnnd Jriroon) 5 nn 


|9 OH I PETERHOUSE GROUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS B) 
£10,000 added 2m 4f 110yd» 

1 mra- SHFtYPASHWGg53)(CO)(BF)( S te io lMinmond)TEnadiya T> 0 LWyar 

2 n*F SBKJR B. BCTSitm (i<; (DJ [Geranl NodO **»S to* S Tl fl -A P McCoy 

3 PlF-33 a£MOT(9)(C)(D)(DemoYMy)PRytttar91lD AMapabe 

4 1fi44 STRAIN ROYAL (1 7) (D) (Lady Am BetarckJOfterrann 03 -If Bream 

«4 dKtatd * 

BETTMG: Ml Staply ItoNie, 11-4 GMreol, 6 Saner Q BatraOL 7 Bba&i ftryM 
096: Suely Hera 5 O 6 R Dwmody 7-1 (P Bnwi) 4 nn 

{9 drI TOTE WEST YORKSHIRE HURDLE (Grade 2) 

I (CLASS A) £18-500 added 3m If ^ 

1 0201- PRDWEU.(l8^gonB6BanlodinlRaHFYrlnartv)MPpB71l4 — A P McCoy 

tUra BMlMemttepNitteWMiara OK teedtareonteMM esp 

2 142(0- MSTMGUETT (215) (BF) (Jdr Dug^n) N mlDn-DMea 5 n 2 CUa—flyn 

Rojtitbe, aangHaan c o ng a amn . yMMawtet dap 

BETTING: 44 PridmB, iVlOlltatagnait 
OW: Mitel 9 n 0 R tXnmody 7-4 Iw g RzOerefeq 7 mn 
FORM GUIDE 

The Nigel TWston-Davles team has not made ha usual flying start but UHSTINGUETT 
can beat 9aHary opponent Pridami. F’erheps over the top when third to Ro uwHil B on 
her finBl outtog al Chepstow Maringtoguetl had prevtauEfy run her heart out trying to 
Imp tabs an Mete A Stand ki the Champion Hurdle PridwH hes been ptoced In a Chem- 
pai ana after appearing not u las! the trd h the StaywW HwtSa he won on Ms final 
atan at Heydoch over. the beat part of three, mflee. M a Unp uett may pr my not coma back 
tor her best, and Prtdwel taAhtefi capabie of chucttig « «« teoy Ho m dofnaety nrt 
one to beck at abort odda. . • Selection: MSTHGUETT 


■ocl CHARUE HALL CHASE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) 

•^1 £30,000 added 3m If 

3221F- BARTON BAMC (IIS) (CO) (BF) 7*3 J Mote] Dtohokon 11 Tl O JUbgria 

Emated green; aMa tea eoareU(ymcRA "Mb ter 

TOP- ONE MAN (212) (CC5 0F) g tabs) G ftetwda B h 8 RDureoedy 

HR mmt, ^eanSaam. telaateHA ytenveap; «fra 

Wl HERMES HARVEST (7) ffl) (MreBW Mite) Dten 9 It 2 teSfkmfcV 

ltfitea. dterteeaaaAandcoD 


tat "AN rah, rejef tea cap 
-SdacM- 

BETTlNB:fr4 Qu a rt P ar« K 5« Snare. 3 atetefa. I tret C am teU sMimrenly Ray 

eee AHoyal 3 8 8 M Eddery 64 tor (H Caoq M«n (7) 8 nr 

FORM GUIDE 

DESERT BEAUTY, mho goes tar IMa to preference to tha Ladbroka Autumn Handcap, 
went off ttw S4 trerourlte tar a 2S4umer race over sewn katonga of Kfia couma a tort- 


rftei *0® and duly obfiged - dofaalhg Return Of Amin a langth and three-quartore - and 
there la probably bettor stl to coma Michael Stomata liy was an odds-on www □( b 
S efisbury makton In August and aha Mahed aa lengtha ctoar ol the ttad when ronnhg 
Shawm to Ian than a'Mngth al Haydock in batman victoilaa Law Commtotooa was 
wtantag torthe fra time In T3 months whan a length too good far Daratog OopM Good- 
rood In September but hea mn unplaced n boBi races since and it may ba toll to Bak- 
atafta and Samara to falow my aa/action home. Balalaika aon over a Iwtong lialher here 
to May and had a length to hand of Samara (Epeom winner to Jww and bealan orty a 
head and a nadc by AJrarehtarak In a Gretfa Three at Doncaster) whan they were towlh 
aid -fifth of T7 behind Cododa to tha Pnx De LOpara (Group t\m>) a Longchatrp last 
time Geiaetion: DESERT BEAUTY 


|o ml NGKSPARK PLUGS ZETLAND STAKES (Listed) pa 
I 1 u I (CLASS A) £14,000 added 2YO 1m 2f ^ 

1 0401 OASHMG CTOff^(^oto tangaj M Janto B h SSandare190 

2 5SM5D KMNI BRAVE (IS) gKSto^ 3 Marten 8 tl MTktate8B94 

taf aid ytew (quatoa^ ulpal atom md cap 

3 1 9N0K (SB) (ffrirgi taring) MJotnacn 81J DHotoodSW 

Ho»to tea. ttere oon bafia Itoyef bua ataeva*, teto ram and cap 

-4 8 ST HELB6RELO pa) (D) (Pai Da«M M Johnoon B H JRaUSM 

ltalow; red ztixnca. red tearea ia—adtomte Mack cap 

5 2» THE G8E G8K (t2) 9t P 6 M Baicw) M Hatenae B Tl ^0nrem594 

Btekantftabe diNxrtx iMHBred op 

6 3 UGHTRULEpmAbdUkhA^BHartuySB KftiD0497 

Had tdMabreoaateto cap red apod 

7 0 TWGGHIHAPPYffl (RWfigginN MJdratonaa JCamil7S6 

Eoaokt greaa redrepa Mredtesns, gmn and red sefpad op 

BETTING: 1 Slncn. 4 M[ptf IMa, »2 SI I to m te W tr , S fteahtag Ctod <0 ThaGaneOe*, Wagarftop- 
py, IB Kkata Brwe 

see: Sher Pabtorii 2 8 8 ta Eddery B4 g Dutort tibMn n 8 «1 
FORM GUIDE 

8IN0N, aao-1 winner of hla stogta start to date ow afurtong ahortarto Ftodcar five weeks 
aga detoteed e tebl e mtov DoUra Btode (the 8-1 tawurtto) two and a reef lengtha. Stoon 
la burnt to pnvaea and tha artm fudong ahoWd ate him admiratily Johnston ie trebto- 
handed wfth St t to to nat la l d and THggar Happy guEetster 10 Eldorado) atoo wider on 
dare but the Wridatoam handter teas the aetoedon to tort of this pafc After gotog to to 
Bata to Saptentoer on Mb introduction. St Hetonefieid urea baatan a length and a haK by 
nrerttetoeBerABakk to a three- runner race ar La ceatot-THgoar Happ y ttotehed a Sevan- 
■nd-tohaKtongdi seventh of 18 to Mertfen at Doncaster on her dabut StoarA toughest 
dval rritet tie NlgM Bute. aB the better ft* her opentog Ncntingham pm) third behind 
totting Rose to September and centel to be Bean to greater advantage over thb top. 
Dashing Chief won over Ihto trip at Pontefract SetecSon: SNON 


reel LADBROKE AUTUMN HANDICAP (CLASS C) (*a 

■^°I £40j000 added 1m L.V-L 


20018 HKRMOWgqTOWP toM ^tM W^ C WP taateBpqJI tto eaneyp)”^ 

8500 smNTWHARCWWT^^S^S!Sjl)wkto39flMiaren«rfl97 
BTOmmdflresritf^fitoMTteMsteefeap 

53tt DESSn’TRACK(l4)CT (StaknMoharrrrw^ JGosdan398 GHtadtlft) 

Mmn tote teem, ranancqaaAtoter 


8 a ta re as , maroon cap aftte ter 


03861 PRSICE OF DBQAL (7) (D) U S GUfen) D AlbuOidt 3 9 6 8WUtaortl26fl0 

033320 KOnSffl^gHffctamJtoanfMriAtaiteaSS ACbrtS 101 

Sere# gw aMtanAtepmuMw 

40600 WB30NARSatALI7)(q[Bu m^f^ KBNBp596- RRN«*ffl772 

Unto green ana wMa tare toKj . tokad tew as 

1SPM PMNCE(VMWm(»GadmOiiSi4liidH4flT)dDnS8a — JW nw 1998 
CkaniKBiflnonnDqDatoaRafetoteckflntfateigeqHMNadap 
38406 BBUJI&Ba)Mm(lte»J5wrtPHBcSar4B9 AifcflfcnaB HI2 


033020 KOIS 


HS>wS(»*MJGB0Ba)PHB^W4B9 AllcGtonaS HI 2 


JVW LW WI W 1 I nraay7 > w. r vr^ - - 

Hteflrtogmyrel»lJBdibe*aBiyarin*tetodo*p 
30684 POMONA 03) (oTpkytir FtonfllJd) P M4ri 493 :r __ 


(0) (SkytvRniglJd)Plwfi493 n JRtema17HB 

■ rteawdanddbnrton can grqrteaea, ad temsreS 
SUL (1« ff) rtrehrLOSmirJ B WmbI 792.JI Fantoi 23 91 

ft* oar Dost of bradw and rented 


11 000MQ SAJFAN (M) (CO) >i*L &W*)D Ucr« 8 B2— N Day28 B KM 

M((MMiaaalltetf state 

e -0383 SHARP -SSmJaaZIffl 

n 402200 PERSIAN HYRE(1^(q(D)(ton»f(^£)JBenv 5 91. — T E Duran (3) 13 704 

Btoft ad iteto teboto nja bka teaw, teak and "Me watered cap 
« KTC RSHU£HT^pS](D^(C?wte^SaCliU8te»391-..JfWd240fl 

< 63280 CH£OT{n)m(Bte3(834)S3QLIIra«9B0 Candy Monte 4 103 

e ^o Ftotota ,4 « 

® ‘ Wmdoasl«ten/«i*ta,)Nbwete 

17 a^FOflYOURetESOfflTfl^ ff^aftoJTEaBfcrtyaaO RWtoitonCTIOBflS 

mutramoncrei 

fl Ti ff ^ T P0USHBHYTHM(21)( D)(GA Httad)QHuttretl4a8 DffDonotore2K2 


C -44230 


« M9CB BOOJUN(H)0*flADftW«jBto38tt Mb 16 103 

torfttea^teteteMadteMAteBiaFLffm etooenrf 
20 000411 jWOtaETW0(18) P9PMWliB9M)ft¥IISatte38 8 — JJenMteaaaail Vffl 


a .BHte — 

9 i G42M 9IKSr«J0NN(MH0)SJRSMtote|NftBB3B8 — — G Carter Z7 JOT 

21 rMjtomdtntegteteMiteriMOMMr 

22 4^08 T Spate 20 97 


BETTMG: 7-2 Catetto, HOmtTtaa Fte, totea Jocks* 5-1 laodltttelMBa*** 

Aten, 1H Onto. 14-1 Leotard 
t996 Store Alart 8 n a R Jrinor am tor 1C Nrinkoni < ran 
FORM GUTOE 

Wui tnterei Jeekay and Down The Pan n tna Iraki, they are Ntey ■» fl«» •’ 

■MchahoWd wore ri LAMP ABARtetreout The ton-yaar«<dtetrte8yite fl inn ret ”""^ 

ste pm tonon •tetwtg tera tow * torpan Jfti fnte*w MCfliid 

racaa. alnthe b ea t c o mp a n y On Itetecona raq ha tWtodCeMMteratoa^yg^” 

at Cheteham, tatetfl leaa than topactod from o» aeeond teat tea «W»te»“ , rT 
ly hta twowoa and me paca raa not teongiand Afar cat rererte jteon^«»>^ 
beta on 5fc banar arm Cafcae ware on to be thatl to Or « tea Anna «« 

good be*ng Amando (rw: 8to) a toigto and thre*te*rtare M Kampiononttereoiire 

ralun Land Ator bate w m«l larxRha war ihe arena ftp fiiw tonaote^ te«*retore 

tottan Jackw aeUkt be atead by a agtar courea Ban there Whatl h a *mb 

aid datancanAprtSdbtmaFBEtewtehre only rwMtteopporteS Bnd *te td nOTg 

Irm tha bat Do«a Tte FM eryoyiKf ha Gna« tew itete wtorfng at teteMM oano 

Natonai day f Cetera tel * die tfth) He w« oe « star a hurde* nre re Cartra ow » 
tales firasned btend Land Ater. S aia e do rr . LAND AFAR 


BETTWG: 4-1 tochcpMoch. W SretetoM Banana, tamlredm 11-2 Fatter Sky. 1« teraato, 
7-1 kteh Strap, ia-1 Gad Spaed Tflou. 28-1 Mtotek 
896 Go 8te»c 7 to 4 M A FBzrenH 3-1 g OSm) 5 nn 
FORM QUtOE 

STORMTRACKER entoyed a good tost season over toncea wrong re Worcester and 
Owitoham in the autwm end wont on to run e binder horn eta out oMha tendcap n 


tha National Hunt Hantcep Chase et the fettkal to be 8 length and a half second ro 
Ftyers Nap He «rea puled up in the Scottish Natural next tone when seemng not to 


Flyers Nap He «res puled up in the Scottish National next tone when seenang nos to 
stay, but there was plenty of encouragement in Ms reappearance towtfi to Garrytaugh 
M Market Rasen. beaten arty about two tongas. When StermtracJrer was puled up re 
Ayr. S e ndee and Baronet mea led them a oi voa to be second and (had to Balmont Kng 
They wB bean wn more races teten retimed to tanger vpe Sandee flnrehed are and a 
naif lengtha trtrd to Fat he r Sky on Ms Chepstow return and has euery chance of mw- 
twreng those piadngs. twlh the run behnd him and a fita pte inchceMach vwn hs tost 
throe dans «or fences lost season after lu Cosorewrtch trumph. nctadng a beating d 
Go Stestjc over course and (Sstanca BertonecUwelDwtaasaasJyasheddatWietner' 
by on Ms return Oher a bad bkxtder five out. Selection: STORMTRACKER 


t o nc ] SILL BIGMORE BOTH fflRTHOAY NOVKX HANDICAP 
l J ‘ uo l HURDLE (CLASS E) £5,000 added 2m 4f 

1 tXS-n SUPRClIECHAflM (1<)(BF)fP.J\£aOKBetor 5TI 8 

2 -5101 HEKNa*8TWRUUESt*3)iTtaMoc«tentere)ftBodJer5fl8.. — ° W T M ‘ 

3 1C231 LEAP M THE DAMC « (D) (Ms DJ Momenta LSddM Bit 3 

4 33UI-3 AMBBlSRUBt(ta)(D) (W)fRE&irtntoxP] DOarekteB A 3 -J' g " 

5 *520 BUWaW7BONCT(D|<«WflneCSrnahfl>t3~--- 

6 41183 MttgYHBIteOOOtmcarHHiirtiertATDgaertMStogwtagni-J Jte teM 

7 50O-M BAYRUR(18Qmi7 > A0a«MRBatey5to8 

6 BOOP-t ROS8BJ.BLAIC (34) tR6aen*JteEtafwe)lk»Jltaan6ton State* 

g asm isvrrsPfflDE(ts}(GEHMRi}jto*>6to« ?T r 

S PW» TOFANQApaa) ftcpang>taK retep)Jta *»tt5to9 S "*» B 

BETTMG:M<teritePtta5lfaearttetfoo4< ta «» tete te n4 taK>a>iwTaa tateTM LMR 

to Ttaa DertL 7 Btaatw Witsoa Supnbm Chare, SO Amber Spark. 12 Bay Fte » Tkpaogi 

896 CW Hoppar 6 8 0 M fiefaros TI-2 (W Mir] 6 ran 

[r » reS I 8INRELD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS D) EBJOOD added 
j o.**vj 2m 3f 110yds 

1 3-TOl ANLAH (USA) (79) S»® Genres PHotai 5 H6 , _BltaeB 

2 2KB HERBERT LODGE (8)0) (Mrs Hairy jDteeflKBateyB U 5 -*7taraa> 

3 ooa^ EULD8Y(197) (tatotaCocpanRRCMre7lt i - 

4 FE8 GRU«Xtepsg(WtoLCTsjkir)IABLte)4or8ri 1 S tag* ; 

5 F33- CASTLEVE fi60)(l*»DPfwteT)J Harem tenrnsro FOateoy 

6 P4B82 FAM80C«YCT«(fc*talQre)PButor6nO TJ toMy 

7 434- MR MOONLIGHT 053) (Ms JACchanlCBrodaSTTO .Careflto* 

-7di^tf a 

BETTtHCLS-4 Aretoh,3Eakjgy,7-2HeitaertLodge, 10Fte8oelat]t12MrMcx)rtBBM,*9O* t ^* # , j 

Grandon 

896. Seong Promee 5 >1 5 K Gate PM4 tor IG Hubbarte 2 rei 

I re in l COPPER HORSE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS B) £7,000 
added 2m 110yds 

1 3054 GREENBACK 0BI(t4) (Q(P) geek JoaephlPHefcta 68 to --Ctate 

2 HF34- CAIHAMKHB)IYE(^m(KtattaParea»diriGMcCa«9Tl6-tayl Jteag) | 

3 toti-i NAHHAS«AUPto(CFSpemrenwA]GLUQcre6 0 2. — ._Rjflfraon ; 

4 -FtOl AALAMON (USA) (21) (D) prtfwd Press) PEcriasAtoB Rtaere 

5 tTO-2 WGEM(B)(D)pF)(GZUaQPNctak5to1 _-LCM»mln* (5) 

8 31-03 SCOTTISH BAMB1 p) (D)(VB tomJKrty] PR tetoar 9 80 JOteama 

BETTWG.'M NteraweA, 5-2 Patomon, 3 lbs ErftT2CreX8fei Khetere, Scrttteh taaM, M &«an- | 


890 9her Guam 6 11 4 S Ryan 15) 5-2 (R AMust) 5 an 


4 PP4U-5 IIASTBIBOSTON(17)(g(MKOttBo4RWxxtause91l2 WDwn 

Stock aid nhtoptoherfl- teens nenadLlptoteradcap 
-4dactorad- 

aETTMB: eveoe Oea Ita, 11-10 Barton Bate 18 Harms Harare, » Iteaare Boam 
896' One Man B 11 to R Dininody 6T1 ter (G Uchante] 4 ran 
FORMGUTOe 

HERMeS HARVEST may not be toe most Btely wtaner of the low who face the starts*; 
but he to the only conceivable beL One Man broke a Mood vessel on Ms teal start last 
season, and wh»a Ms other da ap p u titme n t a hrere been variously atti touted to lack of 
stamkie end tor dMkeot Ow h s T he m , netther theory s con v incing, \tety few horses go 
fim travefeig sweetly to being out anther feet tea natter at sbittos, and tea here seen 
OnaMaidothatthreefimeAlncluringwtianhBwonlhetGngGeargelastseasoaWire. 
ever tha reason tar thto it nighl be risky to fteck such a horse at a short price Barton 
Breiktaswyorters were cheered by Ms runs a> the CheftBnham and Artree Festivals last 
season. But ihe race ha won al Aimree was wiconpetitivfl, and whie Ms Gold Cw> sec- 
ond was a credtobto eflort there were vaid excuses far rivals who deappointed. Nei- 
iher of those rane contims that Barton Bank to back to Me very best, and we shotet not 
overtook that he tal tost time out Hamas Harvest haa a sporting chance ot beating bath 
these previous wirmers of Ihe Charte Hal Selection: HERMES HARVEST 


fre nnj WENSLEYDALE HURDLE (Grade 2) (CLASS A) rsri 
HjUU l £14^X30 added 3YO 2m 1 I 

1 1 M0NMCH8 PURSUrr (II) (CD) (Mrs Jaen P Comavr} T Eastatoy tl 2 LWyar 

MO* tote 2x arte cep jetowrar 

2 in AMITGE (Hq(M)(D)flflLta »ta IM*)M Pipe ttl A P McCoy 

Itotttre oangahoept, tertttateoes, arave saa drtfite cflt ow«ater 

3 COU»frTOt<Y(F72) (LMcn n ISnd Pwtrwshpf7)) M Hanmond 8 12 DBanOay 

Oeen and red efetafa grean atoem^ aMto dtoaonte Mfte cep nd dterend 

4 JDBDOBCORD(H7)ffaay)T&stot>y«tt CUawelyn 

Lgn hta, red eras tokmtee and rep 

5 LIMPAKLEffiND (WFoodaPfcj LteMRewtef to 8 Plftren 

Email green, tegeyaiwapcei arrwskf green teeras, yefavApote. (etavrep 

6 21 F SIGNS) MACULATE (F33) (BF) (M (toasef) Fterphy 07 Affegtea 

Emea/dgaai. btac* sssrns.dehotaan tesres. anoMgmen cep. tfeclrapoto 

7 B8 T0P8fflLF(2^(Ulctau)PBB®n87 Wto tete n gan 

tafandtetetotaas. efteataen&mdapoto redrep 
- 7 da cto rad - 

B£mwa2Are k B«.3Mc ere ch s P u re u fl.4atanadtorecutete.5LxpteUgand.10LoidDtoccrt, 

Lavtteua,20TtapStwB 

86B: Befcoor 3 V 8 B Fsntn 4-1 (QBaktag) 8ren 

FORM GUIDE 

Ills hard know how good STONED I MACULATE might be war tort* but her latest 
tw&mto success cm the Ftetfram aubaequent wtanec Stpowttz, suggests lha there nay 
be bettor to come. Amaeahasetartododds-ontowkiaDthmeofherslartsavBrhw- 
dfee She may not hrera beeton mute, but Martin Ptpte f»y is gaining confidence and her 
■qperfanos Jhoukf stand tor h good stead- Tha mkfdto of her tteee rww was or Hbraas- 
ter and tha pteced horses hare bath won since D e te ctio n: STONHJ MACULATE 


» 002500 PHUCTAR(2B)(D)(MgN6fefelNKBute4S6 CUietar(3)1B9t 

Kite emiatf gran apsUtereidtere oe cfeewA yatarcrer 

25 06485 RABBOW RAIN (USA) (109) p) (P VtCartiy) SDow385_ — . Jtena ONaM 12 IDS 

Btocfc afar ates; Ri i n ir te av eB. hto rir eanta areflteron ytenr rep 

26 -880 HURTLfflSnr (26) TO (Mrs tan ftoretfafl Lort Hutegdm4B3 J FEgwi2S IDS 

Rarf pi* teeree nd ante*, pint op 

27 020000 AHTFULQAME{M){P)(5PLansdO*nRBing]MHeeionaB5B8-£DitNnSV90 

MtaPdteitawtarateitaBreAltofa r tomte i wfc w caPiPUPto dteaorte 

2B 54M01 BBg)RIMT(tfl)p) (We F»rn) Diktats 7 to Dwreo MtoWt (3) 5 B Iff] 

tafano ereto (hekeflk sfeaei rreenarL anrerekf oean op 

—28 dtdndm 

BETTWG: 6-1 Date* Track, 9-1 Prince of DwM, ta-1 Conaott, Fbr^ tour Eyes Only; Mali U^l, Jaw 
Owetao, 18-1 Staton Karcowt, 20-1 Myrtle Quest, Pcrem.Srttei. Swap Refaufl. 22-1 Mtua 
886: Sedan 7 8 8 N Day 33-1 (D Mnrta) itare (7) 26 ran 
FORM GUIDE 


DE8EITTTHACK an h-farm and progressive thres-yeen-okL Is one to here on yow aide 
and. despite plenty ol opposition, w* take the beraig h Ns bid lor the foMrfclt John 
Goedenta runnec uiplBced on Ms elntfa atari st twcu was ■ remote third af Newcastta in 
June on his return but narrowly justified favowtttam on ihe July Cause her nact time and, 
attar e et -day abaenee. defied tQM in a Radcar handcap. A 9fa Mre rrfight not stop Mm 


here Satan.whotandadtMsaywagortfaabloiiMrmariLrBtumedtofarmreRBd- 
car ki Augiat end ran tawtit to Prince Of Dardal re Nawbwy. Horerrer. Saltan bare artv 


car ta August and ran iourth to Prtnoe Of Pardal re Nswbwy. H ora rer . Saltan bare orty 
ora home In the 30vunnar raw won ty Grtf Sheadl cw course end dstence a flartR^d 
back when For texur Eyee Ooty was beeton orty halt a tongth to aeccond. Tim Easter- 1 
byta nrner firashed tour lengths dear of the tied that day and should ogam hew a say 
tathafinteh.Sotoo.shoJdPreiceOfOenlBLwftowonoNerarnteandatwtongBtNew- 
buy a week ago - Walton Arsenal and Consort itth and t2lh of «. Coneort was beat- 
en a neck and ha» a Ireigth by JayOwe-TWo war course and dtetanca two weeks ago 
- Grand Muaica and SBk 8t John behind - and a Ob pte gives hkn good prospects of 
tuning ihre farm around with RtahenfVtttaicarte rumor Consort rase damtongthseo- 
ond of 22 to GJf Shaed at Aseol before tat with BrfiRant Red and Ftar Ytour Eyw Only 
sixlh and ninth Pomona’a towlh o4 25 to Kerens « Ascot with Haft Light and Queens 
Conatd fa arrears puts her in thsptatWB. Selectton: DESERT TRACK 


Ire 1 el BURROUGH GREEN HANDICAP (CLASS D) I CM 
£6,000 added 7f I 


1 02D81 VICTDRYTEAM (8) (D) (RJLarel^ G BattnB580 RStudbckw (7)» 74 

Wta radste temeaandrep 

2 605060 YOUDONTSAympbmNriidte)TJrtou0«ii598 DmOTMISSS 

Gteipa. ahte sktad teem, nhte cap 

3 TT0Q5 SARDrtq(D)(taMAateCn)ABstey49C DVAVS5B5 

L^r Ure. red iteroood write Hanes, tgte tta ant) red qwrfMd rep 

4 22(002 UNDERCOVB1AGBfrfM(D){JmnnreerhrtrtJDirkp399 GCetarlR 

ftipto and oarna dbisofa. pwpto stares a«t cap 

5 323300 5TYLEMNCBt(4)fttsCAHodgBte)RWMtar398 ACt*ene2283 

fltac^AnBRMbflpotoitfoittiffidcBp 

6 633002 AL MAStOOR (35) (Al l**«m Ftartmhp) J W f^ne 3 9 B_ — Daac Mdteorei 7 7B 

EmeteU gnat, nfte sac arated green tod btack hooped aasres 

7 2S2UD 8taJSKY(t9 )(nieG oMPartiei«Np lMHBa BavSte39 5 ACterk480 

B 5-5000 POl^EQ!ffK^^gR^BMSi^2^^ B ^_ll'Utani5S0 

ftidlteRlwart 

9 000064 BRAVBtEARr(11)(pF)(WHRxaort)y)MQnnai392 ^SaxterellTB 

MMe. mdaeeaa. rndBndwhbg&mdcMp 

to 423Q0 IMMER GOLF TOM (4^ (D) ICorrtan ftrtwn) Lad HrtngdaUSO JRjMt8V8f 
Bawed green, red cteatod sndteawk rad an gnarr dtaond 

A 2(85*6 SMFr(8)(^{OBted»GM9)rH(NW)MA«ta390 J He 1387 

•feme tod tow hta aNta rearoorT tester, taf bta ankte meooa cap 
12 000591 KNOBB^SSWP) (Arthony Andrei UOwronTSO — J Carol 20 Y 77 

ftBt oupli aaanre pwpfa teera pink aeores, ptak caa pupfs bbs 

G 630231 MGHTff GLASS (15) (0)p(B BShC3ie QJLEpB4flU MGMtagter 16887 

tat htoct tax, write teeres, red rep otack ter 

X -02306 AWASSHB3)«AHfattea)KI*M4BO — M tad (3) 19 73 

IMl gram Pee, Igttamnandnd ymumfeap 

t 3BTO2 2URS(M(D)^{Gtoldtenrmta1pLkflJRxtnt48tl RMrian{Q370 

tat akfebacBA cftaeMtaMi Btortto 

8 54008 WAIXTH£BEAT(31)(D)(LadjwoadRacngCU])UUiS(ie78S — TSptafeaiOB5 

DakgmtekntBaa 

V -60003 STYUBHW«f5CIH(lantel)JPtaC858a G Banted t? S3 

Gat lama pupa spcn puplacap 

to m» JBS^f (18) (Pltan Stricter PHortngBSB : KMM14BS 

EamUgmnnl Mta dieioK^gran and ahte hated tea— 

to 00628 aiALAM&S W(Mn5piat»jhtnj W Helen 38 T J Oaten 12 ft 

Ante yatbvsac Uaateaita red smite writer on Shrt ap 

20 000058 AKTOMA5 MRDDY (10) (□) (SRBoretig) SBrerngASS. — — JMeOeenfiTa 

Ugtt man and gate fratomc3.l^ gran teem s, utib cap 

21 290044 SCt^ORraDGEfl (D) pcnakUSneh) jSrdaer 5B5 JBtori(7)2373 

RnofOta a«b eras tx*s, tebotawtemfi, sx^oed cap 

22 30MI0 GAflfUNESJSA)raW(Lagtoclta»ga«BabJcre6482 J3a®,isr7 

tori bbe, grey koatafchocpM tenet swycap 

23 930000 OCHOS«K(lfl(D)(UnHAairtBRotael878 J)Vftete»(7)25« 


11005 SARO(U)<D)P*MAaretrOABatoy498 G VMgbt585 

L^r Ure red tereond afire ataavei tphtbta stored goartBred rep 


.S austere 11 78 


12 000591 


21 290044 


23 930000 OCHOSf 


..flWteatanffJJsaS 


ft*, EHyoaBOfJoiTtee 

a 3S0BB ®BANE fl) grin ft*steC DwyerS 7 8. •- R»enrii(M2T«7 

Prttgreyoeaxritoiata 

25 030(21 MAQX:LAKE(27)(D}paBrBxtanRKiDg)EAbai47« Mltorey(»2V7D 

flO)«| hta, teMteflaMK nqto hta stares anatedontoCfl} 

-29 dactorad - 

BETTING: 6-t Srilo, 10-1 Jbtoata 2on, 12-1 itedoeaMr Agarl, 14-1 Al Manta Magic Uka, 
More Ot Glass. 16.1 Bta lesHta Vletery Tatto, 36-1 BrwteMfl, tatekfeMMa, 28-1 otim 
«6 Ferelto Fayre 4 9 to K Datey 8-1 p 2B on 

Safio was mtetng it fare wxa in a tow when srofagte Doncaster teSapt e mbecfcfcar- 

faa with a length thW gf fl a SotarSfamn at Ayr and ha bote sat tor another befa dww 

afterha th e e length IHth ef 29 bafnd Desert B—itywrcnusB and datance a farfr 

ntfit ago. Howevm; rt nay pay fa axte wtm pU MMBt GO LF THC, who ran bolow ex- 
psetstens wfien fiivowtte end ttwnSt of totoMyH^^MBadaiteS ai icfa iw i few time 
but had some good farm befare that Lord HlMM charge want ai at Kampaxi fa 
August - KirabblaanaeTa 11th of « - and ran Ryntart Raeca to a nedc in a Sett of 22 
a ’rbrii next time. Vfctuiy item got htncl by half a iengdi tarn 2m a Newbury ew 
daysago withScte4orRklgaa«f4angtti. Setoctlon: EXAMER GOLF Tl* 


PUNTERS’ GUIDE 


ASCOT 

jjfc SONG OF THE SWORD is 
uobesiai enw hun&s. This 35$00- 

guinca purchase from liie Michael 
Sioute stable faces a tougher task 
after a win al Chepstow followed 
by two successes al Hereford, but 
he can rise to the task. The dao- 

gerts Ginger Fox, who cost 75,000 
gnpw as from Henry Cedi's yard. 

POO 

I <4- RFRTONE is hurde ped with 
top weight but can prove classier 
than today’s rivals. He won easily 
on his reappea ra nce at Wethetby 
Iasi month. Irish Stamp is expect- 
ed 1? his connections to put in a 
bald bid to take this prize. But a 
bigger challenge is likely to come 

6tMn IncbcaiUoch. who lcrves this 
Cast ground. 

□OQ 

23fc CELIBATE has been raised 
31b to winning narrowly at Kemp- 
ton on he seasonal debuu bin bde 
type who only does just enough to 
get his bead m front where it mai- 
lers. Land Afar has a major chance 
in this event but the selection 
should have more pace dose home. 


HYPERION'S 
TV TIPS 


in her three starts over bundles so 
far, can extend her winning se- 
quence. Course and distance win- 
ner Monarch's Pursuit is another 
decent prospect. 


NEWMARKET 

140: Desert Beauty attempts to en- 
hance her potential value as a 
broodmare by running in this List- 
ed race. But she may well he 
thwarted by SAMARA. This Oily 
has been performing well in Group 
company and found lmlf too far 
at Longchamp Last lime. 

1X0 


3.10: DASHING CHIEF was con- 
fidently ridden when overturning 
a i -3 shot over this distance al Pon- 
tefract last lime and can improve 
enough to lake this stamina test for 
juveniles. Sinou looks the better or 
the trio being saddled by Mark 
Johnston. 


WETHERBY 

15 & PRIDWELL is not the most 
reliable of animal* and, in a tru- 
ly-run race would probably strug- 
gle to stay this Uip. However, be 
has a sound turn of foot if he con- 
sents to use it and his sole rival, 
MistinguetL a game front-runner, 
may not be able to gel him off the 
bridle. 

axi 

A2& ONE MAN, who again had his 
stamina limitations exposed in the 
Cheltenham Gold Cup back in the 
spring, is essentially an autumn 
horse and, back on tins, one of bis 
happiest bunting grounds, wfl] be 
h»rri in heat. Barton Bank wQlGnd 
it bard to contain his old rival at 
level weights aver this terrain 
while Hermes Harvest - who 
jumped really well when winning 
8t Market Rasen - and Master 
Boston look out of their depth. 

□oa 

-100: AMITGE highly impressive 


oca 

3 AS: Two 33-1 shots have won this 
in the past Eve years. Desert Track 
is at shon odds but is a harsh 91b 
higher in the weights for a Rcdcar 
victory two weeks ago. Prince Of 
DaxiaL up 51b for h» Newbury win, 
has a chance but would prefer soft- 
er ground. Silk St John can be ex- 
cused a disappointing run on this 
track last Lime out because he raced 
on the slowest ground. MYRTLE 
QUEST is a lightly raced Gve -year- 
old who won cosily on fast going 
at Kempton before failing to han- 
dle Ascot's mud three weeks ago. 
Kayvee has a One chance if low 
numbers have an advantage. 

□OQ 

4J5: Another veiy tricky affair. 
YDUDONTSAY is af Jong odds bul 
goes well when fresh and would go 
well if recapturing the form of his 
Lingfield win back in May. Safio 
was badly drawn last time and is a 
major player here. 


UNITED HOUSE CONSTRUCTION H’CAP CHASE- Kl- YEAR-TALE 


1987 88 89 90 Si 92 S3 94 95 96 

Ftoto of the tovourftee: 2 2 1 3 P 1 1-5 2 11 

Winnai*> place to batting 0 3 i O 0 1 1|t 2 11 

Starting prtare: 12-1 6-1 100-30 6-1 H-2 2-1 9-4 11-4 3-1 evens 

Profit or Iona to El Make: Favotatas +£495. Second Favourite* -E&ZS 

Percentage of wtrtnara placed tel, 2nd or 3rd fn test race: 10% 

Shorteei-priced whiner: Storm Alert evens (t996) 

Longtrt-prfced winner: Long Engagement 12-1 (1387) ]t pke-tevounto 

Tbp trainers: A Timor (3) - Storm Alert (893 & *94) & Katabatic 082) 

DMchotoon (2) - Long Engagement (*67) & Storm Alert (896) 

"Ibp Jockey: S McNel (3) - Katabatic (1992) & Stnnri Alert (1993 & *94) 


FIRST SHOW 


Id the 3.45 at Newmarket 
Coral offer 6-1 Desert Tfrack- 
the Tbte go 4-1, while Lad- 
brokes go 28-1 Silk St John - 
William Hill offer just 14-1. 

In the 4.15, Swift is 40-1 with 
Coral - Ladbrokes go 14-1 
while Scissor Ridge is 28-J 


with Ladbrokes - Coral go 
16-1. Jibereen is 16-1 with 
Coral - Ladbrokes go 10-1. 

Hw Tbte bet on the 1S5 at Ascot 8-2 Inch- 
caBoch. Samfea 5-1 Bertona Falher Sky, 
S fan iSi a ri m, 0-2 Baronet teh Stamp. M-i 
God Speed You 25-1 FtowaK 
H» Thte bet on Ute 2J0 ol Aecofc 7-2 Crt- 
btoft 9-2 Down The Fek tndan Jockey, 5-1 
Big Matt, Land Afar, n -2 Storm Alert, 12-1 
Leotard, 14-1 Kbreet 


Newmarket — 3.45 


Newmarket — 4.15 


Hnnre C H L T 

Dawtfta* 64 92 SI 4-1 

MncaOfDxta 9-1 Wl 9-1 10-1 

BorfaurBwiOrtt 14-1 n-1 fit 8-1 

JaeOvreTteo 14-1 14-1 tt-1 14-1 

Consort 16-1 «-1 gl 18-1 

MxhUatt 1M Wj ttl No 

Grand teeha to-i B-1 26-1 to-1 

mfear ao-i JOUl 


6-1 8-1 6-1 7-1 


UhdareowrAoxrt tt-1 CM tt-1 0- 1 
DmnrerGoT 1*t»»12-1 11-1 12-1 t>1 


tol 8-1 14-1 8-1 


14-1 14-1 14.1 14-1 


VV-1 TM tot 14-1 
16-1 W-1 1>-1 C-1 


29-1 mi 26-1 


KM K-1 8-1 M-1 


StertonHrecowf 26-1 2P4 20-1 2M 

Saten S-i 2P-1 22-1 20-1 

aaraRteto 2P-1 20-1 2M 25-1 

Kfevse 29-1 22-1 g-1 S-1 

Hyrtsfrta 2M to-i Bj to-i 

MfcrtBad gn an 25-1 25-1 

HWtan 25-1 26-1 2B-1 S-1 

Staajeta a )•> W-1 28-1 B-1 

Botetn S-1 33-1 BP-1 251 

Ctaat S-1 Si SI 33-1 

ParetaRwre 33-1 Si Si SI 

Mnre Of tarts 33-1 fl SI SI 

Bagunt Si 4jW 40-1 Si 

Mstetare SI SI 4M SI 

MWMg ai w ffl 40-1 

tejBafljg 46-1 49-1 40-1 4M 

QussnsCprart Si 49-1 40-1 SI 

MUBana 33-1 4>1 SH 33-1 

VtotoxiAresnU 50-1 86-1 SI 4gJ 

teriisqtaiprererfl reata ptireiLga* 
C - Coat H - Ytem Ht L - UdtxeteaT - tts 


8-1 H-1 2M g -1 

SI 20-1 ST 26-1 
20-1 W-1 tot 28-T 


W-1 14-1 SI 14-1 


26-1 20-1 W-1 a» 


W-1 »-1 29-1 SI 

aw 39-1 22-1 SI 
SI SI SI 81 


SI SI SI SI 


B-1 SI SI SI 
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Dettori’s offences add up 


Frankie Dettori was yesterday 
referred to the Jockey Gub dis- 
ciplinary committee under the 
“totting-up” procedure. He 
earned a trip to Portman 
Square after beiDg found guilty 
of careless riding on Baajii at 
NewmarkeL 

The Italian has been sum- 
moned because the latest trans- 
gression takes him over the 
threshold for the referral system 
introduced by the Jockey Club 
last year. If the committee finds 
him guOQr be will receive a sus- 
pension for yesterdays offence 
plus a minimum ban of 14 days 
for the accumulation of of- 
fences - part of which may be 
deferred for up to six months. 

Dettori was not intending to 
nde again in Bmain thsyear but 
a long ban could still rule him 
out of races abroad, such as the 
Japan Cup on 23 November or 
the Hong Kong International 
meeting on 14 December. 

Dettori is set for a busy pe- 
riod over the next 10 days as he 


is flying to Australia to ride The 
Queen's Arabian Story in the 
Melbourne Cup on Ibesday, 
before partnering Singspiel in 
the Breeders’ Cup Thif in Hol- 
lywood next Saturday. 

# Lorcan Wyer is facing at 
least three weeks on the side- 
lines after sustaining a sus- 
pected broken left wrist when 
Russian Rascal fell at ‘Wether- 
by yesterday. Wyer was out for 
four months last season after a 
fall at Ain tree. 
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Scarlets pray on a classy Kiwi and a loyal Moon 


i have risen from 

near extinction to the 
hfeilc of having to decide 
b f?^C een a European 
qtfarWfinal place or 
chance of playing the 
bat team in the world. 
ArTiin Qover discovers, a 
bfew Zealander and a 
Englishman are largely 
tofthank for this revival. 

#1 

IfgFrano Botica Deeds a 
refresher m half-back play a 
word with the wife wfll suffice. 
i L*e most women from ihe 

3 Land of the Long While Cloud, 

■1 Tracey Botica, whose brother 

was a New Zealand provincial 

scmm-ha]f, is a world authori- 
ty cm the game. 

“She is more like Frano’s 
coach than wife," Rupert 
Moon, the Llanelli scrum-half, 
said. “She’s so knowledgeable 
ft’s frightening. 2 always call her 
Mrs Botica. That’s how much 
respect I have for her." 

At the age of 34, Botica. an 
AU Black more than 10 years 
£ iiago, is domiciled in Pembrey, 

■ wan attractive coasLal village 
near Llanelli, with his wife and 
three children. 

In a controversial deal, 
Botica, who had a fabulous 
career with Wigan, was signed 
for £200,000 by Llanelli from 
Castleford via Oircll. Simulta- 
neously the Scarlets found 
themselves severely in the red 
and but for the sale of Stradey 
Park to the Welsh Rugby Union 

4 for £1 .25tn earlier this year, the 
club would probably have 
become the most celebrated 
casualty of the shambolic move 
to professionalism. 

; “We remained loyal.” Moon 

« ’dL “We have not run off to 
; hills. The players sat down 
and agreed to get on with it. It 
would have been difficult if we 
were thinking about whether 
we'd be paid at the end of the 
month. We’ve blocked it ail out 
and developed a great team 
spirit- We had to.” 

In this respect, Botica has 
played a key role. “He’s our 
s hinin g light,” Moon said. “We 
needed somebody who had 
experience of professionalism. 
Ncine of us knew exactly what 
was required and he's been 
tbpre, done it and has the tro- 
phies to prove it He is the 
consummate professional and 
there is a human side ib him 
that you don’t always expect 
frojm a Kiwi. Yoiirion’t see Sean 
Fitzpatrick enjoying a night 
ot£ or Jonah Lomu relaxing but 


*1* « 




Scarlets’ (ever: Rupert Moon (left) and Frano Botica will be looking to inspire Llanelli to a victory over Cardiff in the Heinefcen Cup this afternoon 


Franc’s one of the boys- It’s nice 
and refreshing to discover that 
he’s not another cog in the All 
Black machine. Generally they 
give the impression that it’s a 
job which they don’t particularly 
enjoy.” 

Moon, who won I7caps for 
Wales between 1993-95, had his 
partnership with Botica inter- 
rupted this season when the 
New Zealander tore a bicep 
whilst making a tackle against 
Treviso. With the fly-half 
factory, which produced Barry 
John, Phil Bennett and 
Jonathan Davies, on short lime, 
Botica was recruited as a play- 
maker and goal-kicker but the 
22-year-old understudy, Craig 
Warlow, has impressed suffi- 
ciently to present the selectors 
with a conundrum. 

Warlow, who scored 20 
points in Llanelli’s 25-22 victory 
over Swansea last Saturday. 


will play stand-off against 
Cardiff today in the Heineken 
European Cup quarter-final 
play-off with Botica at inside 
centre. “I was happy to play 
wherever, it doesn’t bother 
me,” Botica said. 

“Frano's been very keen to 
offer support and he’s devel- 
oped an excellent relationship 
with the younger players,” 
Moon said “He never stops 1 
learning, soft's become atwo- j 
way process. He has helped . 
Craig with aspects of distribu- 
tion and reading of the game 
and Craig has helped Frano in 
his line-kicking. Craig's confi- 
dence is beginning to emerge 
and he has a lot to offer. He's 
lightly buill but he puls the tack- 
les in. He's not afraid to put his 
head on the line when required 
and he’s a phenomenal goal 
kicker.” 

Botica, who featured in the 


inaugural World Cup, won by 
the All Blocks in 1987, will play 
for Croatia in the qualifying 
rounds against Denmark and 
Italy next May. He qualifies 
because his grandfather was a 
Croat and it also helps that the 
coach is a friend of his. Ap- 
parently there are about 30,000 
Croats in New Zealand and at 
least six of them are playing for 
Croatia, which explains their 
recent victory over Russia. 

1 First though, Botica would 
like to win something with 
Llanelli. His two-year contract 
expires at the end of the sea- 
son. “I'd like to stay,” he said. 
*Tve had enough of travelling 
round and chopping and chang- 
ing countries. Ibis is a lovely 
part of the world and before 
returning to New Zealand it 
would be nice to finish my 
career here. I don't know what 
■will happen.” 


Llanelli were defeated 36-26 
by Cardiff in the semi-finals of 
the Welsh Cup last April “It's 
a painful memory,” Moon said, 
“and we bear grudges.”. 

Should the Scarlets gain re- 

is at Ba^^^^k's time - on 
the day they have a 25th an- 
niversary rematch against the 
All Blacks at Stradey It s not 
just Llanelli »*obear grtidges. 

“The- - onfjf Teasbrf' New 
Zealand are conring to town is 
to put the. record straight,” 
Moon said The All Blades 
specifically pgked for the fixture 
and will pl^po other dub ride 
on their tour. The match is all 
ticket and, as in 1972, Stradey 
Park will be cboc-a-bloc. 

If Llanelli are successful 
today they will need the wisdom 
of Solomon to solve next Sat- 
urday’s dilemma: do they pull 
out of the European Cup, field 


a junior ride or mix and match 
against Bath and the All 
Blacks? 

“Whatever we do we wfll 
probably get fined again,” said 
a spokesman. 

For their part in an ill-tem- 
pered affair in Pau. Llanelli 
were fined £20,000, half of 
which was suspended but they 
have yet to pay a penny. “As far ■ 
as we’re concerned the fine has 
no legal basis,” the spokesman 
added. 

Meanwhile. Moon’s love 
affair with the game m Wales 
shows no signs of waning. The 
former captain of England stu- 
dents - he was bom in Birm- 
ingham, played for WdsaH and 
lives in Pontypridd - has alreatfy 
played 10 games this season. 
“Fm not stressed out wondering 
if this is my last opportunity to 
achieve something. I'm lucky to 
have been at a club that has 


Photographs: Allsport 


given me so many memories. 
Some people think I’m playing 
better now than when I was play- 
ing international rugby." 

Gareth Jenkins, the coach, 
has advised the 28-year-old 
Moon to adopt a cooler, calmer 
approach. “I suppose it’s about 
time. I have been playing from 
the age of five and I have always 
had a frantic nature.” 

; A regular* contributor to 
BBC Radiri Wales, he is about 
to start work on his own sports 
series for HTV. The Moon ami 
Stars. “One day 1*11 get a prop- 
er job,” he said. 

Rupert H St JB Moon has 
mastered the National Anthem 
but has been thwarted in his 
ambition of learning the Welsh 
language. “I can understand a 
lot but the spoken word is the 
hardest part.” he said. “A 
Brummie trying to speak 
Welsh? What hope." 


HOCKEY 

England warm 
up against 
President’s XI 

England, who arrived in Cairo 
in the early hours of yesterday, 
play the President’s XI tomor- 
row in a warm-up game before 
they start their scries of four 
Tests against Egypt on Monday. 

Meanwhile, at Milton 
Keynes, England's women play 
South Korea in the second 
lest with two changes to the 
squad which won on Thursday. 
Mandy Davies and Lucy 
Youngs play in place of Sarah 
Blanks and Lucy CullifonL 

With the Premier League 
sides not in action because of 
the international trip, the men’s 
domestic scene centres on the 
meeting of the leaders in Divi- 
sion One, Surbiton, against 
runners-up Havant at Surbiton 
this afternoon in the League 
and in the third round of the 
Cup in Hampshire tomorrow. 

With both teams on maxi- 
mum points, it is unfortunate 
that Surbiton will be without 
South African Gregg Nichoi, 
their leading goal-scorer who 
has returned home for a rix-Tesl 
series against Poland. 

Surbiton's squad is boosted 
by the return of forwards Mark 
Owen (Barbados) and Karl Stag- 
no (Gibraltar). Havant's young 
ride of mostly home-grown play- 
ers should be unchanged. 

Chelmsford will be missing 
their two South Africans. Mike 
Cullen and Justin Kirig. on inter- 
national duly which will make 
their task much harder away to 
Lewes and the Cup game in Bris- 
tol against Robinsons. They will 
benefit from the return of Aus- 
tralian fbt Oxley, who missed the 
start of the season. 

- B# Cofwiti 


Jenkins smooths way as Pontypridd prepare to enter Brive’s den 
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They have blown hot and 
cold in their previous 
two meetings now Brive 
and Pontypridd are 
poised for a shuddering 
third collision as they 
attempt to win through 
the Heineken Cup play- 
offs to the quarter-final 
away at Wasps next 
weekend. David Uewdlyn 
looks ahead to the 
weekend’s rugby union 

programme. 

While English rugby introduces 
the 10 -minute sin bin for office 
and preventing release of the 
ball Europe stages Brive- 
Pbntypridd JJL 
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After two pool matches 
which left the sides separated 
by a point - the first match was 
won by Brive 32-31 . the second 
was a 29-29 draw - today’s 
decider has a great deal more 
hanging on it. 

Pontypridd stayed overnight 
near Limoges, famous for its 
porcelain: but that is not as 
f ragil e as are relations between 
the two clubs after the mass 
brawl on the pilch, the bar- 
room brawl off it and subse- 
quent banning of three POnty 
players from setting foot in the 
Correzc region until they have 
answered various charges 
brought against them for their 
alleged involvement in the late 
night fracas in Le Bar Toulzac. 

While Pontypridd wfll be 
without the banned Phil John, 
Andre Barnard and Dale 


McIntosh - their appeal to 
have the trio allowed into the 
region was rejected earlier this 
week - Brive will have the ser- 
vices of flanker Lionel Mallier, 
the man sent off in the first 
dash along with McIntosh. 

The French dub are trying 
to focus on the rugby side of 
things and their full-back, 
Christophe Lamaison, said last 
night: “We are determined to 
erase the all the recent bad his- 
tory, the brawling on and off the 
pitch and the war of words. To 
do that we intend putting on the 
sort of performance that mil 
make the final point for us." 

Pontypridd are doing their 
bit Limoges is outside the 
Correze region and they intend 
spending as little time as 
possible in Brive. They reckon 
on turning around in three 


hours and their schedule will 
see them arriving in Whies at 
around midnight torughL 

But in those crucial three 
hours the game will reach crit- 
ical mass and the fall-out will 
not be confined to those on the 
pitch. The very game of rugby 
will be judged by events at the 
Parc Municipal des Sports. 

The Pontypridd captain, 
Neil Jenkins, was a model of 
diplomacy when he said, prior 
to leaving for France: “WeVe 
enjoyed two awesome matches 
with Brive and only one point 
separates us from them so m no 
way are we intimidated.” 

However, the Lion then 
went on to warn: “Wfe don’t 
want any trouble, but we will 
not back down. If they come out 

to intimidate us then we are 
going to stidc up for ourselves. 


“There is no pressure on us. 
No one expects us to win, 
which is why we can go out 
there and just go for broke. 

“Our form has not been up 
to the usual standard since we 
last played in Brive, but I feel 
sorry for the team playing 
against us when we finally do 
click again.” 

Pontypridd flew out of 
Cardiff last night without their 
injured backs Kevin Morgan 
and David Manky, while the fit- 
ness of the centre Steele Lewis, 
wing Gareth Wyatt and lock 
Stuart Roy is serious enough to 
convince the coach, Dennis 
John, that he must delay 
selection until today. 

Things do not look quite as 
tough for Leicester. The Tigers 
take on Glasgow at home, the 
dubious reward for the winners 


of this play-off is a quarter- 
final tie at Pau on Sunday 
week. Leicester have decided to 
run an experiment up front 
against the Scots. Graham 
Rowntree switches from loose 
to tight-head, to see if he can 
be used as a future stand-in for 
Darren Garfortb. Perry Fresh- 
water comes in at loose-bead. 

Austin Healey remains on 
the right wing and the Fijian 
genius, Wasaile Serevi, at 
scrum-half. That experiment, 
begun last week with mixed suc- 
cess, should prove tougher this 
week. Glasgow have James 
Craig bade on the left wing and 
be is a very rapid runner, the 
spritely Healey will need over- 
drive to catch him. 

In the Allied Dunbar 
Premiership, Bath could have 
Nathan Thomas restored to 


the back row for the visit of 
Richmond. Thomas was sent 
off in the first match of the sea- 
son against Newcastle for 
stamping on Tim Slimpson. 
The Premiership leaders, New- 
castle, have named the Lions 
wing John Bentley on the bench 
for the third successive 
weekend, but he could play 
against London Irish at Sun- 
buiy because of fitness doubts 
surrounding Jim Naylor and 
Stuart Legg. 

Kyran Bracken is on the 
bench for Saracens against 
Bristol at Vicarage Road to- 
morrow and (he England 
scrum-half is expected to start 
the match against Cambridge 
University at Grange Road on 
Tuesday along with fellow Eng- 
land squad member, flanker 
Richard Hill. 


BASKETBALL 

McGee must 
be on guard 

Renault Leicester Riders' 
. coach. Bob Donewald, has put 
; the pressure on his playmakers 
for tonight's Classic Cola Na- 
tional Cup lie with Newcastle 
Eagles, and hopes his players 
will do the same to the former 
Granby Halls crowd-pleaser 
Leon McGee. 

The 26-year-old McGee, 
from Battle Creek, Michigan, 
spent much of last season at 
war with Donewald. So, de- 
spite leading Leicester's scor- 
ers with 22 points a game, 
there was little surprise when 
McGee moved on during the 
summer. 

Donewald, engaging in one 
of his familiar psychological 
skirmishes, is playing up 
McGee s qualities at the expense 
of his own backcourt men. 

Donewald said of McGee: “I 
hope he plays well but we win. 
He’s not as wound up as some 
people make him out to be. 
He’s a smart man. 

“With Rob Phelps alongside 
him. I think Newcastle’s guards 
are belter than ours." 

Leicester won 94-84 at New- 
castle in the Budweiser League 
in their second game of the sea- 
son, but under new coach Craig 
Lynch the Eagles have won four 
of their last five matches. 

Lynch said: “Generally wc 
are playing as a team now and 
not like a collection of indi- 
viduals". That could be a key 
factor tonight if McGee decides 
in prove a point to his former 
coach. 

Richard Taylor 
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SPORT ON THE I NTERNET 

How a rabbi trained for New York Marathon by performing circumcisions 

1 73 male dentists doing to- There is also a rabbi, mndi of whose near Whll Street so the runners wfll not the web. The race in Boson on L5 April 

What are 1 J0 join New \bik? training consists of walking across New have to avoid suicidal stockbrokers or last year was the city's 100th maraihor 

n30ITD ' V nart in the New York York on Saturdays to perform circiun- bouncing dead cats. and their celebration site offers an over- 

They are aD taking ^ cisions as Jewish Law forbids driving on The ate includes a very detailed map all history of the race with a more 

Marathon, now in i ‘ 7 pieces of the Sabbath. . of New York and the course, training detailed decade by decade breakdown 

° ne t He from the official There.are also 479 investment and tips, a list of all entrants including the a 3-D movie of the course, a pace cal- 
■ information avauarae stockbrokers down to coropete-a little main runners. culator, a real audio link to various inter- 

light relaxation after a busy week. For- The other big city marathons, Boston views and a searchable database of aS 

The site al i (he 30.463 ww« dy the course does not go anywhere and London, are also represented on the!996 runners. 
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There is also a rabbi, mnch of whose near Wall Street so the runners will n< 
training consists of walking across New have to avoid suicidal stockbrokers c 
York on Saturdays to perform circiun- bouncing dead cats, 
cisions as Jewish Law forbids driving on The ate includes a very detailed ma 

the Sabbath. . of New York and the course, trainir 

There.are also 479 investment and tips, a list of all entrants including ti 
stock brokers down to coropete-a little main runners, 
light relaxation after a busy week. For- The other big city marathons, Bostc 

tunaiefy the course does not go anywhere and London, are also represented c 

ADDRESS ES 

Official New York Marathon site: http://www.nyrrc.org/ 

Official Boston Marathon rite: htqx/AvwwJxJstonmarachon.org/ 

1997 Boston Marathon: htq)d/www.rannaworid.com/bostofi/home.hoid 
A Celebration of 1 00th Boston Marathon: hrrp^/www. lOOthxom/ 
London Marathon: htip^lwww^rBeiT«rid)2000xom/sport/maraEhon.han 
1997 London Marathon: http-J/wwwbritannlaxom/marathon/lndnmthnJmnl 
Runner's Web Marathon Links: 
http^www^nnersweb.com/runrui g/ rw_marJnml 


the web. The race in Boston on 15 April 
last year was the city’s 100th marathon 
and their celebration site offers an over- 
all history of the race with a more 
detailed decade by decade breakdown, 
a 3-D movie of the course, a pace cal- 
culator, areal audio link to various inter- 
views and a searchable database of all 
the 1996 runners. 

The official website for the Boston 
Marathon enables you to print-off a race 
application form for the 19% race and 
enter as long as you meet their rather 
stringent qualifying times. 

Information on the London 
Marathon can be found on rites pro- 
vided by Greenwich Council and Bri- 
tannia Internet Magazine, which 
provides a history of the race. 

Pheidippides has a lot to answer 
for. 

- Edward Abehm 
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Britain must 
not rely on 
Wembley 
factor 


Great Britain have made 
a habit of catching the 
kangaroos on the hop at 
Wembley, but 
Dove HadfkkJ fears that 
history is unlikely to 
repeat itself in the first 
Test this afternoon. 


Great Britain have ambushed 
Australia at Wembley in the 
opening stages of the contests 
between the two countries 
often enough for the surprise 
attack to become almost ex- 
pected of them. 

In the Test series’ of 1990 
and 1994, and the World Cup 
of 1995, the Australians were 
caught cold in the first in- 
ternationals of their visits to 
these shores. If h. happens again 
today, however, it will be the 
dawn raid that neither they, nor 
their opponents, saw coming. 

The Great Britain coach 
And\ Goodway has consciously 
down played the importance of 
the Wembley rcsulL He has 
been close enough on previous 
occasions to see that the dawn 
in the capital is generally a false 


His objective in this series. 
he has declared, is to supervise 
an improvement in Britain's 
performances from first lest to 
lasL If the traditional Wembley 
turn-up comes at Old Trafford 
this year, then so be it. 

Goodway has good reason 
to hedge his bets. Any objective 
assessment says that he does not 
truly hove the players at his dis- 
posal to embarrass Australia. 

With Gary Connolly avail- 
able, with players such as Tony 
Smith, Shaun Edwards and 
Dennis Betts fit. it could be dif- 
ferent But, however Good- 
way perms his limited resources 
this afternoon, this year's com- 
bination does not look the stuff 
of which victory laps axe made. 

There are, a couple of fac- 
tors, in Britain's favour. One is 
that the preparation, iu terms 
of both time and manpower, 
has been the most generous 
that a British squad has ever en- 
joyed before a series at home. 

Hie failure of our teams in 
the World Cub Championship 
means that, with the exception 
of the late addition of Jason 
Robinson, all Goodway’s players 
have had an unbroken three- 
week build-up for this match. 

Nor have they been short of 
guidance, as they have had 
three coaches, a team manager 
and a technical director all 
pointing them in the direction 
of this match. It is the sort of 
luxury a Great Britain team has 
all too rarely known in the past, 
but even a ratio of three 
coaches per player could not 
create a convincing team if the 
raw material is not there. 

Not that there is any good 
reason for Great Britain to 
feel overawed today. If they are 
below optimum strength, the 
same is doubly true of Australia. 


These are not the Kanga- 
roos, nor is this an Ashes series 
as long as the players under the 
banner of the Australian Rugby 
League axe excluded. 

On top of that John Lang is 
without players of the stature 
of Steve Renouf, Alan Langer 
and Bradley Clyde. 

It has long been true that 
Australia have been capable of 
fielding a second and third 
team which could beat anyone 
else in the world, but by their 
own standards this is not a 
strong side. 

The Rugby League’s chief 
executive Maurice Lindsay, 
who has seen numerous tour 
parties come and go, managed 
to argue this week that this is 
“the best 22 players they have 
ever sent". 

Lindsay is too shrewd a 
judge of a player to genuinely 
believe that Indeed that assess- 
ment smacked of having alibis 
ready. 

A more realistic appraisal is 
that Australia have just one in- 
disputable great player in his 
prime in Laurie Daley, two 
more in Andrew Ettingshausen 
and Steve Watte rs who have 
been in that category but are 
now a shade past their best and 
any number of others who 
could eventually achieve that 
sort of ranking. 

Great Britain have one man 
Andrew Farrell -who would be 
world class in any era - and an- 
other in Robinson who would 
be in any sensible world side. 

For the rest of them, it is 
vital that Goadway gets the 
right men m the right jobs this 
afternoon and then gets the 
very best out of them. 

The first key moment of the 
day will come at 1.15 when he 
has to name his side. He has at 
least one insoluble problem 
here, because there is no way 
around the fact that all three of 
his potential scrum halves have 
obvious shortcomings. 

Then he must strive for the 
right balance in the back row. 
Paul Sculthorpe will be there, 
the experience of Chris Joynt 
gives him a strong case for in- 
clusion and Mick Cassidy has 
to play as well, both for his tire- 
less industry and for his ability 
to take over at hooker from 
James Lowes if needed The 
running power of the likes of 
Adrian Morley and Simon 
Haughton can then be slipped 
into and out of the game as 
appropriate. 

Then he merely has to get it 
right in the backs. Assuming 
that Paul Newkjve and Anthony 
Sullivan will be one centre and 
wing, Goodway is left juggling 
the names of Robinson, Kris 
Radiinski and Alan Hunte for 
full-back and the other three- 


quarter positions. 

It adds up to a formidable 
series of equations to be solved 
No wonder that Goodway is 
reluctant to stake the whole 
success of the series on getting 
them all correct in his first 
match in charge. 



Jason Robinson In training this week. ‘It does you good to play against people who are 
better than you. It humbles you, in a way* Photograph: David Ashdown 


WEEKEND FIXTURE GUIDE 


TODAY 

Football 

3.0 antes sated 

FA CARLSBERG VASE First round: W9- 
tngton ¥ Stockton (ZSJf. Sfctfmensdate v 
V*« Auckland; Sou* SffctfcyqaMertxr: 
East Manchester ¥ Rossttidaia; Tow Law v 
a Haters; TWrager ftutf- 
hoa v Brodsworttr Pouton Vjctona y Aah- 
- Prescot Cables v Sheffield; Mwtan 


rapotan PoSce v North Leigh: Horsham v 
Ramsgate; Conns Sports v Epsom & EwsR; 


Ramsgate; Conns Sports v Epsom & EwsB; 
TUnbrOga WMb v Mai; Window & Eton v 
Shoraftam; Corinthian v State Green; Deal 
v GodaWte A GuWfwd: Scoter v UHe- 


» GodsMng & GuMfort; Bfcostar v Util 
Hampton; AfitagOon Utd v Cambertoy; E» 
bourne Town v Chtoatead: Bodmin 
Bournemouth; Oat) vFkatTM — 


DR MARTENS LEAQJE Premier DMsion: 
Mhtotov Greater Batov Worcester Broms- 
wtwe v Cmrkur. Burton AOton v AJhamaro; 
Forest Green y Hastings; Halesowen v Sit- 
flngbama: Mmeaon vUorctentar; FtathweJ 
v tsoueester; Satfabury v Kings lynru St 


JEWISON WESSEX LEAGUE: Lyrrangton v 
WNfchurdi; Christchurch v Downtorc Hom* 


Bournsmouih: Chad rfetarK?; Chp- 
punhsm v Davtas; Moteham v Wfieouma: 
Swindon Supermans v Rarttdsmn: Pauton 


Leonards tr Merthyr; femworth u Cambridge 
Oty. Upland DMotorc Bedworth v Sutton 
GofcHMd; askance v Brecfdey; Corby « 


Rote; Jahw Roofing Batten CA v Boatto; 

mw » *S S !irniig; 


mmmm. 


Petotee Newtown v Beanon Bfchror toM W 
v Boston Towrr.Wngs Heath y Wfednes fett: 


v Mnehead; BAT Sports v Hsian: rtmgar- 
tard v Wratbury; Easteigh v BridportFi* 
mouth v Bridgwater; Brte»ig»n rOTOre; 
Bamerton Heath Harie^hsw Tbtm End- 
staigh v Newbury; FaWord Town v Goeport 
Barash; Andowr v Keyrwtam. 

ISTHMIAN LEAGUE Premier DtvUon: 
Mesbury v Sutton UM; BaaiiosW® v O* 
Bshopis Storflort v (Staeaend & 
NorWVwt Borahem Wood v 'rtatina Bram- 
lay v St Attar* CaraftaRop v Puw« Da - 


Grantham; B*dnm v SdtauJ Boo; Hinck- 
ley Lftd v tends; Mxr Green v Stafford; 




ttXSSBftSSTSSi 

NngEttxtan v Cheshanr, UWton & Hosham 

* HSrKicn fMU*iaiOK BBrttaiMtadwLBji; 
an Parent; Graya vChenwy: Ua tortwad 




v Rusted 

Stawby MW! Wasa wooav ywro 
SfooTsrailwI w Bkstal; MrrteM 
v CogenhM: Barfctfy y Otety,. Arnold v 
Stapat* Newcastle Tom a P«alVte: 

Victoria v SteSaorK Banwt v 


„ vlcaakxcVS 

dttcft Southern Division: 

Watarioavie: Chelmsford v Maraate On- 
deribrd v Bswway: CkencestBr v Erfto & 
Bawdere; Danfort v Nawoort kllV; Fereham 
vCtevedoo; RMtvwynev; Newport AFC v 
HwanC WKUocwaipor-Vtere v Trowbndga; 
Weymouth v FUmt; 'fata v ‘Rrtrtlga 
WtHSTDHLEAD KENT LEAGUE Hret DL 
mem Beckenham v Thaneented; Can- 


Whtfchurch; Christchurch v DawntonfRom- 
sey rRycta Sports. 

JEWSON EASTEFW LEAGUE Planter 01- 
vtaioie Ctacton v Gortetaon; Dtsa v Fabs- 
IOwb Port A Town; Lowestoft v Newmarket; 
Soham v Wtodiam; SMwmarkat v Watton. 
INTERLINK EXPRESS MIDLAND AL- 
LIANCE: HalssOHtan Kantors v P«rshore; 
Norton v Wsst Mdends Poica; W- 

* Oldbury. 

ARNOTTINSUHANCe NORTHERN LEAGUE 
FM DhMorc Tbnten v Duhatn 

City; Consaa v Dunsan FB; GuWwogh v 
Crook; SMdon v Morpeth 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND FOOTBALL 


TETLE1PS BITTER CUP Tlnnfraunifc Barii- 
SigvExBtar; BocBortlvStahesClCiiiBla*- 
haaffi v Sandal J3Q; Bratetreel v Bradmel' 
Camtwriay v Kandol; Comtey v SneHMd 
Q0|; Doncaster wiynadato P-lSJ; Fy«a \ 
patri; Havant London VMMshv 

terioo p45): Lydnoyy Londm Scatflah I 

aham vRosalyn Parte Oriel vNawbiryUw: 
Otfoy v Manchester 12.15): Rothwtiwn v 
LmmoBiaon Ol5>; 9t«ib*taB w Raadnre 
Wakfiflald vtitokiy; Wfest v Chrt* 

Mfoam «a0): Whariadcde v Vtomestec 
WBSH NATIONAL LEAGUE Hnrt Dlvtaton 
QJ% Bteckwood v AbartBety; CBfllphBy e 


LEAGUEjBraraRangniswFrK^atnySijeato 
ij 7t*sae v Ctachnaoidte; DawonrefevCaw 
Rangam; Bg(n Cty v Rctac ftrrat Madwrtca 
* Losaiamou#i; Fort WBam vWk* Academy: 
tajntfy v Nairn Coirty, KMh v Petwhoad 
LEAGUE OF WALES pLSW: Bangor Cttyv 


OJSfi Btackwood v AbariSery; CaaphSy v 
MBr^atjssKwsraoreTriteL'Ua^^ 
V Thwrchy: NewbrldcBV M-scotirg: Pontypool 

v Dumont ftrnnoy s Abwauon; south 
Whies Poke w UWtC. 


Greenwich Borough v Lordateod; Swariey 
Furnsm * VCOTwttateblfl v Ertlh 


L'-. .ii 


Thys Man v Carmarthw 


UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hret 

Dhtaton: AnnW v Hareham ymca; ChUv 


Ctey v Cwmbran; Harer- 

tadwOBt v ComryTffer Cabta-W Canfitf v 
Sty! (2J3): Newi uw n » FNrt ifown utd; 


.. Bwiha; Newport. 

u22SiM?rSmm?^Miaara v OeS 


¥ Barton Rwwa; vtattejg \ [Hbmbi 8» 
ond DNWom Banoaad v Brashnatjete- 




¥ Kelso; Glasgow Southern v Aberdeen 
GSF* Qangemoutfiv SflMtc Hawtt v Wat- 
Kknfoiv JM^raacMuBaoCurgh 




Paghte v Pao«#*»ti/ftheoni» 

uffisWT UNITED COUNTIES LEAGUE 

PraniimDMMoiKOMtemiiOhvirbrthamp. 

tan 


SMIRWtTffaSHLEAGUEPrerrterDM- 
etoniGisadan vatawfe; Gteraon »Pw- 
tetewrc L«Wd v Qtamoran; Omedt vArt8. 


Hret DMsion: BaJNctara v Dungarman 
Swttta: Carrick v Otsaary; Urrmady v Ban- 
gor NenryvLama 

HARP UU®i NATIONAL LEAGUE OF RS- 
LAND Premier HvMmk Deny Chy v Finn 
Harps (730}. 




v Edorrere Ftord Utd v Sudbwy wr 
d^OT^NonekH Utd vWehvyn Gada nCay 
SSSw V St NeOK StBtfc MyMaMonjWwon 



Cwyttew Mtedc Homrtwch v Lawn; 
SoufliaJ v Hariwt 

UNIBOND LEAGUE Premier Phteioa : Ac- 
Brldgs CatorvBwv 


StamtordvBudQnghflin 


rss 


&kaaatSB£$ 


V ten™ or«Ap, ^ .- -y 

»vB 

nadS^ Borough vBoeton IW; Runcari v 


font i FtowtdWl 




boun^); Aa?*Kl(Mt&W v EWflW! 


HadcMfe Borough * BoNqn UM; Runcamy 
aym SpartareftretPNta te Z*** * W* 
ley Bay; Buxtwv W^Con»mn vMat : 
lock: Oroytodao v Wttmn: towoodftjmv 

Town v TraHard; ^ A ^- 

StactebndffB PS « Grerf Harwed; Work- 
ingorvBredfortlFA. 


IngvLahg 
"form. 

SCHEWFIX DIRECT LEAGUE Premte Dt- 
sWorc BUefbrd v Odd Down; Brtatcl Manor 
ftrm v Taunton; CsSra v Tiveron; 7bn+ig- 
tan v MangotstekL 

Nomwaw COUNTIES E AST LEAGUE 
IWW DMelon: Denaby vOatBttJrere 
UvorsedgevBrigg; OsaotlAbon v NerttFar- 
rfoy; Ho&lng vH8lam; Font ahact CoSar- 
iM v itontw; Sefoy v Curzon AMttat 
NORTH WEST cowmei LEAGUE HnM 
Division: Wharton CoCenM v Mosslwy : 
BtaSo»dB»eravHBi«CMBcgaiw«e 
« Ubrfoter Qwwftfi v Ramsbottom; Oob- 


Stewart* Mel H> v HtewadUor- 

cfanh*; Want of Scotland V Hwiote FP. 
CLUB MATCHES: BlacSrbum v Preston 
GrarfiopperaCUftNotfngmvl^^ 

Hockey 

SGCOM3 WOMEN'S TESE Engtand * K» 
na&A&faiMlllooKeyn 9t). 

NATIONAL LEAGUE FW DMsion: Btee- 


toniAVhu>!ha*GMvte»TQten 


Rugby League 

BRmSH GAS FIRST TEST MATCH: Great 

BntBfat V Australia (W VtonWay). 

Rugby Union 

zaamioastBiac/ 

HSNEKEN CUP Qtaerter-finM qpnflDcn 
Briva v PantYPriW (aa?; CartiH v LJandi 
BDSt' 1 fm n m M f V ranra iTMl pfW 
ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE 
Bain v Richmond 00); London Irish v Nh«- 
casfieOT. 


harts v Hampstead & «testn#War ttO: 
Boumvaa v Louteborouph Students &30); 
Bromley v Sheftte RMJ: Bookh 


v HarteGton Magpies 


Booktands v 
wesC3S;Rre- 


Prodigal finds peace and 
new meaning in his play 


Hallelujah. Jason 
Robinson^ return to the 
fold Is good news indeed 
for Great- Britain as they 
lace the mighty 
Australians at Wembley 
today. Yet- but for a 
spiritual conversion - 
the talented Wigan 
player may have been 
lost to the game here, 
he tells Dave HadfiekL 


NORTH Premier. Durham Uilv v Norton; 
Fomtoy vTlrrpariBy-. Hasten ¥ Ban fYiyddng: 
Scothporr v SzLiiidd Banters; SMamSvHar- 
rognw; Wigan » Chester. 

ADNAMS EAST Premier BahopS Storttord 


v Sjdbury: CBnfaMge Oty v Colchester; 
Cambridge Uriv v Ctacton; Crostyx v Luton 
TMn; fuwkh v Petertxsough Town 
WEST Of ENGLAND & SOUTH WALES 
Premten Bath Buccaneers v Chotonham; Ex- 
ater Urw ¥ Bristol Urw; Swenaea v CWtocm 
Taunton \m w WNfcmrch; Woaton-supor- 
MarevRtttwtm 

DTZ MIDLAND Premier: BkseomflBid 
Coventry & North WbnmQc 

North Stafford; Khtfsa v H_., 

den; Notttnghem v Btarerich: Oton & West 
Mbnridt v Norttenteton Saha 
WOMEN'S EAST SUPBR LEAGUE: Ashford 


v Derdhsm: Cenfontee dry V foewrdr, St Al- 
bans V Wfoiwyn GsrtSi C%. 

WOMEN'S WEST Premier: Bournemouth « 


Taunton Vale; Exmouth v VeSb; St Auatel v 


WONEMS NORTH FM DMatan: Leytend 
Moure v Cheater; Sheffield v MMc WWton w 
Liverpool Soften; Wnwigtan Park v Stack- 
burn 

WOMEN'S ROYAL AL-FASQ. MCUVNO 


Premier Befoerv Luton; Harroton-lrAiden 
v Kettering; Lekaster v Ron**; North 
Staffs y C u ns urt R a mbie n. 
wonrs SOUTH Fkat DhrMaru Hor- 
sham v Hendon; Mtederfieod v HempGtead 


A WastmiftMBr; Fteodng v So u thanp to n; 
Winchfflws HB v DuhScft; mtchesBr v 
Trisa 

WOMENS TRySPORTB THREE COUNTES 
Rrat DMatorc Bnacknol v Windsor, — -* 


ft* 

ford Ur*, v St Afoans (TtAS); Srttor v Ha- 


; Oxford Hawke v senmng; Oxford UnN. 
Witney; Ranelagh y 


vanJ( tflj 


ESL SOUTH Premier. Anchorians v Purtey; 
Betterton v HUi Wycaniw Bournemouth 
v TirtxidgB Wsls; C»y of Portamouth v VWItt- 
badon; Fareram v V&s wg; Got Court w £ad- 
ctrte; Heme Bay v Old Whit 
Makterheed VDqjane; HChmond v 
Whchsflter v Ramgarhia. 


Basketball 


BUDWEBER LEASUfi: Bforinbnm BuMS 
v Wattord flbyahi (730L 
UHWALLTTUOPHY. Darby Stum v Shrrt- 
mi Shafts (Z3CQ- 




through one of his Wigan team- 
mates who showed no interest 

m the hectic social life that weat 

with being a well-rewarded 
rugby league star — Waiga 
Tmgamal a. 


If there is more rejoiemg over 
the retiim of the pmdig^l than 
over any of the rest of the 
family, then it is no wonder that 
the game in Britain has been 
barbecuing the fatted calf for 
Jason Robinson this week. 

. The biblical resonances are 
entirely apt. It is a double 
conversion - on the toad to 
Sydney, rather than to Damas- 
cus - that has made Robinson 
available to play against 
Australia at Wembley today. 

When the battle was on for 
the soul of the game in April 
1995, Robinson was one of 
that £lite group of British 
players who were offered their 
pieces of silver. He took them 
and, because they were from 
the Australian Rugby League 
that was - and is - fighting for 
its existence against Super 
League in Britain and Australia, 
he has occupied a sort of limbo 
ever since, able to play out his 
time with Wigan but barred 
from representing his country 
unless the ARL allowed him to 
do so. 

“It was a derision just based 
on the money,” he admits can- 
didly. "Rugby league players 
weren’t very well paid then 
and it was like winning the 
Lottery. There was also a feel- 
ing that, if you didn’t hurty np 
and sign for one of them, they 
would join up again and you 
would miss out. 

“I was also a bit surprised, 
to be honest with you. because 
1 thought at the time that 1 was 
one of the top players in Eng- 
land, and 1 thought that more 
could have been done to keep 
me here.” 

So, out of a mixture of 
opportunism and wounded 
pride, he signed to go to Aus- 
tralia when his Wigan contract 
expired this year and set out 
with a vengeance to enjoy his 
windfall. 

U I was young and it got to 
me. That’s why I disagree with 
anyone who think s that winning 
the Lottery won't affect them. 
Suddenly, you could have any- 
thing you wanted and 1 abused 
it - 1 took advantage.” 

Robinson had not been on 
starvation wages before, but he 
now seemed to lose all sense of 
proportion. He lorded it in a 
convertible that was flash even 
by the new “if you’ve got it, 
flaunt it” standards at his 
level of the game. He drank 
with a crowd with more expe- 
rience and capacity, got out of 
his depth and into his share of 
trouble. 

“I got drunk to forget about 
the problems in my life, but 
when 1 looked at mysel£ 1 
didn’t like what the money had 
done to me.” 

He was ready for a new di- 
rection and found it, indirectly, 


team and be made me question 
things. He was such a big, 
happy fellow. He seemed so 

much at peace - that was some- 
thing Td never had and it got 
me thinking a bit” 

Robinson felt that his life 
was getting so badly out of 
control that be went to Dve with 
a Christian group for two 
months. He was reconciled 
with his pregnant girlfriend, 
who also rediscovered her 
religion, and they are now 
married with two difldren. 

When Robinson talks of 
being saved, he does not mean 
it as a mere form of words. The 
way he describes it, he was in 
a downward spiral that would 
have destroyed him. 

“1 haven’t drunk for two and 
a half years now. I just wouldn’t 
go into a pub and J feel the 
benefit of it. There are always 
peqple saying, 'Come on*, but 
gradually they come to respect 
your decision. 

“It was a diffic ult time spir- 
itually for me at Bath, because 
it was a new group of people 
and I had to go through the 
atmfl thing all over again when 
they expected me to be part of 
the social life. Slowly but 
steadily, they came to accept it.” 

Robinson might be born- 
again, but QOt as a wholly un- 
worldly individual. He enjoyed 
his time at Bath, the kudos of 
keeping Jon Sleightholme out 
of the side and the earning 
power. 

“I took a bit of criticism, but 
X kept out the current England 
winger and, until the heavy 
grounds came, 1^ was scoring tries 
regularly. Just imagine what 1 
would do if I knew the rules. 

“It gave me some finance 
and it showed me that I could 
do something else apart from 
rugby league if I wanted to in 
the future. I certainly wouldn't 
rule that out” 

But the way he treats his 
rugby, of either code, dow is “as 
a job” “Don’t get me wrong - 
Til always give my best in every 
game I play, but whereas every- 
thing used to revolve around it, 
there are now more important 
thing s in my life, like God and 
my family.” 

The altered status of rugby 
in his life is not apparent to 
Wigan supporters, however. 
During a troubled season for 
the dub, Robinson - especially 


after a mid-season switch to 
full-back - was a constant 
source of reassurance. The 
extra attacking options, saw 
hint produce perhaps the best 
mgby of hfe career. He was un- 
flappable on the field and 
there was a new. approaeba- 
bflity about a previously bristly 
young man off iL 

There was only one thing 
wrong. He no longer wanted tdk 
goto Australia: *T had realiseP 
that there were more important 
tfrings than money. I was happy 
here with my family, happy at 
my church. I had wanted to go, 
but that was before 1 was 
saved.” 

The struggle to save him 
from the consequences of the 
contract he signed in 2995 has 
been protracted. The ARL was 
understandably reluctant to 
give up one of its most signifi- 
cant captures, but this week 
Wigan finally managed to 
negotiate his release, thus free- 
ing him, just in time, to join 
Great Britain’s preparation for 
today’s series-opening TfesL - 

“A week ago, I didn’t expe<|f 
to be able to play, m any of the 
games, so I hadn’t thought 
much about iL Now Tm look- 
ing forward to it, because it’s 
going to be a challenge - and 
at the top level in rugby league 
you don’t always get that. 

“It does you good to play 
against people who are better 
than you. It humbles you, in a 
way. But they are only human 
and New Zealand showed that 
teams like that can be beaten, 
if everyone gives 2 10 per cenL " 

Such is Robinson's standing 
that no one could seriously 
complain at him being drafted 
in, however late in the day. 7^, 
key now for the Great Britaft^ 
coach Andy Goodway is to use 
him to optimum effect 

Despite his success at full- 
back, Robinson wfli not resent 
a return to the wing for this 
series. Mare relevant will be the 
ability of Great Britain to use his 
strength and elusiveness in the 
middle of the field; he was a half- 
back when Wigan found him 
playing junior league in Leeds. 

“I can do a bit of damage in 
those areas when the forwards 
start blowing a biL Fm not the 
greatest in the world in any of 
those positions, but sometimes 
it can work weB if I get into 
them.” 

Amen to that, the broad 
churds that is British rugby 
league will say this afternoon. 
There will beafew out-and-out 
heathens quietly praying for 
Jason Robinson to practice 
those preachings- 
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GREAT BRITAIN v AUSTRALIA 






J Robinson 

A Hunte. 

P Newlove 

K Radiinski 

A Sullivan 

A Farrell 

B Goulding 

B McDermott 
J Lowes 


Probable teams 

.Wigan 1 D Lockyear Brisbane 

St Helens 2 B Mullins Canberra 

St Helens 3 A Ettingshausen .CronuRa 

Wigan 4 R Girder — -Penrith 

St Helens 5 W Sailor —B risbane 

—Wigpn, capt 6 L Daley Canberra, capt 

St Helens 7 C Gower . ' . -fourth 

Bradford 8 J Stevens l— * — C ronulla 


j'OOm 


_Cronulta 


**r. 3 . 

'*511 fry- - _• 
•tofi&gTs i-j... 


J Lowes Bradford 9 S VVhlters~----NQiieensland 

P Broadbent Sheffield 10 B Thom — . B risbane 

C Joynt St Helens II M Adamson — Banrith 

M Cassidy Wigan 12 G Taifa -Brisbane 

P Sculthorpe Warrington 13 D Smith ^.Brisbane 

Substitutes: S McNamara Substitutes: ft Kearns (Fterth). 
(Bradford), P Atcheson B Khnmoriey (Hunter), 

(St Helens), A MoHew (Leeds). C Greenhill (Cnanulh), 

D Sampson (CastlefortQ K Negas (Canberra) 


(St Helens), A MoHew (Leeds). 
D Sampson (Castlefortf) 


new*.. 


Referee: P Houston (New Zealand) Kick-off: 230 (Sky Sports t) 


1 T»-- . 
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CLASSIC COLA MEN'S NATIONAL CUP: 
Coventry Oueadera v Thanes VUay Ttgora 
(Z30J; U teeter tears v HawaaOo EagiBs 
nwi; stannaqe Ptebets v Manchester Gtante 
WortMteBeara ¥ Crystal Pataca (Bit 

Ice hockey 

BQ*SON ft HEDGES CUP StenUktal firet 
tog: Cartfff Deria v Newcastle Cobra (030}. 

Other sports 

BORING; British supw^beraanwalght ctam- 

ptorofolp.- Mctari Brodi. [Manchester, hotter) 
V WftSQn i**h itn Kbvi\ Umhmi 1*1 Will Uw 


is i j,.;- -- - 


ton v Wwrtagton (G.B1; Old 
C»y ol Pwtemouth (laflj; CM 
Ateans (2H; Remo - • - 


Atoane <24*; Rem«f*i ***]£**** 

fas*; West Hem v 
cheater ¥ Hgh Wycombe (tzaUj 

«aoonU round: BeteigstaftavM 

Blackburn v Oronkboune tJ*| 


r' =* . 
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TOMORROW 




Football 


FA CAHLB8EBG VASE FM round: Stew- 
arts & UtMfo Corby v Roaster (ter Corby 
ThuiJ: EnasWflh v Newbury 
LEAGUE OF VlMJ&B&'&vYtelBhpa* 


Southampton: Hanustnod & 




vE^toota; wton 
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Staffav Bridgnorth: 

RedbridgeTsfoniv 




HARP LASER NATIONAL LEAGUE OF 
IRELANDPretiderDivMoreCOrikCttyvBo. 
hentane PO; St RaMda Mb v DundaK OS; 
UNverMy Cdtoge OuMn v ago Rowra OBJ. 


■StratfoR 




jg£ v St AfoanK^ISonv 
wte v SMmouth: Tiiaewi ¥ 


Rugby League 


BARTLETT INSURANCE TOUR MATCH; 
LeedB Students v OuMratand SUJenta &30) 
fat HeatOngfey). 


vateys ttnouto; tu» wv_ 

aasa! 

Hiv 
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Rugby Union 


TOUR MXTCHE&; Ednbugh v Tange C2.^) 
M3oklmBc^;ScaMBatMnvr&$atti 


ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE 

awsiW® 8 **"- 8 * 


Hockey 

BU CUP Men’* DM round; Bbtfnrts v 
Ca mbriiJ(ietaivPSn;B « iiiamomhvBBtfc. 
Wtwm Boumitoe vShrfltad E30J; Britto- 
north v fpsvrfch fiSOJ: Bnwktand* v 
RatertxmuflhTb»m^;Eastote¥Biomtoy 
[2J); tfornp8 ten d & W ^ W fow ar y Gtaicee- 


Basketball 

SSSSSff *■'**#?” v 

g««C£0M MOTS 

SyafioH Sharks v Watford fareUr 711 

Ice hockey —■ 


esc 

^•otfe-V v ■ ' 

6: c*r- /. - ■* 
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PSS5&- 


^®Mar Storm (530 

gwHfe ld Steelars B 0 

GarctHDeyfaft^'^ 

Other sports 
TEfMBrUAMtanenlii 
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GBsgRuadsJd, beaten 6 - 4 . ** 
^ by the Russian Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov in the quaner-fi- 

* e P*ns Indoor Open 
^yesterday, refused to be dow,. 
“cast after his defeat 

Ranked No 5 in the world, 
Rusedski knows he will co 
above the injured Goran Ivnhi- 
sene when the next list is an- 
nounced on Monday. 

has been a positive 
week for me in Paris," he said 
“I had two very good matches 
and, even today, I thought 1 
played pretty positive for "most 
of the match. So I'm looking for- 
ward to Stockholm next week 
and then peaking for the ATP 
championship in Hannover." 

Rusedski did not play as well 
as he did in crushing both the 
Dutch left-hander Jan Siemerink 
and the Czech Bobdan Ulihrach 
pn iearlier rounds, but Kafel- 
fljk ovB a far better player than 
his first two opponents. 

The 23-year-old Russian is 
ranked No 6 in the world, only 
• one place below Rusedski, and 
was as high as No 3 last No- 
vember. He dropped down the 
rankings after breaking his 
hand just before the Austr alian 
Open in January. The injury 
kept him out of action for sev- 
eral months. 

Kafelnikov was also good 
enough to win the French 
Open in Paris last year, so it 
was not surprising that bis 
ground strokes were far supe- 
rior to any that Rusedski could 
^produce. 

Though he does not have 


the Briton’s powerful service, 
he has a consistent first serve 
^d a more reliable return. 

Rusedski served 23 aces but 
missed too many volleys when 
coming in behind his service. 
Thai was a fatal flaw in the 
opening game of the match, 
when he missed three succes- 
sive volleys from 30-15 up to 
lose his service. The break not 
only inspired Kafelnikov but 
earned the Russian the first set. 

Rusedski gm back into the 
match after breaking Kafel- 
nikov' in the sixth game of the 
second set to lead 4-2. punch- 
ing the air with delight and 
holding his next twu service 
games to level matters. 

Then Rusedski had anoth- 
er poor game in the sixth game 
of the final set, missing an easy 
smash and then missing two 
seemingly easy forehand volleys 
to drop his service. 

Rusedski never gives up and 
the Briton had a break point in 
the following game. He could 
not take advantage, however, 
and Kafelnikov ran out a good 
winner after 86 minutes. 

Though the ATP will not 
confirm that Rusedski has qual- 
ified for Hannover, the player 
has no doubts. “It would need 
a miracle for me not to be in 
Hannover,” he said. 

“Now I’m going home to 
practise my returns and volleys 
a little more and sort every- 
thing out. I’ve just got to make 
sure I don't miss those few easy 
volleys. Then I will be ail 
right.” 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Badminton 

HONG KONG OPEN 
Wong Ewee Mun 
don) tt-8*«T 


blBSareoso (h- 
bJ 


flWtSpaj C-H 7-15 S-4. 


15-2 
PBf- 
Zhuttn- 


»i (Ch) M Ffrfc Mbon-kying (S Km) 1-u 
Tl-ft WU Hutoin (Ch) IX Koon Wai-che (HK) 
71-36-11 Ti-5: Gong Rum (Ch) bt B Been- 
hawiar(NBih)t2-n tl-7; Lae Kyung-won (S 

(Cor) bt Huang Chto-cft (Uu) fl-5 U-& 

Cricket 

id yesterday claimed a fair- 

: victory ovbt New Zealand in 

their Cricket Max International to 
Auckland Derbyshire^ Chris Adams 
was the top scorer for England, cap- 
tained by Matthew Mayi — ■ 

56 to the opener to the 
series. 


J 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 

1.. 

900m 

The amount in francs 
(£95m) the World Cup or- 
ganising committee has 
taken from its 40 corporate 
sponsors ahead of next 
summer* finals h Franca 


SHEFH&D SHIELD (Fbr> day o(tou]: 1M- 
bo umn. (Xaenslana 05 to 3 [M L Hayden 
53} v Victoita Hobart No ptay (rain) : Tasmania 
v Western Auorala. 

Football 

Ipswich have teied to sign the Vtfohes 
strfter Don Goodman The dubs 
agreed a toe of £250000 but the 3t- 
year-o»d could not sort out personal 
terms. 

The former Arsenal, Leicester and 
Northern Ireland central defender 
Cofin Hfl, 33, is looking for a dub to 
England after a spel to Sweden with 
FK Gothenburg and then Treteborfl. 
The FA Cup first-round tie between 
Bristol Rovers and Gingham wi now 
be played on Friday W November. The 
Notts County vCdwyn Bay tiawfl be 
played at noon on 16 November. 
Evwtonb Danny Cadamarieri has 
been efrafted into the England Under- 
18 squad to face Ruasfa in a Ueb 
Championship preliminary round 
matchafterNsoutstencfingearty-sea- 
son form The match w* be played at 
Gresty Road on Friday, 14 Novembac 
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RALLYING 



Colin McRae piles on the pressure to take the lead in the Australian Rally In Perth yesterday 

McRae’s title hopes still healthy 


Needing to win to keep alive his 
world championship challenge, Col- 
in McRae led the Australian Rally 
after 10 of the 11 stages on the first 
full leg run yesterday. 

McRae, in a Subaru, took full 
advantage of the misfortunes of his ri- 
vals to open an eight-second lead over 
fellow Briton Richard Bums, in a Mit- 
subishi, with the Frenchman Didier 
Auriol, in a Tbyota, third 34 seconds 


behind McRae. The final 11th stage 
of the day was due to start four and 
a half hours after the 10th stage 
finished. 

McRae's main title rivals, the 
defending champion and title leader 
Ibmmi Makinen, in a Mitsubishi, 
and overnight leader, Carlos Sainz, in 
a Ford, struggled. 

Maldnen incurred a 30-second 
tune penalty when his car failed to start 


and had to be pushed out of Parc 
Ferro e. He was sixth, one minute 41 
seconds behind McRae after the 10 
stages. 

Fellow Finn Joha. Kankkunen’s 
Ford hit a tree on the first stage of the 
day and was penalised for arriving late 
at time control. 

Sainz was fourth at the end of stage 
10, 52sec behind the Scotsman 
McRae. 


CRICKET 


Lamb warns of 
spiralling wages 


Ttm Lamb, the chief executive 
of the England and Wales 
Cricket Board, has urged coun- 
ties to show restraint in their 
offers to available players and 


which threaten other sports. 

Shane Warne was reported 
to have been offered more 
than £350,000 by Northamp- 
tonshire, Nottinghamshire and 

Sussex before deciding to reject 

the chance to play in England 
and Waqar Younis was on a 
similarly lucrative contract with 
Glamorgan last season. 

Jonathan Barnett, Chris 
Adams' agent, has been quoted 
as wanting around £2O,00O-a- 
year more for his diem than any 
other English player following 
his release from Derbyshire. 

L-amh is urging counties to 
look at the long-term future of 
the game. "Even allowing for 
the feet that agents do hype 
things up a bit and these offers 


are exaggerated a little in the 
media, we have an over-riding 
responsibility not to pay the 
current crop of cricketers more 
than the game can afford” he 
stressed. 

“We understand that it is im- 
portant to pay the players fair 
levels of remuneration, which 
is why we have enhanced the 
pension arrangements and sit 
down every year to discuss the 
minimum wage. 

“We have a responsibility to 
invest in the future of the sport 
from the development of 
players to the improvement of 
facilities and it would be irre- 
sponsible of us to over-spend.” 

David Graveney, the general 
secretary of the Professional 
Cricketers' Association, said: 
“We realise there are compar- 
isons with other sports if wc 
start to overstretch ourselves. 
It threatens the future of the 
game at the lower end.” 


BASKETBALL 


Barkley on guard for trouble 



BS 70 7*j D Muwott B7 » 7$ D Or«7 fiO 
73:DaartremS771 71Z10M MarTVTl 0B; 

l(Svrt)l 


... __ tawta ^SBdtporti I 

QJMrpobl). Bom (phttttrt, Hwnrth (Cowerv 
tryt L Jams (tranrnm), BaUaray {Norv4chJ, 
JuMnaon (Si JoflnKonal. M Jana* (UadBI 
WORLD CUP Aalan Mcomt round OroupA 
RMIan): China 2 [Gao Fong 22, For ZHy1B2> 
GST* (ALNam *6, Al&nzI 5& AMdnwrt 
«?: (Wiww}: tan D Kkiartt a 

P W D L F APt* 

Iran 7 3 3 1 13 8 12 

Baud Arabia 3 12 6 S 10 

Kuwait 7 2 2 3 7 7 3 

China 8 2 1 3 0 fi 7 

• fl 2 1 3 6 8 7 


P CunboJSan) QB BB75tT Edund (9wd) 70 
J£7i;C FtodbafSp) 71 71 08; L Wsatacborg 
(SwMl B872 7a31VSPa|p7n 71 TO C C* 
vnoffPf) 00 0fl 7^ j4mi?(Fi568 68 75. 213 
WMarw7D7l72;AB«agQl27Q71;CMb- 
lop 71 to 7Z 214 p ifartnaz (Pw) » flB n, 
16PP^eflB72W; sutuaes: 


7770 233 G Nrfwtaa IPue) 75 7B 02. 234 T 
iTBod 


Maxwal 7» 80 00 235 T Bodnnann I 
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m 78 BJ 
GokhBl 



j makdwa; 6 Nov Saud Arabia v 
Chkw. 7 Now Qatar v tan 12 Nov China v 
Kuwait: Qww v Baud Arabia. 

Golf 

US PGA TOUR CHAMPfONSMP (Hootan, 
'Timm] LbssHIbb llrat waul acoraa (US wv 
' irWJPsmovfcpwaj.DbuvaiJ 
Faaan. 68 B Ghwaon, T ‘fosea, M 
, DLcne. S Hodv 60 A Itegats. 3 Mo- 
Canox M CaicsMKd^ P Mchotoorv TWbodj. 
TO P SartonekL F Nobto (NZJ. V Sh^i (F» 
N Prtca fOmt S EMnpion (Aua> JLoananl 71 
L Janan E Bb (SA). 72 8 Janaa, T Lahran. 
L RoborK 73 8 (S^ JCooK, 8 AnMy (Are), 
G ataman (Are). 78 J ifeggan. 

PCM EUROPEAN TOUR SCHOOL PRE- 
OUAUFYINO RW rooMl tcona JOB or M 
: Qua Mar a- 203 


Rayk.87 

OVnara, 


Mreaolt 72 72 7L 230 N Rbdarick 78 88 7C 
M Lrftfiouse 72 7* ■»; S Ptowtjono P071 71 
75.221 8 Rarthra 71 71 7& 222 M ratfoTI 
76 18; L. Rjgarto ft) 73 73 78. 223 L Bflfflai- 
dM (#) 707770 2M M Carey 727376; P Ny- 
man (Sue) 70 75 70 228 P OBnen 72 83 A 
227 ERm*» 71 78 80 228 8 FWn 71 02 7& 
231 ELaitanzI (2)777180 Paia(8to:ChaO- 
Baras 200 P Golflng 71 68 7B 21 0 B H Parti 
6072O0;MllUnB(Mg)B0to7l212GHBmar- 
tan 73 00 70: U Btadm72 70 70: T GBa (US) 
716870; NOwHtan 77 7V 71 214 A Ucnan- 
na 73 70 71 218 (Wtar ptoroff) 0 Paitar7D 
W 71 itovraiinaia: ZlsTtorewi hi phpofl) 
R appa 071 73 71: A Forayth 71 73 71: C 
Coitaan « 7B 73. 218 C OCWnA 73 TO 87; 
A NMoau (Rr) 73 73 7fc A HaAnd (Swa) 72 
73 71 j W Hadon 72 73 71 : H Bumi (NZ) 73 

71 72: R Hutt 73 80 K 217 A Lowtaca » 74 
08; F Uiebren_®W) 73 W 70; A FtoO * 76 
71 218 MB 7872 70; T Stra^ (US) 72 73 
73: N DupurJ=tt 73 71 M; J L Sanchez fSo] 

72 70 76; R Unreal (RrJ 70 72 78. 210 Dl 


77: B Gra» (US) 72 » 78; G Panto* ( 
73 73: J MdOarentt 78 73 73 223 J 1 


(US) 75 72 7£ S Hurtay 72 » 73; P Urn* 
brim (Sue) 72 70 77; K Santos 717D 78 
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.! V-; 89; M. Lato»OtohlOT to 7i itoqu*. 
Mara: 208 fpmuun to ptoVN )»8 Luhary fFr) 
87 71 70; 0 Ftoet 80 te H 20B 8 QaSacUr 


ftott 72 H Pf: A Hartoaf 70 JS 75; £ BoM flttj 
80 7* 77 221 E OCormal 71 77 73: Q VWr 7B 
72 7St L Warwick 73 70 72 222 C Tyson W 74 
7*; S Cfftwridn 76 7» 73; N Datoy 72 72 78 
223 S Crartn 75 73 76: L Band TC 77 »; S 
Oram 70 81; 7% NUcGi A 72 77 224 3 Hand- 
toy (US) * 73 7>. R Dtocmwi 75 » 75. 225 P 
Maaun (Sw« 76 73 77; J J WM (UB) 78 » 
75: C Mortar:? 7a 78 A 22s S Mtaray 74 73 
70; P Schuniar 76 72 78 229 P Geragmy 78 


mm2MQSiooanih7B79m;UR«8378 
?a 239 M Gaaaire Swa) 80 80 7a 240 R Marin 
78 82 82. 242 R E^httxi 78 81 88 2431 
807984. 

EUROPEAN SENIORS TOUR SCHOOL 
. Qmanrra lor orat ynart Ttaur 
or M inbaa atabMQ; 219 M Statar 72 72 
220 J Daraoatoi JNobi) 74 70 7R J HxL 
aon 76 71 70 222 O Gananmalar (Ant) 68 77 
78 

. .. i Q 

72 75 7B 284 B Sartoy 75 72 77; ft 
UndztaifUSj 77 7t 78 Satotod: 225 FAbrau 
®4 71 WT8; THapto 75 76 78{ G Gray 70 
7378; D OTSutoan W 79 72 228 J Cabo (6») 
14 74 78: 0 Ondc 73 77 78 227 A Broota 74 
75 78: A Hal 78 W 77: M Hoyia 78 70 78; A 
Spring 78 78 73. 228 A Qubeue (Fr)77 75 7S 
220 B Lodda 73 7878; R Slam (US) 78 77 78; 
K Stovanaon 75 7B 78; S Danham 78 78 78 

Hockey 

Southgate HC have offered to stage 
toe Womorfe European Club Champ- 
tortshlp on behalf of Btglah champ- 
ions SiciLigh at their new ground at 
Trent Pant, Oekwood, next Easter. 
Their offer to almost certain to be ac- 
cepted by the European Fbderafion. 

Ice hockey 

NHL- Arahohi 3 Boston 0; Ottawa 5 Ffrtta 
2: Naw JesM 8 Vancouvar 1; NY tatondan 5 
ngera i a Louis 2 Oatarado 2; Calgary 


lr33A4; S T MaWncci (fin) 13407; 

7 N Bass Muri%yata 1:3450; 8 P Borne [NQ 
BUbaru ia50t 

Snooker 

MALTA GRAND PRK (HteaGri Qrertar*wt 
K DOiwiy (H) bt J teatfi (Mada) SA 
BENSON 8 HEDGES CHAMPIONSHIP 
( Mat — n ) RmOi muiKt 0 Ccfcs png) ta G 
Thomson (Sco) 54; E Marrinn rEngjM ffoWw 


Charles Barkley has decided 
□ot to retire from basketball 
after his latest bar-room brawl 
but the National Basketball 
Association put new rules in 
place yesterday for the 
Houston Rockets’ forward. 

“The league put new guide- 
lines in my life,” he said after 
meeting with NBA officials. “I 
have to bring security guards 
with me every time I go oul It’s 
unfortunate.” 

Barkley threw a man 
through a window during a 
confrontation in Orlando last 
weekend after Barkley had a 
drink thrown at him. 

Before yesterday’s meeting, 
Barkley said be might retire if 
the NBA punished him or 
made him promise not to 
retaliate against abusive fens. 
But after a 90 -minute meeting 
with the deputy commissioner 


Russ Granik. Barkley thanked 
the league for backing him. 

“The league was very sup- 
portive of me. They under- 
stand where I am coming 
from,” be said. “But when I get 
arrested, it's embarrassing for 
me and for the league.” 

He flew back to Houston 
after the meeting and said he 
hoped to play in last night's 
game against Cleveland. 

Barkley said he wants to 
continue playing but he is 
concerned about the increase 
in confrontations. “The situa- 
tion is escalating,” he said, 
“and sooner or later, something 
bad is going to happen. I just 
want to play basketball and be 
left alone.” 

Barkley, 34, is in the final 
year of a six-year contract that 
would pay him about $IL5m 
(£1.53) this season. 


BOXING 



Tyson in fear of a life ban 


NYFtoiMra! 
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Rallying 

AUSTRALIAN RAiiY I 

*wte WW frM:1Cl 

HUlhr 32 irbi 2 CaaR 2 RBwni( . 
13235; 3 0 Auttt |R) ■taoM 1325#: 4C 9Nnz 
(Bp) Fad 1330; 6 K Ericsson (SM) Subtou 


Tennis 

PARIS IKN-S INDOOR OPBISfciglm. 
torteM* Y KafcHor (Rut U G FtasotMd 
04 36 M; J Bfrtanxi (Sum) MR" 

(NNh)B4 0-lSr 

KREMLIN CUP WOMEN'S TOURNAMENT 

ma (Japan) bt A Santow-Vicaito (Sp) 5-17-8. 
UA WC - OTS CHALLENGER (Etotoiigl4 
SMre, n»to4tato P Ufraadi (Au^tt 
E ZSitto G«re 76 7-6; B Schwartz Ore) bt M 
Hex*** (Gh) 0-78-1 6* S Nad* (Yin) bt S 
MMrJGai} 8-1 B-1; L AnduttO (R) ttSSmbh 
(QB) 7-S,7-& 

OnOBAIKTOURffMbildgnHeirsquv 
w4hHrit: N Goiid (Awn) bt J Kk (Lfcc*)64 
6-2; T SpirkB (btortA) bt P Hand EB-wS) 7-5 
Ml H WWJHMnpahfrJ bt P Rottuon 

tt GoUU 00 7-0; VUto M Pvmar 7-664 
WtotoBta fp i urt ai R ta Ml AV to wtaHttEsaat) 
M H Rooty (Itotts) 03 04; J Dawson fSta»- 
ML PartanspitfrenwicrCtaretondi M 
0-702; EJflfe((£danto0«MZGclcpanczB 
gtrt I0- 1 0-4.V J Imran 0\n) M E Ertora (Ci 
Rap)6^0^8wnl4Dre£wto»^MOto- 
Mi 02 0e jam bt Luraw 04 8%. 


Mike Tyson , the former heavy- 
weight world champion, will 
need about six weeks to fully 
recover from a motorcycle 
accident even if tests show that 
his hing has repaired itself, 
doctors said yesterday. 

Connecticut state police said 
that Tyson had been fined S77 
(£48) for not having a motor- 
cycle licence when he over- 
turned his new Honda on an 
interstate highway ramp. 

Dr Ira Trocki, the fighter's 
plastic surgeon and physician, 
said the injury should not dam- 
age Tyson’s boxing skills. The 
31 -year-old fighter, who was 


banned from the sport after bit- 
ing the ear of his opponent 
Evander Hofyfield, can appfy 
for reinstatement in July. 

However, in an interview 
taped before the accident, 
Tyson says: “1 really think TO 
be banned for the rest of my 
life.” 

In the ABC’s Prime Time 
Live, to be shown Monday 
night, he says: “I truly think 
everyone bates me. 1 truly 
believe that, because no one 
gets punished more than I am. 
But 1 understand; I'm a big boy, 
and I believe big boys have big 
ordeals to deal with.” 


When the fighting starts 

the first thing we do is drop our defences. 


Hostilities break out. Air-strike commands are issued. 

But first, an air-base has to be set up close to the battle zone. 
Could you lead the mission? 


It isn’t our pilots who nuke the fine strike in the battle 
for air superiority. 1 tithe Gunners of the RAF Regiment. 

Before our fighter pilots even dunb into their cockpits, 
a Regiment squadron is parachuted into the combat zone. 
Their mission: to secure an area of ground as^ a bare from which 
air attacks can be bunched. f 

It’s also their job to protect the jet fighters on the ground. 

In the air. a Hairier GR7 is a £2S million lethal fighting 
machine with a whole artsy of weapons and defence systems 
with which to protect itself On die ground, however, the 
Harrier is a sitting duck. 

As an officer in the RAF Regiment you would have 
the ultimate responsibility for the security of our aircraft. 


air-bases and all the* men and women serving on diem. 

You could even, in the .event of an outbreak of armed 
conflict, find yourself leading your squadron on a panchute 
drop right into the thick of it. Or commanding a unit of 
Rapier anti-aircraft missiles. 

“First in, last out" is the Regiments unofficial mono. 
So if it’s a nice cushy desk job you’re after, take it from us, 
this is not the career opportunity you're looking for. 

If, on the other band, you're interested in a job that 
will stretch you as much mentally as it wiD physically, then 
the RAF Regiment could be for you. 

We’re looking for male recruits of a particularly high 
calibre aged, ideally, between 17 and 25 years, old. 


To find out more, ask at your local Job Centre or 
telephone on 0345 300 100. 

Better still, if there* an Armed Forces Careers Office 
near you, why not just drop in. 

Telephone 0345 300 100 (calls charged ac local rate. 24 houn). 
Contact: http://www.raf-careers.nifinod.uk or post coupon to 
Group Captain l.E Bruton BA, Freepost 4335, Bristol B$1 3YX. 
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Negri b in 
much demand, 
not only in 
front of goal, 
but also in front 
of the cameras. 
His good looks 
have ensured 
h» popularity 
in the fashion 
wo rid and he is 
the main . 
attraction in 
the dub’s • 
‘Italian 
Collection’ 
calendar 
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Marco Who becomes the talk of Glasgow 


Rangers have unearthed 
a potent goal-scoring 
talent in the idiosyncratic 
Italian Marco Negri. 
Recruited from Sene A, he 
has so far scored 23 goals 
and is already being 
compared with AHy 
McCoist in his pomp and 
prime. David McKinney sees 
the renegade laying down 
roots in Scotland. 


In these increasingly multi- 
cultural football tones, it should 
come as no surprise that 
Marco Negri should lead the 
goal-scoring charts in Scotland. 
.Am* sense of astonishment 
comes from the proliferation 
and quality of the goals the 
Italian has scored in the first 
quarter of the season. 

With ice-cool precision he 
has scattered Scottish defences 
to score 23 goals in all compe- 
titions and help Rangers recover 
from a poor start. In Glasgow, 
the betting shops were happy in 
August to offer odds and take 
the cash on the novelty bet that 
Negri would score 50 goals. 
Three months on and, for the 
bookmakers at least, the novelty 
is wearing off. 

The Italian’s arrival passed 
virtually unnoticed, squeezed in 
as one of seven players brought 


to the dub as Rangers prepared 
for an assault on Europe. He 
has shown himself to have the 
grace and style of a Versace suit 
and, costing £3.7m, he was al- 
most as expensive. 

That price is now being seen 
as a bargain, yet he was virtu- 
ally unknown in his native coun- 
try, contributing 15 for Perugia 
in his one productive season in 
SerieA. 

His career encompassed five 
clubs and several loan periods 
as well as a degree of notoriety 
resulting from a playboy image, 
enhanced by long hair and a 
characteristic earring. 

Negri never spent more than 
18 months at any dub and on 
one occasion refused to play an 
away match, electing lo stay in 
his hotel room as he had fallen 
out with the coach. Rangers will 
hope he can keep himself 
happy by scoring goals. 

His move to Ibrox was 
clinched with a hat-trick against 
Bologna- a game in which he 
gave Whiter Smith a glimpse of 
a goal-scoring talent no amount 
of money can buy. 

At this stage in the season, 
scoring 50 goals might not be as 
fanciful a suggestion as it seems 
because Negri has already 
shown he can finish the chances 
created for him by Paul Gas- 
coigne and Brian Laudrup. The 
two playmakers put the ball in 
front of him and invite him to 


do the rest, something he does 
with devastating efficiency. 

He equalled the Premier 
Division's personal goal-scoring 
record for one game with all of 
Rangers’ goals in a 5-1 win over 
Dundee United, and scored 
four in the recent 7-0 demoli- 
tion of Dunfermline. 

Negri has scored in all nine 
of Rangers’ league matches 
this season, which has set a new 
record for scoring in consecu- 
tive matches in the Premier 
Division. The previous record 
of eight was set by Ally McLeod 
of Hibernian in season 1977-98. 

In his first game of the do- 


mestic campaign Negri lifted the 
ball over the bead of a Hearts 
defender before lobbing a shot 
over the advancing goalkeeper. 
It was a moment of sublime skill 
from a player who now threat- 
ens single-handedly to equal the 
scoring feats of the Mark Hate- 
ley-Ally McCoist partnership at 
its best Between them, McCoist 
and Hateley topped the 50-goals 
mark two seasons in a row. 

Negri combines the qualities 
of both players. He has the 
height and power of Hateley al- 
lied to the poacher’s instinct for 
creating space and scoring goals 
that was McCoist's trademark. 



Negri hits his 18th goal of the season against Hibernian at 
Easter Road Photograph: Eric fajdierfbrd/Dafly Record 


Jim Jefferies, the manager of 
Hearts, who saw for himself the 
skills of Negri at Ibrox, is con- 
vinced Rangers have unearthed 
a goal machine. 

He said: “He has great skill, 
is quick off the marie and he is 
a good finisher. If Rangers are 
looking to replace McCoist, 
Negri could be the man. He 
doesn’t get involved m the 
build-up to goals but he’s always 
there at the finish." 

That ability to merely score 
goals is one Rangers have 
indulged with McCoist in the 
past, content to allow him lim- 
ited involvement throughout 
the 90 minutes while confident 
chances will be taken. 

Negri's reluctance to help 
out led to his absence from the 
away leg of the Uefa Cup tie 
with Strasbourg, and while he 
has shown a reluctance to ap- 
pear content in his work it re- 
quired a talk with Smith to 
firmly establish that he was 
happy at Rangers. 

The player insists his job is 
to score goals, not to tackle back 
or even demonstrate child-like 
glee every time the ball hits the 
back of the net 

The tadtum Italian has tak- 
en to life in Glasgow in a way 
be could hardly have anticipat- 
ed, as be has won the hearts not 
only of the Rangers supporters 
but also of Smith, the manager. 

Smith has appeared reluc- 


tant to talk too much about his 
discovery, but is in no doubt 
about the player’s ability. “He's 
a natural goalscorer. so if you 
give him chances you know 
he’ll find the back of the net," 
he said. 

Negrus fiancee moved to 
Scotland recently and he has told 
friends he feels he is treated like 
a king in Glasgow. Away from the 
football, Negri regularly plays 
te nnis and golf, while his good 
looks bare seen him in demand 
as a model. He features promi- 
nently in the Italian Collection 
calendar produced by the dub. 

Yet it is on the field that he 
continues to make the biggest 
impact, even if his achieve- 
ments have to be tempered to 
an extent by the fact that be is 
playing in the Scottish League 
and not the Premiership- Bui he 
looks to better the goal-scoring 
prowess of Celtic’s Joe 
McBride, who in 2966 had 
found the net 35 times by 
Christmas Eve. McBride him- 
self has suggested the Italian 
could score in any company. 

‘T wouldn't say defences are 
poor in Scotland, but what you 
can say is that he is playing in 
a team which is providing plen- 
ty of ammunition as I did back 
then. He still has to finish off the 
chances and I believe if be was 
getting that kind of service, 
even in England, he would still 
score as many.” 


The saga over the credit card bill has taken a disturbing turn 



THE 

GAFFER 

TAPES 


Honestly, I’m getting the 
bump big time with the FA. 
No sooner do you spot a way 
to earn a few extra bob and 
they damp down. They nev- 
er used to move this fast. 

There 2 was, just getting a 
nice little spread-betting op- 
eration going on and they ban 
people in the game from do- 
ing it The system I had was 
absolutely foolproof l got a 
mate to put a wager on the 
time of the first substitution. 
Then I wonld deliberately 
pick someone I didn't really 
want to play and haul him off 
after five minutes. Since the 
buying price is about 40 min- 
utes, it was a guaranteed 
killing . 

Against my team's inter- 
ests? Not at ail, it bad the ef- 
fect of making the opposition 
think there was some master- 
plan involved - you’d be 
amazed how many times they 
then did a substitution as 
well. 

That was the second bit of 

bad news I bad this week. The 


other was Walter Smith's de- 
cision to stand down. Obvi- 
ously I was disappointed for 
Walter as he’s an old mate, but 
1 was more upset by the phone 
call I soon got from Gam. 

Apparently chairman 
David Murray has told him 
he’s a shoo-in for the job as 
player-manager, so he won’t 
now be coming to the Old 
Cbrnfield. This is obviously a 
huge disappointment, not 
least because I fancied the 
Rangers job myself 

There’s some jobs about 
though. As well as Rangers 
there’s Benfica, Feyenoord, 
Doncaster Rovers and the 
Mop & Bucket’s Sunday 
League team. Eve checked the 
message on ray answer ma- 
chine just in case. With the 
theme tune to Match of the 
Day in the background, it 
goes: ‘"Yon are through to the 
office of legendaiy manager 
Barry Gaffer, motto: ‘No job 
too big'. Please leave a mes- 
sage and I'll get back to you 
as soon as I've finished a pri- 


vate coaching session for' 
Ronaldo, Zola and Beckham 
in the back garden." 

It had to be right as I was 
away in the week in Dublin. 
The play-off match was dis- 
appointing, but it didn’t stop 
me enjoying the famous hos- 
pitality with Glenn, Craig and 
Mick afterwards. It was a bit 
embarrassing the way people 
kept asking me for my auto- 
graph in front of them, but 
they understood. With Sky TV 
shoving a camera up your 
nose every game, us Pre- 
miership managers are now 
more famous than any in- 
ternational coach. 

The only problem was it 
was a bit of a late session and 
I had an early flight. So I 
booked myself a 7am break- 
fast-cum-alarm call before 
going to bed. With these long 
hours Tm putting m these days 
I must be pretty tired because 
it seemed no sooner had I fall- 
en asleep watching the in- 
house video than room 
service arrived, it was sensa- 


tional, a full cooked breakfast, 
every English and Irish news- 
paper, complimentary box of 
chocolates and a glass of 
bucks fig?- “This is impres- 
sive," I said to the waiter. “Is 
it because of who I am?" 

“No sir," he said, “but the 
fact that it’s now 9J0 might 
have something to do with it" 

Fortunately I got a later 
flight, so I was back in time to 
compare notes with Kit 
Mann, my assistant. He'd 
gone to Moscow to watch the 
Italians play Russia. He 
seemed to think he'd had the 
worse deal, but it wasn't my 
fault he hadn't taken a coat 
f would never have borrowed 
his crombid if he’d told me it 
was his only one. 

Meanwhile, the saga over 
the credit card bill has taken 
a disturbing turn. I’d expect- 
ed Mrs Hfrmn FIrem to be a 
bit strange towards me after 
the chairman, her husband, 
claimed I’d incurred the bills 
on their joint card at the Hot 
Hands Massage Club (true) 


and Black Lace Bar (not 
true). However, far from be- 
ing all snooty about it she has 
suddenly started going out of 
her way to bump into me. 

She keeps saying things 
like: “I always find a warm 
pair of hands ever so relax- 
ing." 2 wouldn’t mind except 
she’s my sister-in-law and I 
think she's interested in black- 
mail as well as black lace. 

As usual, it’ll be a relief to 
get back to the football. We 
were briefly off the bottom af- 
ter our point last week and I 
think we are getting a run to 
gether. 

There’s the usual injury 
worries. Shaun Prone is still 
in for observation after rolling 
his Skoda, Ivor Niggle has 
pulled a muscle answering 
the phone and Kit has frost- 
bite. I hope he’ll be OK by the 
evening as it’s his job to light 
the fireworks at the club's an- 
nual display. 


Bony Gaffer was 
talking to Glenn Moore 


SIDELINES 


King’s Road or the 
Aston Expressway 


Brawn and Bianchflower. . — ..jp .. ■■ 

The very words jar against .. 

each other, yet they provide lWs.J fcX-rlLfcJi 

ihe earliest links between ; 

Aston Villa and Chelsea. ' - 

Bi lly Brawn, well named at 6ft 2in aDd 13st 51b, payed for 
both today’s opponents at the start of the century. Danny 
Btandtikmer captained V5Ba beftHB]M^oiy,gioiyyeaiswilh 
Spurs and later managed Chelsea. 

His spell at Stamford Bridge was a classic wrong-place, 
wro ng-time scenario. Chelsea fared much better with their 
next ex-Villa appointee, John Neal, while three former Blues 
men. Tommy Docherty, Dave Sexton and Jim Barron, went 
on to managerial and coaching posts at VQla Park. 

Flayers leaving V3Ia for Chelsea have included George 
Graham, Tbny Hateley and Tbrry Dorigo. But until Kenny 

Cnvini rvtnaArl tWft /ivwvveitAixnu minp/I linnthin anH 


niiiUVi OiU&UOlOf r iua uflliiw vu 

dealings. John Dunn, Tbmmy Hughes and John. P hillip s aD 
understudies to Peter Bonetti, had modest careers in the MkP 
lands, though Chico Hamftton, a Chelsea debutantat l£ did 
go on to help Villa out of the Third Division. ' ' 

In modem times, Andy Townsend exchanged the King's 
Road for the Aston Expressway. His departure for Middles- 
brough has not, however, deprived the fixture of a connec- 
tion. Ibqy McAndrew, a brawny Chelsea dripper under Neal, 
will be using his brains to help Villa in his' new rote as ; coach. 


Ten things 

that West 


midfielder 

Eyal 

Berkovrtch 



1 Bible-bashers. Presi- 
dent Ezer Weizman 
caused a sensation this 
week when he said: “The 
Bible contains some very 
unappealing things which 
are not worth reading." 

2 Halva. A sweet sesame 
and sugar bar: 

3 Armageddon - a pret- 
ty town, as opposed to a 
hellish nightmare (more 
than can be said for Up- 
ton Park tube at night). 

4 Strikers with a clinical 
touch - Israeli surgeons 
withdrew their labour this 
week in a staffing dispute. 


5 The beach. 

6 The Gaza strip. Not to 
be confused with the Gaz- 
za stripping, but equally 
memorable to witness. 

7 The Whiling Walk 

8 Alf Garnett’s absence. 

9 Giddy Gov - Israel’s 
Pan! McGartney. (As op- 
posed to Giddy Guv, as 
Harry Redknapp appears 
to be after each win). 

10 The Dead Sea - a 
place to relax, secure in 
the knowledge that the 
surrounding dense mass 
will support you always. 
Sounds familiar? 


NAME OF THE GAME 

No 7: PSV EINDHOVEN 


The Dutch dub, who visit Newcastle in the Champions’ 
League next week, were founded in 1913. They are so called 
because they are owned by the electronics company, Philips 
(Philips SV Eindhoven), which employs about a fifth of the 
town’s 200,000 population. The club play at the Philips Sta- 
dium - if they move to a new ground ought they follow Sun- 
derland’s example and call it the Stadium of Light? . 


THIS 

WEEK 


HISTORY 

LESSON 



Park, with the Scottish 
champions ann ouncing this 
week that Walter Smith's 
reign as manager would 
finish at the end of the 


While Smith is aiming to 
guide Rangers to their tenth 
successive Scottish champi- 
onship, Symon also had a 
more than respectable 
record, having won 10 tro- 
phies out of a possible 15 in 
a five-year period. 

Symon, unhappy with the 
maimer of his departure, 
announced his riwamfogal to 
the press before Rangers 
had officially sacked farm, de- 
claring he would leave his 
keys at the dub and never re- 


play-off wlU prove a j 
omen in his team’s att< 
to qualify for France 


Ten years ago 

played in the last r 

side to face the Bel gians i 
Dublin. On that occasion > 


Championship r 

competition helpt 

the Irish into the finals. ~- 
The final tournament 
the Republic enjoy o 
their finest moments, 

Ray Houghton’s early 
earned a 1-0 victory ... 
England in Stuttgart A H 
draw with the Soviet UhioB 
kept Ireland’s hopes alive 
fore a 1-0 defeat by 
Netherlands ended their r# 


THIS WEEK'S TRANSFERS 


Fuff transfers 




to Western 
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Banning betting may prove an impossible task 


In 'ts investigation into 

gambling by 

professional footballers 
on their own sport, the 

Football Association 
way have opened a can 

worms. Nick Harris 
believes that enforcing a 
no-betting policy will be 
as difficult as ever. 

Revenue Tram football hem is 
nsrng between three and five 
per cent each year. Current cs- 
suggest that heiwecn 
i-OOm and £500m are wa- 

£ er f? on fonM bets annually 
in this country. 


Sir John Smith, the former 
Metropolitan Police deputy 
enmmissinner who led the FA’s 
intjutn' into betting, said on 
Thursday that those who gam- 
ble. be they supporters, play- 
ers or officials, "have become 
involved in the culture of bel- 
ting that is apparent through- 
out every aspect of modem life, 
evidenced bv the popularity of 
the National Lottery" In shon. 
gambling is widely regarded us 
normal, healthy and is even 
pruriM >ted by ihc Got cmmenL 
Sir John's repon empha- 
sised that fur more than 1U0 
years players have been 
banned from belling on 
matches. Yet it is generally ac- 
knowledged thai many foot- 


ballers do bet - and on games 
in which they are involved. Fur 
many the key question he does 
“recreational gambling’’ by 
players lead to corruption? 

Sir John thinks not, as he 
found no evidence of corrup- 
tion. However, he warned that 
any wagers by interested par- 
ties can create an environment 
with the potential to damage 
football's integrity. 

In some instances, such as 
the laying of “spread" bets on 
the timing of throw-ins or cor- 
ners, dial rid; is heightened and 
may facilitate what is effectively 
insider trading, David Huwclls, 
Totienhunt’s captain, says that 
he personally knows of eases 
where spread bels have led to 


games being affected in this 
way. 

Clarilkutinn of odier betting 
activities is also needed and will 
happen. Most notably, revised 
FA rules will dLsunguish be- 
tween secret forecasting for 
belling purposes and public 
forecasting in a general sense. 
Whereas it will remain against 
the rules for a player to sell 
covertly information to a gam- 
bling syndicate, some infor- 
mation will be allowed to be 
sold. Fur example. West Ham's 
manager. Hariy Rcdknapp. 
writes a weekly football tipping 
column in the Karina FVoJ, and 
he will he able to continue. 

The feasibility of a ban on 
the majority of other gambling 


activities still has to be ad- 
dressed. For example, it would 
nut be difficult for any player 
who wished to continue gam- 
bling to ask a friend or relative 
to place a bet for them. And 
bookmakers, who have ac- 
cepted their bets in the past, 
dn not seem keen la stop 
them continuing. 

Graham Sharpe, a spokes- 
man for William HilL said: “1 
can't see any objection in the- 
ory to allowing a player to have 
a small fun bet on a game in 
which he is taking part." He 
added that he knew of few in- 
stances in the past when the FA 
had done anything to imple- 
ment its rules. "I suspect there . 
is an element here of the FA 


endeavouring to be seen to be 

doing something,'* be said. 

It must also be doubtful 
whether Sir John's recom- 
mendations would be efifcctiw- 
One is to send a copy of HA 

rules to all players. Another is 

to make the betting industry 
more aware of the rules and 
help enforce them hy refusing 
in accept bets from footballers 
and ceasing to place be lt i ng 
slips in areas of football 
grounds which players and of- 
ficials use exclusively. 

Another key question is 
bow the BA plans to enforce its 

rules. David Davies, tbe FA's 
director of public affairs, said 
that tbe governing body would 
use its full range of disciplinary 


measures - fines, suspensions 
and bans- to punish offend- 
ers He added, however, that 
“the BA are not a police force'’. 

Davies also said that he did 
not know whether bookmak- 
ers would be asked to inform 
on players who gambled in 
contravention of the FAS rules. 
Nor did he say how players 
would be prevented from ask- 
ing others to place bets for 
them. 

In short, for the past cen- 
tury tbe FA has banned betting 
by players but has generally 
failed to prevent them from do- 
ing so. Whether anything can 
effectively be done to change 
that in the future must be 
open to question. 
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Perhaps an announcement lhai 
Alan Ball was about to return 
would have sent greater shud- 
ders through Manchester City 
supporters, but only that. When 
Georgi Kinkladze was involved 
in a car crash on Tuesday night, 
Maine Road held its collective 
breath. 

The 23-year-old Georgian 
has been the only thing to make 
the last three seasons palatable 
for City supporters. As Francis 
4|Lee, the chairman, said: “Hav- 
ing him injured is the last thing 
we need but we are all so grate- 
ful he is not seriously hurt" 

Kinkladze had 30 stitches in- 
serted in his back but, surpris- 
ingly might appear against 
Oxford United today. “Gio is 
realty keen to play,? his man- 
ager. Frank Clark, said, “but we 
want to take a look at him be- 
fore making a decision." 

City's enthusiasm to have 
Kinkladze back is underlined by 
his contribution in Lhe corres- 
ponding fixture last season 
when he scored twice in a 4-1 
victory, although who Clark 
will leave out is less clear. Jeff 
Whitley, his replacement in the 
1-0 win over Crewe on Wednes- 
day, was voted man of the 
match while Chris Greenacre, 
making his debut, scored. 

Things are never dull at 
Maine Road - and Bury is 
hardly boring either. Earlier in 
the season the players refused 
ro do any promotional work un- 
" lit a creche was provided and 
this week there was a mini-re- 
volt over the hotel bill for last 
weekend's trip to Ipswich. 


That came (Hit of the players' 
Chris [mas party fond arid man- 
ager Stan Terncnt had to offer 
to repay the money from his own 
wages to maintain team spirit. 
That was declined, but Lhe dub 
will pay for Iasi night's accom- 
modation ahead of today's game 
at Norwich. As fora meal: “It'll 
be soup and sandwiches as 
usual," Ternem said. 

Gary Walsh will start in goal 
for Bradford City against West 
Bromwich after completing a 
£500,000 move from Middles- 
brough while Manchester 
United’s full-back John O’Kane 
could make his debut after 
joining City on loan. 

Nottingham Fives! are ex- 
pected to name an unchanged 
side against Crewe .and Neil 
Maddison will make his 
Middlesbrough debut against 
Wolves after a £250,000 move 
from Southampton. 

Sunderland arc likely to 
stick with a back four of Jody 
Craddock, Darren Williams, 
Darren Holloway and Michael 
Gray against Stockport - even 
though their average age is 
just 21. They will face a striker 
who flopped at Roker Park but 
whose goals have pushed 
County into 12th place. 

Brett Angell has scored 
eight times in 1 1 First Division 
games this season compared to 
nought in JO while he was at 
Sunderland. “Things didn’t 
turn out the way I wanted at 
Roker Park," he said. “It was 
very frustrating but 1 have no 
bitterness towards the dub." 

- Guy Hodgson 



Hartson charged 
with misconduct 
for Reed remarks 


Gary Walsh win make his debut in the Bradford City goal today 


Photograph: Empics 


The West Ham striker John 
Hartson has been charged with 
misconduct by the Football 
Association following his ver- 
bal attack on the referee Mike 
Reed after Monday’s Premier- 
ship defeat by Leicester. 

Hartson called Reed “a 
homer”, claiming that his per- 
formance was “a disgrace that 
deserved nought out of 10". On 
Wednesday. West Ham and 
Hartson apologised to Reed, say- 
ing the remarks were made “in 
theheat of the moment and wens 
not considered". Although 
Reed accepted the apology, 
he said the events were “out of 
his bands”. 

The Football League has 
given Anton Johnson permis- 
sion to continue his consor- 
tium’s £2m takeover attempt of 
the struggling Third Division 
club Doncaster Rovers. 

Johnson, the farmer owner of 
Rotherham, was charged with 
breaching I-eqgueregulatioos on 
being involved in more than one 
dub in 1984, bnt the League said 
yesterday he was not banned 
from the sport, although they 
would keep an eye on events. 

“There were allegations 
about Mr Johnson’s involve- 
ment in more than one dub and 
he was due to face charges con- 
ceraing breaches of regulations, 
but he went out of football and 
the charges were not activated," 
a League spokesman said. 

“The charges are stffl out- 
standing and on file, and if Mr 
Johnson becomes involved in 
football again, the League will 
look at tbe situation.” 

Donald Findlay, the vice- 
chairman of Ranger^ yesterday 
denied that anyone had been 
asked to succeed Walter Smith 
as manager. Findlay dismissed 
reports that his dub are to of- 


fer Newcastle a £4m pay-off for 
the services of Kenny Dalglish. 

“I think it is always as well to 
wait until people are asked and 
I do not think anybody has as yet 
been asked to become manag- 
er of Rangers, so I do not see 
how anybody can refuse the 
job," he said. “There are a num- 
ber of names and people, and the 
list will remain confidential." 

Findlay stressed that no de- 
cisions have yet been made by 
tbe Rangers board on Smith's 
successor and said the nation- 
ality of the new manager will 
not be important, but a proven 
track record in European com- 
petition will. 

Asked on Radio 4 whether 
Dalglish is under cons deration, 
Findlay said that reports had 
shown he had no interest in re- 
turning north of the border. 
“Oeaxty Kenny does not want to 
come here, so no," he said. 

Dalglish, however, was furi- 
ous at the speculation. “It has 
been suggested thafbeing linked 
to a big dub like Rangers is a 
compliment. I think it's an insult 
to the fans of Newcastle, Their 
intelligence has been insulted be- 
cause it is total fabrication. 

“There is no foundation in 
It in any way, shape or form. I 
don’t want people to think that 
because I watched Rangers as 
a kid, Tm going to go back to 
work there,” be said. 

Alan Moore, tbe Middles- 
brough winger, will go into hos- 
pital tomorrow for a double calf 
operation that is likely to keep 
him out for most of the season. 

Bryan Robson, the Boro 
manager, said: “Moore will be 
out for three or four months, 
possibly longer. It is frustrating 
for the player, but surgery was 
inevitable to cure his problems.” 

- Catherine Riley 
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Major weekend 
fixtures and 
pools check 

TODAY 

FA Carling Premiership 

1 Aston Via v Cheteea 

2 Bamslay v Bbckbum 

3 Bolton v Liverpool ............. — 

4 Derby v Arana) ........... 

5 Man Utdv Sheffield Wad 

6 Newcastle v Leicester 

7 Tottenham v Leeds 

a Wknbtedon v Coventry 

Nationwide League 
First Division 

9 Bradford CJty v West Bnxn .. 

10 Chartion v Ipswich — 

11 HUrttersflstt v stoke 

12 Norwich v Bury 

13 Nottm Forest v Crews 

14 Oxford Utd v Man C3ty 

15 Port \feie v Reacflng 

15 OPR v Binringhain 

17 Sheffield Utd v Tranmere ...... 

18 Stockport v Sunderland ...... 

19 ViM^vMdcteslcnxigh 

Second Division 

20 Bounemouth v Brentford .... 

21 Bristol City v Oldham — . — 

22 Bixntey v Waball 

23 Carfete v Wrexham 

24 Fulham V Chesterfield 

25 GBngham v MHwal- 

28 Grinsby v Southend 

27 Northampton v Bristol R 

28 Preston v Plymouth - — 

29 Watford v Blackpool 

30 VWIgen V York 

31 Wycomoe v Luton 

Third Division 

32 Barnet v Notts Coixity 

33 Cambridge Utd vlbrquay — 

34 Chaster v Rochdale 

35 Darihgton v HuB (UJ) 

36 Exeter v Peterborough 

37 Harttepod v Brighton ..... 

38 Ltocoto v Leyton Orient 

39 Rother h am v Macclesfield — 

- Scarborough v Doncaster... 

- Shrewsbury v Mansfield 

GM Vauxhalf Conference 

- Cheltenham v HaSfax 

- Fambomugh v WeBng 

- Hayes v Gateshead ..... 

- Hednestord v 'feovi — 

- Kidderminster v WOWng 

- Leek v Dover — ... 

- Moracambe v Hereford 

- Northwtahv Telford 

- Rushden v Slough 

- Southport v Kettering ... 

- StalybrUge v Stevenage 

Belt's Scottish League 
Premier Division 

40 Aberdeen v Hearts 

41 Durfamfine v Celtic 

42 Hibernian v Dundee Utd ...... 

43 Rangers v KBmamock 

44 St Johnstone vMotherwel .. 

First Division 

45 Afettie v Raith 

48 Dundee v Partick 

- Hanttonv Morton 

47 Strtng v St Vfcrer 

Second Division 

48 Forfar v Clyde 

- Inverness CT v Brechin 

49 Stenhousarm* v East Fife.... 

- Stranraer v Livingston 

Third Division 

- Berwick v Atoion Rovers — 

- Cowdenbeath v Aioa. 

- East Sdrfng v Arbroath 

- Montrose v Dumbarton 

- Queen's talk v Rose Co ...... 

TOMORROW 

FA Carting Premiership 
Everfcn v Southampton (40). — 

Nationwide League 
Second Division 
Cattfffv Swansea (1205) 

Scottish League 
Challenge Cup final 

RaKrk v Queen of South fHC& _ 
(at FlrPatk. MoOtarweH) 


Them ready World Cup place can cap it all for Coultard McGivan calls bid 




to return 
for Rangers 

Rangers hope that the return of 

two of their overseas contract 

for todav’s match at home to Kfl- 
marnock will restore them for- 
tunes. following last weeks 
defeat by Dundee United. 

The Scottish champions 
have been without Jon as Them 
for me last nine weeks be- 
cause of a knee injury, but the 
Swede is expected to return to- 
day Sergio Porrini is back af- 

rjefeaf with an ankle injury. 

Kilmarnock will be without 
their goalkeeper, 

I ekcivic, wbo suffered a knee 

•urn? wh3e traininS ^ 

Vaslav Mfleagues before 

L^ridCupplay-cffvjcto^ 

ove r Hungary in ^pest w 
Ci«reek. The youngster Col- 
i^Meldrum retains his place- 
m rjtic will attempt to 
ni5 heathetrposition at the 
the table when they 
to Dunfermline, who are 
^‘Scirinju^cap- 


Gillian Coultard left Upton 
Park hanging on to a com- 
memorative silver cap on 
Wednesday night, a memento 
presented to her by West 
Ham's old favourite Geoff 
Hurst to mark her century of 
England appearances. 

England left Upton Park 
hanging on to their aspiration 
of emulating their male coun- 
terparts in qualifying for the 
World Cup finals. 

A 1-0 win over the Nether- 
lands, courtesy of a moment of 
opportunism from their 17- 
year-old midfielder Susan 


Smith, kept them in with a 
chance of reaching the finals in 
the United States in 1999. 

Only the group winner will 
progress, with the runner-up go- 
ing forward to a play-off. But 
the cruel draw which placed 
England in a group including 
the European champions, Ger- 
many, and the world champi- 
ons, Norway, means they will 
require something extraordi- 
nary if they are to go through. 
And - Smith’s precocious in- 
tervention apart - there was 
nothing extraordinary on view 
at Upton Park- 


“Wc have got to be realistic," 
Coultard said. “Being in a 
group with the world champi- 
ons and the European cham- 
pions it is going to be very, very 
difficult But we wouldn’t be 
here if we didn't think we could 
qualify.” 

At least England didn't lose 
against opponents they have not 
faced since 1978. 

“Tonight was very impor- 
tant," England's manager Ted 
Copeland said. “We would have 
bad a major hill to climb if we 
had lost” 

Harsh words had been re- 


quired to lift his players’ per- 
formance after a dire first 
half. 

“There were too many smil- 
ing faces and too many 
mediocre performances,” 
Copeland said. “And Holland 
played better than we expect- 
ed them to. 

“One of the problems 
we’ve got is we have a lot of 
young players in tbe team 
and we are asking them for 
mature performances. Some 
of them let the pressure get to 
them." 

England’s next World Cap 


group match, at home to Ger- 
many on 8 March, is cruciaL 
Copeland will attempt to main- 
tain team spirit with regular 
training meetings and a num- 
ber of friendly matches, start- 
ing with one against France in 
February. 

The game against Germany, 
who beat England 3-0 in the 
opening group match last 
month, will be held at a venue 
yet to be arranged but proba- 
bly in the north. 

“That’s the one," Coultard 
said with a grim smile. 

Mike Rowbottpm 


trip *a success’ 


irf. i 


pjirrefljaoBuua.- - 

, JLon are both fit again af- 

Joh Lrf.tmtWmiJanscn,thl; 
Jf 'Sach, IMS not recalled 
says ‘hey 

tie Hearts 
hopes to mate ^ 
^^^ppearance for the dub 
50(k ^Ktod^- Tbe Pretwh- 

"^Sansd to Robertson re- 
^suspended. 


CANADA 

Tbe playing careers of Peter 
Beardsley, Alan Ball and Brace 
Grobbelaar all benefited from 
a speU with Vancouver White- 
^when the North American 

caxer League was at its zenith. 

Although the NASL is long 
o 0 ne, soccer in Mboouvh is 
still alive - but maybe not for 
much longer. Ttoo 
the NASL- and the Whitecaps 

folded m 1984, a new dub was 

formed called 
g5ers. They won four of the first 
eve tides in die Canadian Soc- 
cer League and now compete 
in the A-Leagu* which is in ef- 
fect North America’s second 
professional division, one lev- 
el below Major League Soccer. 

Lite die Whitecaps before 

them, the S6ers have supplied 


players to English football, in- 
cluding the Plymouth forward 
Carlo Corazzin. The supply line 
- and the focus for the many 
soccer lovers in Vancouver - 
may be about to end, though. 
Like many other professional 
soccer dubs in Canada and the 
United States, the 86crs are in 
deep financial trouble. 

The dub was put up for sale 
in Juty, but there have been no 
takers. They are now on the 
brink. If a deposit of just 
£32,000 is not lodged with the 
A-League by next week, the 
club’s franchise will expire. 
The cunent, and possibly the 
last, 86ers’ coach is Carl Valen- 
tine, the former Oldham and 
West Bromwich winger. He 
was not optimistic last week. 
“That’s it. It’s all over. I’m out 
of work,” be said. 

As a last resort the dub have 



AROUND THE 
WORLD 

appealed to one of Vancouver’s 
soccer heroes for help. Tbny 
Waiters, the former Blackpool 
and England goalkeeper and 
Plymouth manager, took the 
Whitecaps to the NASL title in 
1979 and then guided Canada 
to tbe World Cup finals in 1986. 
He now runs a soccer coach- 
ing academy in Blaine, Wash- 


ington, and has been asked to 
bdp in a last, desperate attempt 
to find new sponsors. It may be 
too late, though. 

GERMANY 

A non-League dub called Ein- 
tracht Trier are the toast of 
Germany at the moment - ex- 
cept with fans of Borussia 
Dortmund and Schalke 04. 

Trier, the leaders of the 
RtgjonaBigt t W^-Sudweu, have 
reached the quarter-finals of 
the German League by beat- 
ing the Uefa Cup holders 
(Schalke) in the second round 
and then the European champ- 
ions (Dortmund) in Tuesday’s 
third-round tie. 

Goals from Rudi Tho mines 
and Marek Czakon gave Trier 
a 2-1 home win in front of a 
sell-out 18,000 crowd. It was a 


humiliation for Dortmund, 
who arc also having a bad 
time in the Burulesliga, where 
they are 14th out of 18 teams. 

“We are in a crisis tight now 
and no one knows what is go- 
ing on,” said Stefan Kk»s, Dort- 
mund’s goalkeeper, who was in 
tears after tile defeat fa Trier. 

The experienced interna- 
tional defender, Jurgen Koh- 
ler, said: “We are facing a 
relegation struggle from the 
Bundesliga - anyone who 
doesn't understand the situa- 
tion we are in should think 
about changing dubs.” 

Not surprisingly, questions 
are already being asked about 
the job security of Nevio Scala, 
formerty in charge of Parma, 
who replaced Ottmar Hitzfeld 
as coach at.Dortmund in the 
summer. 

- Rupert Metcalf 


England's World Cup bid team 
returned home yesterday con- 
vinced their hopes of capturing 
the 2006 event had been boost- 
ed by eight days of transatlantic 
lobbying. 

Alec McGivan, who heads 
the bid team. Sports Minister 
Tbny Banks, Sir Bobby Charlton 
and the chief executive of the 
Football Association, Graham 
Kelly, travelled to the United 
States, Trinidad and Tbbago 
and Costa Rica to put England’s 
case to three members of Fife's 
executive committee. 

McGivan said yesterday that 
tbe reception the team had re- 
ceived could not have been bet- 
ter. “The trip exceeded all our 
expectations,” he said. “By go- 
fag to these three countries we 
spoke to the representatives of 
the 37 North and Central 
American members. That’s 
around a fifth of tbe football 
world, and in each case we had 
a very warm reception. 

"I think it helped that we 
were the first bidding nations 
to go to see any of them, and 
it gave us the chance to fly the 
flag and sell England and the 
bid before the others gpt in. 

“What it has shown is that 
you tore to go out and meet peo- 
ple if you want to stage the Wsid 
Cup. Bidding is an expensive 
business - but you won’t win by 
silting in an office in London.” 

McGivan added that the 
presence of Sir Bobby and 


Banks had been a major fector 
in the success of tbe trips to see 
US representative Chuck Blaz- 
er, his committee colleague 
Isaac Sasso Sas.sc in San Juan 
and Jack Warner, the vice- 
president of Fife, the world gov- 
erning body, fa the Wbst Indies. 

“All three of them com- 
mented on the feet that the 
Government was backing our 
bid so strongly and showing real 
support, while Sir Bobby was 
hailed as a football hero every- 
where we wenL” he said. 

“It’s dear that there is great 
interest in the new Wembley 
and the other great grounds 
we’ve got. What came up time 
and again was that having so 
many foreign players in the Pre- 
miershipisabig phis for us and 
the success we had fa staging 
Euro 96 is also working fa our 
favour." 

McGivan hopes to talk face 
to face with all 24 members of 
the executive committee before 
the race begins for real at the 
finals fa France next summer. 

“We know we don’t have a 
divine right to stage the World 
Cup and we roust not be arro- 
gant at all,” he said. “It is far too 

early to be optimistic or pes- 
simistic, but we’ve all been very 
buoyed up by the experience. 

“We won't get carried away. 
But to see so much interest fa 
our bid, that we*ve made such 
a powerful impact already, is a 
big boost for everybody,’ 7 ’ 
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A fanfare 
for the 


common 


manager 


There was a time when 
David Jones might have 
been in the home dug- 
out at Goodison Park 
tomorrow. As a native 
Evertonian, former 
Everton player and 
promising lower division 
manager, he should have 
been a strong contender 
to succeed Joe Hoyle this 
summer. The game has 
changed, however, and 
he will sit, instead, in the 
away dug-out. This week 
the Southampton 
manager talked to our 
football correspondent 
about the reasons why - 
offering a fanfare for the 
common manager. 


Sixteen years ago Everton were 
looking for a manager. They 
peered into the lower divisions 
and saw a former player doing 
well at pre-Jack Walker Black- 
burn. Six years on. Howard 
Kendall had become their most 
successful manager ever. 

But that was before the 
Bosman ruling, share issues. Sky 
TV's millions and the cult of the 
personality chai rman took over. 
Cubs with the pretensions of 
Everton do not appoint promis- 
ing lower division managers 
any more, they go for recent in- 
ternational 
players, exotic 
foreign coaches -nw - 

or someone Jj Y VJf 

eise's Premier- 
ship manager. 

Everton recent- IVLW 

ly gave Kendall 

a third stint at 

the helm, hut not before trying 

ail the other options. 

A former Evertonian, David 
Jones, will be at Goodison Park 
tomorrow in the away dug-out, 
Southampton having decided to 
appoint the man who, as man- 
ager of Stockport County, 
knocked them out of last sea- 
son's Coca-Cola Cup. Jones 
eventually steered Stockport 
to the competition's semi-finals 
and. more importantly, the Fust 
Division. 

This earned him the dubious 
reward of assuming the most 
vulnerable position in the game. 
Most dubs have a player of the 
season award, some have a 
goal of the season honour. At 
Southampton these are usual- 
ly won by Matt Le Tissier so, to 
spice things up, they have a 
manager of the season. 


Jones is the latest locky win- 
ner after Ian Branfoot, Alan 
Ball, Dave Merrington and 
Graeme Souness. Since an al- 
ready difficult job has been 
made immeasurably tougher 
by injuries to Le Tissier and Egil 
Ostenstad (who, in a rare break 
from tradition, was last season’s 
Player of the Year), it is no sur- 
prise to find Davy Jones’ lock- 
er anchored near the 
Premiership sea bed. 

Apart from three heady days 
at the end of August, and the 
25 hours between last Saturday’s 
win over Spurs and Bolton’s de- 
feat of Chelsea, Southampton 
have been in the relegation 
zone since losing to Bolton on 
opening day. 

“I knew what f was coining 
to,” Jones said when we met at 
his impressive bouse overlook- 
ing Winchester earlier this 
week. “They have struggled for 
the last five years- I don’t know 
how they got out of it last year. 
The same players are stfil here 
so I knew it would be difficult, 
but I also knew if I could get the 
players in 1 wanted I could 
turn it around.” 

He has since signed Paul 
Jones and Lee Tbdd from 
Stockport, Kevin Davies (in an 
aleady planned deal) from 
Chesterfield and Carlton 
Palmer and David Hirst from 
Sheffield Wednesday. The most 
significant of these could be the 
£2m Hirst, whose brace against 
Tottenham suggested be could 
do for South- 


BY GLENN 
MOORE 


ampton what 
pi Tv r John Hartson 
_X JN JN has done for 
West Ham. 

ORE 

chasing him for 

— some time," 

said Jones; 

“He’d been there 10 years. I 
knew he wanted a new chal- 
lenge and first-team footbalL it 
was the first signing we've kqrt 
quiet from the press which was 
good as, had other dubs known 
he was available, they might 
have come in. 

“It was important psycho- 
logically to get off the bottom 
and out of the relegation zone. 
We have a lot of good players 
but some of them are under- 
achieving. Saturday’s win owed 
much to Le Tissier as well as 
Hirst. “It’s no coincidence that 
of the five games be [Le Tissier] 
has played we've won four and 
drawn one. Other players are 
lifted just by him playing, es- 
pecially the ones who have 
been here a long time. 

Tve spoken to bam about his 
game. Other managers appear 
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David Jones: It is a different way of life. You cant go anywhere without being recognised and not just around here. My wife will not go out with me’ 


Photograph: AHsport 




•to have wanted hixrrtd work off 
theball.T think to get him to 
work we might have to give him 
the ball, that’s his strength. 
Carlton Palmer said to him 
when he joined: “Get me 15 
goals and I’ll do all your run- 
ning”. That’s what he’s about 

“He’s up for it, he wants to 
be in the World Cup. He’s very 
laid bade but he’s not as lazy as 
people assume. He does work 
hard in his own way and he 
cares. He's honest and a nice 
pro to work with. People think 
he's not ambitious because he 
dedded to stay here, be is am- 
bitious, he just likes it here.” 

Jones is also ambitious. 
When he succeeded Danny 
Bergara at Stockport he gave 
hims elf four years to reach the 
Premiership. He made it in 
two-and-a-half “I felt if 1 turned 
Stockport into a good side 


someone might come along. 
When they did it was not a dif- 
ficult dedaon to leave, more an 
awkward one because I had a 
great relationship with the 
chairman. I’ve left the dub 
with a good squad and there's 
no reason why Stockport should 
not be a force in the First Di- 
vision. Whether they have got 
the resources to make that fi- 
nal jump— I don’t know. 

One of Jones’ first thoughts 
when he took over at The Dell 
was what he would do with all 
the extra spare time. Last year 
he prepared Stockport for 67 
matches, Southampton played 
47, the Premiership average. 
However, any thoughts of low- 
ering his golf handicap soon dis- 
appeared once the job began. 

“The biggest difference in 
the Premiership is that you 
don't have any time. If you are 


: not coadnng you arcat ramer 
sort of function or with the 
press, it is so time-consuming. 
It is a different way of life. You 
can't go anywhere without be- 
ing recognised and not just 
around here. My wife will not 
go out with me. Your life is no 
longer your own.” 

Its not always been big hous- 
es and instant recognition for tbe 
41 -year-old. He was, in his own 
words, “a bread-and-butter play- 
er” bat he was good enough to 
win England Under-21 hon- 
ours and play full-back for the 
Everton side that pushed the 
champions, Nottingham For- 
est, all the way in 1977-78. At 23 
he moved to Coventry to play in 
his preferred centre-half position 
but was injured in his third 
match. 

In two seasons Jones started 
five more games before being te- 


fea^edHe^ayedinHongKong 
and, against medical advice, 
two seasons with his brother, 
Mark, for Preston. At 29 his 
knee had had enough and, 
though he played park football 
up to last season, hfc professional 
career was over. He is a laid- 
back fellow but scratch the sur- 
face and the hurt is still raw. 

There is understandable 
bitterness over the tackle 
which finished him. He will not 
name the guilty player but 
adds that, in the present cli- 
mate, he could have sued him. 
There is also a belief that 
players should realise their 
fortune and make the most of 
their talenL. You sense he feels 
his brother did not and his son 
may make the same error. 
This outlook was deepened by 
a spell playing and coaching in 
nou-League followed by social 


work with deprived and prob-' 
lem children. 

It was the need to be in- 
volved in the game, and maybe 
make the mark be was denied 
the chance to do as a player, 
which brought him bade into 
football as Stockport’s youth 
coach. It certainly was not the 
money -it meant a cut from so- 
dal worker’s wages. 

It was also a risk: Married to 
Ann for 21 years, he has four 
children ranging from three- 
year-old Georgia to 20-year-old 
Lea (currently looking for a 
dub). Like many managers be 
relaxes on the golf course and 
with the company of a few 
close friends, people who re- 
member Jones the promising 
youngster, Jones the crippled 
player and Jones the social 
worker. 

He feels passionately that 


the apprenticeship "in non- . 
League and at Stockport has 
been vital. “Clubs have start- 
ed to look for so-called big 
names but there is no guaran- 
tee a ‘big name’ will be' sue- . 
cessfoL There are a lot of good 
managers lower down who are . 
not given the opportunity. The 
likes of Chris Waddle [noyv- . 
managing Burnley] would have 
loved a big job in the Pre- 
mieiship but the experience be 
is getting lower down will stand 
him in fantastic stead. 

“Look at Alex Ferguson, 
Martin O’Neil], Howard 
Kendall, Brian little, Joe Kin- 
near- they all had an appren- j 
ticeship. If Ido a half-decent job 
it might open the door for a lot 
of people, men like John Dee- 
han and John Duncan, rather 
than having the same faces on 
the same merry-go-round.” . 






They think they’ve no chance before even kicking a ball 


FAN’S EYE VIEW 

NO 230: TOTTENHAM BY NICK PARKINSON 


Given that Arsenal is among 
the most cosmopolitan of foot- 
ball dubs, as well as home to 
arguably the highest profile 
black player of the moduli era, 

it was appropriate that .High- 
bury was the venue chosen to 
launch the latest initiative in 
the Let's Kick Racism Out Of 
Football campaign, now sim- 
ply known as Kick It Out. 

And, being an Arsenal fen, 
the minister for culture, me- 
dia and sport was more than 
happy with the location. 
“Every time I see Tbny Banks 
wearing his Chelsea scarf Ire- 
mind him how well Arsenal 
are doing,’' Chris Smith said. 

But he ought to have 
known better than to trust the 
Highbury traffic which caused 
him to be 20 minutes late. Not 
that his lateness mattered to 
anyone present, except per- 
haps Michael Dubeny. The 
Chelsea defender was the only 
Premiership player who 
turned up, but he looked dis- 
tinctly uncomfortable at hav- 
ing to make room for the 
Seaetaiy of State next to him. 

But while the MFs lateness 
in no way detracted from the 


secures a professional contract 
with a Premier League dub, 
and his subsequent struggle to 
make the grade. 

Nothing unusual about 
that, you might think, except 
that the title of the play Ooh 
Aah Showab Khan gives this 
one away. The player in ques- 
tion is Asian, and Asian foot- 
ballers are about as rare as a 
Stuart Ripley goaL 

In fad, according to Sir 
Herman Onsefey, chairman of 
the Commission for Racial 
Equality, Asians are “practically 
invisible in the professional 
game”, both on and off the 



- o 

and prejudice have no place in 
football, ft did mean be missed 
the performance of an extract 
from Kick It Out’s new play 
about a young footballer who 


and he plays up in Greenock, 
home to Scottish First Division 
dub Greenock Morton. 

Jazz Jutla, who hails from 
the predominantly Asian Pol- 
lockshaw district of Glasgow, 
was a member of Rangers’ 
Youth Cup-winning side of 
1995/95, yet was recently re- 
leased after foiling to make the 
first-team breakthrough. He 
was apparently a “a good 
enough player”, albeit one 
who was was never going to 

stand a chance given Ranks’ 
recent policy of signing big(fch) 
name players as opposed to 
promoting from within. 

Bradford did have an Asian 


OLIVIA 

BLAIR 

ON 

WHY THERE 
ARE SO FEW 
ASIAN 

FOOTBALLERS 


player called Chris Dolby on 
their books but he “didn’t 


quite make the grade", ac- 
cording to manager Chris Ka- 
mara. But Bradford are doing 
more than most to encourage 
the Asian community - there 
are 180,000 Asians in the city 
- to become more involved. 

They have an Asian Sup- 
porters' Club, but, according to 
Kamara, what they realty need 
is an Asian player in the team. 
“We’ve employed an Asian 

scorn and have Asian players on 
trial regularly, but they seem to 
think they’ve no chance even 
before they've kicked a balL" 

Hanfly surprising, then, that 
Brendan Batson, deputy chief 
executive of the Professional 


Footballers’ Association, claims 
he’s got more chance of pick- 
ing six Lotteiywimiers than pre- 
dicting when the first top-flight 
Asian footballer wiJ] emerge. 

However, the PFA did help 
fond a recent report entitled 
Asians Can’t Play Football 
from which they concluded 
that “vdnfe there’s undoubtedly 
a huge pool of untapped tal- 
ent among Asian footballers, 
it’s down to the clubs to con- 
vey the message that everyone 
gets a fair crack of the whip.” 

That may not be the uni- 
versal story, but it’s certainly 
the tale the fictional Showab 
Khan would have us believe. 
In the play, he's remarkably 
upbeat about his lot, claiming 
hie was subject to the samese- 
lection procedures as his white 
contemporaries. 

That view is endorsed by 
the former Arsenal scout Tfcr- 
lyMuii^.rKJwatVifoiibledon, 
who says: “It doesn't matter 
whether they’re black, white, 
yellow or green, well take 
Aem if they re good enough.’' 

But if s still hard to believe 
that West Ham, a club situat- 
ed in a borough where the eth- 
nic population is forecast to 
total 50 per cent of tbe popu- 
lation by tbs year 2000, have jus 
one Asian on their books. Ac- 
cording to Murphy, Koya Abul 
should make the grade, if po- 


tential at 15 is ever a yardstick. 
But Murphy himself can’t re- 
member running the rule over 
any Asian talent recently; the 
last time he did a fight broke 
out between the two rival fac- 
tions in an Asian Cup final. 

It’s certainly not aggression 
that Asian players are noted 
for, dedication more like, per- 
haps stemming from the need 
to prove themselves. On the 
downside you hear the famil- 
iar racial undertones: too thin, 
ankles too weak, can’t play on 
Sundays, eat different food 
and worship a different God. 
In short, Asian feces - and 
their feet -don’t fit. 

Clifford Oliver, the play's 
author, is all too aware of die 
obstacles. “If 1 was an Asian 
player, I’d think seriously 
about embarking on a pro- 
fessional footballing career. In 
the 1960s we were highlight- 
ing the problems facing black 
players, yet three decades on 
we’re discussing initiatives to 
combat those same problems. 
What kind of message does 
that send out?” 

Not a very positive one, but 
there is light at the end of the 
tunnel in the shape of a 15- 
year-old striker on Derby’s 
books. He’s quick, he’s sharp, 
and he’s got potentiaL More 
crucially, he’s Asian. Amrit 
Sidhu - remember the name. 


Derby £- * 


Abject despondency was 
passed long ago; self-pity is 
habitually wallowed in and 
envy is a raging bull dose to 
exploding. As an anaesthetic 
to painful trips to White Hart 
Lane these days, I cons- 
ciously slip into day-dream 
and reminisce about tbe ear- 
ly 80s rather than get .de- 
spairingly upset about a dub 
and stadium ravaged of its 
soul and honour. I am sick of 
moaning and need oonsoling. 
I survive thanks to my very 
own fantasy footbalL 

Using all the powers of my 
imagination. I take myself 
back to the first Tbttenham 
side I can remember of that 
time. White Hart Lane, with 
a new West Stand, was brim- 
ming with excitement watch- 
ing a team wearing those Le 
Coq Sport# shuts, dripping in 
grandeur and playing, undis- 
puted^, the most glorious 
football in Europe at the 
time. I thought there would 
be no end to the good times. 

For style and entertain- 
ment Spurs were unassail- 
able, with the Argentine 
World Cup pair Ossie Archies 
and Ricky Villa showing off 
their exotic Aides and skills. 

Vraa fruitful youth system 
and some shrewd acquisi- 
tions the team, in a five-year 


period, won two FA Cups, 
reached a League Cup final 
when rt was respectable to do 
so, challenged for the 
Championship, competed in 
Europe - including a Uefzr 
Cup triumph - and it should 
have been more. 

In the sombre atmosphere 
of White Hart Lane, 1997, 1 
frequently recall the goals of 
Steve Archibald, Mark Falco, 
Garth Crooks and the under- 
used talent of Micky Hazard 
to help me endure today’s 
shoddy impostors. There was 
also Tbny Galvin with his 
■rolled-down sods, the slalom 
runs of Villa and the presence 
of Steve Perryman and Gra- 
ham Roberts. 

The most unforgettable 
feature of the era was the be- 
witching midfield skills of 
Ardiles and Glenn Hoddle. 
The perception and dainty 
touch of Ossie was perfectly 
complimented by the genius 
of ’Oddle, together conduct- 
ing a sophisticated display of 
footbalL 

like countless others, I 
was mesmerised by the ease 
and grace with which ’Oddle 
moved and dissected an 
opposition. with a debilitating 
ball. ’Oddle ’s vision and 
thought were sharper than 
any other and were greeted 


by sighs of admiration and 
wonder from thousands al a 
raucous White Hart Lane. 

I am cerfeiDiy not brought 
back to the present by excited 
noise reverberating around a 
doleful White Hart Lane.; 
Tottenham have lost all tbeal- 
tTactive playing style that, 
their reputation was fbrgpdCu 
and, moreover, are pasdvrif 
surrendering their prestige 
as lesser dubs leave us behaiL 

There have been unw» 
and modest moves in the. 
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fans disillusioned and fed* 
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pride or hope. GinoLa fleSP 
ingty appears like ’Oddtenil# 
untucked shirt, spraying 

yard balls, but in a side st#: 

on i m agination and with JD»7‘ 
ran Andertou breaking dosd 
more times than Long Jofe 
Silver doing the hokey-co&p 
inspiration often couks 
through aerial bennbardmek 
the deadly disease width 
Spins seemed to have cangfP 
from a previous Arsenal sa^ 
Alan Sugar recently «r 
pressed a determination^ 
rspeat our illustrious pft 
“to achieve greatness o»l 
again in the not-so distrfjj 
fohne”. However, beforets| 
pan happen a major dean-sf? 

is essential. aS’ 
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Wednesday guard against ‘the Barnsley experience’ 


Sheffield Wednesday, 
£**nd bottom and 
^hng, step into the 

today where their 
hapless neighbours 
a^erged mauled and 
hteedinglastw. eelcGuy 
H«^son looks forward to 
tneir trip to Old 
Traffbrd along with 

other Premiership 
matches. 


■ j\ Harris (below) 
-•'analyses the weekend 
programme match by 
match. 


A liulc light shone in the tun- 
nel of despair Sheffield Wfednes- 
day supporters found 
themselves in last Saturday. 
True, Crystal Palace had won at 
Hillsborough, but mischievous 
delight could be derived from 
Barnsley's seven-goal mauling 
at Old TraffortL 

Then a look at the pro- 
gramme revealed the light in 
the distance was a train bear- 
ing down. Manchester United’s 
next opponents are another 
struggling south Yorkshire 

team: Wednesday. 

Struggling they undoubt- 
edly are. Barnsley are bottom, 
but just above them are 
Wednesday, who have won 
only two Premiership fixtures 
since 16 April. They score 
goals but leak like the Titanic. 


conceding 16 in six games, 
suggesting David Pleat is the 
blest in a line of managers at 
Hillsborough who have failed 
to find a defence. 

Not that Pleat, who had to 
endure calls for his sucking Iasi 
week, was being defeatist yes- 
terday. “We will have to be 
bold," he said. “The players 
should realise that most people 
would give their right arm to play 
in a place like Old Traffoni. 

“I can remember going 
there a couple of years ago and 
we picked cut what we thought 
was a (law in their side and tried 
to exploit it. We played very 
well that day and that will give 
us encouragement." 

Wednesday have drawn 
three of their four matches with 
the champions over llte last two 


seasons and there Is also E um- 
ilis in their favour. United lost 
at Leeds before beating Ju- 
ventus in the Champions* 
League and drew with Derby 
immediately before meeting 
Fcyenuord, so if there is a 
good time to go to Old Traf- 
ford, three days before they fly 
to Rotterdam is it. 

They also arrive with David 
May and Ronny Johnsen defi- 
nitely out and Henning Berg 
probably too short of match 
practice. Denis Irwin, who 
agreed a two-year contract yes- 
terday, is available, hut the Re- 
public of Ireland international 
may he rested ahead of Wednes- 
day's game against Fcyenoord. 

Arsenal have a singular ap- 
proach to the League after go- 
ing out of the Uefa Cup, but 


they travel to Derby in the wake 
of successive 0-0 draws which 
have cost them the Prenneiship 
high ground and without Den- 
nis Bergkamp. who begins a 
three-match suspension. 

Lying in wait is the Bald Ea- 
gle, who celebrated 25 years in 
management this week and 
senses his anniversary might 
coincide with appropriate sflver. 
“It wouldn't come as a big sur- 
prise if we won some thing here," 
Jim Smith said, “although 
there's a lot of hard graft to be 
done before we can achieve it” 

Newcastle have thrown 
away gold in a so far fruitless 
pursuit of silver for four years 
and if Manchester United 
could be accused of being dis- 
tracted by their European ex- 
ertions, then Kenny Dalglish's 


team leave little room for con- 
jecture, All three of their 
games prior to Champions’ 
League matches have been 
lost, so Leicester can travel to 
St James’ park with a degree of 
confidence. 

The Midlanders, fourth af- 
ter their 2-1 home win over 
West Ham on Monday, have a 
miserly goals-against record on 
their travels. Newcastle, who 
would be top if they won their 
three games in hand, have had 
their chicken-count muted try 
only one win in four matches. 

Liverpool have also lost 
their last two matches in the 
build-up to Uefa Cup games, 
but cannot afford to do so 
a gainst Bolton today. Not if 
criticism of the Airfield man- 
ager, Roy Evans, is to remain 


at bay any way. Some of the 
anger provoked by a lame dis- 
play in Strasbourg was dissi- 
pated by Saturday’s win over 
Derby, but it will reappear 
should they fall further behind 
in the Premiership. 

Paul luce, the Liverpool cap- 
tain, summed up the mood. ‘T 
went "rto the dressing-room af- 
ter the Derby victory and said: 
‘That’s great. Now let’s make 
sure we don’t blow it at Bolton’. 

Our away record was pretty 
good until the last two games." 

Bolton won their first 
League game at the Reebok 
Stadium last Sunday, which 
according to manager Colin 
Todd was psychological rein- 
forcement in a general desire 
to piftkg amends for the hap- 
less campaign in the Premier- 


ship two seasons ago. “A lot of 
players were in that team and 
I think it had a great effect on 
them," Tbdd said “They have 
a point to prove and I think it’s 
showing in our performances. 
Everyone has come a long way 
since then." 

So have Barnsley, although 
last week’s defeat proved the 
trip can be painfuL They would 
have preferred a nice, gentle fix- 
ture to ease themselves back in, 
but got Blackburn - third in the 
Premiership with only two de- 
feats in 15 fixtures - instead 

“We have to be more re- 
silient in our overall play and 
concentrate harder," Danny 
Wilson, the Barnsley m anag er, 
said. "Being written off by so 
many people does motivate us 
to prove people wrong.” 




Aston Villa v Chelsea 

-■ Yorte - ^lor 3 Leading scorer 

Last season: 0-2 


VhK7 


Ruud gjUrt includes Gianfranco Zola and Roberto Di Matteo an 
today, despite their international exertions for Italy m 
midweek. French defender Bernard Lambourde is available again af- 
sus^raion but Dennis Wise and Gianluca Vialli are still banned 
-ws} Gullit e also without the injured quartet of Gustavo Fbyet Graeme 
UPSaux, Michael Duberry. and Paul Hughes, although the last two 
have now resumed training. Mark Hughes will be partnered in at- 
tack by either the Norwegian Tore-Andre Flo or Gianfranco Zola. 
Aston Villa goalkeeper Mark Bosnich could be missing for five weeks 
through injury and international commitments. He is already virtu- 
ally certain to be out today with a knee injury, and he has World 
Cu P commitments to fulfil on his recovery. Villa will definitely be 
missing Stan Collymore. suspended as well as being ruled out after 
a nose operation that is likely to keep him on the sidelines for an- 
other couple of weeks. Midfielder Ian Taylor, having treatment to a 
hamstring strain, is hcvngto return. 

Barnsley v Blackburn 

Redfeam 6 Leading scorer Sutton II 

Last season: No fixture 

Vinson's team selection for the arrival of Blackburn at Oakweli is 
tampered by a throat virus affecting striker Ashley Ward Ward ts 
rated as having a SO per cent chance of a start but is likely to be 
present nonetheless, barring a sevens downturn in his condition. Wil- 
son coukl start with veteran striker John Hendrie back in the line- 
up at the expense of Macedonian international Georgi Hristov. who 
could drop down to the bench. Otherwise. Wilson's options of chang- 
ing the side that lost 7-0 at Old Trafford are limited. 

Bladbum stoker Martin Dahlin has a back injury and misses the game, 
but winger Jason Wilcox is back after a three-match ban. Defend- 
er Jeff Kenna returns from World Cup duty with the Republic of 
Ireland and seems certain to play probably at the expense of the 
Frenchman Patrick Vfclery. Rovers may be otherwise unchanged from 
the side that drew I -I at Newcastle last week, with Wilcox prob- 
ably left to settle for a place on the bench. Blackburn are unbeat- 
en away from home. 




Bolton v Liverpool 


Btata 5 


Leading KOrar 
Lost Mason: No fixture 


Fowler b 


Jamie Pollock is set for a recall to the centre of Bolton's midfield 
Fbllock was relegated to the bench last weekend and has been played 
out of position on the right wing all season. He is likely to replace 
play-maker Scott Sellars, who begins a three-match suspension, while 
Gerry Taggart starts a six-game ban. Andy Todd serves the third 
of a +w " :■ /natch ban. Mike Whitlow returns after illness, with Jmn- 
J.f Phillips or Steve McAnespie replacing Taggart, and Gudni Bej’gs- 
'son moving alongside Mark Fish at the heart of defence. 

Liverpool are expected to be unchanged although both Patrik Berg- 
er and Kariheinz Riedfe have recovered from the injuries which kept 
them out of the Uefa Cup .defeat in Strasbourg and the 4-0 victo- 
ry over Derby last weekend The pair are both added to Roy Evans’ 
squad but are fikety’start on the bench. Mark Wright is still out with 
a back injury while Phil Babb and Jamie Carragher are making rapid 
progress from their injuries, although they are unlikely to be risked 
today with the Strasbourg game on Tuesday. 


Derby Co v Arsenal 

8 Leafing scorer Betgjkamp II 

Last season: 1-3 


England Under-21 defender Matt Carbon should earn a first-team 
reST for Derby Carbon, whose only otoer senior appearance this 
season was as an emergency striker on the opening day at Black- 
hijm k ejected to play in athrce-man central defence. Gary Row«tt 
returns at wing-back but manager Jim Smith is still without Igor Sti- 
mac (back) problem,- Italian international Stefano Eranio (hamstring) 
and mafekler Robbie van der Laan (ankle). Lee Carsley returns in 
midfiea j jtter Wbrid Cup duty with the Republic of Ireland 
Dennis Bergkam^ 'b^ins his three match suspension, which he has 
said will hire-time recover from an injured ankle. His sus- 
pend Saves the-wsy dear for Nicolas Anelka's first Premiership 
start The teenage prodigy has been limited to appearances as a 
substitute in the league but could partner lan Wright up front af- 
0-0 draw with Aston Villa. Dutch winger Marc Overmars 
; to return after missing the last two games with an an- 
kle injury 




...And statistics 

Hail James the first 


Few Premiership players come in for as much 
criticism as David James, bid the Liverpool 
goalkeeper can boast at least one proud record: 
his current run of 143 consecutive Premiership 
appearances lor the same club is more than 
double that of any other player. 

In an age when many leading dubs have built up 
large squads and rotate their players on a regular 
basis, his record is outstanding. James has not 
missed a Liverpool Premiership game since he 
look over from Bruca Grobbetaar m the 89th 
minute of a 2-0 defeat at Leeds United on 19 

In safe hands 

Goalkeepers, not surprisingly, often have the best 
appearance records. Coventry's Steve Ogrizovic 
has the bast current record after Liverpool's David 
James, while Tottenham's Ian Wblker would have 
been high up the list but for an htfjry at the end of 
last season. 

Walker played ht 105 consectdlve 
Premiership matches before he was 
ruled out of Tottenham's final game 
of last season. Born the start of 
the 1994-95 season Walker has 
played in 128 out of 
Tottenham's 130 Premiership 
games. 


February 1994. Indeed, Liverpool have three 
representatives In the top 10 list of players with 
the longest runs of consecutive appearances for 
one dub, with the defender Sbg Inge Bjomebye 
(49) and the forward Steve McManaman (35) 
joining James. 

Liverpool's record is In static contrast with that of 
Chelsea, who use die squad system more 
extensively than any othk club. For example, only 
Ed de Goey, the goalkeeper, is ever-present this 
season. 

Southampton are the ody other Premiership club 


with just one ever-present player this season 
(Paid Jones), whSe Arsenal and Leicester City, 
each with seven ever-presents, have fielded the 
most consistent line-ups. Indeed when it comes 
to selection Arsenal might even be described as 
boring: David Platt, for example, has come on as 
a second-half substitute In 11 of their 12 games 
this season. 

Outside the Premiership the player wah the best 
record Is Plymouth Argyle's left back, Paul 
WSIams, who has made 106 consecutive 
appearances. 


Keeping up appearances 


Players with the current longest sequences of consecirinre 
Premiership appearances tor the same ctofc 


Top of the 
class 



Players with best current 
ever-present record at each 

Premiership rich 

Arsenal: Nigel WIntertxim 
Aston Vrfla: Ugo EMogu 
Barnsley: Adrian Moses 
Blackburn: Colin Hendry 
Bolton: Scott Sellars 
Chelsea: Ed de Goey 
Coventry: Steve Ogrizovic 
C Palace: Andy Roberts 
Derby: Christian Dally 
Everton: Gary Speed 
Leeds: Gunnar Halle 
Leicester Matt Elliott 
Nefl Lennon 
Liverpool; David James 
Man Ut± David Beckham 
Newcastle: Steve Watson 
Sheff Wed: lan Nofan — 
Southampton: Paul Jones 
Tottenham: Steve Carr — 

West Ham: Steve Lomas (19) 

Wimbledon: Chris Perry (31) 

(Figures include substitute 
appearances where 


FA CARLING PREMIERSHIP: HOW THEY STAND 



Oak 6 



Utd v Sheff Wed 


Carbone 7 


-v Usuing scorer 
Last season: 2-0 

Dgnslrvvin is the$nfy nevv injury doubt for Manchester Unrtedto- 
day RepubTic cfhSand Internationa! Irwin picked up a slight thigh 
in the nw^VVbrfd Op I-l pty-off draw against Belgium. 
Hennihe Bef?4^„hef&to;ret£^ last two games 

with a hamstring but David May and Ronny Johnsen aresWl 
out Un^ theoptimsm caused ty test week’s 7-0 tnrasft- 

ino ofRandey bypwnfaering ffus season'srtwo pre-European fix- 
ture' dip* of forrn§fiey/lo&. I -O at Leeds before beating Juventus 
and Of*' drew atfcrfey before the home win over Feyenoond 
Sheffield VVfednesfflv. ©sped: to choose a virtually unchanged team 

from the on& 3- home to Crystal Palace fast 'J’ eek *^ 
tody's challenge f-dafterges agafast Manchester United at Old 
Traffbrd ^ ewer Lae Briscoe, who has a calf strain, 

while fta* 30 P 3 * Cartwhe .and ftoto-K Canto are both ex- 
tc rocover^miegsirafos: Wednesday Have yetto.wm away 
* feme ahd.wtfi.oniy revepoints from twelve games. 

f£e ’ookir^-for^roeti^^frTjm this game. 



Newcastle v Leicester 


Asprifa 6 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 4-3 


Marshall 5 



When the 
ran began 
19.244 


15.4.96 

17.8.96 

17.8.96 

19.10.96 

3.11.96 

30.11.96 

2.1 2.96 
28.12J6 

11.1.97 


When the 
ran began 

12.8.95 

25.11.95 
9.1245 

16.12.95 

3.12.95 

10.2.96 

9.3.96 

2.4.96 
17.8.96 
17.8.96 
17.8.96 
17.8.96 


When the 
ran began 

21.9.96 

16.10.96 
19.1096 

10.11.96 

28.12.96 

21.12.96 
22.12L96 
28.1 235 

28.1.97 

29.1.97 


Kenny Dalglish's injury crisis has deepened with the news that emer- 
gency centre-forward Keith Gillespie (calf) almost certainly will not 
be fit lan Rush still has knee trouble but is hoping to return to the 
Magp ies line-up, but Alan Shearer and Faustmo Asprilla remain un- 
available. Republic of Ireland goalkeeper Shay Given will replace Ravel 
Smicefc, while captain Rob Lee and fellow England team-mate Steve 
Hovvey are both available to start after folly recovering from thigh 
musde and calf injuries respectively. 

Newcastle will be wary of their pre-Europe form ahead of next week's 
Champions' League match. They have lost their Premiership fixture 
prior to the previous three. Steve Qaridge is Leicester's biggest in- 
jury doubt The veteran striker has aggravated a knee injury and will 
be replaced by either Tony Cottee or Graham Fenton if he fails a 
late fitness test Frenchman Ftegguy Arphexad continues in goal while 
Kasey Kefler recovers from a dislocated thumb Defender Steve Wbish 
(hamstring) has resumed training but will not play. 


Tottenham v Leeds 


Gnofa4 


Leading scorer 
Last season: 1-0 


Wallace 7 





Tottenham are hoping a trio of internationals will return to the team 
to face Leeds. England players Darren Anderton and John Scales 
played the foil 90 minutes of a reserve game against Ipswich on 
Wednesday, while Norwegian Under-21 striker Steffen Iversen was 
on the pitch for 45 minutes and scored in the 2-i win. But Swiss 
defender Ramon Vega and Portuguese winger Jose Dominguez both 
face late fitness tests- 

Gunnar Halle feces a late fitness test for Leeds after limping off at 
Wimbledon last week with a groin injury, so 19-year-old. Jrish.de-. , 
fender -Abn Maybury may deputise. Gary Kelly may play at right- 
back on hfe return from international duty with the Republic of Ireland: ■ 
Kelly has been operating on the right of midfield lately after spend- 
ing most of his career in defence. If Halle is fit and Kelly returns on 
the right flank, Lee Bowyer will be dropped to the bench. Jimmy 
Floyd Hasselbaink is available after completing a ban but will be on 
the bench. Harry Kewell and Rod VVkllace will play up front 


Wimbledon v Coventry 

Core 5 Leading Korer Dublin 5 

Last season: 2-2 


Wimbledon vwfl recall Republic of Ireland defender Kenny Gjnnirigham. 
who is back from international duty and replaces stand-in Duncan 
Jupp. Young striker Jason Euell will be out until the New Year. Eu- 
elL 20. will have an operation on his injured shoulder next Monday 
which will keep him out for two months. He dislocated his shoul- 
der at Bolton earfier this month. Wimbledon will also be without 
Jon Goodman, who also goes into hospital on Monday for an op- 
eration on cruciate knee ligaments 

Coventry defender Roland Nilsson hopes to play with a lightweight 
strapping on his injured arm. The Swedish international right back 
cracked an arm bone when he blocked a shot in last week’s match 
against Everton and has been in plaster. Gordon Strachan expects 
to field his first choice strike partnership, Dion Dublin and Darren 
Huckerby, for the first time in six weeks now Dublin has complet- 
ed a three match suspension. Paul Teller, out for a month with an 
ankle injury, is likely to be on the bench. 

Tomorrow 

® Everton v Southampton 

CuhnoneriS Leading scorer DavlesS 

Last season: 7-1 

After being held to a 0-0 draw at Coventry last weekend, Everton 
win welcome back. Slaven BHic and Terry Phelan from international 
duty in midweek. Bilic is unlikely to play due to illness, while Phelan 
should start in an otherwise unchanged line-up from last week. This 
fixture last season brought Everton a 7-1 victory, something they 
would Bke to repeat in their current position, fifth from bottom of 
the Premiership with 12 points. Danny Cadamarteri, currently in con- 
tract negotiations, can increase his worth by maintaining the recent 
scoring spree that makes him his dub's current top striker. 
Norwegian international striker Egi'l Ostenstad will be Southamp- 
ton manager David Jones’ only injury casualty when he returns to 
his old dub Everton, as a manager, tomorrow. Ostenstad will be 
out of action until Christmas following ankle surgery, but Jones has 
the luxury of an otherwise folly fit squad. Matth Le Ttssier has re- 
(touered from a thigh musde strain, and Ken Monkou (hamstring) 
is fit Kevin Davies win partner David Hirst up front following Michael 
Evans' departure to West Bromwich last week. 



MIR PLAY LEA GUE UNFAIR PLAY LEAGUE 


Mmw Gmwnttf VMmPm a* 


1 S Dunn 4 

2 P Durian 

3 G mam. ^7 

4 G Ashby ^ 

5 M Reed — A 

fi G Pofi 8 

7 DSeray„.£ 

8 PAJcock.,.,5 

9 G Barbaras 
1QPJones_..7 
ft J Winter .„7 
12m bocmbir6 
13 M FBey — 6 
14U R8nrte.._6 
BAVWWb^_7 
■»DGa*asJw7 
17N Bany .._.4 
18 K Burge. — 6 
19S lodge —.7 


23 28 7D0 
34 44 8L29 
30 40 571 
23 28 560 
W 21 525 
27 42 525 

23 28 467 

22 22 440 
21 28 433 
« 29 414 

24 29 414 

23 23 363 

17 22 387 
20 20 333 

18 23 329 
14 19 271 
K IB 267 
16 15 250 
M 14 Z00 


(Pnwn&Wjfj mmohits onfy. Rod cmis: 

^ tW*KWM aiwjdbn« 
iteitsrt«nbMtfc» touch) 


GmmIM «teP» i 

1 Baton.. 11 3 23 38 ! 

2 Chelsea .„.tt 3 21 36 : 

3 Everton. 11 2 22 33 ; 

4 Arsenal 12 1 26 31 i 

5= Blackburn 12 2 20 30 1 
5=Sheff Wed 12 2 20 302 
7= Coventry „12 1 » 29 ; 

7=Leeds 12 1 24 29 1 

9 West Ham_12 0 27 27 1 
IOC Palace — 12 0 25 25 ; 
Ti Tottenham 12 1 18 23 
12 Newcastle ..9 1 12 17 

l3Soton 12 0 21 21 

14=Derby......T2 0 20 20 

14*= Man Utd..t2 0 20 20 
16 Liverpool ..11 0 18 18 
i7Bamdsy....l2 0 17 17 
■teWimbledonB 0 « 18 

WAVBIa «.T2 1 9 14 

20Lekaaster....i2 0 14 14 

PM each: Spfc. lWemc 7pf Jncftj 

^end^DMifmrMedonnm 





Saturday 1 November 1997 ■ 


GOLF: VOLVO MASTERS ■ 


Montgomerie 
on wrong side 
of fence as 
Clarke closes 


The battle for the No I 
spot in Europe took a 
dramatic twist in the 
second round of the 
Volvo Masters when 
Colin Montgomerie 
found himself out of 
bounds. Andy Farrell 
reports from Jerez on an 
Ulsterman’s challenge to 
the temperamental 
Scot. 


With precious little else to 
defend it from the birdie 
barrage inflicted on it by the 
leading players of the European 
tour, what Momecastiflo defi- 
nitely needed was some wind. 
It took its time arriving from 
across the plains of southern 
Spain, but when it did. the 
effect was decidedly ill for Colin 
Montgomerie. 

With two rounds to go. 
Montgomerie’s hopes of a fifth 
consecutive order of merit 
victory* which would set a 
record, have not yet been blown 
off course. But after two rounds 
of Lhe Volvo Masters, it is 
Darren Clarke who suddenly 
poses the biggest threat 

Clarke, who needs to win to 
have any chance of the No 1 
spot, scored an eight-under 64. 
When he finished his round, the 
Ulsterman was tied for the 
lead at 11 under. Montgomerie 
was also on the same mark play- 
ing the 16th hole. But not for 
long. 

What has put Montgomerie 
behind the eight-ball was the 
triple-bogey eight he took at the 
par- five hole. The Scot drove 
into the rough on the right, and 
found a thick patch of grass. He 


was 163 yards to the pin and in 
what is known as a flying lie. But 
Montgomerie did not expect his 
eight-iron shot to take off like 
a jump-jet and carry as far as ISO 
yards, into a ploughed field 
left of the green. 

He immediately played a 
provisional and if the result of 
that had been better than 
finishing in deep hay by a 
bunker, the following episode 
may not have happened, lb all 
reasonable assessment, Mont- 
gomerie's original ball lay out 
of bounds. 

But when a referee indicated 
this to the Scot, he replied: *T 
don't see a fence, okay. It's as 
simple as that. If you have not 
marked the course properly, 
that’s not my fault.” 

Montgomerie then called 
for the tournament director, 
John Paramor, who finally 
arrived in a white buggy, at a 
speed somewhat below that of 
Scve Ballesteros’s at the Ryder 
Cup. Indicating two distant 
posts that signified the out of 
bounds, Paramor told Monty: “1 
have to make a judgement, 
that's why I'm here. It’s out of 
bounds." 

There was no reply from the 
Scot and he proceeded to fluff 
his provisional into a bunker, 
from where he took three to get 
down. The only hazard he 
avoided on the hole was the wa- 
ter on the right, otherwise it re- 
alty would have been the full 
Monty. 

Ironically, two months ago at 
Crans-sur-Sierre Joakim 
Haeggman was playing with 
Montgomerie when the Swede 
hit his ball into a garden along- 
side the course. Again, there 
was no nearby white out of 
bounds posts and while 



Colin Montgomerie finds himself in trouble after driving into the rough on the 16th yesterday. The Scot dropped three shots at the par-five hole 


Haeggman argued the case that 
his ball was in play, Mont- 
gomerie aligned himself with 
the prosecution counsel. 

Paramor said of yesterday's 
incident: ~ The ball was 25 yards 
out of bounds. There was a 
fence, but it had fallen down. 
There should have been more 
posts there, but we never 
expected anyone to go there. 


They are being put in now ” 
Montgomerie closed with., 
two pars. His 71 left him at eight - 
under, the same score that his 
nearest pursuer on the order of 
merit, Bernhard Laager, fin- 
ished with a birdie at the last. 
The pair are in joint 1 1th place, 
while Clarke shares third, one 
behind the joint leaders Lee 
Westwood. Montgomerie's 


playing partner who scored a 67, 
and Patrik Sjoland. 

- Clarke, who had lagged 
behind after an opening 69, put 
together seven birdies and an 
eagle to post the best score of 
the day. Despite compiling a 
fine season, the Open runner- 
up would dearty like to achieve 
his first victory of the year. 
Should he do so, Montgomerie 


would have to finish in the top- 
time, or Langer second, for him 
not to top the order of merit. 

Langer’s calm countenance 
was disturbed when he flung his 
dub into hi bag after taking two 
from a bunker for his second 
bogey in a row at the 14th. But 
it has been Montgomerie who 
has appeared uptight all week. 

After signing his card, 


Montgomerie sat in the 
recorder's room reflecting on his 
misfortunes for 40 minutes, a 
highly unusual amount of time 
in this sport. When be emerged, 
he said: “Whether I shot a 64 or 
whatever, l could not have won 
it today and 1 certainly haven't 
lost it. 1 just needed some time 
to myself and that's wise.” 

VOLVO MASTERS (Montecsstno, 

Sp) Stoond round aonras (QB and tel un- 
less stated): 132 L Wfestwood 65 67, P 
Sjoland (Swa) 64 ea 133 D Cterha 89 64, 
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ACROSS 

I Swindle with cool talk 

5 Lound bom with 
strength (6) 

8 Bash in carriage with 
one American diner 

9 & at yellow wheel- 
ing bird (5) 

II Face the Northern 
blow (4) 

12 Grand ethos turned 
out contrary (10) 

13 Notable as a sports 
programme? (8) 

15 Baking restricts the 
Spanish menial (5) 

17 Second cry reverberat- 
ing in emotional centre 

19 Many had engaged 
new worker (8) 


DOWN 


2 Apparently railing’s 
wrong (7) 

3 Corresponds in bursts 

(4) 

4 Tart's not quite done: 
remind cook (8) 

5 That’s just fine! (6) 

6 Mark editor deleted 

7 e with French lad 
protecting brother (7) 

8 Arrest insect boring 
into spot in tree (6-5) 

10 Songster’s piece vo- 
calised in drink 
around grand (11) 

14 Watch issue raised 
over very good EEC 
changes (9) 

16 Intake required by the 
fleet? (4,4) 

18 Dirt caught in shoe (7) 


Board blocks Hodgson’s bid 


Friday's solution 


ULilUlHUWUU HUlilUldU 

aBuauuuuiuuuauBLi 

lilUUUllLlUU 

aQGEIIHS 

Q[ 111 u u u in 
QB0BQEBQ UiUBSlii 
a li a h u u 
EUEEBLJlUa 
□ a a U Id D 
BLSQUSG1H QI1UEIUHL} 
UUlIUtJUJUU 
IIQUI213BQBUBIISBEJU 
EjoauauBii 
ir^LjLJUa BHOBBUPB 


Last Saturday’s solution 


UUUUUL1UUUU1 UUL3UJ 
If El til W LI U U1 

Iduuuuuuuuu ttiauia 

ILUUJUUULSLuUUUUi 

a a ui ill n Q u 
U UU ILI LdUU Id ii UQUDU 
uuuiauouu 
aatauui unduieuanuu 
m i*] U Cl IJ H U 
BUHBUQuaniiiias 

ifillLlldGjUIdC 

winas HuiuJUBuiaidEu 

if a a u ui HQ 
BOPE HHaUMUaUiBE 


22 Bug's cut roand blight- 20 One on Scottish isle 

ed pears, note (10) initially making for bar 

23 Suit with short crease 

( 4 ) 21 Check will do for wed- 

25 P&n hot acrimony (5) 4 ding, they say (6) 

26 Stop humming! (9) 2A Progress report (4) 

27 Cheat’s fly, taxing in 

28 Cabled back Diamond 
in bidding (6) 

The Best Bn correct sobrtUms to Uris wee Vs jw* °P““* 004 Ttens- 
daynxrivetiardbadLedoipies of tbe Oxford Dictionary of Qootsbom. An- 
swers and winner*' names will be pob&sfacd next Saturday. Send sol ntteos 
to Saturday Crasswird, E O. Box 4918, The Independent, J Canada Sqawe, 
Canny Wharf, Loudon E14 5BL. Please Mfo box amber and postcode 
sod give roar own postcode. Lost week's winners J Dyoi East Mortoo; W 
George, Bromyard; N Webb, Gabebaroagfe R Barnett, Hwsftico-fe-SpnBC 
A Vincent BextobciUi. 


Relations between Roy Hodg- 
son, the Blackburn manager, 
and the dub president Jack 
Walker are believed to be 
strained after the dub’s chair- 
man and board refused to pay 
for a new addition to 
Hodgson’s title-chasing team. 

The Rovers manager’s 
efforts to sign a new left-back 
to bolster the squad he has guid- 
ed into contention for the 
title have been balked over the 
player's terms, infuriating the 
former Internazionale coach. 

Hodgson said: “It’s a myth 
that this club' has milli ons to 
spend and it should be dis- 
missed. 1 don’t have a great deal 


MOTOR RACING 


of money to spend. There are 
so many riders on the money 
that it would not make 
interesting reading.” 

Hodgson declined to identity 
the player, as “it would not be 
fair”. He added: “I want to buy 
someone but it’s not possible. 
We've got a very small squad at 
the moment” 

Blackburn have been watch- 
ing left-backs across Europe this 
season, with the Juventus and 
Portugal defender Manuel 
Dimas a key target 

Rovers have been a selling 
club of late. Graeme Le Saux, 
Henning Berg, Paul Wirhurst 
and Graham Fenton have afl left 


for a total of more than £10m. 
Hodgson has spent less on his 
new arrivals and, before he ar- 
rived, apparently believed there 
was more money available. 

Blackburn have still hardly 
dipped into the record £15m 
they received for Alan Shear- 
er from Newcastle. Walker has 
stopped transfers in the past 
because he deemed players 
too old and has occasionally 
refused to sanction high wages. 
However, Hodgson will not 
accept his moves being over- 
ruled - and the row at the 
Rovers could have long-term 
consequences. 

-Akm Nixon 
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No sportsmanship award for Schumacher 


Michael Schumacher’s actions in 
the Grand Prix of Europe last 
weekend have not only cost him 
the world championship, but 
now also put him out of con- 
tention for one of the top ITV- 
Bandaycard Champions of Sport 
awards. 


Schumacher was in con- 
tention for the best iniematiouai 
sportsman prize at the awards 
ceremony being staged at Wtem- 
bley tonight, but his nomination 
has been withdrawn following his 
collision with Jacques VDJeneuve 
in Jerez last Sunday. 


The German, who was wide- 
ty condemned for the crash, has 
instead been replaced by Vii- 
leneuve in the nominations for 
the award, which wDl be judged 
by a panel including the minis- 
ter for sport, Tony Banks, Salty 
Gunnell and Sharron Davies. 
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Whatncdfymadtmtdvnge 

my ways was whip hty 
mother threw me otfjf tl* 
house. She’d just had 
of me. Shtfs always had^ow 

to the hSt, even when ftfcfoen 

in the wrong, but sbelfcrft 
going to let me -ftro* 
everything away. lt.!^ osn ' t 
reedy about snooker, fcrf niore 
about my attitude.'-*- 

_ -* tv '*■ 

Ronnie O’Sufflvan 
Stafford how he 
flagging snooker 



Chronicles 15:2 




Lake 4:8 










